
By Rev. Jimmy Wilkins
Pastor of Wisner and Gilbert 

United Methodist Church

If you grew up in the rural south in the 1960’s as I 
did, you would be aware that education was taught in 
many different ways.  

Your formal education was taught in schools where 
you learned readin,’ writin’ and rithmatic.’ However, 

before you got old enough to attend an elementary 
school, your education began at home.  

While your parents may have taught you your num-
bers and alphabet, the main thing you learned from 
them was manners. 

Yes ma’am, no ma’am, yes sir and no sir were not 
foreign words to you.  They were used everyday in 
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Winnsboro redistricting talks continue
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

The redistricting process 
continues in Winnsboro as 
Town Council members met in 
a special-called Nov. 17 meet-
ing.

In the meeting, the group 

introduced an ordinance that 
would reshape voting lines in 
Winnsboro and scheduled one-
on-one meetings with Cedric 
Floyd, president of Data Cen-
ter. During the meetings sched-
uled for Nov. 22 and 23, Floyd 
discussed district numbers with 
each member.

Floyd was charged in an Oct. 
18 Town Council meeting with 
developing districts that would 
be in compliance with Federal 
law, stating district lines were 
not to be more or less than 10 
percent.

In his October presentation, 
�I�R�X�U���R�X�W���R�I���À�Y�H���:�L�Q�Q�V�E�R�U�R���G�L�V-

tricts were out of the 10 percent 
deviation required by federal 
law. 

Louisiana law provides a 
mandatory six-month time-
�I�U�D�P�H�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �R�I�À�F�L�D�O�� �8���6���� �&�H�Q-
sus release for all parish and 
city governing authorities to 
examine the apportionment 

plan of its body, according to 
�W�K�H�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�� �R�I�� �6�W�D�W�H���� �'�X�U�L�Q�J��
the six month period, the gov-
erning authority will determine 
if there exists any substantial 
variation in representation 
of election districts and then 
adopt an ordinance to either 
declare its apportionment to be 

equitable or provide a new ap-
portionment plan.

Floyd took 2020 Census pop-
ulation of Winnsboro, divided 
�L�W�� �E�\�� �À�Y�H�� ���W�K�H�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �G�L�V-
tricts) and looked at the pop-
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Tower cleaning 
improves 
Wisner 

water quality
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Water tower improvements 
are complete with hydrant re-
pairs forthcoming for Wisner.

The announcement was 
made during the Wisner’s 
Town Council meeting held 
Nov. 18.

Tommy Mims Water Tanks 
from West Monroe performed 
an interior water tower clean-
ing. During the cleaning pro-
cess, workers removed nearly 
six feet of manganese build up 
within the tower.

Manganese is a mineral that 
naturally occurs in rocks and 
soil and may also be present 
due to underground pollution 
sources. It is frequently found 
in iron-bearing waters but is 
more rare than iron.  

In low concentrations it pro-
duces extremely objection-
able stains on everything with 
which it comes in contact. De-
posits collect in pipelines, and 
tap water may contain black 
sediment and turbidity due to 
precipitated manganese. 

C & L Aqua Professionals, 
�,�Q�F���� �R�I�� �6�X�O�S�K�X�U�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�G�G��
a chemical at Wisner’s treat-

ment facility that will help 
coagulate unwanted compo-
nents, so they can be easily 
�À�O�W�H�U�H�G���R�X�W����

“Hopefully, this is going to 
improve the town’s water,” 
said Mayor Marc McCarty. 

Additionally, town employ-
�H�H�V���D�U�H���F�R�P�S�L�O�L�Q�J���D���O�L�V�W���R�I���À�U�H��
hydrants in need of repair.  
“There’s a lot of interior work-
ings from the hydrants that 
need to be replaced,” McCarty 
said.

Meanwhile, Town Council 
members concurred with Po-
lice Chief Billy Beach’s rec-
�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���K�L�U�H���Q�H�Z���R�I�À-
cer Johnathan McKinley on a 
90-day probation period.

In his monthly police depart-
ment report, Beach thanked 
other local and regional police 
departments for their support 
in the Nov. 4 standoff with 
Barry Rigsby who was shot 
and killed.

The standoff involved 
�)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q�� �3�D�U�L�V�K�� �6�K�H�U�L�I�I�·�V�� �R�I-
�À�F�H���� �/�R�X�L�V�L�D�Q�D�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �3�R�O�L�F�H����
�8�6���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���:�L�V�Q�H�U���3�R-
lice Department and centered 

Police Jury agrees 
to install 

speed humps
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

�6�S�H�H�G�� �K�X�P�S�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�G��
�L�Q���$�E�H�� �/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�� �6�X�E�G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R��
deter speeding motorist.

Franklin Parish Police Jury 
members approved the move in 
their Nov. 15 regular meeting.

Police Jury personnel will in-
stall speed humps at an overall 
cost estimated at $934 each. 
The move was a cost sav-
ing measure after Police Jury 
members reviewed price es-
timates to purchase the speed 
deterrents.

�6�S�H�H�G���K�X�P�S�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G��
�R�Q�� �/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���� �6�F�K�R�R�O���� �:�R�R�G�V��
and Louisiana streets. Exactly 
how many speed humps is not 

known as of yet.
Police Jury member Keiona 

Wesby championed the move 
to install speed humps.

While similar to speed 
bumps, humps are less aggres-
sive than speed bumps at low 
speeds. Humps are often used 
on public streets, while bumps 
are used more in parking lots. 
�6�S�H�H�G�� �E�X�P�S�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�� �V�O�R�Z��
cars to 5–10 mph, humps slow 
cars to 15–20 mph.

Additionally, Police Jury 
members denied security lights 
for Mary and Delta streets but 
�D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���D���Á�R�R�G���O�L�J�K�W���I�R�U���$�E�H��
�/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���6�H�Z�H�U���3�O�D�Q�W��

Be thankful every day in everything 


