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Hastings High falls to North Platte in final match
BRYAN L. VALENTINE
sports@hastingstribune.com

It came down to the final match to
decide the team dual Thursday night
between Hastings High and North
Platte. The Tiger wrestling team lost 38-
36.

“You know our guys fought extremely
hard,” Tigers head coach Rod Tickle said.
“There was a lot of pressure put on our
young guys. It came down to a crap-
shoot, and they got it at the horn.”

The dual came down to the 103-
pound weight class, featuring a pair of
wrestlers who didn’t weigh more than
85 pounds each.

North Platte’s Stephen Hale scored a
takedown on John Lacy and then got a
three-point nearfall to take a 5-0 lead

early in the first period. Then, with time
running out in the period, Hale was
awarded a pin with a tenth of a second
left on the clock.

Tickle thought the horn sounded
before the referee slapped his hand on
the mat, but the referee disagreed and
awarded Hale with the win.

“I was very proud of (John’s) effort,”
Tickle said. “Our guys put out a tremen-
dous effort and we got some points in
places, but they needed the pin and got
it.”

Despite the loss, Tickle was pleased
with how hard his wrestlers competed,
as the team split North Platte with seven
wins each.

The Tigers got huge wins in the 160-

and 171-pound weight classes, as senior
Derek Rossen (160) and junior Ethan
Rundle (171) came from behind to win.

Rossen, who wrestled his natural
weight class for the first time this season,
had to come from a 5-2 deficit in the sec-
ond period to score a takedown, a rever-
sal and a three-point nearfall to win 9-7.

Tickle said North Platte’s Chad Briley
is a long, rangy guy who is good on top
with his legs.

“That kid is pretty good,” he said.
“Derek didn’t wrestle as well as I have
seen him wrestle, but he felt great to get
the win.”

At 171, Rundle gave away a penalty
point in the second period to find him-
self down 5-4 going into the third period.
North Platte’s Brett Hale received anoth-

er penalty point in the third period to go
up 6-4.

However, Rundle got a three-point
nearfall and a takedown and held Hale
to two escape points to get the 9-8 win.

“Getting those penalty points makes
things close,” Tickle said. “It was a good
match for him.”

Also getting wins for the Tigers were
Sam Gnagy (125), Phil Nelson (130),
David Gonzalez (135), Kip Kiplinger
(189), and Phil Hartwig (215).

“David is a tremendous athlete and a
courageous competitor,” Tickle said
about his pin in the third period. “He
likes to think about every aspect of his
match. He would like to dominate it all,
but sometimes he does get frustrated.”

The Tigers are at the Grand Island
Invitational on Saturday and at the
Lexington Quad on Tuesday.

North Platte 38, Hastings High 36
103 – Stephen Hale, NP, pinned John Lacy, HHS;

2:00
112 – Eric Skiles, NP, won by forfeit
119 – David Perry, NP, maj. dec. Adam Jorgensen,

HHS; 13-0
125 – Sam Gnagy, HHS, won by forfeit
130 – Phil Nelson, HHS, won by forfeit
135 – David Gonzalez, HHS, pinned Pat Schultz, NP;

4:59
140 – Troy Zurcher, NP, pinned Kellen Frazer, HHS;

2:21
145 – Mike Bell, NP, maj. dec. Matt Conway, HHS;

19-7
152 – Bo Pettit, NP, pinned Levi Lindteigem, HHS

1:44
160 – Derek Rossen, HHS, dec. Chad Briley, NP; 9-8
171 –Ethan Rundle, HHS, dec. Brett Hale, NP; 9-8
189 – Kip Kiplinger, HHS, pinned Jimmy McEwen,

NP; 5:22
215 – Phil Hartwig, HHS, pinned Derek Caudillo, NP;

2:58
285 – Dustin Nevivry, NP, pinned Sean Yokern, HHS;

0:33

Huskers rally past Bruins

49ers run over Seahawks with big second half
BY TIM BOOTH
The Associated Press 

SEATTLE — No one wanted to talk in the
Seattle Seahawks locker room. Those who
did had anger and frustration in their voices.

The defending NFC champs aren’t playing
like a playoff team.

“I guess I just feel we’re just OK at every-
thing,” quarterback Matt Hasselbeck said.
“We’re not real good and dominant at any-
thing, like we use to be.”

That point was evident again Thursday
night, when second-year quarterback Alex
Smith rallied San Francisco for a surprising
24-14 win over the Seahawks, keeping Seattle
from clinching its third straight NFC West
crown.

The 49ers (6-8) trailed 7-3 heading to the
fourth quarter and rarely threatened on
offense. That changed in the final 15 minutes,
as Smith directed three long touchdown

drives, throwing for a pair of scores and run-
ning untouched for another.

When Smith jogged untouched for an 18-
yard TD with 1:42 left, cold, wet and shocked
Seahawks’ fans who showed up ready to
watch the winning of another division
crown, quickly made their way to the exits.

“The boy just became a grown man today,
baby,” said 49ers running back Frank Gore,
who helped out his quarterback with 144
yards rushing and a touchdown catch.
“There’s a lot more to come.”

San Francisco snapped a three-game losing
streak and swept both games with Seattle.

While Smith’s impressive evolution played
out in the fourth quarter, Seattle (8-6) was
left to ponder a second straight loss to a divi-
sion opponent, and watch any hopes of a
first-round bye in the playoffs flutter away.

The Seahawks need only one more win or
a San Francisco loss to win the mediocre NFC

West. But the sentiment in Seattle’s locker
room is that problems need to be corrected
immediately.

“This is awful,” Bryce Fisher said. “Teams
that lose in December, if they’re lucky to get
into January, lose very early in January.”

While Seattle’s offense continued its
inconsistency running the ball and protect-
ing Hasselbeck, its defense frustrated Smith
for most of the first three quarters.

Smith’s 11-yard completion to Antonio
Bryant with 48 seconds left in the third quarter
was San Francisco’s first first-down of the half.
On the next play, Arnaz Battle beat Seattle’s Kelly
Herndon off the line of scrimmage and Smith
hit him in stride for a 54-yard completion.

Smith completed the drive by rolling right
and finding tight end Vernon Davis in the
end zone with a perfect 8-yard strike to give
the 49ers a 10-7 lead.

Pavan’s 22 kills leads NU into title match

Stalls gets ‘in the
zone’ against UCLA

AMY ROH/Tribune

Nebraska’s Rachel Holloway (12) and Tracy Stalls (11)
jump to block UCLA’s Ali Daley in game 3 of their semifi-
nal of the NCAA Division I Volleyball Championship
Thursday at the Qwest Center in Omaha.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Nebraska celebrates their semi-final win over UCLA  during the NCAA Division I Volleyball Championship Thursday at the
Qwest Center in Omaha.

VINCE KUPPIG
vkuppig@hastingstribune.com
OMAHA — Tracy Stalls

simply got in the zone.
After being virtually

unseen in the first game,
Nebraska’s junior middle
blocker ended up turning in
perhaps the best match of
her career. And she did it in
the Huskers’ biggest match
of the season, against an All-
American middle blocker.

The 6-foot-3 Stalls had a
career-high 17 kills — all
after the first game — and hit
an incredible .577, as the
Huskers rallied for a 23-30,
30-28, 30-23, 30-28 win over
UCLA Thursday night at a
sold-out Qwest Center.

“You hear top athletes talk
about the zone,” Stalls said.
“That’s what it was. It was
this whiteout. I was just in
the zone mentality, in the
present, and that’s it. There’s
nothing in front, there’s
nothing behind. You’re just
in the present and you’re
completely absorbed. That’s
the beauty of sport and com-
petition.”

After attempting only
three attacks in the first

game, Stalls became a force
during the final three games.
She posted four kills in the sec-
ond game, seven in third and
another six in the final game.

Stalls was on fire in the
third game, as she hit an
astonishing .875 with no hit-
ting errors. During a stretch
of 10 straight points that saw
the score go from tied to 23-
13, Stalls had three kills and
a block. She finished the
match with four total blocks.

Stalls did it all going right
at UCLA middle blocker Nana
Meriwether, who came into
the match leading the nation
in attack percentage (.460)
and blocks per game (1.97).

“Tracy and (setter Rachel
Holloway) got in a great
rhythm tonight,” NU coach
John Cook said. “We’re talk-
ing all over the net. It was
really rewarding to see that
as a coach. That’s something
we’ve worked on and to see
it when we needed it was just
very, very satisfying.”

Cook said the Huskers fig-
ured out they could go right
at the All-American midway
through the second game. 

HUSKERS TAKE ON
STANFORD SATURDAY

VINCE KUPPIG
vkuppig@hastingstribune.com
OMAHA — Playing in

front of a largest crowd to
ever witness a college volley-
ball match, you couldn’t have
blamed Nebraska for being a
little wound up.

Early on against UCLA in
Thursday night’s NCAA semi-
final match at a sold-out
Qwest Center, it showed.
Already down a game in front
of 17,014 fans, the Huskers
were trailing 28-26 in the sec-
ond and on the verge of hav-
ing to rally from a two-game
deficit for the second straight
match.

But Nebraska rolled off four
straight points to take the

game, re-energizing the
crowd and the Huskers as
top-ranked Nebraska rallied
for a 23-30, 30-28, 30-23, 30-
28 win over No. 4 UCLA.

“It’s hard to prepare to play
in front of 17,000 people if
you’ve never done it before,”
GNU coach John Cook said.
“I think we were just a little
wired.”

But just like Nebraska did
in the regional final Saturday
against Minnesota, the
Huskers settled down to
extend their season.

The Huskers will see sec-
ond-seeded Stanford in the
championship match
Saturday at 8 p.m. The
Cardinal (30-3) dominated
Washington 30-12, 30-25, 30-
15 in the late match
Thursday.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Nebraska's Sarah Pavan spikes against UCLA’s Katie Carter
(9), and Rachell Johnson in game 2 of their semifinal match
of NCAA Division I Volleyball Championship Thursday at the
Qwest Center in Omaha.

JOHN
FROSCHAUER/

AP

San
Francisco
49ers run-
ning back
Frank Gore
runs in the
rain  with
Seattle
Seahawks’
Grant
Wistrom
during the
first quarter
of a football
game in
Seattle,
Thursday.
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Basketball
NBA Standings

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
New Jersey 9 12 .429 —
Boston 8 13 .381 1
New York 9 15 .375 11⁄2
Toronto 8 14 .364 11⁄2
Philadelphia 5 16 .238 4

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Orlando 15 10 .600 —
Washington 10 11 .476 3
Miami 9 12 .429 4
Atlanta 8 13 .381 5
Charlotte 6 16 .273 71⁄2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 13 8 .619 —
Detroit 13 8 .619 —
Chicago 12 10 .545 11⁄2
Indiana 12 12 .500 21⁄2
Milwaukee 9 13 .409 41⁄2

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
San Antonio 18 6 .750 —
Dallas 15 7 .682 2
Houston 14 8 .636 3
New Orleans 10 11 .476 61⁄2
Memphis 5 17 .227 12

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Utah 17 5 .773 —
Denver 12 8 .600 4
Minnesota 10 10 .500 6
Seattle 10 13 .435 71⁄2
Portland 10 14 .417 8

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB

Phoenix 15 6 .714 —
L.A. Lakers 15 7 .682 1⁄2
Golden State 12 11 .522 4
L.A. Clippers 10 11 .476 5
Sacramento 9 11 .450 51⁄2

Thursday’s Games
Charlotte 99, Orlando 89
San Antonio 103, New Orleans 77
Golden State 109, Houston 107

Friday’s Games
Miami at Washington, 6 p.m.
New York at Indiana, 6 p.m.
New Jersey at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Denver at Boston, 6:30 p.m.
Seattle at Cleveland, 6:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Memphis, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Utah, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Phoenix, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Portland, 9 p.m.
Houston at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.

NBA Boxscores
At Charlotte, N.C.

ORLANDO (89)
Ariza 3-5 1-2 7, Battie 1-4 1-2 3, Howard 4-7 2-

8 10, Dooling 7-13 5-5 20, Arroyo 5-12 3-3 13,
Milicic 3-8 0-0 6, B.Outlaw 3-4 0-0 6, Diener 5-6
3-3 16, Redick 2-6 0-0 5, Garrity 1-4 0-0 3. Totals
34-69 15-23 89.

CHARLOTTE (99)
Wallace 4-12 4-4 12, Okafor 6-9 1-4 13, Brezec 0-

7 0-0 0, Knight 3-9 2-2 8, Felton 4-12 2-2 12,
Morrison 7-12 5-5 22, May 9-15 14-17 32, Voskuhl
0-1 0-0 0, Carroll 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 33-81 28-34 99.
Orlando 1 8 2 0 2 6 2 5 — 8 9
Charlotte 1 5 3 0 2 7 2 7 — 9 9

3-Point Goals—Orlando 6-10 (Diener 3-4, Dooling
1-1, Garrity 1-2, Redick 1-2, Arroyo 0-1), Charlotte 5-
14 (Morrison 3-4, Felton 2-5, Carroll 0-1, Knight 0-1,
Wallace 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—
Orlando 45 (Howard 12), Charlotte 52 (Okafor 11).
Assists—Orlando 16 (Milicic 5), Charlotte 17 (Knight
7). Total Fouls—Orlando 24, Charlotte 17.
Technicals—Wallace. A—17,751. (19,077).

At New Orleans
SAN ANTONIO (103)

Bowen 1-2 0-0 3, Duncan 4-7 3-6 11, Elson 1-3 2-
2 4, Ginobili 8-16 5-5 24, Parker 9-15 1-2 19, Udrih
4-9 1-2 10, Barry 2-6 1-1 5, Oberto 3-5 1-2 7, Finley
2-7 2-2 7, Bonner 4-6 0-0 9, J.Butler 2-3 0-0 4,
Vaughn 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40-80 16-22 103.

NEW ORLEANS (77)
Mason 6-11 4-5 16, Simmons 3-7 1-2 7,

M.Jackson 4-10 0-2 8, R.Butler 8-11 0-0 17, Paul 2-
11 2-2 6, Pargo 4-14 0-0 9, Armstrong 1-7 2-4 4,
Johnson 3-6 2-2 8, Bass 1-2 0-0 2, Vinicius 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 32-79 11-17 77.
San Antonio 2 9 2 4 3 2 1 8 — 103
New Orleans 2 2 2 0 2 0 1 5 — 7 7

3-Point Goals—San Antonio 7-19 (Ginobili 3-7,
Bowen 1-1, Bonner 1-1, Udrih 1-3, Finley 1-4, Barry
0-3), New Orleans 2-7 (R.Butler 1-2, Pargo 1-3, Paul
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San Antonio
88 (Duncan 9), New Orleans 66 (Mason 9).
Assists—San Antonio 26 (Parker 8), New Orleans
17 (Paul 12). Total Fouls—San Antonio 19, New
Orleans 16. Technicals—New Orleans Defensive
Three Second, Mason. A—15,140. (19,163).

At Oakland, Calif.
HOUSTON (107)

Battier 4-9 1-2 12, Hayes 1-3 0-0 2, Yao 15-32 8-
8 38, Head 10-20 3-3 26, Alston 6-15 2-4 19,
Mutombo 0-0 0-0 0, Howard 2-5 2-2 6, Wells 2-7 0-
0 4, Spanoulis 0-5 0-0 0, Novak 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-
96 16-19 107.

GOLDEN STATE (109)
Pietrus 4-9 1-2 11, Barnes 2-6 2-4 7, Foyle 3-6 2-

3 8, Ellis 6-16 5-6 17, Davis 12-22 8-11 34, McLeod
0-4 3-3 3, Biedrins 6-7 3-3 15, Dunleavy 5-10 3-3
14. Totals 38-80 27-35 109.

Houston 2 1 2 9 2 8 2 9 — 107
Golden State 2 5 2 7 2 3 3 4 — 109

3-Point Goals—Houston 11-29 (Alston 5-10,
Battier 3-5, Head 3-8, Yao 0-1, Wells 0-2, Spanoulis
0-3), Golden State 6-21 (Pietrus 2-4, Davis 2-5,
Dunleavy 1-3, Barnes 1-4, McLeod 0-1, Ellis 0-4).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Houston 65 (Yao
18), Golden State 44 (Dunleavy, Pietrus 8).
Assists—Houston 30 (Alston 8), Golden State 24
(Davis 8). Total Fouls—Houston 23, Golden State
19. Technicals—Houston Defensive Three Second 3,
Wells, Golden State Defensive Three Second. A—
19,596. (19,596).

College Men’s Results
EAST

Dartmouth 71, Stony Brook 50
Harvard 72, Cent. Connecticut St. 65
Maine 75, Maine-Farmington 34

SOUTH
Appalachian St. 93, Brevard 53
Coll. of Charleston 62, Chattanooga 60
Lipscomb 75, Nicholls St. 55
Memphis 88, Austin Peay 63

MIDWEST
Northwestern 41, Wheaton, Ill. 39

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas 91, Oakland, Mich. 57
Arkansas St. 81, Denver 66

FAR WEST
CS Bakersfield 82, Pepperdine 76
CS Northridge 73, Master’s 66
San Diego 81, Campbell 69
Southern Cal 88, Bethune-Cookman 36

College Women’s Results
EAST

Columbia 66, Wagner 46
SOUTH

Louisiana-Lafayette 77, New Orleans 51
Louisville 67, Cincinnati 62
Middle Tennessee 93, South Alabama 58
Troy 78, Florida Atlantic 63

MIDWEST
N. Dakota St. 81, Valley City St. 31
Oregon 66, Drake 63
Wake Forest 55, Wright St. 49

SOUTHWEST
Texas Tech 79, Oral Roberts 67

FAR WEST
Arizona St. 75, UC Irvine 46
BYU 79, Weber St. 42
Montana St. 77, Montana-Western 71
Southern Cal 78, Prairie View 53

Prep Boys Results
Blue Hill 66, Silver Lake 42
Elwood 66, Cambridge 57
Gayville-Volin, S.D. 57, Wausa 37
Gibbon 50, Ravenna 44
Grand Island 71, Lincoln East 57
Grand Island Central Catholic 65, Minden 48
Heartland Lutheran 59, Rising City 49
Lincoln Southeast 50, Lincoln Southwest 45
Maywood 37, Brady 32
Nebraska Christian 55, Giltner 50
Nebraska City Lourdes 87, Nebraska SE

Consolidated 22
Omaha Northwest 69, Millard South 48
Raymond Central 56, Lincoln Christian 53
Santee 71, Omaha Nation 60
St. Edward 93, Elba 30
Wallace 66, Sutherland 51 

Pod Basketball Tournament
Pope John 51, Neligh-Oakdale 38
Wheeler Central 50, Chambers 39 

Red/Green Tournament
Consolation

Millard West 47, Omaha South 40 
Championship

Omaha Bryan 88, Omaha Westside 61

Prep Girls Results
Archbishop Bergan 68, Omaha Christian Academy 34
Avon, S.D. 51, Hartington Cedar Catholic 40
Beatrice 51, Norris 35
Bennington 49, Ashland-Greenwood 27
Blair 47, Council Bluffs St. Albert, Iowa 26
Blue Hill 56, Silver Lake 41
Cambridge 57, Elwood 23
Cedar Bluffs 76, Parkview Christian 19
Council Bluffs Jefferson, Iowa 67, Omaha Roncalli 60
Elba 56, St. Edward 40
Ewing 51, Orchard 19
Falls City 39, Johnson-Brock 37
Fort Calhoun 56, Wahoo 31
Gayville-Volin, S.D. 62, Wausa 47
Giltner 52, Nebraska Christian 24
Humphrey St. Francis 61, West Point Central

Catholic 47
Lincoln East 58, Grand Island 54
Lincoln Pius X 69, Waverly 44
Maywood 51, Brady 36
Millard South 49, Omaha Northwest 28
Minden 48, Grand Island Central Catholic 38
North Platte 50, McCook 30
Omaha Gross Catholic 48, Council Bluffs Lincoln,

Iowa 38
Omaha Marian 51, Millard North 36
Sioux County 58, Edgemont, S.D. 30
Southwest 49, Alma 33
Sutherland 47, Wallace 30
Syracuse 54, Nebraska City 48
Wisner-Pilger 50, Oakland-Craig 45 

Neligh-Oakdale Tournament
Chambers 55, Wheeler Central 27
Pope John 43, Neligh-Oakdale 38 

Red/Green Tournament
Consolation

Omaha South 48, Omaha Bryan 41 
Championship

Omaha Westside 59, Millard West 38 
Sacagawea Tournament

Cedar Rapids Washington, Iowa 64, South Sioux
City 63

Crofton 54, Battle Creek-Ida Grove, Iowa 49

GPAC
Women’s Basketball

Dordt def. Graceland, 109-103 (2OT)

Men’s Basketball
Graceland def. Dordt, 75-68
Peru State def. Briar Cliff, 76-57

Football
NFL Standings

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
New England 9 4 0 .692 281 186
N.Y. Jets 7 6 0 .538 254 269
Buffalo 6 7 0 .462 243 262
Miami 6 7 0 .462 228 222

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Indianapolis 10 3 0 .769 342 295
Jacksonville 8 5 0 .615 303 191
Tennessee 6 7 0 .462 247 314
Houston 4 9 0 .308 219 296

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 10 3 0 .769 276 170
Cincinnati 8 5 0 .615 317 250
Pittsburgh 6 7 0 .462 286 264
Cleveland 4 9 0 .308 208 293

West
W L T Pct PF PA

x-San Diego 11 2 0 .846 425 257
Kansas City 7 6 0 .538 267 256
Denver 7 6 0 .538 235 236
Oakland 2 11 0 .154 156 269

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 8 5 0 .615 349 260
N.Y. Giants 7 6 0 .538 292 268
Philadelphia 7 6 0 .538 315 282
Washington 4 9 0 .308 232 295

South
W L T Pct PF PA

New Orleans 9 4 0 .692 352 268
Atlanta 7 6 0 .538 244 256
Carolina 6 7 0 .462 226 244
Tampa Bay 3 10 0 .231 151 289

North
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Chicago 11 2 0 .846 360 177
Minnesota 6 7 0 .462 241 251
Green Bay 5 8 0 .385 249 343
Detroit 2 11 0 .154 236 324

West
W L T Pct PF PA

Seattle 8 6 0 .571 295 314
San Francisco 6 8 0 .429 252 363
St. Louis 5 8 0 .385 269 329
Arizona 4 9 0 .308 248 305

x-clinched division
Thursday’s Games

San Francisco 24, Seattle 14
Saturday’s Games

Dallas at Atlanta, 7 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Miami at Buffalo, noon
N.Y. Jets at Minnesota, noon
Detroit at Green Bay, noon
Tampa Bay at Chicago, noon
Jacksonville at Tennessee, noon
Cleveland at Baltimore, noon
Washington at New Orleans, noon
Houston at New England, noon
Pittsburgh at Carolina, noon
Denver at Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 3:15 p.m.
St. Louis at Oakland, 3:15 p.m.
Kansas City at San Diego, 7:15 p.m.

Monday’s Game
Cincinnati at Indianapolis, 7:30 p.m.

NFL Summary
At Seattle

San Francisco 0 3 0 21 — 24
Seattle 7 0 0 7 — 14

First Quarter
Sea—Alexander 3 run (Brown kick), 2:18.

Second Quarter
SF—FG Nedney 39, :03.

Fourth Quarter
SF—V.Davis 8 pass from A.Smith (Nedney kick),

11:24.
SF—Gore 20 pass from A.Smith (Nedney kick),

4:01.
SF—A.Smith 18 run (Nedney kick), 1:42.
Sea—Stevens 22 pass from Hasselbeck (Brown

kick), :09.
A—67,650.

SF Sea
First downs 15 22
Total Net Yards 390 300
Rushes-yards 38-228 27-90
Passing 162 210
Punt Returns 0-0 4-14
Kickoff Returns 2-29 5-98
Interceptions Ret. 2-27 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 14-25-0 20-37-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 3-10
Punts 8-45.0 7-37.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-0
Penalties-Yards 10-87 3-20
Time of Possession 31:04 28:56

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—San Francisco, Gore 29-144, A.Smith

6-33, Robinson 1-33, Battle 1-18, Hicks 1-0. Seattle,
Alexander 23-73, Morris 2-14, Hasselbeck 1-3,
Strong 1-0.

PASSING—San Francisco, A.Smith 14-25-0-162.
Seattle, Hasselbeck 20-37-2-220.

RECEIVING—San Francisco, Battle 5-97, Gore 4-34,
V.Davis 3-15, Bryant 2-16. Seattle, Hackett 8-87,
Stevens 5-64, Branch 4-54, Burleson 2-12, Strong 1-3.

MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.

College Football Bowls
Dec. 19 Poinsettia Bowl at San Diego, TCU vs.

Northern Illinois, 7 p.m. (ESPN2)
Dec. 21 Las Vegas Bowl, BYU vs. Oregon, 7 p.m.

(ESPN)
Dec. 22 New Orleans Bowl, Troy vs. Rice, 7 p.m.

(ESPN2)
Dec. 23 PapaJohn’s Bowl at Birmingham, Ala.,

South Florida vs. East Carolina, Noon (ESPN2)
Dec. 23 New Mexico Bowl at Albuquerque, New

Mexico vs. San Jose State, 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 23 Armed Forces Bowl at Fort Worth, Texas,

Tulsa vs. Utah, 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 24 Hawaii Bowl at Honolulu, Arizona State

vs. Hawaii, 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 26 Motor City Bowl at Detroit, Central

Michigan vs. Middle Tennessee, 6:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 27 Emerald Bowl at San Francisco, Florida

State vs. UCLA, 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 28 Independence Bowl at Shreveport, La.,

Oklahoma State vs. Alabama, 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 28 Holiday Bowl at San Diego, California vs.

Texas A&M, 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 28 Texas Bowl at Houston, Rutgers vs.

Kansas State, 7 p.m. (NFL)
Dec. 29 Music City Bowl at Nashville, Tenn.,

Clemson vs. Kentucky, Noon (ESPN)
Dec. 29 Sun Bowl at El Paso, Missouri vs. Oregon

State, 1 p.m. (CBS)
Dec. 29 Liberty Bowl at Memphis, Tenn., South

Carolina vs. Houston, 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 29 Insight Bowl at Tempe, Ariz., Minnesota

vs. Texas Tech, 3:30 p.m. (NFL)
Dec. 29 Champ Sports Bowl at Orlando, Fla.,

Maryland vs. Purdue, 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 30 Meineke Bowl at Charlotte, N.C., Navy

vs. Boston College, Noon (ESPN)
Dec. 30 Alamo Bowl at San Antonio, Iowa vs.

Texas, 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 30 Chick-fil-A Bowl at Atlanta, Virginia Tech

vs. Georgia, 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 31 MPC Computers Bowl at Boise, Idaho,

Nevada vs. Miami, 6:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Jan. 1 Outback Bowl at Tampa, Fla., Penn State

vs. Tennessee, 10 a.m. (ESPN)
Jan. 1 Cotton Bowl at Dallas, Auburn vs.

Nebraska, 10:30 a.m. (FOX)
Jan. 1 Capital One Bowl at Orlando, Fla.,

Wisconsin vs. Arkansas, Noon (ABC)
Jan. 1 Gator Bowl at Jacksonville, Fla., Georgia

Tech vs. West Virginia, Noon (CBS)
Jan. 1 Rose Bowl at Pasadena, Calif., Southern

Cal vs. Michigan, 4 p.m. (ABC)
Jan. 1 Fiesta Bowl at Glendale, Ariz., Boise State

vs. Oklahoma, 7:30 p.m. (FOX)
Jan. 2 Orange Bowl at Miami, Wake Forest vs.

Louisville, 7 p.m. (FOX)
Jan. 3 Sugar Bowl at New Orleans, LSU vs. Notre

Dame, 7 p.m. (FOX)
Jan. 6 International Bowl at Toronto, Cincinnati

vs. Western Michigan, 11:00 a.m. (ESPN2)
Jan. 7 GMAC Bowl at Mobile, Ala., Southern

Miss. vs. Ohio, 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Jan. 8 BCS National Championship at Glendale,

Ariz., Ohio State vs. Florida, 7 p.m. (FOX)

Hockey
NHL Standings

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
N.Y. Rangers 18 10 4 40 104 94
New Jersey 17 11 2 36 76 76
N.Y. Islanders 15 11 3 33 88 83
Pittsburgh 14 11 5 33 96 97
Philadelphia 8 19 4 20 76 120

Northeast Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Buffalo 24 5 2 50 126 90
Montreal 18 8 5 41 95 86
Ottawa 16 16 1 33 108 98
Toronto 14 13 5 33 100 109
Boston 15 12 2 32 86 101

Southeast Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Atlanta 18 9 5 41 105 95
Carolina 15 13 4 34 99 103
Washington 13 10 7 33 95 105
Tampa Bay 14 16 2 30 103 104
Florida 10 18 6 26 85 113

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 20 8 3 43 105 82
Detroit 18 8 4 40 84 68
Chicago 12 13 5 29 76 89
Columbus 11 16 3 25 76 83
St. Louis 7 19 4 18 68 107

Northwest Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Edmonton 17 12 2 36 86 79
Minnesota 16 13 2 34 88 86
Vancouver 16 15 1 33 74 84
Calgary 15 11 3 33 82 68
Colorado 15 14 2 32 99 88

Pacific Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Anaheim 25 3 6 56 123 81
San Jose 23 10 0 46 99 70
Dallas 20 12 0 40 85 71
Los Angeles 12 17 4 28 92 112
Phoenix 12 18 1 25 78 115

Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss
or shootout loss.

Thursday’s Games
Buffalo 2, Florida 1
Boston 5, New Jersey 3
Montreal 4, Tampa Bay 2
Nashville 6, Ottawa 0
Detroit 3, Chicago 2
N.Y. Rangers 5, Dallas 2
Edmonton 3, Minnesota 1

Phoenix 5, Columbus 4, SO
Vancouver 3, Calgary 1
Los Angeles 4, San Jose 2

Friday’s Games
Toronto at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh, 6:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Colorado, 8 p.m.

Volleyball
NCAA Division I tourney

Semifinals
At Qwest Center

Omaha, Neb.
Thursday, Dec. 14

Nebraska def. UCLA, 3-1 (23-30, 30-28, 30-23,
30-28)

Stanford def. Washington, 3-0 (30-12, 30-25,
30-15)

Championship
Saturday, Dec. 16

Nebraska (32-1) vs. Stanford (30-3), 8 p.m.

Transactions
Baseball

Major League Baseball
MLB—Suspended minor league RHP Hector

Noesi of the New York Yankees for 50 games for
testing positive for a performance-enhancing sub-
stance. Nullified Tampa Bay’s waiver claim for LHP
Bobby Livingston and subsequent trade of
Livingston to Philadelphia. Assigned Livingston to
Cincinnati on a waiver claim.

American League
BOSTON RED SOX—Agreed to terms with RHP

Daisuke Matsuzaka on a six-year contract.
SEATTLE MARINERS—Agreed to terms with RHP

Miguel Batista on a three-year contract.
National League
ATLANTA BRAVES—Named Tony DeMacio spe-

cial assistant to the general manager-major league
scout.

CINCINNATI REDS—Claimed LHP Bobby
Livingston off waivers from the Seattle Mariners.

FLORIDA MARLINS—Named Richard Gale pitch-
ing coach for Albuquerque of the PCL; Brandon Hyde
manager and Ben Heimos trainer for Carolina of the
Southern League; Luis Dorante manager and Josue
Espada hitting coach for Jupiter of the Florida State
League; Edwin Rodriguez manager, John Duffy pitch-
ing coach, Anthony Iapoce hitting coach and James
Stone trainer for Greensboro of the South Atlantic
League; Darin Everson manager, Charlie Corbell Jr.
pitching coach, Johnny Rodriguez hitting coach and
Cesar Roman trainer for Jamestown of the New
York-Penn League; and Tim Cossins manager for the
Marlins of the Gulf Coast League.

HOUSTON ASTROS—Named Gregg Langbehn
manager of Lexington of the South Atlantic League;
Pete Rancont manager of Tri-City of the New York-
Penn League; Rodney Linares manager of
Greeneville of the Appalachian League; Mike Smith
minor league strength and conditioning coordinator,
Orv Franchuck minor league hitting coordinator and
Jaime Garcia assistant pitching coordinator.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed to terms
with OF Kory Casto, C Brandon Harper, RHP Chris
Schroder, RHP Chris Booker and LHP Mike Hinckley.

Basketball
Women’s National Basketball Association
INDIANA FEVER—Announced the retirement of F

Charlotte Smith.

Football
National Football League
NFL—Fined Pittsburgh LB Joey Porter $10,000

for statements made to Cleveland TE Kellen
Winslow after a Dec. 7 game.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Placed WR Brandon
Stokley on injured reserve. Signed WR John
Standeford from the practice squad.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS—Placed S Nick
Sorensen on injured reserve. Signed DE Jeremy Mincey.

ST. LOUIS RAMS—Placed LB Pisa Tinoisamoa on
injured reserve.

Hockey
National Hockey League
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS—Assigned RW

Brandon Bochenski and C Martin St. Pierre to
Norfolk of the AHL.

DALLAS STARS—recalled C Joel Lundqvist from
Iowa.

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS—Assigned D Lars Jonsson
and LW Boyd Kane to Philadelphia of the AHL.

PHOENIX COYOTES—Recalled D Matt Jones
from San Antonio of the AHL.

ST. LOUIS BLUES—Assigned G Marek Schwarz
to Peoria of the AHL.

VANCOUVER CANUCKS—Assigned D Alex Elder
and F Lee Goren to Manitoba of the AHL.

Track & Field
USATF—Named Stanley Redwine coach for the

2007 Pan American Games.

College
CINCINNATI—Named Joe Tresey defensive coor-

dinator, Greg Forest running backs coach, Mike Elston
tight ends coach and Tim Hinton linebackers coach.

PITTSBURGH—Named Buddy Morris strength
and conditioning coach and Tom Myslinski assistant
strength and conditioning coach.

SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA—Named Michael
Lucas football coach.

VALPARAISO—Named Jeff French men’s assis-
tant tennis coach.
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Friday’s TV broadcasts
Basketball Station
7 p.m., Philadelphia at Dallas ESPN
9:30 p.m., Houston at Los Angeles Lakers ESPN
College Football Station
7 p.m., NCAA Division I-AA championship ESPN2
Golf Station
3 p.m., PGA, Target World Challenge, second round USA
Hockey Station
7:30 p.m., Edmonton at Colorado ALT

Local
AC 9TH-GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL
GRAND ISLAND — The Adams Central

ninth-grade boys basketball team defeated
Grand Island Central Catholic 28-23 Monday.

Connor Lyons led the Patriots with nine
points and John Oerter added eight.

Adams Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  5  8  6 — 28
Grand Island Central Catholic . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5  5  7  6 — 23

Adams Central (28)
Connor Lyons 9, John Oerter 8, Tyler Lay 6, Micah Schutte 3, Bryce

Hinrichs 2.

HHS BOYS SOPHOMORE BASKETBALL
The Hastings High sophomore boys basketball

team fell to Kearney 84-37 Monday.
Trey Cusatis led the Tigers with 11 points and

Jake Herrmann added seven.

ELKS HOOP SHOOT
The following placed at the Elks Hoop Shoot

held Sunday at Hastings High:
Boys

8-9 — 1, Brooks Asher; 2, Brett Dieken; 3, Trev Anderson.
10-11 — 1, Alex Sheehey; 2, Creighton Buhr; 3, Zach Merrill.
12-13 — 1, Brady Barrett; 2, Chandler Hysell; 3, Tyler LeBar.

Girls
8-9 — 1, Jordyn Christy; 2, Brianna LeBar; 3, Ashley Petr.
10-11 — 1, Maci Coffey; 2, Baily Petzoldt; 3, Baily Christy.
12-13 — 1, Tessa Johnson; 2, Kelsey Christenson.

SUTTON WRESTLING
FRIEND — Sutton lost to Friend 51-29 Thursday.
Sutton’s Kyle Johnson pinned Evan Buresh in

4:40 at the 119 weight class. Teammate Kevin
George pinned Mason McClintock in 4:26 at 140
pounds. Sutton’s other winner was Aaron
Carlson at 112 pounds by defeating Seth Kucera
15-0 on a technical fall.

SATURDAY
USHL Hockey:  Cedar Rapids RoughRiders at Tri-City Storm  . . . . . . . . . . .3:05 p.m.
College men’s basketball:  Hastings College at Southwestern College . . . . . .5 p.m.
College women’s basketball: Hastings College at Southwestern College  . . .5 p.m.
Prep boys basketball: York at Hastings High  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:45 p.m.
Prep boys basketball:  Gibbon at Adams Central  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:45 p.m.
Prep boys basketball:  Superior at St. Cecilia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 p.m.
Prep girls basketball:  Gibbon at Adams Central  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6 p.m.
Prep girls basketball:  Superior at St. Cecilia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:15 p.m.
Prep wrestling:  Hastings High at Grand Island Senior High Invitational . . .9:30 a.m.
Prep wrestling:  St. Cecilia at Kearney Catholic Invitational  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 a.m.
Prep swimming:  Hastings High at Lincoln Southeast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 a.m.

Area Schedule
Prep boys basketball

Bruning-Davenport at Sterling
Doniphan-Trumbull, Fillmore Central,

Sandy Creek at Sandy Creek/Fillmore
Central Tournament

Heartland Lutheran at Harvard
Lawrence-Nelson at Shelton
Central City at Minden
Alma at Red Cloud
Sutton at Wood River
Thayer Central at Tri-County
Wilcox-Hildreth at Pleasanton

Prep girls basketball
Bruning-Davenport at Sterling
Doniphan-Trumbull, Fillmore Central,

Sandy Creek at Sandy Creek/Fillmore
Central Tournament

Heartland Lutheran at Harvard
Lawrence-Nelson at Shelton
Central City at Minden
Alma at Red Cloud
Sutton at Wood River
Thayer Central at Tri-County
Wilcox-Hildreth at Pleasanton

Prep wrestling
Red Cloud/Blue Hill at Elgin/Pope John

Invitational
Franklin, Kenesaw/Shelton, Fillmore

Central at Wilcox-Hildreth
Clay Center/Harvard, South Central at

Cambridge Invitational
Minden at Valentine Invitational
Sutton at Dorchester Tournament
Thayer Central at Auburn

Saturday’s TV broadcasts
Basketball Station
6 p.m., Denver at New York ALT
6 p.m., Chicago at Atlanta WGN
Boxing Station
8:45 p.m., Featherweights, Litzau (20-0) vs. Hernandez (21-3) HBO
College Football Station
11 a.m., NCAA Division II championship ESPN2
3 p.m., NCAA Division III championship ESPN
College Men’s Basketball Station
11 a.m., Pittsburgh at Wisconsin ESPN
Noon, John R. Wooden Tradition, game 1, Butler vs. Purdue WGN
12:30 p.m., Kentucky at Louisville CBS
1 p.m., Northern Illinois at Michigan ALT
1 p.m., Texas Tech vs. Arkansas ESPN
1 p.m., UNC Asheville at North Carolina FSN
2 p.m., Bradley vs. Iowa State ESPN2
2:45 p.m., John R. Wooden Tradition, Cincinnati vs. Ohio St. CBS
4 p.m., Gonzaga vs. Georgia ESPN2
College Volleyball Station
8 p.m., NCAA Division I championship, Nebraska vs. Stanford ESPN2
Football Station
7 p.m., Dallas at Atlanta NFL
Golf Station
2 p.m., PGA, Target World Challenge, third round ABC

Saturday’s radio broadcasts
College Football Station
11 a.m., NCAA Division II championship KXPN (1460 AM)
College Men’s Basketball Station
5 p.m., Hastings College at Southwestern College KHAS (1230 AM)
College Women’s Basketball Station
2:45 p.m., Hastings College at Southwestern College KHAS (1230 AM)
Prep Boys Basketball Station
7:45 p.m., Gibbon at Adams Central KLIQ (94.5 FM)
7:30 p.m., York at Hastings High KHAS (1230 AM)
8 p.m., Superior at St. Cecilia KRFS (103.9 FM)
8 p.m., Superior at St. Cecilia KRFS (1600 AM)
Prep Girls Basketball Station
5:45 p.m., Gibbon at Adams Central KLIQ (94.5 FM)
6:15 p.m., Superior at St. Cecilia KRFS (103.9 FM)
6:15 p.m., Superior at St. Cecilia KRFS (1600 AM)

Tribland
FRIDAY

USHL Hockey:  Cedar Rapids RoughRiders at Tri-City Storm  . . . . . . . . . . .7:05 p.m.
College women’s basketball:  Hastings College at Sterling College  . . . . . . . .6 p.m.
Prep boys basketball:  Hastings High at Ralston  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:45 p.m.
Prep boys basketball:  Adams Central at Ord  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:15 p.m.
Prep boys basketball:  St. Cecilia at Sutton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:45 p.m.
Prep girls basketball:  Omaha Skutt at Hastings High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:45 p.m.
Prep girls basketball:  Adams Central at Ord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Prep swimming:  Hastings High at Lincoln Southeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1:30 p.m.

Area Schedule
Prep boys basketball

Deshler at Franklin
Wilber-Clatonia at Doniphan-Trumbull at

Sandy Creek/Fillmore Central tourney
Sandy Creek at Fillmore Central at

Sandy Creek/Fillmore Central tourney
Clay Center at Exeter-Milligan
McCool Junction at Giltner
Kenesaw at Silver Lake
Friend at Lawrence-Nelson
Red Cloud at Shelton
Rock Hills at Southern Cloud
Meridian at Shickley
Smith Center at Trego
Superior at Southern Valley
Heartland at Thayer Central

Prep girls basketball
Clay Center at Exeter-Milligan

Deshler at Franklin
Wilber-Clatonia at Doniphan-Trumbull at

Sandy Creek/Fillmore Central tourney
Sandy Creek at Fillmore Central at

Sandy Creek/Fillmore Central tourney
Deshler at Franklin
McCool Junction at Giltner
Kenesaw at Silver Lake
Friend at Lawrence-Nelson
Red Cloud at Shelton
Meridian at Shickley
Smith Center at Trego
Superior at Southern Valley
Heartland at Thayer Central

Prep wrestling
Bruning-Davenport/Deshler, Doniphan-

Trumbull at Centura Invitational
Osborne/Plainville at Smith Center

Friday’s radio broadcasts
College Women’s Basketball Station
5:45 p.m., Hastings College at Sterling College KHAS (1230 AM)
Prep Boys Basketball Station
7:30 p.m., St. Cecilia at Sutton KICS (1550 AM)
7:45 p.m., Superior at Southern Valley KRFS (1600 AM)
7:45 p.m., Superior at Southern Valley KRFS (103.9 FM)
8:15 p.m., Adams Central at Ord KLIQ (94.5 FM)
Prep Girls Basketball Station
6:45 p.m., Superior at Southern Valley KRFS (1600 AM)
6:45 p.m., Superior at Southern Valley KRFS (103.9 FM)
6:15 p.m., Adams Central at Ord KLIQ (94.5 FM)

Fantasy football puts some players in awkward position
EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press
When Colts linebacker Cato June

saw Tom Brady throw a touchdown
pass over his head, somewhere in
the back of his mind, he knew it
wasn’t a total loss.

And when Redskins tight end Chris
Cooley crossed the goal line himself
three times in one game, he knew there
was another side to his career day.

Both are involved in fantasy foot-
ball leagues, which can make for
some very strange bedfellows
among NFL players.

The billion-dollar business boasts an
estimated 12.8 million participants,
more than a few of whom are NFL
players themselves. Because the NFL
does not consider fantasy football
gambling, there is no prohibition
against players participating in leagues.

It’s all fun and games according to
the league and its players, although
sometimes, that can put those play-
ers in somewhat awkward positions.

“Playing New England, I can’t be
happy with (Brady) throwing a TD
pass, but in the back of my mind,
I’m like, ’Yeah, I just got six points in
my fantasy league,”’ June said in a
lighthearted interview after a
November game against the Patriots
in which he disclosed Brady was on
his fantasy team.

The NFL says it has no problem
with players partaking in the fantasy
football sensation.

“It is not an issue,” NFL
spokesman Brian McCarthy said. “It
is ludicrous to think a player would
jeopardize his playing career to score
points for his fantasy team.”

But on Thursday, Cato refused to
speak to an Associated Press
reporter after being advised by
team officials that the AP was work-
ing on a story involving fantasy
football and gambling.

Colts spokesman Craig Kelley did
not return messages left by the AP on
his voicemail seeking clarification.

NFL union chief Gene Upshaw said
the players have every right to play
fantasy football without thinking
they’re compromising themselves or
impinging the integrity of the game.

“Don’t assume every little fantasy
football thing is about gambling,
because it’s not,” Upshaw said. “Our
guys do a lot of stuff. They play
video games against each other,
things like that. I don’t think it’s
related to gambling. I think that’s a
real big stretch.”

A handful of players interviewed
last week said they were only vague-
ly familiar with the inner workings
of fantasy football, but overall,
thought it was a good thing.

In many leagues, a group of
friends get together, decide the
stakes, pay an entry fee, and awards
are doled out for all kinds of accom-
plishments — both weekly and sea-
sonlong, with the biggest prize

going to the league winner. One
study said fantasy sports players
spend an average of $493 a year.

Tony Cabot, an attorney who spe-
cializes in gaming law, says although
it’s true fantasy football isn’t legally
defined as gambling, there’s an
almost indiscernible line between
that and straight football betting,
which is illegal in most states and
completely forbidden inside the NFL.

“I don’t know what the differ-
ence is, if you’re risking something
of value, and it’s something you
can control, what difference does
it make if it’s a game or a fantasy
contest?” Cabot said.

For the players, there is more at
stake than the money or bragging
rights that could be won or lost in
fantasy leagues.

There’s also the issue of publicity.
In a sport that values team accom-
plishments over everything else,
fantasy football is a game about
individuals and individual stats.

“It’s nice to have some individual
recognition every now and then,”
Giants running back Tiki Barber
said in a story posted earlier this
month on espn.com. “Fantasy foot-
ball does that.”

Now, it’s about Peyton Manning
and LaDainian Tomlinson, Randy
Moss and Neil Rackers — all of
whom could be playing at the same
time in different cities, and whose
stats are on a constant scroll at the
bottom of the TV screen.

“Before, you’d show who won
and show who did well,” Manning
said. “In fantasy, that’s the big thing
I’m getting — I was the No. 1 pick
and I’ve got people telling me I’m
letting them down. People’s priori-
ties get confused. I love a 10-3 win.
That’s old-school football.”

Last year, Cooley caught 71 passes
and seven touchdowns, three of
which came against Dallas in a key
December game. It was a career day
for him ... and a really good day, as
well, for the guy he was playing
against in his fantasy football league.

“I honestly lost because I beat
myself,” Cooley said in an interview
during training camp. “I was on the
other (fantasy) team, and I score
three touchdowns against Dallas, and
I lost to myself in fantasy points.”

Cooley doesn’t take his fantasy
teams seriously, saying he plays
because it keeps him in touch with
old high school friends back in Utah.

Upshaw says it’s for those reasons
that he doesn’t see a smoking gun in
this fantasy football debate.

“It’s not like they’re out there
shaving points, missing passes,” he
said. “Fantasy is what it is. It’s fanta-
sy. It’s why they call it fantasy, not
reality. Reality is what they do on
Sunday when they really play.
You’ve got to separate the fantasy
part from reality.”

Huskers name Buddy Wyatt new defensive line coach
The Associated Press

LINCOLN — Nebraska has hired
Buddy Wyatt to fill the assistant-
coaching position left vacant by the
recent departure of John Blake.

Wyatt, 40, comes to the Huskers
as the defensive line coach at
University of Alabama.

“Coach Wyatt has a long track

record of developing outstanding
defensive lines at each stop in his
coaching career,” Nebraska coach
Bill Callahan said in a statement.

He also said Wyatt has “a proven
track record as an outstanding
recruiter.”

On Tuesday, Callahan issued a state-
ment thanking defensive line coach

Blake for his service to the team.
Nebraska officials would not com-

ment further on Blake’s departure,
but it has been widely speculated
that he is headed to North Carolina
to work under new head football
coach Butch Davis.

Wyatt will join the Nebraska
coaching staff immediately to help

prepare the defense for the Cotton
Bowl game against Auburn.

Like Blake, he is regarded as one of
the best recruiters in the nation.

He spent the past four seasons as the
defensive line coach at Alabama. Before
that, Wyatt held coaching positions at
Texas A&M, Colorado, Northwestern,
Oklahoma State and Minnesota.
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 Whom do you call if you 
 have a potential story for 
 print?

 The answer, of course, 
 is the Hastings Tribune or 
 an authorized 
 representative.

 Listed below are 
 Tribune correspondents 
 and phone numbers. If 
 you have a news tip, a 
 news story, or a picture 
 possibility, call the 
 correspondent nearest 
 you.

 He or she will get the 
 information to the 

 Tribune as soon as 
 possible. If your 
 community isn’t 
 represented drop the 
 Tribune a line at Box 788, 
 Hastings, NE 68902, if you 
 would like to be a 
 correspondent or know 
 someone who would be 
 interested.

 Sometimes we miss a 
 story because no one took 
 the time to call us. Here’s 
 your chance to make sure 
 your community is 
 covered in the Tribune.

 What’s New In Your Area?

 Give the Tribune a Call

 Town  Correspondent  Phone

 Deshler, NE 68340 . . . . . . . . . . . Jim & Peg  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 365-7569
 P.O.Box 342                       Hardwick

 Esbon, KS 66941  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lesa Peroutek  . . . . . . . . . (785) 725-4871
 Rt. 1, Box 15

 Fairbury, NE 68352  . . . . . . . Denise Andersen  . . . . (402) 729-3916
 56040 716 Road

 Geneva, NE 68361  . . . . . . . . . . Dianne Girmus  . . . . . . . . (402) 759-3643
 511 N. 9th

 Harvard, NE 68944  . . . . . . . . Lisa K. Hiatt  . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 772-2062
 P.O. Box 111

 Lawrence, NE 68957 . . . . . . . Leonard Haba . . . . . . . . . . (402) 756-7391
 6525 E. Silver Lake Rd .  .  (402) 462-9509

 Red Cloud, NE 68970 . . . . . Susan Danehey . . . . . . . . (402) 746-3554
 1141 Road K

 Stamford, NE 68977  . . . . . . . Diana Lambson  . . . . . . . (308) 868-3545
 Box 104

 Superior, NE 68978  . . . . . . . . Beth Bohling  . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 879-3494
 1345 Commercial

 Superior, NE 68978  . . . . . . . . Donna Christensen  (402) 879-3865
 945 E. Second St.

 Sutton, NE 68979  . . . . . . . . . . . . Beth Bartell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 773-5537
 P.O. Box 1

 Upland, NE 68981-9723  .  Ivan Schoone  . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 756-0217
 Rt. 1, Box 62

 REGIONAL REPORTER
 Hastings, NE 68902  . . . . . . . . Tony Herrman  . . . . . . . . . (402) 461-1251
 P.O. Box 788

 REGIONAL EDITOR
 Hastings, NE 68902  . . . . . . . . Andy Raun  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 461-1251
 P.O. Box 788

AMY ROH/Tribune

Nebraska's Dani Busboom tries to get to the ball in game 4 against UCLA in the semifinal of NCAA Division I Volleyball
Championship Thursday at the Qwest Center in Omaha.

Continued from page C1
Unlike the match against Minnesota,

Nebraska didn’t let the Bruins take the first
two games.

“Going down 0-2 is the hardest thing,
even with the crowd,” setter Rachel
Hollowly said. “We did it against
Minnesota, but that was the hardest thing
I’ve done in my life. It was a crucial turning
point in the match. Once we made it 1-1, I
thought we had a great chance from there.”

The Bruins entered Thursday night’s
match on a 20-game winning streak that
extended to 21 after never trailing in the
first game.

UCLA jumped out to an early 5-1 lead in
the opening game, leading all the way until
the Huskers’ finally tied it at 13-all after a
Tracy Stalls solo block and a Bruin hitting
error.

The Bruins came right back, taking an 18-
14 lead that increased to 26-17 as Nebraska
took a pair of timeouts to no avail. Leading
19-17, the Bruins rattled off seven straight
points to essentially put the match away.

The Bruin lead got as big as 28-18 before
a late Nebraska rally that temporarily woke
up the crowd. But it was too late as UCLA
held on for the 30-23 win.

The Bruins hit .250 in the first game
while Nebraska was at only .143.

“I’m not sure we could have played any
worse. That might have been our worse
game of the year,” Cook said. “UCLA was

just giving the ball to us and … we were all
over the place. But the experience against
Minnesota, of being able to come back and
having that confidence, kind of kicked in
for us.”

NU junior right side hitter Sarah Pavan
had six kills but also four attack errors in the
opening game. UCLA’s Kaitlin Sather and
Nana Meriwether each had five kills as the
duo combined to hit .476.

Nebraska finally took a lead in the match
at 13-12 in the second game, bringing the
crowd to its feet. Nebraska increased its lead
to three before the Bruins went on a 7-2 run
to regain the lead at 26-24.

With the Bruins still leading by two at 28-
26, the Huskers scored the final four points
of the match to tie the match at one game
apiece.

Pavan got a big kill, her 13th of the
match, to make the score 28-27. A UCLA
hitting error tied the game and forced the
Bruins to take a timeout. A stuff block by
Kari Cooper and Holloway gave the Huskers
the lead and a UCLA lift ended the game.

“If we go down 0-2, we’re in a big hole to
come back — even though we have the
crowd,” Cook said. “I think that also took a
little bit out of UCLA. That was probably
the turning point of the match.”

The third game started right how the
fourth ended — back and forth. But with
the score tied 13-13, Nebraska took control
of the game with 10 straight points — three

of which came on Stalls kills and two of
which came on Pavan aces.

Stalls finished the third game with seven
kills, including the game-winner as she hit
an astonishing .875 in the game. As a team,
the Huskers hit .312 in the game after hit-
ting just .144 in the first two games. The
Huskers also hit .312 in the fourth game to
finish with a .225 attack percentage for the
match.

The Huskers led most of the fourth game,
although the Bruins were within only one
at 28-27 after recording three straight
points. But after trading points, the Huskers
got the match winner on a kill by Jordan
Larson, who had all six of her kills in the
final game.

Pavan finished with a match-high 22
kills. She also had four ace serves, tying a
career high.

“Historically, I haven’t served too well in
the Qwest Center,” Pavan said. “I’m not
going to lie. I was a little bit nervous about
serving back here again. I just got into
rhythm.”

The Huskers will now try to accomplish
what they couldn’t last year, when they lost
in three games to Washington. It won’t be a
rematch, though, as Stanford swept the
Huskies Thursday night.

“It’s unreal to be back in the national
championship game — in Omaha,”
Busboom said. “I can’t even describe it. It’s
such an awesome feeling.”

Continued from page C1
Seattle drove to the San

Francisco 27 on the next
series, but on third-and-1
Shaun Alexander was stopped
for no gain. Seattle coach Mike
Holmgren chose to go for it on
fourth-down, but Mack Strong
was stopped.

Gore then started to take
over. He rushed for 34 yards
on the ensuing drive and
caught a 20-yard TD pass.
Smith stepped out of
Herndon’s grasp, scrambled
and found Gore behind
defense near the goal line.

“It was most pleasing
because we stayed the course
in the things that it takes to
win,” San Francisco coach
Mike Nolan said.

Smith finished 14-of-25 for
162 yards, after going 5-of-12
for 38 yards in the first half.
Gore, who rushed for a fran-
chise record 212 yards in the
first meeting with Seattle, ran
for 104 yards in the fourth
quarter. The 49ers rolled up
196 total yards in the final 15
minutes.

Hasselbeck threw a 22-yard
touchdown to Jerramy Stevens
with 9 seconds left, for the

final margin, but was out-
played by Smith. Hasselbeck
finished 20-of-37 for 220
yards, and threw a pair of
interceptions. The most dam-
aging came on the first posses-
sion of the second half, when
Hasselbeck tried to hit D.J.
Hackett in the end zone, but
49ers’ safety Mark Roman
stepped in front of Hackett.

Other than the final touch-
down to Stevens, Seattle never
threatened again. Alexander
had a 3-yard touchdown in
the first half, but was held to
73 yards on 22 carries, includ-
ing just 16 yards in the second
half.

“I expect to play to a certain
level and when we don’t, I’m
disappointed,” Holmgren said.

Notes: With leading receiver
Darrell Jackson out (toe),
Hackett finished with a career-
high eight catches for 87
yards. ... San Francisco C Eric
Heitmann broke his right leg
in the first quarter. Tony
Wragge replaced him. ... CB
Shawantae Spencer, who
missed the last three games
with an ankle injury, got his
first interception of the season
in the fourth quarter.

Continued from page C1
That’s right when the

Huskers started to take
over the match after
being dominated in the
first game.

“(Coming into the
match), we were going to
try to run (Stalls) away
from Meriwether,” Cook
said. “We were going to
try to keep her away from
Meriwether. Once we fig-
ured out she couldn’t
stop her, we said ‘let’s go
on a run.’

“Meriwether is really
good when she has time

to block. When you go at
her, she’s not as good. ”

Said Stalls: “I really
wanted to keep it simple.
Sometimes when you get
so bogged down into
wanting to make the spe-
cial plays, you’re not
even doing the stuff you
want to do.”

Cook said he saw Stalls
get “in the zone” against
Minnesota in the region
finals and against Texas
during the regular sea-
son.

“In the big matches,
she’s like that,” he said.

Stalls’ performance
helped overcome a sub-
par outing for Jordan
Larson, who had a .000
attack percentage as she
finished with six kills and
six hitting errors on 50
attack attempts.

Stalls gave a lot of cred-
it to Holloway, who con-
nected with Stalls for sev-
eral of her 17 kills.

“Rhythm is key,” Stalls
said. “We started passing
better. … (Holloway)
would just throw it up
there and I’d do some-
thing with it.”

Blue Hill Girls 56
Silver Lake Girls 41

BLUE HILL — Blue Hill
defeated Silver Lake on
Thursday 56-41.

Rachel Van Boening led Blue
Hill with 14 points. Teammate
Kelsey Bonifas tallied 11 points
while Raelene Buschow added
eight points.

Silver Lake’s Olivia Grigg tal-
lied 17 points while McKenzie
Mangers, Maddie Thurston, and
Joslynn Roth all added six
points each.

Silver Lake (3-3) 5 1 0 1 0 1 6 —  4 1
Blue Hill (4-1) 1 4 1 4 2 2 6 —  5 6

Blue Hill (56)
Christina Hubl 7, Kelsey Bonifas 11,

Danielle Hubl 2, Madison Coffey 7, Page
Kohmetscher 7, Raelene Buschow 8, Rachel
Van Boening 14 

Silver Lake (41)

McKenzie Mangers 6, Jami Shaw 2,
Maddie Thurston 6, Caitlin Bruckman 4,
Joslynn Roth 6, Olivia Grigg 17.

Giltner Girls 52
Nebraska Christian Girls 24

CENTRAL CITY — Giltner
defeated Nebraska Christian on
Thursday 52-24.

Natalie Harmon led Giltner
with 12 points. Teammates
Jenny Lockmon and Stasia Ott
both added 10 points while
Gretchen Kreutz tallied six
points.

Giltner (5-0) 1 6 1 0 1 1 1 5 —  5 2
NE Christian (0-6) 2 7 4 1 1 —  2 4

Giltner (52)
Alex Hosier 1, Chelsea Stallings 5, Natalie

Harmon 12, Gretchen Kreutz 6, Jenny
Lockmon 10, Jordan Ashby 2, Stasia Ott 10,
Chelsie White 2, Molly Ocker 4 

Nebraska Christian (24)
Rebecca Woods 1, Chrissy Ritta 7, Lacy

Tonniges 3, Emily Murphy 8, Loy Greiss 5 .

Blue Hill Boys 66
Silver Lake Boys 42

BLUE HILL — Blue Hill
defeated Silver Lake 66-42 on
Thursday.

Jacob Bachman led Blue Hill
with 16 points. Teammates
Tyson Jordening and Zach Herz
both tallied 13 points while
Brandon Faimon added eight
points.

Silver Lake’s Josh Oles had 10
points while Derrick Shaw
added eight points.

Silver Lake (0-5) 1 0 1 0 7 1 5 —  4 2
Blue Hill (3-2) 1 6 1 7 1 1 2 2 —  6 6

Blue Hill (66)
Tyson Jordening, 13, Jeff Hubl 4, Shawn

Hastings 2, Brandon Faimon 8, Jacob
Bachman 16, Trent Ockinga 4, Cody Karr 4,
Zach Herz 13, Corey Willicott 2

Silver Lake (42)
Josh Oles 10, Shaun Fisher 2, Gary

Thompson 5, Brett Bonifas 2, Mitch Hansen
2, Reid Choquette 4, Derrick Shaw 8, Jordan
Grabill 4, Connor Morris 5.

GICC Boys 65
Minden Boys 48

GRAND ISLAND — Minden
fell to Grand Island Central
Catholic on Thursday 65-48.

Spencer Choquette led
Minden with 12 points and 10
rebounds. Teammate Dallis
Christensen tallied nine points,
four assists, and 10 rebounds
while Nic Carlson added seven
points.

Minden (2-2) 1 3 1 4 1 7 4 —  4 8
GICC (6-0) 2 3 1 7 1 3 1 2 —  6 5

Grand Island Central Catholic (65)
Aaron Galvan 1, Spencer Fahley 4, Joe

Partenington 18, Sam Bolton 4, Brad Kulus
14, Jake Johnson 24 

Minden (48)
Nic Carlson 7, Spencer Choquette 12, Gavin

Blum 6, Jordan Granger 5, Stuart Anderson 3,
Dallis Christensen 9, Cody Krull 6.

Tribland Basketball Roundup

NU: Huskers reach finals with win over UCLA

AMY ROH/
Tribune

Nebraska ’s
Jordan Lar-
son cele-
brates in
game four in
the semifi-
nal of NCAA
Division I
V o l l e y b a l l
C h a m p i o n -
ship against
UCLA Thurs-
day at the
Qwest Cen-
ter in
Omaha.

Stalls: Career high 17 kills
from junior middle leads NU

49ers: Gore leads
Niners past Seattle
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