
By Joey Martin
Sentinel Writer

The towns of Ferriday and Vidalia will 

host separate events as part of the second 

annual Madam C.J. Walker Delta June-

teenth Festival.

The festival will be held June 16-19.

“It’s exciting to be able to celebrate in 

this area,” said State Rep. C. Travis John-

son. “We’re continuing to build off of last 

year and moving forward to make it even 

bigger. “This is great for tourism. It will 

be great to have legislators here, some who 

have never been to this area before.”

The Juneteenth State Gala will be held 

Friday, June 17 at the Vidalia Conference 

and Convention Friday, June 17 at 8 p.m. 

The Madam CJ Walker Juneteenth Pa-

rade will be held Saturday, June 18 in Fer-

riday at 9:30 a.m. on E.E. Wallace Blvd.

The Juneteenth Movie will be Sunday, 

June 19 at 2 p.m. at the Ferriday Arcade.

The festival begins Thursday, June 16 

with a Grand Welcoming Reception in Tal-

lulah at 8 p.m.

A Juneteenth Celebration will be held 

Saturday, June 18 in Jonesville from noon 

to 8 p.m.

A gospel festival will be held in St. Jo-

seph Sunday, June 19  at 9 a.m.
Madam C.J. Walker

Madam C.J. Walker (born Sarah Breed-

love; December 23, 1867 – May 25, 1919) 

was an African American entrepreneur, 

philanthropist, and political and social ac-

tivist. She is recorded as the first female 
self-made millionaire in America in the 

Guinness Book of World Records. 

Her name was a version of “Mrs. Charles 

Joseph Walker,” after her third husband.

Walker made her fortune by developing 

and marketing a line of cosmetics and hair 

care products for black women through the 

business she founded, Madam C.J. Walker 

Manufacturing Company. 

Additionally, Walker was known for 

her philanthropy and activism. She made 

financial donations to numerous organiza-
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Water rates may possibly be increasing 

again for Clayton residents.

Mayor Wilbert Washington and alder-

men discussed the possible increase Tues-

day evening at their regular June meeting.

Two major items led to the discussion 

of raising water prices.

Chemicals used to treat the water has 

nearly tripled and the cost of having JCP 

Inc. to run Clayton’s water plant has 

caused a financial burden for the village.
“I hate to do it, but we have to look at 

it,” Washington said.

In 2021, Clayton increased water rates 

to its residents.

The previous hike in rates was a neces-

sity for the village after State of Louisiana 

officials stopped paying for a water and 
waste water plant operator. The operator 

had been paid by Louisiana since 2018.

In order to move forward on the possi-

ble rate increase, Town Council members 

gave Washington permission to ask Loui-

siana Rural Water Association to perform 

a water rate study.

In related business, Washington and al-

dermen revisited a possible gas rate ad-

justment. The group previously discussed 

raising rates in their May meeting.

“Right now, we have a flat rate of $22 
for the first 1,000 cubic feet,” Washington 
said. “After that, it is an adjusted rate. We 

are being charged upward of $6 per cubic 
foot. I now suggest we contact the Munic-

ipal Gas Association. We get the monthly 

rate, and we set up a markup.”

The markup would pay for Clayton’s 

certificated gas operator and maintenance 
of the system. According to Washington, 
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Concordia to host national fishing championship

Ferriday, Vidalia to host weekend Juneteenth events

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel Writer

Concordia Parish lakes will 

play host to the G.G. King Bass 

Tactix National Invitation on 

July 7-9 and the Miss-Lou area 

will reap the benefits.

The fishing tournament will 
bring in approximately $1.1 
million to the local economy, 

help local and national youth 

and expose the area to a nation-

al audience, according to Bass 

Tactix Fishing Director of Op-

erations Richard Parker.

Parker said when tournament 

participants and their families 

spend money it gives the local 

economy a boost when they 

come to the Miss-Lou.

“By the time we come in 

there and book hotels and eat at 

local restaurants and fix boats 

and flat tires, and mom and 
grandmothers go shopping, 

it all adds up,” Parker said. 

“Then you have to restock all 

that stuff.”

People from different regions 

of the country will give the 

Miss-Lou added exposure, ac-

cording to Jim Allgood, owner 

of Miss-Lou Media and Mid-

South Broadcasting and event 

organizer. 
“These people are coming 

here to live, stay and play for 

probably up to seven days,” 

said Allgood. “All of these in-

dividuals will then take a piece 

of the Miss-Lou home with 

them for life, but they will also 

go back to their respective ar-

eas of the USA and other coun-

Dunbar may 
face charges 

related 
to ‘ghost gun’

A Ferriday man was charged with aggravated assault with a fire-

arm and possession of a firearm by a convicted felon after a shoot-
ing incident on 5th Street and Georgia Avenue in Ferriday Friday.

According to Ferriday Police Chief Sam King, Demontay Dun-

bar, 25, 203 Mickey Gilley Avenue, Ferriday, may face federal 

charges related to his possession of a “ghost gun.” 

Ghost guns are unserialized and untraceable firearms that can 
be bought online and assembled at home. 

They are often sold through “ghost gun 

kits,” which include all of the parts and of-

ten the equipment necessary to build these 

weapons at home. These kits are widely 

available and can be purchased by anyone, 

including prohibited purchasers, domestic 

abusers, and gun traffickers — without a 
background check. 

“He was out on bond for attempted sec-

ond degree murder, aggravated assault with a 

firearm and possession of a firearm by a convicted felon,” King 
said. “That bond was revoked.”

According to King, on Friday at approximately 9:49 a.m., Ferri-

day Police received a shots fired call in the area of 5th Street and 
Georgia Avenue. Ferriday Police officers along with Concordia 
Parish Sheriff Office deputies responded to the area. 

“An investigation was conducted and officers recovered several 
shell casings from area,” King said. “While canvassing the area, 

officers discovered one house was struck by a stray bullet but no 
one was injured. Several suspects were identified with warrants 
forthcoming for their arrests. 

King said within an hour of the initial call, another call was 

CLAYTON ALDERMEN Willie Evans and Alderman Abdul Sabir look over the village’s proposed fiscal year budget during 
Tuesday night’s meeting. (Sentinel photo by Joe Curtis)

Possible water rate hike in works
Dunbar
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