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Pretrial begins in daycare child cruelty cases
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Three former employees 

charged with child cruelty at 

Noah’s Ark Daycare in Vidalia 

began pretrial hearings today 

(Wednesday).

Taylor Ragonesi, 19, a former 

worker, pleaded guilty June 1 

to cruelty to a juvenile and is 

awaiting sentencing. She was 

originally charged with three 

counts of cruelty to a juvenile.

Julianne N. Porales, Lysa 

Richardson and Bridget De-

laughter are separately going 

through pretrial proceedings.

Porales, 27, of Fayette, Miss. 

was charged with 11 counts of 

cruelty to juveniles by Concor-

dia Parish Sheriff’s office.
Richardson, of Vidalia, was 

34 when she was arrested for 

three counts of cruelty to juve-

niles. She was the owner of the 

daycare.

Delaughter, of Vidalia, was 

charged with four counts of 

cruelty to juveniles. Delaughter 

was 34 when she was arrested.

The trio’s trail date is sched-

uled for August 1, according to 

7th Judicial District Attorney 

Brad Burget, whose office is 
prosecuting the case.

According to Louisiana law, 

a person convicted of cruelty 

to juveniles, “shall be fined not 
more than $1,000 or impris-

oned with or without hard labor 

for not more than ten years, or 

both.”

Cruelty to juveniles as de-

fined by Louisiana law is “the 

Ex-employees 
want piece 
of ARPA pie

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel Writer

Ridgecrest received approximately $111,000 in the first 
round of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds and some 

ex-village workers feel they are owed a portion.

Three former employees of Ridgecrest attended the Board 

of Aldermen’s regular meeting June 8 to state their case for 

the funds.

According to Mayor Veller Ray Carroll, the trio were em-

ployed by Ridgecrest at least for a portion of the time in the 

height of the COVID-19 pandemic, but the first round has al-
ready been assigned.

Previously, aldermen agreed to use ARPA funds to rehabili-

tate the Ferriday Street sewer lift station.

Cost estimates to rehabilitate the lift station are approximate-

ly $180,000, and a portion of the second round of ARPA will 

be used, according to Carroll. 

For local governments, the second wave of ARPA funds will 

possibly be later this summer.

“If the lift station goes down, Ridgecrest will be in trouble,” 

Carroll said.

ARPA funds may be used for payroll and covered benefits 
expenses for public safety, public health, health care, human 

services, and similar employees, including first responders, to 

THE SECOND annual Madam C.J. 

Walker Delta Juneteenth Festival 

parade in Ferriday was a success, 

according to organizers. Parade 

attendees lined E.E. Wallace Blvd. 

and braved hot temperatures to look 

at floats, classic cars and famous 
African-American portrayals by youth. 
Attendees also had a chance to catch 

candy thrown from the floats. Along 
with the parade, Juneteenth festivities 

included a welcoming reception at Tal-
lulah, a celebration at Jonesville, a gos-

pel festival at St. Joseph, state gala at 
Vidalia’s Convention and Conference 

Center and movie night at Ferriday 

Arcade.(Sentinel photos by Joe Curtis)

Ferriday 
pump 
fails

Residents asked 
to conserve water 
after pump failure

Ferriday residents are being 

asked to “conserve” water us-

age after a “major” pump fail-

ure, according to a Ferriday 

Police Department social me-

dia post.

JCP Management, the com-

pany hired to oversee Ferri-

day’s water system, is current-

ly working on the damaged 

pump.

On Tuesday, a boil water no-

tice was issued to Ferriday and 

Ridgecrest because of the mal-

functioning pump.

In order to repair the pump, a 

crane was used to lift the appa-

ratus out, so it could be taken 

to a machine shop for repairs.

“JCP is hoping to maintain 

water pressure during this tran-

sition,” according to the post.

Three sent 
to Trinity 

after wreck
Three people were sent to Trinity Medical 

Center Tuesday morning after an accident in-

volving an 18-wheeler and minivan in Clayton.

According to Clayton Police Chief Bob-

by Madison, an 18-wheeler driven by Rogers 

Rondell of Baton Rouge was traveling north on 

La. Hwy 425. A minivan traveling south on La. 

Hwy 65 turned left into the one-way highway 

and was hit by Rondell’s 18-wheeler.

The minivan was driven by Deidre Paul of 

Alabama while the minivan’s passenger was 

Sabrina Sanderson of Pensacola, Fla.

According to Madison, Paul said her GPS in-

structed her to turn left on La. Hwy 425 north-

bound instead of crossing over to the south-

bound lane.

The 18-wheeler belongs to Stevens Pipe & 

Steel of Kentucky.

Madison said there were no life-threatening 

injuries, and Paul was charged with careless 

operation.

A MINIVAN turned into the path of an 18-wheeler 
on La. Hwy 425 in Clayton Tuesday morning. (Photo 

courtesy of Chief Bobby Madison)

By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

There was no hesitating when 

newly-retired Ferriday Fire 

Chief Joe Sontoyo was asked 

what he will miss the most about 

his job.

“Fighting fires,” Sontoyo said. 
“I’ve been doing it a long time.”

Sontoyo spent 38 years in the 

firefighting business, first under 
former Ferriday Fire Chief E.E. 

Wallace before becoming Ferri-

day Fire Chief in 2008, and re-

turning after a short time away 

as fire chief in 2016.
“It’s a brotherhood,” Sontoyo 

said. “We all stick together.”

Sontoyo, 74, graduated from 

Ferriday High in 1967. After 

graduation, he drove a truck for 

his father, Jose Sontoyo.

Sontoyo went to work with 

the Ferriday Police Department 

Sontoyo retires as fire chief

FERRIDAY FIRE Chief Joe Sontoyo, holding plaque, 
is retiring after 38 years with the Ferriday Fire De-
partment, 16 of those as Fire Chief. A retirement 
gathering was held Friday in Ferriday. Pictured with 

Sontoyo are David Coco, president of the Northeast 
Louisiana Firefighters Association and former FETI 
Manager; former FETI Manager Wayne Cruse; for-
mer FETI Assistant Director Byron Johnson; former 
FETI Instructor and current FETA Instructor Daniel 
Copeland and former Ridgecrest Fire Chief Lynn 
Delaney (standing in back). (Submitted photo)
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