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A group of school bus drivers with 
Ouachita Parish Schools asked the 
School Board’s finance committee 
earlier this week to consider recom-

mending a $3,000 pay raise for each 
driver.

Reginald Fontana, representing 
bus drivers with the Louisiana Feder-
ation of Teachers & School Employ-
ees, asked the finance committee to 
give a pay raise to each of the school 

system’s 261 drivers.
If the School Board approves the fi-

nance committee’s recommendation, 
the salary hike would cost the school 
system an additional $783,000 each 
year.
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Fourth Judicial District 
Court officials have drawn a 
line in the sand and agreed to 
punish attorneys who voice 
support for Monroe busi-

nessman Stanley Palows-
ky’s ongoing lawsuit against 
court officials, a judge testi-
fied earlier this week.

In a recusal trial at the 
Ouachita Parish Courthouse 
on Tuesday, Fourth Judicial 
District Court Judge Sha-

ron Marchman testified that 
Chief Judge Robert Johnson 
previously made comments 
exhibiting bias toward any 
attorneys who might defend 
her or Palowsky.

In 2015, Palowsky sued Al-
lyson Campbell, a law clerk 

at the district court, for con-
cealing or destroying docu-
ments he filed in a separate 
lawsuit against his former 
business partner, Brandon 
Cork. Palowsky also sued 
Fourth Judicial District 
Court judges Fred Amman, 

Ben Jones, Wilson Rambo, 
Carl Sharp and Stephens 
Winters. 

According to Palowsky, 
the five defendant judg-
es conspired to cover up 
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The Southside Econom-
ic Development District 
gained the Monroe City 
Council’s approval earlier 
this week to begin seeking 
funding for a 25-year proj-
ect proposal that will focus 
new housing developments 
in southern Monroe.

The City Council voted 
unanimously to support 
SEDD’s 25-year plan during 
the council’s regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, following 
more than an hour of dis-
cussion in which SEDD offi-

cials and City Council mem-
bers spoke loudly over one 
another and one citizen was 
escorted out of the meeting 
for causing a disturbance.

Neither SEDD’s propos-
al nor any of its officials 
outlined specific revenue 
sources to pay for any hous-
ing developments or other 
projects in its 25-year plan.

After the meeting, SEDD 
Board Vice Chairman Marty 
Campbell told The Ouachita 

Citizen that SEDD planned 
to use revenues from the 
district’s hotel occupancy 
tax as well as $75,000 in ap-
propriated state funds and 

other unidentified private 
funding sources.

Campbell admitted the 
money available now was 
insufficient to tackle a hous-
ing development. But it was 
enough to get them started, 
he said.

It was unclear whether 
“housing developments” fit 
the “capital improvement 
projects” criteria estab-
lished when voters approved 
SEDD’s hotel occupancy tax 
and how its revenues could 
be used.

Last year, Monroe Mayor 

Friday Ellis proposed a co-
operative endeavor agree-
ment that could result in 
SEDD receiving $1 million 
in tax revenues each year. 
Under the proposed agree-
ment, SEDD could collect 
up to $500,000 in sales 
tax revenues and up to 
$500,000 in property tax 
revenues through a newly 
established tax increment 
financing (TIF) district 
within SEDD’s boundaries.

City officials confirmed 
after the meeting that El-
lis has not yet signed any 
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The West Monroe Board 
of Aldermen signed off on 
a rezoning ordinance on 
Tuesday that would allow 
the construction of five du-
plexes on Montgomery Av-
enue.

The Board of Aldermen 
acted on the matter during 
its regular meeting, having 
tabled the proposed rezon-
ing ordinance earlier this 
month in the face of opposi-
tion from Montgomery Ave-
nue residents.

None of the people who 
opposed the development 
last month voiced opposi-
tion to the development on 
Tuesday.

Quincy Johnson, of West 
Monroe, said he no longer 
has an issue with the devel-
opment.

“I thought they were going 
to rezone the whole area, but 

I learned they were actually 
going to rezone just the sin-
gle piece of property,” John-
son said. “I don’t have any 
problem with people trying 
to bring improvements to 
the neighborhood. In fact, 
I’m hoping that this will 
be bringing improvements 
to the rest of the neighbor-
hood.”

Paul Costello, a contractor 
with Costello Custom Builds 
LLC, estimated spending 
more than $1 million to 
build the five duplexes.

“A duplex like this is about 
1,500 square feet total with 
750 per side and two bed-
rooms, two bath,” Costello 
said. “Once we get the zon-
ing done, we can get with 
the city to decide what’s best 
for the city and us to get it 
all done.”

Alderman Ben Westerburg 
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Council approves SEDD’s public housing projects

MONROE CITY Councilman Doug Harvey speaks with Am-

brose Douzart, president of the Ouachita/Monroe branch of 

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-

ple (NAACP) prior to the City Council’s meeting on Tuesday. 

Aldermen OK 
multi-family 

housing project

Marchman testimony: Chief judge exhibits bias

AT THE LEGISLATURE

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOLS

School bus drivers want $3k pay raise

$39-billion 
budget
passes

BY PIPER HUTCHINSON

LSU Manship News Service

BATON ROUGE–The state House 
of Representatives gave final legisla-
tive approval to a bundle of budget 
bills last week that include funds for 
$1,500 pay raises for K-12 teachers 
and $300 million for a new Missis-
sippi River bridge in Baton Rouge. 

The basic package had already 
cleared the House, but amendments 
made by the Senate had to be con-
curred on. 

In one of the nine bills, the House 

advanced the $39 billion state op-
erating budget on a bipartisan 88-7 
vote, with one Democrat, Rep. Wil-
ford Carter of Lake Charles, and six 

Republicans voting against the bill.
The passage of the bills two weeks 

before the end of the legislative ses-

REP. JEROME ZERINGUE, R-Houma, helped create the state budget as chair-

man of the House Appropriations Committee. (Photo by Elizabeth Garner/LSU 
Manship News Service)

Marchman


