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loryn@ouachitacitizen.com

A multi-jurisdictional task 
force arrested 60 suspects 
earlier this month during 
a warrant sweep operation 
aimed at apprehending sus-
pects carrying drugs and 
guns.

The sweep, which took 
place on Nov. 9 and Nov. 10, 
sought to serve 85 arrest war-
rants in Ouachita Parish. Of-
ficers with the task force, led 
by the Ouachita Parish Met-

ro Narcotics Unit, were able 
to arrest 60 of the 85 sus-
pects, mostly on drug-related 
charges.

“These men and women in 
law enforcement risked their 
lives and put themselves in 
great danger during this op-
eration,” said Ouachita Par-
ish Sheriff Jay Russell. “This 
operation is not one that was 
done overnight. It took a lot 
of man hours — months in 
some cases — to make these 
cases. And they were done 
right.”

During the sweep, officers 
seized several drugs includ-
ing more than a kilo of meth-
amphetamine, more than a 

kilo of marijuana, 65 grams 
of heroin and 28 grams of 

BY JARRETT FIX

Special to The Citizen

Thanksgiving is a wonderful 
time of year. There is football to 
watch, cooler weather, the kids 
are out of school, family time to 
enjoy, deer to hunt, and shop-
ping to do for Christmas. With 
all the busyness of the season, 
there is always a general re-
minder built into our culture to 
pause and consider what we are 

thankful for. 
I appreciate the numerous 

posts on social media wherein 
friends of mine reflect on what 
they are thankful for. This is al-
ways a reminder for me to do 
the same. 

Here are a few things we can 
celebrate and be thankful for 
during this season.  

The Gospel of Jesus Christ

Among the things we should 
find ourselves thankful for, this 

outshines the rest. Jesus gave 
His life willingly as a sacrifice 
for sins in order to rescue us 
from death and satisfy the jus-
tice of God so we might live. 
The Creator and sustainer of 
all things stepped down into 
human flesh, into a position 
of humility and lived a perfect 
life, yet was crucified as if He 
were guilty. His short time in 
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Layton Castle reopens to public with tours beginning in December
BY LORYN KYKENDALL

loryn@ouachitacitizen.com

After several years of being 
closed to the public, Layton 
Castle along the Ouachita Riv-
er in Monroe will reopen for 
tours starting this December.

Pam Dupuy, who owns the 
castle with her three siblings, 
said public tours stopped a few 
years ago when their mother’s 
health began declining. Their 
mother, Carol Layton Parsons, 
died at the age of 92 in 2021. 

Parsons was the former owner 
and manager of the castle.

“To me, Layton Castle is kind 
of this Monroe treasure, and I 
think it should be shared,” Du-
puy said. “We get people con-
tacting us all the time.”

Layton Castle, originally 
called Mulberry Grove, was 
built in 1910 on the property on 
South Grand Street. The estate 
originally included a cottage 
and wine house built by Judge 
Henry Bry, a Swiss emigrant, in 
1814.

All 30 tickets for the first tour 
on Dec. 10 sold out within two 
days. Dupuy said she planned 
on conducting tours for large 
groups once a month.

“This place costs a lot of mon-
ey to run and it’s frankly a black 
hole right now,” Dupuy said. 
“So the income will help a little. 
And it’s a way to show people 
Layton Castle and the grounds 
because we also hold weddings 

LAYTON 

CASTLE, 

a historical 

landmark 

in Monroe 

which was 

built in 1910, 

is expected 

to open to the 

public in De-

cember after 

being closed 

for several 

years.  
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Mitchell discusses budget, taxes at State of the City

Jury to spend 
$3 million 

on new library
BY LORYN KYKENDALL

loryn@ouachitacitizen.com

The Ouachita Parish Police Jury voted Monday 
to spend $2,865,000 to buy a building to house 
the Ouachita Parish Public Library’s main branch.

The library will relocate to the new building at 
1000 Oliver Road in Monroe. Renovations may be 
needed. The library has allocated $6 million to the 
remodeling work, which could take up to a year to 
complete. 

The library previously planned to renovate its 
current building on North 18th Street instead of 
relocating, which likely would have caused the li-
brary to be out of service during construction.

“Before we went forward with those renovations, 
we made one last run at seeing if there was any-
thing out there that we could renovate that would 
be a newer model than what we have rather than 
spending that money at the existing location,” said 
Police Jury President Shane Smiley.

The new library, for which plans have been drawn 
up by Land 3 Architect Inc., is expected to include 
new services like phone booths and home delivery 
service of books as well as more space for meeting 
and event rooms. 

“This is something we’ve been working on for 
some years,” Smiley said. “I just appreciate every-
one’s hard work and willingness to work together 
to make it happen. It’s an investment not just for 
the short term but for the long term. It’s an invest-
ment for another 40 or 50 years.”

Betty Ward-Cooper, president of the library’s 
board of control, thanked the Police Jury for its 
role in the project.

“We’ve been working diligently trying to make 
the right decision for the citizens of our parish,” 
Ward-Cooper said. “We think this is a good de-
cision and thank you all for helping us to see it 
through.”

On another front, the Police Jury also voted to 

BY LORYN KYKENDALL
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West Monroe Mayor Staci 
Mitchell says the city’s plans 
for an amphitheater, possi-
bly along the Ouachita Riv-
er, could cost $1.8 million.

Mitchell updated the 
community about the pro-
posed amphitheater and 
other projects last week at 
the annual State of the City 
event at the West Monroe 
Convention Center.

During a review of the 

city’s financial health, 
Mitchell said the city’s op-
erating expenditures were 
expected to total some 
$23 million this year. That 
amount was $1.8 million 
more than last year. The 
city projected a $677,000, 

which would bring the city’s 
fund balance to $9.5 mil-
lion.

Mitchell also took time to 
dispel concerns about how 
the city spent sales tax rev-
enues.

“A lot of people think 

the city gets all of that 
10.44-percent tax that you 
pay for when you purchase 
something,” Mitchell said. 
“So just a fun fact — 4.45 
percent of that is state sales 
tax, three percent goes to 
the Ouachita Parish School 

Board and then the remain-
ing 2.99 percent is what ac-
tually comes to the city.”

City officials say the city’s 
capital budget, which is re-
served for infrastructure 

Warrant

sweep nets 

60 arrests

SIXTY SUSPECTS in Ouachita Parish were arrested in the span 

of two days earlier this month during a warrant sweep conducted 

by several local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. 

The sweep also yielded illegal drugs and firearms. (Citizen pho-

to by Loryn Kykendall)

Count your blessings on Thankgiving


