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The University of Louisiana-Mon-
roe sent out W-2 tax forms last week 
in envelopes which may have shown 
employees’ Social Security numbers.

The Ouachita Citizen obtained a 

copy of the email which ULM pres-
ident Ronald Berry sent to univer-
sity employees. In the email, Berry 
attributed the mistake to the vendor 
who printed and mailed the school’s 
W-2 tax forms. Berry said the vendor 
“may have used an incorrect enve-
lope, potentially exposing informa-

tion including Social Security num-
bers.”

Berry said in the email on Feb. 3 
that ULM was investigating the mat-
ter.

“Please know we are taking this se-
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Monroe police are search-
ing for 18-year-old Isszvian 
Webb, who is wanted on sus-
picion of three counts of at-
tempted first-degree murder 
after firing a semi-automatic 
rifle at law enforcement.

An officer pulled over 

Webb on Sunday on South 
8th Street. According to the 
arrest report, Webb got out 
of the vehicle, shot several 
times at one officer, then fled 
on foot. 

Officers said while they 
were chasing Webb, he shot 
at two other officers several 
times with a semi-automatic 
rifle. 

Webb hid in a carport at 
1606 Dawn Lane and man-
aged to escape. During the 
investigation, all three offi-
cers said they believed Webb 
was the suspect who shot at 
them.

No officers were injured.
“The next person that pulls 

him over, he’s going to shoot 
at,” said Monroe Police Chief 

Victor Zordan at a news con-
ference on Monday. “He’s al-
ready made statements that 
he will not be taken alive.”

During the investigation, 
an informant told detectives 
they knew Webb was in pos-
session of the vehicle that 
officers stopped and that the 
phone officers found at the 
scene belonged to Webb. The 

informant also watched video 
surveillance footage from the 
incident and said they were 
“100 percent sure” the person 
in the video was Webb.

Previously, Webb was 
charged in December 2020 
for armed robbery and sec-
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Ouachita Council of Governments 
announced last week it was awarded 
$319,680 from the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and Development 
(DOTD).

OCOG plans to spend the grant 
funding on a comprehensive safety 
action plan for the parish with the 
goal of reducing roadway fatalities 
and injuries.

OCOG is an inter-governmental 
agency made up of members from the 
Ouachita Parish Police Jury, the West 

Monroe Board of Aldermen and the 
Monroe City Council. They met last 
week.

“It’s basically just to enhance and 
promote safety throughout Ouachi-
ta Parish,” said Celine Flores-Rob-
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The Ouachita Parish Police Jury voted Monday to spend 
some $1.3 million improving Ed Edelen Road in Monroe.

Monroe residents came to the Police Jury in 2021, asking 
for improvements to Ed Edelen Road, including widening 
the road. According to parish consulting engineer Kevin 

Crosby, Amethyst Construction was 
the lowest responsive bidder and was 
awarded the project for $1,160,494.

The project was estimated to cost 
some $1.3 million. The Police Jury 
plans to pay for the project with rev-
enues from the East Side Tax fund. 
Construction is expected to begin in 
March.

On another front, the Police Jury 
learned the state would set aside cap-
ital outlay funding for the parish proj-
ect improving Cheniere Lake Area 31. 

The Police Jury voted earlier this year to dedicate $371,000 
in matching funds toward the project.

“We should be able to get a lot closer to starting but 
there’s still a lot of documents that have to be turned in,” 
said Brad Cammack, the parish treasurer. “Construction, 
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Suspect wanted for opening fire on police

OPPJ to spend 
$1.2 million on 
Ed Edelen Road

Monroe breaks 
ground on $3-M 

Lee Street project
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A street improvement 
project on Lee Street in 
Monroe began last week 
with a groundbreaking and 
is expected to cost more 
than $3 million.

The city plans to relocate 
the street’s utilities, improve 
drainage and build new 
sidewalks and curbs.

“The bigger purpose this 
serves is the ease of mobili-
ty for our residents to move 
back and forth safely,” said 
Monroe Mayor Friday El-
lis. “Especially for our res-

idents that may need some 
help, that may be wheel-
chair-bound or that can 
help get them to and from.”

The project is expected 
to cover 1.24 miles of Lee 
Street, from Jackson Street 
to Standifer Avenue. 

City engineer Morgan Mc-
Callister said the project 
was a collaboration of sev-
eral entities including the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation and Development 
(DOTD), Lazenby and As-
sociates and Diamond B 

ULM investigates leaked Social Security numbers

OCOG awarded grant for traffic safety

MARDI GRAS is in full swing in Monroe and West Monroe, with the Twin Cities Krewe de Riviere’s parade last weekend 
and the Krewe of Janus’ parade this weekend. The Krewe of Janus parade rolls on Feb. 11 at 6 p.m., starting on Louisville 
Avenue. The day will begin at 10 a.m. with the children’s parade at Pecanland Mall, the Krewe of PAWS parade at 1 p.m., 
the Jester Jog 5k at 2:30 p.m., festivities in downtown West Monroe from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and the Main Street Mardi Gras 
Bash from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. The University of Louisiana-Monroe’s Sound of Today marching band will perform along with 
local high school bands. For more photos, see Page 14A. (Courtesy photos)


