
INDEX
Editorials — 4A
Police — 7A
Obituaries — 6A

Classifieds — 7B
Public Notices — 5B-6B
Sports — 9A-11A

Hanna Publishing Inc.

Vol. 147 No. 30

NEWS — Krewe lists 

royal court: Page 9A

SPORTS — Hayes ‘Got Mossed’: 
Page 1B

FERRIDAYMONTEREY HOMECOMING

Please see

SQUABBLING / 12A

Please see

CAPACITY / 12A

Please see

JURY / 12A
Please see

GOALS / 12A

Covering Louisiana’s Delta Since 1876

www.concordiasentinel.com Wednesday, January 11, 2023 $1.00

CONCORDIA     SENTINELCONCORDIA     SENTINEL

Ferriday-Vidalia, La.

Vidalia’s water plant to double capacity
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Vidalia’s new water plant 

will double the town’s capacity, 

according to Doug Wimberly 

with Neel-Schaffer Engineer-

ing.

Wimberly reviewed the 

plant’s final design specifica-

tions with Town Council mem-

bers at their regular meeting 

Tuesday evening. Neel-Schaf-

fer Engineering of Jackson was 

tasked with creating the design.

The current 70-year-old plant 

produces 750 to 800 gallons 

of water per minute. When all 

components are installed, the 

new plant will be capable of 

producing approximately 2,000 

gallons per minute.

“This will give you extra ca-

pacity if you have some indus-

tries looking at you and needs 

that extra water volume,” 

Wimberly said.

A new clarifier, filter and ion 
exchange system will be in-

stalled while relocating chlo-

rine filters, according to Wim-

berly. Engineers also included 

upgraded security to the plant 

with new fencing and lockable 

gates.

“You will basically have 

a brand new plant when it is 

up and running,” Wimberly. 

“We’re also replacing major 

electric switch gears and (in-

stalling) a new generator.”

Estimated cost is $8.95 mil-

lion with construction time 

taking approximately 12 - 18 

months depending on current 

Council, 
mayor 

continue 

squabbling
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Ferriday Board of Alderman 

approved going into a contract 

with Cedric Floyd of Data 

Center Reapportionment with 

re-districting the town to meet 

state requirements.

Floyd said his company 

would charge $6,500 for re-dis-

tricting, and the plan would 

have to be sent to the Concor-

dia Parish Police Jury before 

going on to the state and then 

U.S. Census Bureau.

Aldermen Gloria Lloyd, 

Brandi Bacon and Gail Pryor 

voted for hiring Floyd, while 

Andre Keys voted against it. 

Elijah “Stepper” Banks was 

absent.

Keys wanted a proposed map 

of Floyd’s plans.

“This is something we have 

to get done, or we can’t have an 

election,” Lloyd said.

Floyd said according to the 

2020 US Census, Ferriday’s 

population is 3,189.

According to state law, each 

district has to be within 10 per-

cent of other district numbers, 

Floyd said. Ferriday is current-

ly 33.07 percent in deviation.

In District A there are 744 

people and in District B there 

are 533 people. District C has 

651 residents while District D 

has 541 and District E is com-

prised of 720 people.

LONGTIME MONTEREY basketball coach and Louisiana High School Athletic Association (LHSAA) Hall of Fame coach 

Jack Bairnsfather was the grand marshall for the first Monterey High School homecoming parade Saturday. For photos of 
the homecoming court, see Page 11A. (Photo courtesy of Ellen Upton)

Edwards, Probst 
re-elected 

to jury positions
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Collin Edwards and Adam 

Probst will serve as the Police 

Jury’s top leadership for another 

year.

Jurors agreed to renew Ed-

wards, Police Jury president, 

and Probst, Police Jury vice 

president, to another annual 

term. Edwards served his first 
term last year, replacing Juror 

Joseph Parker Sr. as president. 

The group re-elected the two ju-

rors at their Jan. 9 meeting.

Meanwhile, Police Jury mem-

bers again tabled a decision to 

spend American Rescue Plan 

Act (ARPA) money on a fly-

over to collect Concordia Parish 

images for the Tax Assessor’s 

office.
The flyover, which will cost 

approximately $116,000, will 

provide the assessor’s office 
and the public with oblique and 

3D imagines of parish prop-

erties, according to Concordia 

Parish Tax Assessor Jeannie Ar-

cher. The scheduled flyover will 
be done in February due to the 

leaves being off trees in order to 

have a clear view.

The oblique and 3D imagery 

Womack, Johnson list 2023 goals
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Sen. Glen Womack expressed concerns 

about Louisiana’s economic future, while 

Rep. C. Travis Johnson touted his ability 

to set up a viable economic infrastructure 

through commissions. 

The two lawmakers recently talked 

about their goals and aspirations for the 

upcoming year with the Concordia Senti-

nel. In odd years, lawmakers meet in the 

fiscal session. General session is in even 
years.

Womack was concerned about a possi-

ble “financial cliff” in 2025 when Loui-
siana’s temporary .45 percent sales tax 

increase rolls off and a windfall of federal 

pandemic relief funds dry up.

“We know there is coming a financial 
cliff in 2025 and 2026 when the .45 tax 

rolls off,” Womack said. “We have to plan 

ahead on that. That could bite us from a 

financial standpoint.”
To pass a balanced budget, Womack did 

not rule out cuts in state programs.

“Somewhere there is going to have to 

be a cut,” Womack said. “We don’t want 

to cut anything. I don’t have an appetite 

to cut anything, but I do have an appetite 

to maintain.”

According to Womack, planning ahead 

for the possible “financial cliff” is crucial.
“We’re going to have to plan ahead and 

look at what 2025-26 might look like,” 

Womack said. “With inflation, it is prob-

ably not going to be pretty. The inflation 
has really taken a toll across our state in 

all areas.”

During the upcoming fiscal session, 
Womack said legislators will have to care-

fully look at how to spend excess funds.

“We look to have some excess funds 

this year, so we need to invest them wise-

ly and not another program that when we 

don’t have funds we have to cut,” Wom-

ack said. “We will try to spread that mon-

ey in all the right places.”

Womack sits on the Agriculture, Forest-

ry, Aquaculture and Rural Development 

committee, Finance committee, Labor 

and Industrial Relations committee, Sen-

ate and Governmental Affairs committee 

and Atchafalaya Basin Program Over-

sight committee.

Additionally, Womack will remain on 

the Water Sector Commission, a group 

tasked with investing money in Loui-

siana’s aging water and sewer systems. 

Womack said American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) money was spent for state sys-

tems but more is needed.

“We realized the need across our state 

in the water and sewer industry has ex-

ceeded the monies we were able to put 

toward that,” Womack said.

Womack said there was a possibility 

some excess money could be invested in 

the Water Sector Commission to divvy 

out to state systems.

Johnson Womack


