
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Police Chief Sam King’s sus-

pension was overturned by Fer-

riday aldermen.

In a Sept. 21 special meet-

ing, three Ferriday alderpeople, 

who have been at odds with 

Mayor Rydell Turner for the 

majority of his two years in of-

fice, voted to overturn the sus-

pension until further notice for 

insubordination.

Alderwomen Gloria Lloyd, 

Brandi Bacon and Alderman 

Andre Keys voted to lift the 

suspension.

Turner said Tuesday the sus-

pension was lifted regardless 

of the meeting. He was also 

checking into the special meet-

ing’s legality.

Kenneth Tucker had been 

named interim Ferriday Police 

Chief by Turner during King’s 

suspension.

“This was nothing person-

al against Sam,” Turner said. 

“Take away the mayor and po-

lice chief titles, and we’re real 

good friends. We just have to 

keep protocol and go by rules 

and regulations. But everything 

is fine now, and I don’t foresee 
any problems in the future.”

Turner and Alderman Elijah 

“Stepper” Banks did not at-

tend the special-called meeting 

while Alderwomen Gail Pryor 

was out of town.                   

Lloyd, who stated “Turner 

was the worst mayor Ferriday 

has seen in two years since she 

has been on the board,” served 

as mayor pro tempre.

“In two years, we’ve had five 
police chiefs,” Lloyd said. “We 

allow people to disrespect Fer-

riday, and the world is mocking 

us.”

Covering Louisiana’s Delta Since 1876

www.concordiasentinel.com Wednesday, September 28, 2022 $1.00

INDEX
Editorials — 4A
Police — 7A
Obituaries — 6A

Classifieds — 7B
Public Notices — 6B-8B
Sports — 1B

Hanna Publishing Inc.

Vol. 147 No. 15

NEWS — Gilley tribute 
scheduled: 9A

SPORTS — Vidalia hosts 
Ferriday on Friday: 1B

CONCORDIA CLASSIC

Please see
SUSPENSION / 10A

CONCORDIA     SENTINELCONCORDIA     SENTINEL

Ferriday-Vidalia, La.

Aldermen overturn King’s suspension

Soybean 
damage 
numbers 
‘all over 
place’

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Concordia Parish farmers are currently har-

vesting a soybean crop whose yield numbers 

vary from field-to-field.
Kylie Miller, LSU AgCenter extension agent, 

said soybean damage numbers “have been all 

over the place, some high and low with some 

only able to get salvage value.”

Salvage prices for soybeans range from $4.25 

to $4.50 per bushel, a far cry from $14 to $16 

per bushel that producers receive from minimum 

damaged soybeans.

August rains were devastating to the Concor-

dia bean crop. Miller said the rain “was terrible 

timing because most of the crop was at its most 

vulnerable point whenever it hit.”

According to David Moseley, LSU AgCenter 

soybean expert, optimal planting for Louisi-

ana soybeans is April. But with the rainfall, the 

April-planted bean has approximately 40 to 50 

percent damage to it.

The impact of the rain was felt the most in 

Northeast Louisiana. Statewide, 1.2 million acres 

HOLDING UP a banner for Friday’s Concordia Classic are, from left: Ferriday Mayor Rydell Turner, Michael Kelly of Town of Ferri-

day, Becky McKeel-Brown Albert with Town of Ferriday, Consuella Morales with Town of Ferriday, Deborah Elaine-Jones with Town 

of Ferriday, Ferriday Police Officer Darty Bethley and Ferriday Police Chief and Ferriday Police Chief Sam King. (Sentinel photo by 
Joey Martin)

Delta Charter School students’ curiosity finds facts
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Delta Charter students taking a new 

forensic class chose the course for 

two reasons: curiosity and the fact 

Brandon Rowe is teaching it.

“I’ve had interest in it and I knew 

Mr. Rowe would make it fun,” said 

Delta Charter junior Davis Cooper. 

“Dealing with fingerprints has been 
the most fun so far. It does make 

some of the television shows about it 

more interesting.”

Senior Addison Jackson said the 

class is like a deep dive into criminal 

minds.

“It is so interesting,” she said. “In-

terviewing people has been a lot of 

fun.”

Junior Rami Burks said she has 

learned a lot already in the class.

“I’ve learned there are certain types 

of fingerprints and what makes them 
that way,” Burks said. “I’ve always 

had an interest in forensics. And, 

we’re learning about DNA. It has 

BRANDON 
ROWE, 

standing right, 
instructs Delta 

Charter School 
Studetns in his 
new Forensics 

class.

School Board passes FY budget
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Concordia Parish School Board 

passed its 2022-2023 consolidated 

budget with a deficit of approximate-

ly $2.2 million.

The action was taken during a spe-

cial-called meeting, Sept. 22.

General revenues totaled approx-

imately $56.2 million while expen-

ditures amounted to approximately 

Schools prep for accountability system
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Concordia Parish administrators and teachers 

are preparing students for the recently passed 

Louisiana Department of Education’s (LDOE) ac-

countability system, according to District Superin-

tendent Toyua Bachus.

Bachus explained her plan of action at a Sept. 22 

special-called School Board meeting.

Louisiana has adopted the state’s first account-
ability system for kindergarten through second 

grade. The literacy-focused plan was approved by 

the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

(BESE) Aug. 24.

Louisiana’s new kindergarten through second 

grade accountability is part of a comprehensive 

literacy strategy that emphasizes the “Science of 
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