
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Trinity Medical may possibly receive a turning lane in its main 

front entrance.

Board members discussed the move in their regular monthly 

meeting Monday night.

The board authorized Chairman Jim Graves to sign papers re-

garding a request through a capital outlay resolution for the turn-

ing lane. 

Board members hope this will make the entrance safer for res-

idents.

“We’ve got the emergency entrance, but we want to put in a 

turning lane to the main entrance because people go so fast on that 

highway that somebody is going to get rear-ended,” Graves said. 

“It’s not if, but when. We have had one wreck there. Plus, it’s 

across from a street going into Concordia Parish Academy.”

Trinity had to re-apply for the turning lane due to a rise in costs.

“We have been approved for the funds and are in line to get the 

money,” Graves said. “We had to re-apply because the cost has 

gone up.” Graves said the Louisiana Department of Transporta-

tion will send representatives to the Trinity to assess what needs 

to be done.

Additionally, Trinity Medical posted a net revenue of $78,135 

for the month before depreciation and interest totaling $311,190 

showed a loss of $233.55, said Trinity Medical Chief Financial 

Officer Spencer Holder.
Holder said part of that money is non-cash and the hospital will 

receive that money back.

Trinity had $2,307,443 in total revenue and total expenses of 

$2,074,388. Holder said there have been 8,835 emergency room 
visits in the fiscal year that ends in October.

Trinity Medical Board members also renewed a contract for a 

year for Concordia Parish Sheriff’s Office security services.

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Qualified individuals will now have ac-

cess to legal documents and attorneys.

Legal Help Access Points, a free legal 
information source, will be located in the 

Vidalia and Ferriday libraries, according to 

Rep. C. Travis Johnson.

Legal Help Access Point is located in a 
private booth located inside the library and 

provides community members with a con-

tinuum of options for legal help. 

Using Access Point, community members 

can access self-help resources and automat-

ed court forms and find out if they qualify 
for free legal aid.

Additionally, residents can get custom-

ized legal help and referrals through the 

Louisiana Bar Foundation and Lagniappe 

Law Lab’s Civil Legal Navigator; meet 

virtually with an attorney in a confidential 
enclosed space, and attend a virtual hearing 

with participating courts via an online court 

program.

“The program offers basic legal assistance 

such as forms for divorce, guardianship, so-
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Second hearing held for hydro surplus funds
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Ideas and suggestions were 

heard Monday night for the 

second time on how to spend 

surplus hydroelectric funds in 

Vidalia.

The second public hearing 

was held at Vidalia’s Town 

Hall where Mayor Buz Craft 
and Town Council members 

explained how projects were 

chosen for funding.

During the two public hear-

ings, projects were listed by 

Craft, Town Council members, 

and Vidalia residents for pos-

sible funding. After the public 

hearings, Town Council mem-

bers “approve the expenditures 

of surplus revenues for proj-

ects deemed to be in the best 

public interest,” according to 

the ordinance pertaining to the 

surplus hydroelectric funds.

Craft said the next step af-

ter the two public hearings 

and compiling the list was to 

obtain cost estimates for each 

project.

“Maybe we could meet with 

the aldermen together and go 

through this list and try to put 

dollars and cents to the list (of 

projects),” Craft said. “Then 

come back for another meet-

ing to say ‘This is what we are 

going to do.’ Maybe we can do 

every bit of it. I’m hoping we 

can.”

In the first meeting, Craft 
estimated Vidalia had $22 mil-

lion in surplus but cautioned 

the amount was “not an open 

PAUL HARRIGILL, from Vidalia, plays an integral part of Josh Turner’s band since 2020. (Submitted photo)

Harrigill rides ‘Long Black Train’
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

The Long Black Train is still chugging 

along.

And Vidalia native Paul Harrigill has a 
front row seat.

Harrigill has been part of Josh Turner’s 
band since 2020. Turner’s breakout and 

biggest song is “Long Black Train.”

“Long Black Train” spent more than 40 

weeks on the Billboard country charts, 

reaching a peak of No. 13 and receiving 

a gold certification. 

“That’s what a lot of the crowds come 

for,” Harrigill said. “It’s big time. Besides 
being a great song, it’s awesome because 

it has about a 30 second introduction 

Access Points to provide 
legal assistance

Concordia crops saturated 
Area farmers are concerned 

as rain totals continue to mount 

and crops stay unharvested in the 

fields.
Since last Thursday, approx-

imately 10 inches of rain have 

fallen in Concordia Parish. Up-

coming weather forecasts show 

no break for the rain. 

According to the US National 
Weather Service out of Jackson, 
Wednesday rain totals are expect-

ed to increase by as much as three 

to six inches.

“This could bring totals in some 

locations up to or exceeding a 

foot of rain for this event,” report-

ed the Weather Service.

Kylie Miller, with the LSU Ex-

tension Service in Concordia Par-
ish, said the forecast was bleak 

for local farmers.

“This could not have come at 

a worse time,” Miller said. “This 

is a terrible time for our harvest-

ing.”

The rain started in the middle 

of Concordia’s corn harvest with 

only 50 percent of the harvest 

complete.

The soybean harvest was just 

beginning for Concordia when 

the rain began falling.

According to Miller, “Beans 

have started sprouting in the 

field.”

Cotton boils were starting to 

open, leaving them susceptible to 

the moisture, and the rain has also 

been bad for the grain harvest.

US National Weather Service 
out of Jackson warns travelers of 

flooded roadways.
“Please use caution when ven-

turing outside,” the Weather Ser-
vice reported. “If you encounter 

flooded roadways, turn around 
don’t drown. Please remember 

that if you are using your wipers, 

to put your headlights on. Using 

your flashers can be dangerous 

Safety cited 
in turn lane 

consideration


