
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Improvements are forthcoming for 

Concordia Parish Sewer District.

An investment totaling $407,920 from 

Delta Regional Authority (DRA) will par-

tially fund sewer facility improvements. 

The announcement was made at Concor-

dia Parish Police Jury’s Oct. 10 meeting.

The Police Jury will use the DRA funds 

to improve the parish’s sole sewage treat-

ment facility to resolve violations and ex-

pand capacity. 

DRA “investment projects” are meant to 

improve water and sewer systems, update 

transportation infrastructure, and support 

business development and job training in 

communities across Louisiana. 

“The $400,000 gives the sewer facil-

ity roughly $2 million to do this project 

with,” said Sandi Burley, grant projects 

administrator.

In June, the Police Jury received a 

Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) worth $1.2 million. Earlier, the 

group was awarded $400,000 American 

Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding and will 

put $11,000 in matching funds for admin-

By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Concordia Parish Sheriff Da-

vid Hedrick has completed his 

second annual report outlining 

the operations and outreach 

programs of his department.

The report is entitled – “Con-

cordia Parish Sheriff’s Office 
2021 Year In Review.”

The eight-page publication, 

inserted in this week’s Con-

cordia Sentinel, includes a 

message from Hedrick, finan-

cial charts, and information on 

technology upgrades as well as 

community and church safety.

Also included is an article on 

the Leaders 

in Law En-

f o r c e m e n t 

Awards pre-

sented to 

CPSO for 

c o m b a t i n g 

child ex-

ploitation.

The award is designed to 

honor those departments who 

are making the most impact 

in their communities with the 

resources they have been allo-

cated.

A gift from the Brown Foun-
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Sex offender transitional home denied
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Ferriday Board of Aldermen 

unanimously turned down an 

occupational license for Royal 

Priesthood Kingdom Mission 

Ministries (Go Ye). 

The denial followed a pas-

sionate presentation by Con-

cordia Parish Sheriff David 

Hedrick against the ministry, 

which was looking to use a 

transitional home for people 

who have been incarcerated 

and sex offenders as a rehab.

Angel Nichols appeared be-

fore the Board of Aldermen in 

September asking for support.

Go Ye has a building on E.E. 

Wallace Blvd., that was being 

used as a shelter, but it is cur-

rently not in use.

Hedrick said the organization 

has not been compliant.

“They want to bring sex of-

fenders from New Orleans to 

our small town, set them up 

around here, around your chil-

dren, grandchildren and oth-

er relatives,” Hedrick said. “I 

have a real concern with that. 

Something is going to happen.

The recurrence of sex offenders 

is great. I think we are putting 

our young people in jeopardy if 

we allow this.”

In a roll call vote, Bran-

di Bacon, Elijah “Stepper” 

Banks, Andre Keys, Gail Pryor 

and Gloria Lloyd each voted 

against the organization receiv-

ing an occupational license.

In other business, Cedric 

Floyd with Data Center of 

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Vidalia will potentially have five voting 
districts instead of the current three.

Board of Aldermen reviewed the town’s 

two redistricting plans Tuesday night at 

their monthly meeting. Dr. William “Bill” 

Blair of Strategic Demographics was 

charged with taking U.S. Census data and 

forming the new districts. 

Information collected by the census 

is used to adjust or redraw electoral dis-

tricts based on where populations have 

increased or decreased. Earlier this year, 

Blair performed Concordia Parish Police 

Jury and School Board’s redistricting 

plans.

“When you hear redistricting peo-

ple usually think of smoke-filled back 
rooms,” Blair said. “I’m here to tell you 

that generally speaking it is a function of 

legal encumbrance that we must adhere 

to. Once you adhere to those things all the 

decision making is usually taken care of.”

Reapportionment assures “equal pro-

tection” under the Voting Rights Acts of 

1965, outlawing discriminatory voting 

practices adopted in many southern states 

after the Civil War, including literacy 

tests as a prerequisite to voting.

Districts must be apportioned according 

to population. The district with the small-

VIDALIA CITIZENS, along with Alderman Robert Gardner (pictured middle) look over the town’s redistricting maps Tuesday 

night at the monthly Board of Aldermen’s meeting. An ordinance was introduced to possibly adopt one of the two plans at 

the meeting. (Sentinel photo by Joe Curtis)

Vidalia introduces redistricting plans

Motorists 
question 
validity 

of citations
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Questions arose this week on 

whether Clayton’s new photo 

speed enforcement system ci-

tations would hold up in court.

Clayton’s traffic citations 
have numbered to approxi-

mately 950 since the inception 

of the photo speed enforcement 

system on Oct. 3, according to 

Police Chief Bobby Madison.

With the burgeoning ticket 

factory, drivers took to social 

media airing their concerns, 

many centered around the 

citation’s validity in court. 

Motorist have said the tick-

ets would hold up in mayor’s 

court but not in a higher court 

if appealed. While some asked 

about its lawfulness, others 

asked drivers to slow down in 

Clayton.

According to Madison, Clay-

ton has a severe problem with 

speedsters and this will help to 

solve the dilemma. 

“We are telling people to 

please, please slow down,” 

Madison said. “We have kids 

all the time crossing the road 

(La. Hwy 15) to visit family or 

go to the stores.”

But, the fact remains, will 

the citations hold up in court?

One Louisiana lawmaker de-

bated speed traffic cameras in 
the previous regular legislative 

session. State Rep. Paul Hollis 

(R - Covington) proposed bill 

asked whether traffic cameras 
made people drive slower, or 

if it’s about municipalities col-

lecting money.

“Right now, we are seeing 

gas is going to be soon $5 a 

gallon, insurance rates are go-

Hedrick releases 
‘Year In Review’

Concordia sewer district awarded $407k

ARIELLA CARTER conducts her first 
Concordia Parish Police Jury meeting 

Monday night as the newly-hired sec-

retary-treasurer. (Sentinel photo by Joe 

Curtis)


