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As a lover of fishing, camp-
ing and the New Orleans 
Saints, Dr. Darryl Aguilar feels 
right at home as a general sur-
geon at Trinity Medical.

Aguilar, 53, will be at Trinity 
Medical two times a month to 
perform outpatient surgeries, 
as well as to see patients at the 
Trinity Medical clinic.

That number is (318) 757-
6559.

“We’ve been searching for 
more physicians to add to our 

rotation to 
keep our pa-
tients from 
having to 
travel out 
of town,” 
said Trini-
ty Medical 
CEO Nekei-

sha Smith. “We were very im-
pressed with Dr. Aguilar.”

“I have been familiar with 
Ferriday for a long time,” said 
Aguilar, who is good friends 
with Dr. James Wes Richey 
of Alexandria, a urologists for 
Trinity Medical.

“Wes and I went to medical 
school together, so we spent a 
lot of time fishing and study-
ing,” Aguilar said. “He told me 
about an opportunity coming 
up in Ferriday. I have kind of 
wanted to slow down some, 
but still do surgeries and help 
people. So this was the perfect 
opportunity.”

Aguilar, who lives in Wood-
ward, has been a part of Mid 
Louisiana Surgical Specialists 
since the onset of the medi-
cal practice’s opening date in 
2003.  He is a graduate of Lou-
isiana State University School 

of Medicine and completed his 
surgical training at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in Memphis. 

As a surgical specialist, Agu-
ilar diagnoses and treats a spec-
trum of diseases and conditions 
that may require surgical treat-
ment. Some of those surgeries 
also include breast disease, 
masses, and treatment of breast 
cancer, as well as, hernia re-
pairs. 

In addition to general surgery 
procedures, Aguilar specializes 
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Leo Honeycutt was with Edwin Edwards when he died which 
seemed appropriate for the man who won a Louisiana Literary 
Award for his book about the former Louisiana governor.

“Edwin Edwards was a pragmatic person 
and thought he had just come to the end and 
it was time to go home,” said Honeycutt 
who called the July 12, 2021 passing of Ed-
wards peaceful. “And, that is what he did.”

Honeycutt is an award-winning journal-
ist and author of five biographies including 
Edwin Edwards Governor of Louisiana. He 
spoke to a group that gathered together at 
Vidalia’s library Jan. 26 and reflected on his experiences with 
Edwards and life in general. The always-engaging Honeycutt 
bounced between serious and humorous topics.

While writing the book, Honeycutt acknowledged it took 
time to whittle away the “character” of Edwards and get to the 
man that was Edwards.

“It was a lot of fun writing the book, but it took nearly year 
to begin to chip away the veneer of Edwin Edwards because 
he was the governor for so long that he was a character,” Hon-
eycutt said. “He was playing a role, and he was so used to an-
swering questions with 20-second sound bites that at the end of 
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“He was the heartbeat of the communi-
ty.”

Monterey boys basketball coach Eric 
Richard echoed the feelings of most peo-
ple in Monterey after the passing of LH-
SAA Hall of Fame basketball coach Jack 
Bairnsfather Tuesday at St. Francis Cabrini 
in Alexandria.

Visitation for Bairnsfather is Thursday 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Monterey Church of 
Christ.

He funeral will be held Friday at 10 a.m. 
at Monterey Church of Christ under the di-
rection of Young’s Funeral Home.

Bairnsfather had recently celebrated his 
90th birthday.

Bairnsfather cut the ribbon on the new 
Monterey gym named after him on Jan. 17. 
He was grand marshal for the first Monte-
rey Homecoming Parade last month.

Richard, a graduate of Block High, came 
to Monterey in 1998, and returned in 2007 
as a coach.

“Coach Jack was so gracious to me,” 
Richard said. “He never made me feel as 
if I was not from here. He is going to be 
sorely missed. He would go to the co-op 
every morning and have coffee, and then 
ride by the school just to put eyes on it. We 
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Drainage project receives $6M FEMA grant
Brushy Bayou Drainage Proj-

ect is set to receive a major grant 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), 
according to Sen. Bill Cassidy.

The longtime Concordia Par-
ish Police Jury project will re-
ceive $6,225,332 grant, accord-
ing to Cassidy who made the 
announcement Jan. 31.

The grant will fund drainage 

improvements and alleviate 
flooding in the northern portion 
of Concordia Parish by restor-
ing the natural drainage and dis-
charge of stormwater into the 
Tensas River through Brushy 
Bayou.

“Louisianans are resilient no 
matter the storm,” Cassidy said. 
“This funding will help our 
coastal communities continue 

to recover and help families get 
back on their feet.”

The $6 million is part of 
$13,364,640 worth of grants 
from FEMA in relief for Hurri-
canes Katrina, Laura, Delta and 
Ida.

The project, priced original-
ly at $4.5 million, increased in 
2019 to $7.4 million due to ris-
ing prices and design changes 

required by FEMA. The project 
has been in the works for close 
to a decade.

The project was one of the 
last approved in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

According to the Police Jury 
in 2021, work will include the 
installation of a gated box cul-
vert in the Tensas River Levee 
where Brushy Bayou used to 

discharge. This will divert the 
Brushy Bayou discharge ba-
sin and a portion of the Buck-
ner Bayou discharge basin into 
the Tensas rather than down 
Cocodrie Bayou.

According to engineers, this 
represents approximately 40 
percent of the northern drainage 
area of the parish.

A weir will be installed just 

upstream of the box culvert to 
maintain water levels in Brushy 
Bayou at 43 feet. A bridge will 
be installed at Luke Martin 
Road to replace undersized cul-
verts to allow increased Brushy 
Bayou flow to pass.

Engineers have estimated 
that water in the Vidalia Canal 
should be lowered by two feet 
when the project is completed.

Legendary 
coach dies 

Tuesday

JACK BAIRNSFATHER, Monterey’s longtime basketball coach, died Tuesday at 
St. Francis Cabrini in Alexandria. (Photo by Ellen Upton)
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Public defender 
net position 

up by 24 percent
Assets exceeded liabilities at the Seventh Judicial Public De-

fender’s office by $414,246 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2022, according to a recently released Louisiana Legislative 
Audit review.

The total net position increased by $80,811 or 24.2 percent. 
The report stated the primary reason for the increase was due 
to an increase in assets.

Bolstering the positive net position was $259,682 in receiv-
ables and $154,408 in cash which was a 44.3 percent increase 
from the prior year.

Largest liability of the public defender’s office was accrued 
compensated absences of $19,000 followed by $9,211 of ac-
counts payable.

According to the review, the district’s cash balance at June 
30, 2022 was $154,408.

In its statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in 
fund balances, the audit reported total revenues increased by 

Trinity names Aguilar outpatient surgeon


