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Tourism bureau snubs children’s museum
BY LORYN KYKENDALL
loryn@ouachitacitizen.com

The area’s tourism bureau
declined earlier this week
to pledge some $3 million
to expanding the Northeast
Louisiana Children’s Museum in Monroe after disputing data that claimed the
museum resulted in 2,900

overnight hotel stays each
year.
The children’s museum
last December asked the
Discover
Monroe-West
Monroe (DMWM) Convention and Visitors Bureau’s
Facilities and Product Development Committee for
$1 million each year for a
period of three years to ex-

Biomed
facility
to cost
$34 million
BY LORYN KYKENDALL
loryn@ouachitacitizen.com

The U.S. Economic Development Administration last
week awarded a $1.8-million grant with matching
state and local funds to the
Biomedical Innovation and
Research Park (BRIP).
The BRIP facility is expected to be built in Monroe
off Tower-Armand Drive.
The facility, which is expected to cost some $34
million, would serve as an
incubator for life science
companies and start-ups to
develop their business models. The facility would open
next to the University of
Louisiana-Monroe School
of Pharmacy, with construction beginning this year.
“This is a great economic
development tool that will
help our community,” said
Ronald Berry, ULM president. “It’s great for ULM’s
healthcare focus because we
hopefully will be developing
things that have a positive

impact on healthcare.”
According to Sue Nicholson, secretary for the BRIP
board of directors, the research park would help with
“commercialization” of scientific research.
“For researchers, it’s a
place they can go that they
can collaborate,” Nicholson
said. “We try to introduce
them to private sector entities who are interested
in commercializing the research they’re doing, and
ultimately you have spinoff businesses and job creation.”
Nicholson also said ULM
researchers would be involved the process of developing the facility. She said
there was also potential for
students to get involved
through internships once
the facility was completed.
Nicolson said the research
park was completely separate from ULM, but “powPlease see
BIOMED / 14A

pand the museum.
During a meeting on Monday, DMWM committee’s
members expressed hesitation about pledging funds
based on economic impact
data in a recent report.
“It’s a great museum, but
is it the reason that people
come to town?” asked Alana
Cooper, president and chief

executive officer of DMWM.
“That’s not an easy question
to answer.”
Several DMWM committee members had issues
with a report presented
by Greg Pepitone, senior
economist with Tourism
Economics based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The
company was hired to con-

duct a study of the museum
and the potential impact of
the expansion.
The report showed that
the museum expansion
project, which was expected to cost some $7 million,
would initially result in an
economic impact of $11.4
million and create 104 jobs.
The post-expansion eco-

nomic impact was projected
to be $4.5 million. The museum, once completed, also
was projected to create 54
jobs and generate $455,000
in state and local tax revenues.
DMWM committee members said the report did not
Please see
MUSEUM / 14A

POLICE JURY

THE OUACHITA Parish Police Jury voted to move forward with a $1.6 million cross drain replacement project on Ticheli
Road in Monroe although they do not yet know where the funding will come from. (Citizen photo by Loryn Kykendall)

Jurors OK Ticheli Road project
BY LORYN KYKENDALL
loryn@ouachitacitizen.com

The Ouachita Parish Police Jury
agreed Monday to seek bids for a
$1.6-million project to improve
Ticheli Road in Monroe despite not
knowing where it would obtain the
money to pay for the repairs.
The project would replace a cross
drain over Pine Bayou Canal. John

Tom Murray, the parish public works
director, said the department could
apply $820,000 to the project,
though it was unknown where the
rest of the funds would come from.
Police Juror Jack Clampit opposed
spending funds from the public works
budget for the project.
“So we’re going to spend 20 percent
of our budget on this project while
we’ve got roads like Elkins Road that

are falling apart?” Clampit said.
Clampit mentioned other roads including John Barnes Road and Griggs
Road in Calhoun that also were in
need of repairs.
“I know you can’t sit there and tell
me you’re proud of those roads I just
mentioned,” Clampit said.
Murray told Clampit he was
Please see PROJECT / 14A

MONROE

City commits tax revenues
to downtown improvements
BY LORYN KYKENDALL
loryn@ouachitacitizen.com

THE BIOMEDICAL Innovation and Research Park, which is
expected to cost some $34 million, could begin construction
as early as this year. The facility, which would be an incubator for life science companies and researchers, is planned to
be built next to the University of Louisiana-Monroe School of
Pharmacy. (Courtesy photo)

The Monroe City Council agreed
last week to commit a portion of
its property tax and sales tax revenues from the downtown area so the
Downtown Economic Development
District could incur up to $12 mil-
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lion in bonded indebtedness.
City officials say DEDD hopes to
incur the debt to pay for for three
downtown projects. To secure the
debt, the City Council approved an
ordinance committing increments
from certain property taxes and sales
taxes levied in the downtown area.
The three proposed projects cost-
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ing up to $12 million included building a marina attached to the River
Market, relocating aerial power infrastructure at the riverwalk and
Walnut Street, and making infrastructure improvements on DeSiard
Street.
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