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Ferriday-Vidalia, La.

Vidalia looks at water plant future
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Vidalia officials recently met 
with conceptual design engi-
neers on expanding its water 
plant.

Mayor Buz Craft called the 
project a necessity due to ex-
panded future growth in res-
idents and businesses. Also 

during last year’s freeze Vida-
lia suffered, like many munic-
ipalities, with busted pipes. 
When pipes thawed the numer-
ous leaks drained the town’s 
existing tank.

“This is going to ensure the 
future for us having plenty of 
water available,” Craft said. 
“We will also have the ability 
to deliver to our citizens by 

doubling our plant.”
The estimated $9.8 million 

plant expansion was “a pretty 
big project,” according to Craft, 
and was growing in “dollars and 
cents, especially after COVID.” 

Previously reported in the 
Concordia Sentinel, Doug 
Wimberly with the engineer-
ing firm of Neel-Schaffer Inc. 
of Hattiesburg, Miss., said the 

plant will provide Vidalia “a 
whole lot of flexibility and 
backup,” noting that one-half 
of the upgraded plant could op-
erate if the other half was shut 
down.

The facility will include two 
clarifiers, according to Wim-
berly. A 70-year-old clarifier 
will be replaced.

The plant expansion will pro-

duce a water output of an ad-
ditional one million gallons per 
day and will be funded through 
state Capital Outlay and Com-
munity Water Enrichment 
Funds (CWEF).

The CWEF was established 
in the 2008 Louisiana regular 
session. Its intent is to provide 
a source of funding to aid units 
of local government solely for 

the purpose of rehabilitation, 
improvements and construc-
tion projects for community 
water systems.

“This is going to be some-
thing that is very much neces-
sary,” Craft said. “This is for 
future growth.”

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Don M. Barron Contractor Inc. has 
been “put on notice” after the Farmerville 
company failed to complete Monterey 

High School’s new gymnasium in a time-
ly fashion.

Led by School Board President Fred 
Butcher, School Board members agreed 
to allow an architect to write a letter to 
the bonding company detailing the com-

pany’s failure.
In September 2020, School Board 

members awarded the contract for proj-
ect construction to Don M. Barron Con-

By Andrea Wright Dilworth 
awdilworth@umc.edu
Special to the Sentinel

Vidalia High graduate Dr. Kim Hoover didn’t 
decide to go into nursing until realizing three 
years into a pre-med program that she didn’t 
want to be a physician. Neither did she aspire to 
teach nursing, nor were executive leadership po-
sitions including dean or COO on her radar.

But she achieved all of the above, and then 
some, accumulating a bevy of accolades along 
the way. So much so, that she’s been named 

Gym contractor ‘put on notice’

Vidalia High graduate honored 
with ‘Distinguished Alumna’ award

CONCORDIA PARISH School Board President Fred Butcher talked with Marco Gonzales with Volkert Inc. over the phone 

about the delayed completion of Monterey High School’s new gym during a Nov. 10th meeting. (Sentinel photo by Joe 
Curtis)

Police jurors
discuss 

roads, ditches

Ridgecrest 
introduces 

2023 budget

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Police Jury members dis-
cussed several parish roads 
needing repair and ditches in 
need of cleaning out in their 
Nov. 14 meeting.

A work order was approved, 
instructing workers to clean out 
a ditch running alongside BJ 
Road. Before clearing debris, 
Police Jury members agreed to 
send residents a letter asking 
them to clear their belongings 
from parish right-of-ways in 
preparation for the clean out.

Police Jury members also 
agreed to remove debris from 
Belle Grove and Mimosa Drive 
ditches and portions of Vidalia 
Canal to alleviate water.

Additionally, portions of Le-
vee, McCall, Wild Cow and 
Doty roads will undergo grad-
ing.

Meanwhile, Police Jury 
members approved the pur-
chase of a tractor with surplus 
money.

Absent from the 20-min-
ute meeting were Police Jury 
members Joseph Parker Sr. and 
Genesia Allen.

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Ridgecrest aldermen intro-
duced the village’s 2023 bud-
get in their regular monthly 
meeting Tuesday evening.

The proposed budget showed 
the general fund’s total revenue 
amounting to $145,675 while 
total expenses equaled $1.2 
million although most of the 
expenses are from a $910,000 
and $225,000 grant.

Aldermen are expected to 
vote on the proposed budget in 
their December meeting.

Additionally, representatives 
from Silas Simmons went over 
Ridgecrest’s audit.

“The audit went good,” May-
or Veller Ray Carroll said. “We 
got our hand slapped on two 
different occasions. One for not 
having enough employees and 

for being late to get the audit 
in.”
Carroll’s goals for next term
Ridgecrest Mayor Veller Ray 

Carroll narrowly beat former 
village clerk Dorothy Evans 
in the Nov. 8 primary election. 
Carroll garnered 52 percent of 
the votes with 74 to Evans’ 69 
votes.

In the first months of his new 
four-year term, Carroll said 
Ferriday Drive lift station will 
be completed.

“We just had a pre-confer-
ence hearing on it, and should 
be starting in a week or two,” 
Carroll said.

His main objective is to seek 
out more grant funds to further 
improve Ridgecrest.

“The town is moving for-

DR. JOEY 
GRANGER, 

associate vice 

chancellor for 

research and 

dean of the 

SGSHS, stands 

with Dr. Kim 

Hoover after 

presenting 

her with the 

Distinguished 

Alumna of the 

Year Award.


