
Volt awarded $2.62M
from GUMBO

By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Broadband is coming to the rural parts of northeast 

Louisiana.

A groundbreaking ceremony to kickoff Volt Broad-

band’s “fiber to the home initiative (FTTH)” was 
held July 25 in Bastrop.

Volt Broadband, a wholly-owned subsidiary of the 
Winnsboro-based Northeast Louisiana Power Coop-

erative (NELPCO), plans to build out a fiber optic in-

ternet network for their customers residing and work-

ing in NELPCO’s seven-parish territory. Its territory 
includes Franklin, Tensas and Madison parishes.

“There is not a part of our state that needs this con-

nection more than northeast Louisiana,” said Gov. 
John Bel Edwards, who was among the numerous 
dignitaries attending the ceremony. “I am so excited 
that the private sector is stepping up and taking ad-

vantage of these federal dollars and putting forth the 
effort to expand broadband in this region.”

The fiber to home project is subsidized with fed-

eral Rural Digital Opportunity Funds (RDOF) with 
NELPCO.

RDOF uses $20.4 billion to bring high speed fixed 
broadband service to rural homes and small business-

es that lack fast internet ability. RDOF divvies out 
funds by using two phases of reverse auctions. The 
funds were provided through the American Rescue 
Plan Act, which prioritized spending on internet in-

frastructure for local governments.
A reverse auction is a type of auction in which the 

traditional roles of buyer and seller are reversed. 
Thus, there is one buyer and many potential sellers. 
In a reverse auction, the sellers compete to obtain 
business from the buyer and prices will typically de-

crease as the sellers underbid each other.

The Phase I auction, which began on October 29, 
2020, and ended on November 25, 2020, award-

ed support to bring broadband to over five million 
homes and businesses in census blocks that were en-

tirely unserved by voice and broadband with down-

load speeds of at least 25 Mbps.  Phase II will cover 
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Groundbreaking ceremony held for rural fiber initiative

NUMEROUS DIGNITARIES attended Volt Broadband’s groundbreaking ceremony July 

25. Helping break the ground were (pictured left to right): Glen Howie, Jr., former senior 

policy analyst of the Office of Broadband Development & Connectivity, Monique Boulet, 
chairman of the BEL Commission, Governor John Bel Edwards, Jeff Churchwell, VOLT 
operations manager, Veneeth Iyengar, executive director of the Office of Broadband De-

velopment & Connectivity and Thomas Tyler, Jr., deputy director of the Office of Broad-

band Development & Connectivity, (Photo courtesy of Volt Broadband)

PARISH RESIDENTS 

shopped at Crowville and 
Gilbert’s farmers markets 

a final time last week. The 
farmers markets closed for 

the summer. Gilbert orga-

nizers are planning a fall 

farmers market. Residents 

took advantage of fresh, 
locally-grown produce, 

baked and canned goods. 

Both markets stayed open 

for several weeks during 
the summer months. Shown 

are scenes from Crowville’s 
market. (Sun pictures by Joe 

Curtis)

Tougher attendance policies in place this year
By Marcy Thompson

marcy@franklinsun.com

State laws which go into ef-
fect this school year will mean 
parents and legal guardians 

will be held to higher standards 
related to children’s school at-

tendance.

The attendance requirements 
affect not only high school age 

students, but also students in 

grades K-8. School attendance 

is compulsory until age 18. The 
laws apply to private schools as 
well as public schools.

The Franklin Parish School 
System’s new welfare and at-
tendance supervisor, Chris 
Roberts, said she wants to 
make parents aware of what 
state law now requires and said 
parents will be sent letters out-
lining the requirements as well 

as possible penalties.

Roberts said school atten-

dance was a problem prior 
to the COVID pandemic, but 
since then the problem has got-

ten worse.
“They are just not coming to 

school,” she said.
Roberts said she met with 

Sheriff Kevin Cobb and Dis-

trict Attorney Penny Douciere 

regarding enforcement of the 

new law which in some cases 
could see parents and students 

referred to truancy court.

However, Roberts said there 
will be multiple chances to cor-
rect the problem.

“They will have a chance. 
They won’t go straight to 
court,” Roberts said.

Missed class days mean 
missed opportunities for learn-

ing, but Roberts said that her 

concerns don’t stop with en-

forcement. She said that what 
she hopes to do in her position 

is delve deeper into reasons that 
students are habitually absent.

“What I plan to do is contact 
people to find out why the stu-

dent is not coming,” she said.
Roberts said she wants to 

find out whether there might 
be needs or issues preventing a 
student from attending school, 

and which might be addressed 
by referrals to available ser-
vices.

Meanwhile, letters are go-

ing out to parents and legal 

guardians explaining the atten-

dance policies and penalties for 

non-compliance.

In cases which do end up in 

Jon M. McMurry, 30, of Winns-

boro, was killed in a July 29 wreck 
on La. Hwy 913 in Catahoula Parish, 
according to a Louisiana State Police 

Troop E report.
The fatal crash occurred at approx-

imately 5 a.m. near La. Hwy. 915.
The initial investigation revealed a 

2014 Ford F-150, driven by McMur-
ry, was traveling south on La. Hwy 
913. For reasons still under investi-
gation, McMurry’s vehicle traveled 
off the right side of the roadway and 
struck several trees before overturn-

ing. This action ejected McMurry 

from the vehicle.
McMurry, who was unrestrained, 

sustained fatal injuries and was pro-

nounced dead. A toxicology sample 
was obtained and submitted for anal-
ysis. This crash remains under inves-

tigation.

While not all crashes are sur-

vivable, proper use of seat belts 
can greatly decrease an occupant’s 

chance of death and may greatly re-

duce the extent of injury. 
In 2022, Troop E has investigat-

ed 23 fatal crashes, resulting in 25 
deaths.

By Marcy Thompson

marcy@franklinsun.com

Members of Franklin Medical 
Center’s Board of Commissioners 
agreed to several purchases related 
to upgrading equipment during their 
Thursday, July 28, meeting.

Cafeteria equipment owned by 
Franklin Medical Center will be up-

graded following recommendations 
of the hospital’s new dietary direc-

tor, Jan McKinley. The hospital con-

tracts with Cura Hospitality for food 
services.

“Some of the equipment in dietary 
is less than ideally functional,” Hos-

pital Administrator Blake Kramer 

reported.

Kramer said that some equipment 

could be repaired, but looking at re-

pair costs, it was probably better to 
purchase new equipment.

New equipment including a new 
convection oven, 60” gas range, and 
proofing cabinet were recommended. 
The total cost for the new equipment 
is $24,076.94. The board agreed to 
move forward with the purchases.

In another area related to hospital 
equipment, the board agreed to a 
48-month lease of four new screen 
monitors which will interface with 
the nursing stations. The lease in-

cludes service of the equipment. The 
total cost is $40,316.

Following an executive session, 
the board agreed to purchase a new 
vascular access ultrasound system at 

Local man dies in crash

FMC board 
approves upgrades


