
By Marcy Thompson

marcy@franklinsun.com

Fiscal year-end financials for 
Franklin Medical Center indi-

cate the hospital district closed 
the year with $1 million in cash 
and cash equivalents, and total 
cash and investments of around 
$19 million.

The hospital’s fiscal year 
ended April 30. The financial 
report was presented during 
the regular meeting of FMC’s 
Board of Commissioners held 
May 26.

The numbers showed a 
marked improvement from fig-

ures reported at the end of fiscal 
year 2020, when the cash and 

cash equivalents were reported 
at $634,000, and total cash and 
investments at $3.4 million.

But Blake Kramer, hospital 
administrator, pointed out that 
the totals are unaudited num-

bers.
“These are not audited num-

bers. We won’t have the audit 
in until sometime in October,” 
Kramer said.

Fiscal year-to-date total gross 
patient revenue for the local 
medical facility was reported at 
$94.2 million, up from the pre-

vious year when revenues were 
reported at $86.5 million.

Net patient service revenue 
for the year was noted at $36 
million, up from the previous 

year, when 

it was 

about $32 
million.

Inpatient 
r e v e n u e 

for the 
month of 
April was 
recorded at 
$539,515, 

compared to $465,520 for the 
same month last year. How-

ever, the inpatient revenue 
was less than the budgeted 
amount of $727,940 by around 
$188,000.

Outpatient revenue was 
shown as around $5.3 million 
for the month of April, com-

pared to $5.8 million the same 
month last year, and above the 
budgeted amount of $4.4 mil-
lion by around $831,000.

Rehab revenue was down 
from the previous year, with 
$181,140 reported for that 
service area in April this year, 
compared to $241,890 the pre-

vious year. The current reve-

nues in that area were slightly 
above the budgeted amount of 
$173,280, resulting in a posi-
tive variance of around $7,800.

The expense side of the fi-

nancial picture showed FYTD 
expenses for salaries and wag-

es at over $16.5 million, up 
from the previous year of $14.9 
million.  The FYTD figure was 

about $900,000 more than the 
budgeted amount.

Corresponding expenses re-

lated to salaries and benefits 
were also up, going from $3.3 
million in the previous fiscal 
year to $3.8 million for the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Kramer said a part of the in-

crease was related to what was 
termed a “hazard pay” related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The cost of food, drugs and 
supplies went up over the pre-

vious year, with expenses in 
that category shown as $4.4 
million for the current FYTD, 
compared to $3.9 million, for 
the previous year. 

FYTD travel expenses rose 

from $24,379 for the previous 
year to $73,635, and exceeded 
the current fiscal year budget 
by $49,755.

Kramer said the increased 

expenses in that area were the 
result of not only increased fuel 
costs, but also due to the pur-
chase of a van, and van repairs. 
The hospital has a fleet of vans 
and drivers to provide trans-

portation service for patients 
to and from hospital-run clinics 
and services. Kramer said that, 
so far, increased costs have not 
adversely affected the delivery 
of that service.

By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

One deer was found with Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) in Tensas Par-
ish last year. Is that enough reason for 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries (LDWF) officials to impose 
a ban on supplemental deer feeding 
and deer carcass exporting in Franklin, 
Madison and Tensas parishes?

That was a question, along with oth-

ers, repeatedly asked by attendees at a 
LDWF informational meeting Friday 

night at LSU AgCenter Macon Ridge 
Research Station in Winnsboro.

Last year, an adult buck was harvest-

ed in east Tensas Parish affected by 
CWD. The first Louisiana CWD-in-

fected deer caused a stir in LDWF of-
ficials, spurring the group to release a 

notice of intent (NOI) for this season.
The NOI, approved in April by Lou-

isiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commis-

sion (LWFC), called for the banning of 

Index
Editorial ........................ 4A

Community .................. 8A

Sports ......................... 13A

Obituaries  .................... 6A

Classifieds ................. 14A
Public Notices ........... 15A

Volume 166

Number 33
Hanna Publishing Co., Inc.

FRANKLIN PARISH

See FMC 

Page 16A

See LDWF 

Page 16A

See GRANTS

Page 16A

Kramer

Wednesday, June 1, 2022 Winnsboro, Louisiana

SINCE 1856

LDWF BAN

www.franklinsun.com

Winnsboro moves forward on grants
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Winnsboro will move for-
ward on five grants worth a to-

tal of approximately $135,500.
Town Council members gave 

Cal Pierce, Winnsboro’s bud-

get manager, permission to 
apply for the grants in a spe-

cial-called May 27 meeting.
If approved, money from 

three grants will be used on 
items related to Winnsboro’s 
Fire Department while funds 
from two grants could poten-

tially be spent on water and 
sewer plant maintenance.

In the first fire department 
grant, Winnsboro will apply 

for an Assistance To Firefight 
Grant (AFG) totaling $50,000. 

If approved, funds will be 
used to purchase an air com-

pressor / cascade / fill sta-

tion for filling self-contained 
breathing apparatus and a per-
sonal protective equipment 
washer / extractor / dryer.

Winnsboro will also apply for 

a USDA grant worth $50,000 
to purchase a fire department 
service truck.

In the third and final fire 
department grant, Winnsboro 
will apply for a Strong South-

ern Communities Initiatives 
(SSCI) micro-grant worth 
$2,500.

According to Pierce, funds 

will be used for fire safety and 
awareness seminars for ele-

mentary school students.
For the water department, 

Winnsboro will apply for a 
$13,820 Community Water En-

richment Fund (CWEF) grant. 
Money will be used to purchase 
various equipment and tools.

CWEF was established in 

the 2008 Louisiana regular ses-

sion. Its intent is to provide a 
source of funding to aid units 
of local government solely for 
the purpose of rehabilitation, 
improvements and construc-

tion projects for community 

A CROWD overflowed LSU AgCenter Macon Ridge Research Station’s meeting room with landowners, hunters, community and state leaders who attended 
a Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) informational meeting May 27. The meeting was designed to apprise attendees about poten-
tial ways to control Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in the Franklin, Tensas and Madison parishes’ deer population. LDWF officials were peppered with 
questions throughout the meeting centering around the possibility of harmful economic impacts, negatively affecting deer populations and hindering next 
season’s harvesting due to the possible bans. (Sun photo by Joe Curtis)

Attendees voice concerns over LDWF ban

Jurors 
meet 
ROV 

hopefuls
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Eight applicants were inter-
viewed for Franklin Parish’s 
Registrar of Voters position 
May 26.

Applicants started the inter-
viewing process at 7:30 a.m. 
and were interviewed by Po-

lice Jury personnel committee 
members. The three-member 
committee consists of Police 
Jury members Gary Peters, 
Keiona Wesby and Howie Rob-

inson.
According to the Louisiana 

Constitution, Police Jury mem-

bers appoint the Registrar of 
Voters.

Interviewees were asked the 

same questions in separate ses-

sions according to Louisiana 
law. 

The position became vacant 
after the retirement of Geneva 
Cupp. Cupp served Franklin 
Parish as Registrar of Voters 
for more than 30 years.

Some duties of registrar of 
voters include: register voters, 
receive and process mail-in 
and voter registration forms, 
maintain voter registry lists, 
maintain a list of active and in-

active voters, prepare a list for 
each polling place and conduct 
elections.

FMC closes fiscal year with $1 million in cash


