
By Marcy Thompson

marcy@franklinsun.com

The Franklin Parish Police 

Jury voted in a special-called 

meeting Monday, Oct. 24, to 

accept the bid of Durable Pil-

ing Restoration of Marksville 

to perform work on the Bobby 

Woods Road bridge.

The bid for the work totaled 

$42,277, with about $1,200 to 

go to Ken McManus Engineer-

ing to oversee the project.

After some discussion on 

whether to proceed with a work 

order only, or a work order and 

contract, the members agreed 

to add the contract as an extra 

protection.

Juror Howie Robinson said 

he was told by the company 

that if the work order was is-

sued without a contract, work 

could begin quickly, and ex-

pressed concern that time re-

quired to add a contract might 

cause a delay.

But Police Jury President 

James Harris, as well as Ken 

McManus, engineer, both ex-

pressed that a contract would 

be advisable.

“That kind of job, with that 

much traffic on it, we need to 
make somebody liable besides 

us,” Harris said.

Parish Superintendent Ste-

phen Smith asked if the con-

tract would stipulate there is a 

clause that the company would 

be liable for a specific period of 
time.

“You want some warranty 

on it?” Robinson asked, clari-

fying.

“Yes,” Smith answered.

The Police Jury voted unan-

imously to proceed with a 

contract and purchase order in 

place. 

The work is expected to be-

gin within about six days after 

the paperwork is completed.

The company has done work 

in Rapides and Union parish-

es, according to Robinson and 

Smith, and reportedly done a 

good job in those areas.

In another matter on the 

agenda for the special-called 

meeting, the Police Jury vot-

ed unanimously to rescind the 

recent hiring of Tyrone Arce-

neaux as a courthouse mainte-

nance person.

The Police Jury also agreed 

to allow Smith to attend the 

By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Early voting for the Nov. 8 Prima-

ry Election began Tuesday and will go 

through Nov. 1, according to Bonner 

Williams, Franklin Parish Registrar of 

Voters.

Early voting hours are 8:30 a.m. un-

til 6 p.m. and take place at the Franklin 

Parish Registrar of Voters Office in the 
Courthouse. There will be no voting on 

Sunday, Oct. 30. 

Fifty qualified voters cast their votes 
during the first morning of early voting, 
according to Williams.

“We’ve seen a steady pace of voters 

this morning,” Williams said, detailing 

the initial turnout number.

Williams asks for all qualified voters to 
bring proper identification.

Additionally, voters may request a mail 

ballot if they are not going to be able to 

vote during early voting and election 

day. Qualified voters can request a form 
from the Registrar of Voters or download 

a request form from www.sos.louisiana.

gov.

Qualified voters will have a full ballot 
of national, state and local candidates to 

choose from.

The race for who will fill the U.S. Sen-

ate seat currently held by Republican 

By Marcy Thompson

marcy@franklinsun.com

Members of the Louisi-

ana Legislature representing 

Franklin Parish joined Louisi-

ana Main Street Director Ray 

Scriber and Assistant Director 

Amanda Lanata on a recent 

tour of businesses in Winns-

boro’s Historic District to see 

how state awarded funds have 

impacted the area.

Taking part in the tour were 

Sen. Glen Womack and Rep. 

Neil Riser.

Winnsboro Main Street Di-

rector Sam Sheppard, who is 

also Franklin Parish Econom-

ic Development coordinator, 

along with Winnsboro Mayor 

Alice Wallace toured the down-

town areas including Prairie, 

Landis, Pine and Adams streets 

along with the state officials, 
with Sheppard pointing out 

the recent improvements made 

possible in part by the grant 

monies and new businesses.

Winnsboro Main Street, Inc., 

received a $50,000 beautifi-

cation grant through state Act 

119 funds which Sheppard said 

Womack was instrumental in 

helping the Main Street pro-

gram secure.

The local Main Street board 

decided to put $35,000 of the 

total funding towards local 

Revive grants, which had to 

be spent on improvements to 

building exteriors. 

“That kind 
of job, with 
that much 

traffic on it, 
we need 
to make 

somebody 
liable 

besides us.”

Police Jury President 

James Harris
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Arrests likely over Carroll-FPHS incident
By Joey Martin

Sun writer

Franklin Parish Sheriff Kevin 

Cobb said arrests will be made 

this week concerning an inci-

dent Thursday night at the Car-

roll-Franklin Parish football 

game in Winnsboro.

Carroll coaches were asked 

to leave the top of the home 

press box after complaints from 

Franklin Parish fans about pro-

fanity being used throughout 

the contest.

When Franklin Parish law en-

forcement officials confronted 
the coaches, and escorted them 

down the home field stands, a 
melee ensued between Carroll 

assistant coaches and Franklin 

Parish law enforcement offi-

cials. A few Franklin Parish 

fans stepped in to attempt to 

assist law enforcement.

“We’ve spent several days 

gathering information,” Cobb 

said. “We asked the coaches 

to stop using profanity. But, 

it wasn’t that simplistic. They 

were clearly engaging the fans 

and cussing out school admin-

istrators. This was creating an 

issue.”

Cobb said one Carroll coach, 

who initially refused to leave 

the top of the press box, be-

came aggressive while being 

escorted down the stands.

DALTON OLIVER, right, chief deputy for the Franklin Parish Registrar of Voters, talks with Johnnie Bankston (left) Tuesday 

morning at the Courthouse. Early voting began Tuesday and will go through Nov. 1, 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. daily except for 

Sunday. (Sun photo by Monica Huff)

Early voting continues until Nov. 1

FPPJ accepts 
bid for 

bridge repair

Legislators, state officials tour historic district
SAM SHEPPARD, Winnsboro 

Main Street director, recently 

gave a tour to local and state 

officials. Pictured from left: 
Wade Walley, Old Post Office 
Museum director/ Main Street 

business owner, Winnsboro 

Mayor Alice Wallace, Louisiana 

Main Street Director Ray Scrib-

er, Sen. Glen Womack and 

Amanda Lanata, assistant di-

rector of Louisiana Main Street. 

Not pictured but attending was 

Rep. Neil Riser. (Sun photo by 

Monica Huff)


