
BY DILLON NELSON

news@ouachitacitizen.com

Two B-51s will soar through the sky over Monroe while 
the black and yellow nylon of the U.S. Army’s official para-
chute demonstration team, the Golden Knights, will flutter 
in descent next weekend.

Those are only some of a handful of acts set for the Red, 
White and Blue Airshow to be hosted that weekend by the 
Chennault Aviation and Military History Museum and the 
Southern Heritage Air Foundation.

“The military really is able to jump on that aspect for re-
cruitment purposes,” said Armand Breard, a veteran and 
Chennault museum supporter. “You don’t get to see acts 
everyday like the Golden Knights or two B-51s from World 
War II.”

The air show would exhibit exactly those brave and inno-
vative qualities that distinguished the American military, 
added Breard, whose military tenure began in 1959 and 
went on for nearly 50 years as he rose to the rank of Senior 

BY DILLON NELSON

news@ouachitacitizen.com

Sterlington officials say the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission’s charges against former Mayor Vern Breland 
last week signaled an end to the questionable practices that 
have plagued the town’s reputation in recent years.

In an announcement last week, the SEC charged Bre-
land with misleading investors in the sale of $5.8 million 
in municipal bonds across two offerings 
in 2017 and 2018. The SEC also charged 
the town’s unregistered municipal advi-
sor, Twin Spires Financial LLC, and its 
owner, Aaron Fletcher.

During Breland’s tenure as mayor of 
Sterlington, the town accumulated more 
than $20 million in debt and spent 
some $3 million on unlawful expendi-
tures, skirted public bid law on projects 
as large as $2 million and falsified doc-
uments sent to the state so the town could incur bonded 
indebtedness, audit reports show.

Stemming from investigations of such falsified docu-
ments, the SEC charged Sterlington, Breland, Twin Spires 
and Fletcher with violating the antifraud provisions of the 
Exchange Act and the Securities Act. 

Fletcher and Twin Spires also were charged with failing 
to register as municipal advisors and with violating fiducia-
ry duty and fair dealing rules. 

“I think it goes a long way toward making our residents 
feel better,” said Sterlington Town Council member Brian 
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Call (318) 966-8600 or visit stfran.com to 
schedule your Men’s Health Wellness Exam.

Don’t Let Your Health Fall to 
the Bottom of Your To-Do List.

Breland

Police Jury gives up $1M pledge to sports complex
BY DILLON NELSON

news@ouachitacitizen.com 

The Ouachita Parish Po-
lice Jury agreed earlier 
this week to withdraw its 
$1-million pledge for the 
city of West Monroe’s in-
door sports complex in light 

of federal regulations pro-
hibiting the expenditure.

Instead, the Police Jury 
plans to spend $571,000 of 
its $1 million in American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding on a new water 
and sewer project in West 
Monroe’s Commercial Park 

where the sports complex is 
currently being built.

Police jurors told The 
Ouachita Citizen the wa-
ter and sewer project is in-
tended to provide the com-
mercial park and some of 
its surrounding areas with 
more water and sewer ca-

pacity.
Construction of the city’s 

sports complex, the West 
Monroe Sports and Events 
Center, began this spring. 
The 112,000-square-foot 
indoor sports venue could 
open to the public in the 
summer of 2023.

Police Jury President 
Shane Smiley explained the 
Police Jury could no longer 
commit $1 million of ARPA 
funds to the sports complex 
because the city’s project 
did not meet the criteria for 
ARPA funding. Because the 
project was considered “new 

construction,” the project 
was ineligible according to 
ARPA regulations, Smiley 
said.

“They’re not renovating an 
existing facility to improve 

Colleagues, friends remember 

Cooksey’s passion
BY DILLON NELSON

news@ouachitacitizen.com

Dr. John Cooksey, who stepped 
away from a highly successful med-
ical practice to serve three terms in 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
from 1997 to 2003, died Saturday.

He was 80.

An opthalmologist, Cooksey was 
elected in 1996 to represent the Fifth 
District of Louisiana in the U.S. 
House. A conservative Republican, 
it was Cooksey’s first race for public 
office. He pledged to serve no more 
than three terms in the House, and in 
2002, he unsuccessfully challenged 
then-U.S. Sen. Mary Landrieu. He 

finished third in the primary election 
with 14 percent of the vote behind 
Landrieu and Public Service Com-
missioner Suzanne Haik Terrell, a 
Republican.

After graduating from Louisiana 
State University in Baton Rouge in 

DR. JOHN COOKSEY, a veteran U.S. Air Force flight surgeon, who stepped away 
from a highly successful medical practice to serve three terms in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, died Saturday. (Courtesy photos)

Breland faces

SEC charges,

state case pending

Airshow slated

for June 17

Edwards reflects on legislative session
BY PIPER HUTCHINSON 

AND ALEX TIRADO

LSU Manship News Service 

BATON ROUGE — As the Legis-
lature adjourned Monday, Gov. John 
Bel Edwards expressed his support 
for the investments in education and 
infrastructure, including a teacher 
pay raise of $1,500 and $300 mil-
lion toward a new Mississippi River 
bridge.   

But he also announced that he 
would acquiesce in one area that he 

has disagreed with Republican law-
makers saying he would allow a bill 
that prohibits transgender athletes 
from competing according to their 
gender identity to become law with-
out his signature. 

Edwards vetoed a similar measure 
last year, but he said that he decided 
not to veto the latest ban, Senate Bill 
44, sponsored by Sen. Beth Mizell, 
R-Franklinton, because he knew that 
the Legislature could override the 
veto this time. 

“I hope we can all get to a point soon 

where we realize that these young 
people are doing the very best that 
they can to survive,” Edwards said. 

As the session’s 6 p.m. deadline 
approached, legislators spent the 
day debating, rewriting, and passing 
some of the remaining bills. 

Among the high-profile bills to be 
adopted was House Bill 746, spon-
sored by Rep. Royce Duplessis, 
D-New Orleans. 

The bill would prohibit the use of 
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