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The Monroe City School Board could con-
clude the 2022-2023 fiscal year with a revenue 
shortfall of some $396,000 in its primary oper-
ating fund.

The School Board’s 
finance committee 
reviewed the school 
system’s financial 
statements for the 
fiscal year ending 
next June during a 
meeting on Tuesday.

Current financial 
documents project 
ending the year with $396,741 deficit in the 
School Board’s general fund.

The proposed budget shows a projected 
$396,741 deficit in the School Board’s general 
fund for the upcoming fiscal year. During the 
2021-2022 fiscal year, the School Board ended 
with a surplus of $72,676. 

According to Davona Howard, the School 
Board’s chief financial officer, a deficit was ex-
pected because of several increased costs, in-
cluding salaries, employee benefits and utilities.

“It’s costing us more to cool down our build-
ings,” Howard said. “We have some old build-
ings, so in our expenses, utilities seem to be 
climbing.” 

The salary and benefits increases included a 
four-percent raise for all employees. 

School Board member Rick Saulsberry argued 
there was a need for more employees in food 

services.
“I’ve had a couple of calls from workers who 

said that they don’t have enough workers in 
their cafeteria, whereas other schools have more 
than enough,” Saulsberry said.

Superintendent Brent Vidrine said Monroe 
schools were understaffed not only in food ser-

vices but in several areas. He said schools often 
depend on substitute food service workers and 
are trying to hire new workers.

School Board member Sharon Neal-Greer, 
who said she has also received calls about the 
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A mysteriously sealed en-
velope in Monroe business-
man Stanley Palowsky III’s 
ongoing racketeering lawsuit 
may have contained a judicial 
complaint placed there by re-
tired Fourth Judicial District 
Court Judge Carl Sharp, the 
businessman’s attorney says.

Covington attorney Joe 
Ward III, who represents Pa-

lowsky, made that argument 
in an Aug. 9 hearing at the 
Ouachita Parish Courthouse 
as part of Palowsky’s other 
lawsuit against a law clerk 
and five judges at the district 
court.

“I’m almost certain it was 
a judicial complaint,” Ward 
said.

On June 1, Ward and Mon-
roe attorney Sedric Banks 
claimed their client, Palows-
ky, was denied access to an 

undated envelope that was 
filed under seal in the court 
record. There was no court 
order placing a seal on the 
document, as might be done 
in cases where all parties 
agree to seal sensitive or pro-
tected information.

The sealed envelope was 
not opened until June 30 
after The Ouachita Citizen 

submitted a public records 
request to Ouachita Parish 
Clerk of Court Dana Benson 

to obtain a copy of the con-
tents in the envelope. Though 
the sealed envelope was torn 
at the edges and appeared to 
contain very few pages, Ben-
son provided the newspaper 
with copies of nearly 130 
pages from a court document 
that was already available to 
the public.

Prior to receiving the cop-
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A dispute between 
Ouachita Parish Police Jury 
President Shane Smiley 
and the parish firefighters’ 
union about arranging more 
hazard pay spilled over into 
social media and led to al-
leged threats against the 
jury president last week.

A handful of parish fire-

fighters from the Ouachita 
Parish Fire Department’s 
Local 1694 union met with 
Smiley and other police ju-
rors on Aug. 23 to discuss 
the possibility of securing 
more hazard pay. 

The following day, for-
mer parish firefighter Da-
vid Lehne published a post 
on Facebook, claiming that 
Smiley objected to more 
hazard pay. In Lehne’s post, 

he also claimed 
Smiley said, “The 
general public 
has noticed y’all’s 
$80,000 trucks 
with $112,000 
mowing equip-
ment and trailer 
parked at those 
fire stations.”

Lehne said he 
spoke out because others in 
the department feared re-

taliation.
“This is a slap 

in the face to me 
or any other fire-
man who busted 
our a** for years to 
support ourselves 
and a family,” stat-
ed Lehne’s Aug. 24 

post on Facebook. 
“So what if they drive 

a nice truck. U mad?”
The union later issued a 

statement from its Face-
book page, apparently dis-
puting Smiley’s remarks 
though the union did not 
specifically name Smiley.

In an interview with The 

Ouachita Citizen, Smiley 
confirmed the quote about 
$80,000 trucks but ex-
plained he was not trying to 
imply that firefighters made 
too much money. Instead, 
Smiley said he feared the 

public might reach such a 
conclusion if the Police Jury 
awarded hazard pay to fire-
fighters.

After the social media 
posts were published, he 
began receiving threatening 
messages, Smiley said.

Smiley also claimed he 
had been told that his meet-
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Threats fly in firefighter, Police Jury spat

Did judicial complaint taint Palowsky case?

Town 
plans 
new 

court
Sterlington 
to establish

environmental 
court, levy fines 
on properties
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Sterlington officials hope 
to establish an environmen-
tal court in which a local 
justice of the peace may im-
pose fines on the owner of 
any property who failed to 
meet the town’s yard main-
tenance ordinances. 

At its regular meeting last 
week, the Sterlington Town 
Council discussed the need 
to establish an environmen-
tal court so the town could 
be reimbursed for work 
done to maintain overgrown 
properties when owners ne-
glected to perform the work 
themselves.

Ouachita Parish Ward 1 

Salaries, 

utilities 

drive deficit

THE MONROE City School Board Finance Committee earlier this week voted to approve the proposed 

2022-2023 budget and discussed the shortage of food service workers in Monroe schools. (Citizen 

photo by Loryn Kykendall)

State launches 

first literacy 
accountability plan
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The state Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education last week approved the state’s first litera-
cy accountability plan for children in kindergarten 
through second grade.

K-2 students’ success in reading was not previ-


