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Councilman accuses Wallace of malfeasance
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

A Winnsboro Town Council member 

questioned Mayor Alice Wallace’s spend-

ing habits and accused her of malfeasance 

during a recent meeting.

Town Council member Rex McCarthy 

took the lead in quizzing Wallace in the 

Dec. 28 meeting over a $9,000 purchase for 

“merit awards.” The bonuses were in the 

form of cooking grills and were gifted to 

town employees at Christmas.

According to McCarthy, Wallace did 

not “have the authority” to authorize mer-

it awards without first coming before the 
Town Council for approval.

“Stop saying merit system mayor,” McCa-

rthy said. “That has not been adopted by this 

body. Right now, you have done something 

TOWN COUNCIL members Rex 
McCarthy (left) and Jerry Johnson 
questioned Winnsboro Mayor Alice 
Wallace on her spending approxi-
mately $9,000 on merit awards for 
town employees at their Dec. 28 
regular meeting. Wallace spent the 
sum on grills for employees. Before 
spending the money, Wallace said 
she got the OK from the town’s 
auditors. (Sun photo by Joe Curtis)

BASKIN MAYOR Layton Curtis speaks Tuesday to the crowd gathered at Town Hall after he, Town Council members and the Chief of Police were sworn 
in. Curtis said he looked forward to the next four years and introduced his staff. Town Council members sworn in were Cary Collier, Zane Johnson and 
Mark Troha. Roger Grayson Jr. was sworn in as the village’s Chief of Police. See more photos at www.franklinsun.com. (Sun photo by Joe Curtis)

Blaze 
kills 

father, 
daughter 

A father and daughter were 

killed in a Dec. 29 house fire in 
Winnsboro.

Harold Peoples, 71, and Lee 

Ann Peoples, 38, both of Winns-

boro, were killed in the house 

fire which was located in the 500 
block of Dummyline Road near 

Winnsboro. 

Winnsboro Fire Department 

responded to the fire at approxi-
mately noon.

State Fire Marshal (SFM) dep-

uties determined the fire began in 
the kitchen and was caused by un-

attended cooking after an assess-

ment of the scene and collecting 

witness statements.

Lee Ann Peoples was found 

near the door exiting to the car-

port while Harold Peoples, who 

was disabled, was found feet away 

from a hospital bed near a walker, 

according to a SFM report.

Additionally, SFM deputies 

were unable to confirm the pres-

ence of working smoke alarms. 

Smoke alarms are proven to be 

the difference between life and 

death in a fire emergency, accord-

ing to the report.

The SFM wants to remind all 

Louisianans about these key cook-

ing safety tips:

• Stay in the kitchen when you 

are cooking on the stove

• Keep cooking environments 

free of clutter and combustible 

materials

• Keep children at least three feet 

away from the stove, sharp objects 

and hot foods and/or liquids

• Avoid cooking when tired, dis-

tracted or impaired

• Keep a lid close by in the event 

a small, stovetop fire occurs that 
can be smothered by placing the 

lid over it and turning off the heat

• If an oven fire occurs, turn off 
the heat and leave the door closed

• When a large cooking fire oc-

curs, get yourself and any other 

occupants out of the home imme-

diately and call 911 for help

The SFM’s Operation Save-A-

Life partners with local fire de-

partments to install smoke alarms 

for free for families that need 

them most. 

To learn more about the pro-

gram, visit lasfm.org. 

To request a smoke alarm in-

stallation, contact your local fire 
department.

Arguments flare over Winnsboro festival, grant
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

A motion to move forward on a 

grant application to possibly fund por-

tions of Winnsboro’s Southern Food 

& Music Festival turned into heated 

arguments between some councilmen 

and Mayor Alice Wallace.

During the grant’s introduction and 

a festival update in their Dec. 28 reg-

ular meeting, Town Council member 

Rex McCarthy questioned Wallace 

on whether the festival received the 

group’s approval.

“Has this (festival) been council ap-

proved?” McCarthy asked. “Where 

are we going to get the money? We 

are going to have to carry liability in-

surance over $1 million plus (for the 

festival). Everything sounds great, but 

what I am looking at is has this been 

approved by the council? This puts the 

city in a liability issue.”

Cal Pierce, Winnsboro’s budget 

manager, assured the councilman the 

town had liability insurance for the 

event.

“That was one of the first things 
we addressed (liability insurance),” 

Pierce said. “We are okay from an in-

surance perspective.”

McCarthy continued to ask Wallace 

about festival approval from the Town 

Council.

“We are introducing our festival to-

night,” Wallace answered. “When we 

are at the point we need council ap-

proval on it, we will bring about a res-

olution for it. We are in the planning 

stages of our festival right now. As far 

as using city money to put the (festi-

val) on, that is not our plan.”

Wallace and her festival planning 

team have designed a four-level spon-

sorship to possibly alleviate event 

costs.

“It seems to me we keep getting the 

cart ahead of the horse,” McCarthy 

said. “It seems like when you said the 

date of April 2023 it has already been 

preplanned. It would have been great 

if we would have gotten this grant we 

are going to apply for.”

The grant councilmen approved 

to go forward with was a Louisiana 

Attractions Support Grant (LASC) 

through the Office of Tourism. The 
LASG program grants up to $20,000 

to Louisiana-based tourism attractions 

to enhance visitor experiences and 

promote the attraction.

“We are going to do it the right way,” 

Wallace said. “We are just glad to have 

another festival in the town. We are 

Budgeted general fund revenues exceed expenditures
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Revenues outpaced expenditures in 

Winnsboro’s general fund so far in the 

town’s current fiscal year, according to 
Budget Manager Cal Pierce.

The general fund is the general op-

erating fund of the town and is used 

to account for all revenues and expen-

ditures except those required to be ac-

counted for in another fund.

The town is 196 days or 46 percent 

into its fiscal year. Pierce used 46 per-
cent as a proxy in which he judged 

Winnsboro’s revenue and expendi-

tures.

General fund had total revenues of 

$1.9 million or 45 percent that was 
budgeted.

“Forty-five percent is right on the 46 
percent,” Pierce said. “I consider that 

flat. It is right at where we should be. 
It is pretty much in line with our bench 

mark. I expect (revenues) will be bet-

ter once that property tax income starts 

to come in.”

General fund expenditures were 

$1.8 million, or 44 percent of budget-

ed expense.

According to Pierce, large expendi-

tures in general fund were insurance, 

police salaries and expenses. 

Net position for the general fund 

was $35,577.
Meanwhile, utility fund revenue to-

taled $865,000 which was 33 percent 
of budgeted proceeds.

Utility fund expenditures were 

$865,000 or 33 percent of budgeted 
expenses.

Again, group insurance was the 

largest expense along with water and 

sewer salaries.

Additionally, sales tax fund revenue 

totaled $1.7 million which was 49 per-

cent of the budgeted revenue.

Sale tax fund expenditures were re-

ported to be $1.3 million, 39 percent 

of the budgeted expenses.

Lastly, industrial fund revenues to-

taled $143,000 which was 39 percent 

of the budget. 

Industrial fund expenditures 

amounted to $154,000, also 39 percent 
of the budget.

“(In the industrial fund) we are start-

ing to get our grant monies in,” Pierce 

said. 

“State (monies) have not hit.”


