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Josephine and Denver Smith took 

different approaches to protests at 

Southern University in the fall of 

1972. Josephine skipped class for 

meetings, while her older brother 

stayed away and warned her to be 

careful.

The pair had grown up with 10 

other siblings in a tiny sharecrop-

per’s house near New Roads, Lou-

isiana, where they picked cotton in 

the hot sun and harvested pecans 

to help make ends meet. When 

they were not working, they fished, 
swam by the river levee and, not 

having paper, scratched their mul-

tiplication tables in the dirt with 

sticks, the oldest checking the work 

of the youngest. 

Despite their modest finances, 
one thing was always certain: They 

would go to college.

One by one, the siblings enrolled 

at Southern University in Baton 

Rouge. Denver was the third to go, 

followed by Josephine the next year. 

By Marcy Thompson

marcy@franklinsun.com

Franklin Parish School Board 

staff were busy crunching 

numbers last week as school 

employees wait in anticipation 

of a possible November sup-

plemental paycheck and addi-

tional pandemic-related pay.

Rebecca Boquet, business 

manager for the parish school 

system, told School Board 

members at their agenda meet-

ing Tuesday, Oct. 25, final 
numbers had to be calculated 

before any figures could be 
announced in relation to extra 

November pay.

“We are still running num-

bers on that,” she said.

Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, the 

School Board’s vice president, 

presided initially as Board 

President Richard Kelly had 

advised he would be in atten-

dance, but would arrive after 

the scheduled start time of 5 

p.m. Kelly did arrive for the 

meeting. School Board mem-

bers Danny Davis and Mia 

Dunn were absent.

The supplemental pay comes 

from the general fund, and 

while Boquet was not able to 

give a precise answer at the 

agenda meeting about supple-

mental pay, she was able to tell 

the board that according to the 

balance sheet, “the fund bal-

ance was pretty good,” despite 

increased expenses for such 

things as utility and insurance 

costs.

“But you have to remember 

you need about three months 

operating expenses. We are just 

Early voting for the Nov. 8 

Primary Election was “steady” 

with 1,345 voters casting their 

ballots, according to Bonner 

Williams, Franklin Parish Reg-

istrar of Voters.

With the early voting period 

ending Tuesday, qualified vot-

ers who have not cast their bal-

lots will now have to wait until 

Nov. 8. Polls open at 6 a.m. and 

will close at 8 p.m. next Tues-

day. Go to www.franklinsun.

com for up-to-date election in-

formation.

“We have a steady flow of 

people each day during early 

voting,” Williams said. “On av-

erage, we had about 200 each 

day.”

The race for who will fill the 
U.S. Senate seat currently held 

by Republican Sen. John Ken-

nedy has drawn a large field of 

candidates, while Congress-

woman Julia Letlow of Ray-

ville, also a Republican, faces 

a field which includes Demo-

crats Oscar “Omar” Dantzler 

of Hammond and Walter Earl 

Huff of Monroe; and Repub-

licans Allen Guillory of Law-

tell and Hunter Pullen of West 

Monroe.

Locally, School Board mem-

bers Alaina Nichols, District 2; 

Danny Davis, District 3; Rich-

ard Kelly, District 4; and Dr. 

Jacqueline Johnson, District 5; 

are unopposed, while incum-

bents Eddie Ray Bryan, Dis-

trict 1; Tim Eubanks, District 6; 

and Mia Dunn, District 7, face 

contests.

Bryan faces opposition from 

By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

On a sunny but brisk fall morning 

a group of 10 gentlemen gathered at 

Winnsboro Municipal Airport to remi-

nisce, laugh and share an adventure.

The gentlemen, all veterans, expe-

rienced many adventures decades ago 

serving their country but this adventure 

was slightly different. They came to be 

served.

Officials from Dream Flight, a Carson 
City, Nev. non-profit organization, came 
Oct. 27 to honor the group and provide 

them a chance to take a flight in a ful-
ly-restored 1943 open-cockpit, bi-winged 

Stearman. The veterans came from lo-

cal and regional nursing homes for the 

chance to fly.
“As we make these heroes wishes come 

true, our Dream Flights inspire them to 

share their stories,” according to the or-

ganization’s mission statement. “We col-

lect, preserve and share those stories of 

how they survived through times of great 

strife to remind us of our shared human-

ity, our connection to each other and the 

value of listening. Our Dream Flights 

close the generation gap and open us up 

to a clearer understanding of ourselves 

and our world.”

While waiting for his turn, Arnold Fer-

rington, 79, formerly of Jigger, remem-

bered he made a promise years ago while 

working for Chevron Oil Company.

“I flew one time and afterwards I prom-

ised God I wouldn’t fly anymore,” he 
said, recalling the Denver to Dallas flight 
in bad weather.

“Those old wings can’t be stable,” 

Ferrington said, explaining the plane’s 

engineering. “They have to flop. I was 
sitting next to the window and looking at 

the wings. I said I wasn’t doing this any-

more.”

Ferrington broke his promise last 
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Early voting participation ‘steady’

Carroll 
coaches 

out on bond

School employees 
await news on 

supplemental pay

Head Carroll High School 

football coach Brandon Land-

ers and two of his assistants, 

Zemetress Randle and Druzon 

Quillen were issued arrest war-

rants Oct. 27 and bonded out 

the next day in connection with 

a fight occurring during an Oct. 
20 Franklin Parish High School 

football game.

According to a Franklin Parish 

Sheriff’s Office report, Landers 
was charged with inciting a riot 

and battery on a police officer.
Additionally, Randle was 

charged with inciting a riot and 

battery on a police officer.
Quillen was charged with 

inciting a riot, battery on a po-

lice officer and disturbing the 
peace.

Last week, Landers and 

eight assistant coaches were 

suspended by LHSAA for the 

remainder of the 2022 football 

season.

The suspension will also last 

through the postseason after 

they were involved in the me-

lee which included Franklin 

Parish law enforcement and 

fans. The fight started when the 
group was being escorted down 

from the press box after numer-

ous complaints about the use of 

foul language. 

Landers, followed by other 

assistants, left the sideline and 

jumped into the home stands 

during the conflict. 
“It’s just unfortunate this 

would happen at an event like 

this,” Franklin Parish Sheriff 

Kevin Cobb said.

Cobb said some of the com-

ments being made on social 

media and in political arenas 

against the Franklin Parish 

Sheriff’s Office are unfortu-

nate.

“They are just trying to de-

flect from the truth,” Cobb 
said. “But this is something 

I’ve seen before and it’s always 

personal. It’s just unfortunate 

that families and the country 

have to hear this kind of stuff. 

But they know the truth.”

AREA AND regional veterans wait their turn on a 1943 Steadman bi-winged plane provided by Dream Flight, a non-profit 
organization based out of Carson City, Nev. (Sun photo by Joe Curtis)

Veterans take ‘Dream Flight’ in Winnsboro

Gilbert man killed in 1972 protests
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