
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel Writer

Sandi Burley, Police Jury secre-

tary-treasurer, is resigning from her po-

sition.

Burley’s official last day is June 10, but 
she will attend the June 13 Police Jury 
meeting. Burley informed Police Jury 

members of her decision in an executive 
session during the May 23 meeting.

After the Police Jury, Burley will be 
employed by Syrah Technologies as an 
administrative assistant.

“I’ve learned so much,” Burley said. “I 
love what I do and all the people that I 
have met.”

Burley did not rule out working for the 

Police Jury part-time. 

With Burley’s guidance, the Police 

Jury has several large parish projects in 
the works. 

“We have over $20 million in proj-
ects,” she said. “I just can’t completely 
walk away from those projects.”

Burley has filled the secretary-treasur-
er position since September 2017, a po-

sition where she has had to wear “many 

hats.”
“As secretary, you have to be at meet-

ings and execute ordinance letters,” Bur-
ley said. “As treasurer, you have to make 
sure everybody is compliant with LLA 
guidelines.”

Along with attending meetings, exe-

cuting official Police Jury letters and en-

suring compliance, secretary - treasurers 

are the overall administrators of finan-

cial activities, prepare annual budgets, 
procure all property and list materials 

and services under a central purchasing 
system. Many secretary -treasurers also 

maintain an inventory of parish property.
According to Burley, Police Jury mem-

bers have instructed her to compile a list 
of all of her duties and responsibilities so 
they may have a checklist.

The position will be posted at the Po-

lice Jury office in the Concordia Parish 
Courthouse and be published in the Con-

cordia Sentinel.

Burley’s professional background pre-

pared her for the extensive list of duties. 
Before being the secretary-treasurer, she 
worked in nursing home administration 

and owned a wedding magazine.

By Joey Martin
Sentinel Writer

After two straight years of a Memori-

al Day March with restrictions because 
of COVID-19, the 156th annual march 
returned to normal with hundreds of 

walkers making the 3.8 mile march 
from Magnolia Street in Vidalia to the 
Natchez National Cemetery Monday 

morning.

The Memorial Day March, originally 
known as “The 30th of March,” had a 
special guest in Kathy Bower, the Na-

tional Women’s Relief Corps secretary, 
who filmed the event from the Wom-

an’s Relief Corps float.
“We’re planning on making a short 

film to use as a fund-raiser,” Bower 
said.

Bower learned of the march in Vida-

lia from Jaycintha Riley-Galloway 

of the Vidalia Woman’s Relief Corps, 
who was a grand marshal for the pa-

rade along with Nathaniel Williams 

of the American Legion and  Barney 
Schoby Jr., of Natchez.

The Woman’s Relief Crops is the 
oldest national women’s patriotic orga-

nization in America.

Bower said the Vidalia Woman’s Re-

lief Corps is one of the oldest WRC 
organizations to hold their meetings 

in the same facility built by the Grand 
Army of the Republic.

That building, which was moved 
when the town was moved because 
of flooding, is at 604 Magnolia St., in 
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Hundreds march during Memorial Day parade

Audit: Trinity net position increases by $5M
Trinity Medical’s net position was 

$13 million for 2021, an increase of 
approximately $5 million from the pre-

vious year, according to a Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor’s report.

The net position, the difference be-

tween assets and liabilities, is a way 
to measure financial health or financial 
position. Over time, sustained increas-

es or decreases in the net position is 

one indicator of whether a governmen-

tal or public entity’s financial health is 
improving or deteriorating.

As of Sept. 30, 
2021, the report in-

dicated total assets 

of approximately 
$75.8 million while 
total liabilities 
equaled some $62.7 
million.

Operating revenue 
increased 39 percent from the previous 
year to approximately $24.4 million, 
according to the report. This number 
included net patient service revenue 

total of some $21.8 million and other 
operating revenues of approximately 
$2.5 million.

According to the report, current as-

sets exceeded current liabilities by 
$14.3 million, providing a current ratio 
of 4.91. Total assets increased by ap-

proximately $1 million during fiscal 
year 2021 and increased by some $24 
million during fiscal year 2020. These 
changes were due in large part to the 

construction of a replacement hospital.

Additionally, Trinity’s concurrent 

portion of long-term debt was some 
$59.1 million, according to the report. 
The current portion of long-term debt 
was $77,000.

At fiscal year end, $39,000 was owed 
on Certificate of Indebtedness 2012 Se-

ries Revenue Bonds.
During fiscal year 2021, Certificates 

of Indebtedness Series 2021A Revenue 
Bonds and 2021B Revenue Bonds were 
issued related to permanent financing 

Burley to resign as CPPJ secretary-treasurer

Burley

Doughty 
named

FHS
principal
By Joey Martin
Sentinel Writer

When Natchez native Shan-

non Doughty retired from the 

Gulfport School district and 

then resigned as STEM in-

structional Coach and teacher 
at Hope Academy in Gulfport 

to return home, she never en-

visioned having an adminis-

trative job 
in Concordia 
Parish.

“I had put 

out some 

feelers about 
an instruc-

tional coach-

ing job,” 
Doughty said. “A week later, 

the superintendent called me 

and talked to me about the prin-

cipal position. After we talked, 

she offered me the job.”
Concordia Parish Superin-

tendent Toyua Watson said she 
was impressed with Doughty’s 

experience, vocational educa-

tion and enthusiasm.

“Shannon is able to grasp a 
whole lot of info concerning 

college preparation, as well,” 
Watson said. “And, she has a 

strong knowledge of vocation-

al setting for children. I had 

actually offered her several po-

sitions. We had 14 interviews 
for the administration job, but 
most were elementary admin-

istration. We are excited about 
having Shannon as Ferriday 
principal.”

Doughty worked in the Nat-

chez-Adams School District 

from 1996-2014, serving as 
assistant principal at Natchez 

High School.

She worked for the Gulf-

port School District from 2014 
to 2022, serving as principal 
of Gulfport Central Middle 

Doughty

Smith

CROWDS MARCHED through Vidalia, across 

the Mississippi Bridge and converged at Nat-

chez National Cemetery during the 156th annu-

al Memorial Day Parade on Monday. The pa-

rade is one of the oldest Memorial Day traditions 

in the country. See related photos, Page 2A. 

(Sentinel photo by Joey Martin)


