
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Sunshine Therapeutic Group 

Home was accused of sexu-

al abuse within its walls by a 

Concordia Parish Sheriff’s of-

fice detective in a Police Jury 
public hearing for an occupa-

tional license.

“We have had several issues 
with Sunshine Group Home 

since Dec. 21,” said CPSO De-

tective Thomas Goad. “We’ve 
had roughly 14 calls for ser-

vice, multiple runaways, mul-
tiple assault and batteries, and 

even some allegations of inti-
mate abuse and sexual abuse in 

the facility occurring between 

residents.”

Goad went on and said CPSO 

“would object to the business 

licenses of this establishment” 

and the home remained under 

investigation with his depart-
ment and “other state depart-

ments.”

The home’s director, Dr. Tina 

Bruce, argued CPSO took the 

facility’s cameras and did not 
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Accusations fly at occupational license hearing

DR. TINA BRUCE (pictured far left) answered questions from Police Jury members about her business, Sunshine Therapeutic 

Group Home, during a public hearing for an occupational license. During the public hearing, Concordia Parish Sheriff’s Office 
spoke out against granting the license because of multiple service calls to the home and accusations of sexual abuse in the 

facility. (Sentinel photo by Joe Curtis)

MADDIE VERUCCHI, Huddy Lees and Rosann Grear entered the Brightest Stars Ball on the red carpet to cheers Feb. 23 at the Vidalia Con-

vention Center. See more pictures on page 2A. (Photo courts of Laci Darcey)

Propositions 
highlight 
April 29 
ballot 

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Three propositions concerning millage rates 

are on the April 29 ballot for parish voters to 
decide.

The first proposition is a 1.81 millage reded-

ication from the public health unit for “pur-

poses of acquiring, constructing, maintaining 

and supporting public roads and drainage,” 

according to the description.

The millage is levied through 2030 and an-

nually draws $287,000. The proposition, if 
passed, would rededicate $1.6 million to roads 

which includes equipment, animal welfare and 

public buildings.

“It is not a new millage,” said Cathy Darden 

with the Concordia Parish Police Jury. “No-

body is going to pay any extra property taxes. 

It is a rededication of the excess funds. If it 

doesn’t pass this money will sit there. It’s just 

going to sit there and do no good.”

Report: Clerk revenues 
outpace spending

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Concordia Parish Clerk of 

Court’s revenues of $715,399 
outpaced its spending of 

$642,461 for the fiscal year end-

ing June 30, 2022, according to a 
recently released Louisiana Leg-

islative Audit report.
The audit report showed the 

Clerk’s spending down signifi-

cantly from the prior year. For 

FY 2021, the Clerk’s revenues 
were $730,402 with spending to-

taling $785,231.
Even with the decrease of 

spending, governmental activ-

ities reported total net deficit of 

$631,999 for FY 2022. This com-

pares to the prior year ending to-

tal net deficit of $711,289.
According to the report, the 

Clerk showed $545,242 in total 
assets with the majority of that 

amount being current assets of 

$534,701. 
But, the Clerk’s total liabil-

ities amounted to $925,383 
with concurrent liabilities being 

$924,312.
Capital assets of $7,541 includ-

ed office equipment, furniture 
and fixtures, according to the au-

dit.

King named Trinity board chairman

By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

James King was elected Trinity Med-

ical Board of Directors chairman at 

Tuesday’s monthly meeting.

King replaces Jim Graves, who served 
seven consecutive years as chairman, 
going back to Riverland Medical Cen-

ter.

“I have some other things going on, 
and I want to spend more time with my 

family,” Graves said. “James will do a 
great job, and I’ll be here for him.”

King said he was excited about the 
opportunity.

“Jim is a tough act to follow, but I’m 
glad he’ll continue to be right there 

THE TRINITY Medical Board and adminstrators are, front row from left: long-

time Chairman and current Vice-Chairman Jim Graves, CEO Nekeisha Smith, 
newly-named Chairman James King and Chief Financial Officer Spencer Hold-

er. Top row: Compliance Officer Walt Wilson, Chief Operations Officer Neely 
Greene, and Board members Fred Butcher, Ryan Crum, Fred Marsalis and Dr. 

Kevin Ingram. (Sentinel photo by Joey Martin)


