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The congregation at First Meth-
odist Church in Monroe voted last 
week to disaffiliate from the United 
Methodist Church.

The church began the discernment 
process for disaffiliation in July af-
ter an annual statewide conference. 
FMC Monroe’s senior pastor Bri-
an Mercer said the church decided 
to disaffiliate because of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church’s progressive 
beliefs about homosexual church 
members and their ability to hold 
ruling and teaching positions in the 
church.

“We did not leave the United Meth-
odist Church, the United Methodist 
Church left us,” Mercer said. “There 
were multiple bishops who are elect-
ed for life and are over geographical 
areas that have been breaking the 
discipline related to human sexual-
ity.”

When asked, Mercer declined to 
reveal the exact vote count. He noted 
88 percent of voters were in favor of 
disaffiliation.

According to Bill Willson, the 
chairman of the church’s adminis-
trative council, a two-thirds majority 
was required for disaffiliation, and 
just under 500 people voted.

Now that the church has voted to 

disaffiliate, the United Methodist 
Church must approve the Monroe 
church’s decision, which is expected 
to happen at a conference on Nov. 12.

Mercer said it would cost the 
church $425,000 to disaffiliate. 
When a church disaffiliates from the 
United Methodist Church, it has to 
pay its annual apportionments two 
years in advance. Apportionments 
pay for different church groups and 
programs. 

Willson said the church’s appor-
tionments had been $108,000 each 
year. He also said the church’s un-
funded pension liability would have 
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Burglaries have spiked 
recently in West Monroe, 
causing alarm to local busi-
ness owners and law en-
forcement.

According to West Mon-
roe Police Det. Tom Jones, 
suspects behind these 
crimes are usually looking 
for petty cash. He said one 
of the suspects responsible 
for several of the break-ins 
was identified last week 
and detectives were work-
ing to obtain arrest war-
rants for the suspect.

“He’s ultimately breaking 
into most businesses look-
ing for petty cash and he is 
buying drugs,” Jones said. 
“Right now, he’s currently 
housed in Richland Parish 

Detention Center on drug 
charges. The detectives 
are typing up the warrants 
right now.”

Jones said the suspect al-
legedly broke into at least 
six businesses in the past 
two months in West Mon-
roe, and even more in Mon-
roe and Richland Parish.

Meanwhile, Dee Dee 
Whitlock, owner of Senior 
Insurance Advisory Ser-
vices on North Seventh 
Street, said a group of sus-
pects broke into her office 
near the end of July. Whit-
lock said the suspects took 
$15,000-worth of items, 
including computers, TVs, 
a cell phone, iPad, laptop 
and more.

Whitlock said after she 
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Ouachita Parish voters 
will decide at a special elec-
tion in the spring whether 
to pay higher property taxes 
to fund the construction of a 
new Ouachita Parish Animal 
Shelter.

The Ouachita Parish Po-
lice Jury voted on Monday 
to place the 1.75-mill tax 
on the ballot for March 25, 
2023. The tax is currently 
set at 0.75 mills. If approved, 
a higher tax would be levied 
next year and for the next 10 
years. 

“We’re not planning to 
build the Taj Mahal of shel-

ters,” Police Jury President 
Shane Smiley said. “This 
facility started off as animal 
control and it has evolved 
into the animal shelter 
where we’ve tried to have a 
greater number of animals 
adopted out and a lower 
number euthanized.”

Smiley said the current an-
imal shelter had been in its 
current location for 40 years 
and encountered several is-
sues, including lack of air 
conditioning in several parts 
of the facility.

“It’s antiquated, the drain-
age is bad, it doesn’t have 
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Talbert, Velasquez in runoff for Sterlington mayor
Voters decided several 

elections Tuesday, includ-
ing legislative races, school 
board races, a mayoral race 
and several constitutional 
amendments.

The unofficial election re-
sults were disclosed by the 
Secretary of State’s office.

STERLINGTON MAYOR 

RACE

Sterlington Mayor Caesar 
Velasquez, a Republican 
from Sterlington, and his 
opponent Matt Talbert, a 
Republican from Sterling-
ton, are expected to face off 
in a runoff election. Tues-

day’s election ended with 
Talbert receiving 305 votes, 
or 42 percent of the vote, 
and Velasquez receiving 237 
votes, or 33 percent of the 
vote.

Lucy Holtzclaw, a Repub-
lican from Sterlington, came 
in third with 180 votes, or 

25 percent of the vote.
OPSB RACE

In the District A race, 
School Board member Tom-
my Comeaux, a Republican, 
secured re-election with 
3,207 votes, or 65 percent of 
the vote, while his opponent 
Karla Bendily, a Republi-

can, received 1,744 votes, or 
35 percent of the vote.

In the District B race, 
School Board member 
Shere May secured re-elec-
tion with 3,744 votes, or 69 
percent of the vote, while 
her opponent Aaron Hoyle, 
a Republican, received 1,681 

votes, or 31 percent of the 
vote.

In the District C race, Mi-
chael Batey, a Republican, 
won with 3,403 votes, or 71 
percent of the vote, while his 
opponent Samantha Fowl-

THE MONROE City Council voted to approve an alcohol permit on Tuesday to Friendly Mart and Deli on Jackson Street 

despite one citizen’s request to stop issuing alcohol permits in districts 3, 4 and five of Monroe. (Citizen photo by Loryn 
Kykendall)
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Council approves alcohol license
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West Monroe resident Vee Wright 
was escorted out of the Monroe City 
Council meeting Tuesday after asking 
the Monroe City Council to refuse an 
alcohol permit to Friendly Mart and 
Deli on Jackson Street.

Wright told the City Council that 
southern Monroe had too many busi-
nesses selling alcohol already and that 

area did not need anymore.
“You know these are not good busi-

nesses to have in this neighborhood,” 
Wright said. “I’m standing here asking 
the City Council to put a moratorium 
on all businesses that hope to sell al-
coholic beverages in districts 3, 4 and 
5 until you can look at this issue more 
closely.”

Assistant City Attorney Brandon 
Creekbaum told Wright that under 
state and local law, businesses had to 

meet certain qualifications to obtain 
an alcohol permit. He said Friendly 
Mart and Deli met all those qualifica-
tions.

“When you have a published set of 
guidelines for what the criteria are for 
obtaining a license and then you start 
deviating from that published set of 
criteria, you run the risk that your 
denial is not grounded in any pub-
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