
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Town of Ferriday Town 

Council members unani-

mously passed its 2022-23 

budget Tuesday, but alder-

woman Gloria Lloyd ad-

dressed her concerns with 

budget items, particularly 

payroll.

The budget has the town 

at a loss of $311,100 for the 

2022-23 fiscal year.
The budget reflects an estimated total revenue of $2,873,704 

and total expenses at $3,344,804 for a loss after transfers.
The mayor’s salary is $44,000, while aldermen’s salaries 

reach a total combined amount of $32,000. Total salaries are 

$1,673,704.
Lloyd said Turner stated the budget was basically the same 

as last year, but she disagreed with that statement.

Excess of revenues over expenditures last year was $28,850.
“You are going to have to cut the payroll if we are going to 

survive the next two years,” Lloyd said.
Turner said the salary increase is because police officers 

By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Curiosity about his ancestry 

led Gage DeWitt of Vidalia to a 

major archeological dig that cap-

tured the attention of people in 

and around Kingston, New York.

“Gage was asking me about 

our family history, and I really 

didn’t know a lot except what 

my father had told me,” said 
Gage’s father, Kenneth.

“Dad’s father died before I was 

born, and he really only knew 

that our ancestors were Dutch,” 
Gage said. “He told me his dad 

was from Maine.”
That led the self-employed ap-

pliance repairman on an Indiana 

Jones-type adventure in Kings-

ton, New York to literally uncov-

er remnants of his ancestors.

DeWitt’s journey to uncover 

his ancestry began in 2012 and 

ended at the Old Dutch Church 

on Wall Street in Kingston. 

DeWitt, a descendant of one 

of Kingston’s earliest families of 

Dutch settlers, recruited a team 

to help dig up the remains of his 

oldest ancestors on American 

soil.

Three of those descendants are 

Tjerck Classer-DeWitt, Barbara 

Andriessen, and their son and 

his eighth great-uncle, Andreis 

DeWitt.

DeWitt is the eighth 

grand-nephew of Tjerck and 

Barbara Dewitt’s son, Andries 

DeWitt, who died in 1710. He 
was the eldest of 12 children.

“It took me a couple of years to 

make the connection to Kingston 
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“You are going 
to have to cut 
the payroll if 
we are going to 
survive the next 
two years.”

Gloria Lloyd
Ferriday Alderman
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Contracts awarded for Vidalia improvements
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Major contracts for Vida-

lia roadway and drainage im-

provements were awarded by 
Town Council members at their 

regular August meeting Tues-

day night.

A $756,000 bid from Camo 
Construction Company was ap-

proved for drainage improve-

ments.

The apparent low bid will 

“address flooding issues,” said 
Mayor Buz Craft.

Camo Construction improve-

ments include redoing approx-

imately 1,500 feet of drainage 
that has collapsed between 

Vidalia’s old ballparks and Oak 

Street; removing culverts on 
Viking Street and refurbishing 

many ditches to alleviate flood-

ing.

In the second contract, a 

$558,000 bid from T.L. Con-

struction LLC was the apparent 

low bidder for Vidalia’s over-
lay project.

Lee, Dotson, end of Dog-

wood, North Magnolia and 

Plum streets will be improved 
in Vidalia’s overlay project. 
Peach and Myrtle streets are 

next on the overlay list after the 
first group gets repaired.

In other action, Town Coun-

cil members approved occupa-

tional licenses to Vidalia Shell, 

Miss Lou Eye Care and Millik-

en Family Dentistry.

They also approved sign ap-

plications for Milliken Proper-

ties LLC and Hair Hut.

FY budget 
shows 

$311K loss

Wife 
to finish
Yearby’s 

term
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Maria Yearby will fill the 
Concordia Parish Police Jury 

District 2 seat left vacated by 
her late husband, Willie Doug-

las “Bill” Yearby.
Her husband passed away on 

Aug. 1 while serving his first 
term as juror. He was 72.

Police Jury members ap-

pointed Maria Yearby to the 

seat Monday night in an emo-

tional meeting. They also 

passed a “resolution of respect” 
dedicated to the well-liked jury 

member.

The resolution stated Bill 

Yearby’s term was highlighted 

by his “warm and friendly dis-

position.”
Funeral services were held 

on Aug. 6 at St. Thomas Bap-

tist Church in Levee Heights 
CONCORDIA PARISH Police Jury members Joseph Parker (pictured left) and President Col-

lin Edwards present Maria Yearby a resolution honoring her husband and former Police Jury 

member Willie Bill Yearby. (Submitted photo)

Genealogy search leads DeWitt to New York

GAGE 
DEWITT, 

left, and 

cousin 

Justin 

DeWitt, 

are helping 

exhume 

bodies 

where 

ancestors 

are buried 

in Kingston, 

NY. 

(Submitted 

photo)

Parish schools 
show slight decline 

in students
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Concordia Parish schools had a slight decrease in numbers 

this year, said Concordia Parish Superintendent Toyua Wat-

son-Bachus.

Bachus said enrollment for parish schools this year is 3,073, 
which is down about 60 students.

There are three new principal positions being filled in the 
parish.

Shannon Doughty is the new principal at Ferriday High.

Elsa Carter is the principal at Ferriday Junior High.

A new principal will be named at Monterey High on August 

22. Dena Hale announced her retirement last month.

Monterey assistant principal Melissa Doughty is being as-

sisted by Ann Sandidge, who agreed to return after retiring 

from the school system in 2014 and will assist until a new 
principal is named.
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