
By Joe Curtis 
Sentinel writer

When juveniles walk into various conve-

nience stores in Concordia Parish they are met 

by glass cabinets whose contents entice them 

to purchase a smorgasbord of vibrant, shiny 

packages. The packages promise long-lasting 

energy and good times, but opponents claim 

the reality is much more sinister.

Christ Hope Center Board of Directors met 

March 2 to inform and develop ways to fight 
the wave of legal substances being sold at local 

stores that could possible harm shoppers.

Leading the move was Concordia Parish 

Coroner Dr. Dennis LaRavia who called the 

substances detrimental to users.

“The vape products are very, very dangerous,” 

LaRavia said. “Anybody can walk in there and 

buy them because it is not against the law.”

INDEX
Editorials — 4A
Police — 7A
Obituaries — 6A

Classifieds — 7B
Public Notices — 5B-6B
Sports — 1B

Hanna Publishing Inc.

Vol. 147 No. 38

NEWS — Day for Watson set: 
Page 3A.

SPORTS — Cooley eyes April for 
new Viking coach: Page 1B

CRUISING FOR A CURE

Please see CORN / 12A

Please see NOISE / 12APlease see INFORM / 12A

FERRIDAY

Covering Louisiana’s Delta Since 1876

www.concordiasentinel.com Wednesday, March 8, 2023 $1.00

CONCORDIA     SENTINELCONCORDIA     SENTINEL

Ferriday-Vidalia, La.

Jena CPA firm quits business with town
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

The Vercher Group of Jena 

is assisting the Town of Ferri-

day in finding a new CPA after 
representative David Vercher 

said his group could no longer 

work with the town.

“David said his group could 

no longer get done what the 

board was asking them to do 

because of time limits,” said 

Ferriday Mayor Rydell Turn-

er. “They are getting us more 

recommendations. They said it 

was just impossible to do what 

the board was requesting in a 

short amount of time. We’re 

looking for someone we can 

send a letter of engagement to 

be in compliance.”

Town Council members 

have requested numerous doc-

uments pertaining to Ferriday 

finances.
David Vercher has been to 

two town meetings this year 

and presented the annual audit 

to the Ferriday Town Council 

in January.

According to the audit, Fer-

riday has a total net position of 

$3,515,063 in general funds, 

which is a decrease of 5.2 per-

cent from last year.

Ferriday has cash and invest-

ment assets of $217,574, down 

16.9 percent from last year.

Vercher said the town had 

$9,857,521 invested in capi-

tal assets, including buildings, 

sewer system, machinery and 

equipment. That is a $259,137 

decrease from last year.

The audit had five findings, 
including numerous old out-

standing checks and deposits 

in both enterprise and govern-

mental funds; not remitting 

safe drinking water fee pay-

ments from 2002-2012; not fil-
ing timely financial statements 
with the Legislative Auditor 

on a timely basis; unfavorable 

revenue variance of $149,127 

or 5.6 percent and an unfavor-

able expenditure variance of 

$141,917 or 5.4 percent for 

the year ending June 2, 2021; 

and not amending its budget, 

therefore violating the Budget 

Act.

The Vercher Group was un-

available for comment at press 

time.

THE SUNNY, beautiful weather drew 1,000’s to the annual Cruising For A Cure Relay For Life Open Car Show on March 4. The car show was held at the 
Vidalia Riverfront with approximately $5,000 going to Relay For Life and featured 142 vehicles. See more car show pictures on Page 2A. (Sentinel photo 
by Joe Curtis)

Former
CPSO

deputies
bond 
out

By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Former Concordia Parish dep-

uties John William Cowan and 

Tony Godbold both bonded out 

after being charged by the Attor-

ney General’s Office with crimes 
against juveniles.

Louisiana Seventh Judicial 

District Judge John Reeves 

granted bond last week to Cow-

an, 45, who was charged with 

three counts of indecent behav-

ior with juveniles, one count of 

carnal knowledge of a juvenile 

and one count of obstructing jus-

tice by intimidating a witness.

Godbold, 35, was charged with 

three counts of indecent behav-

ior with juveniles and two counts 

of felony carnal knowledge of a 

juvenile.  

Godbold also faces charges 

from his earlier arrest in Octo-

ber for malfeasance in office; 
introducing contraband into a 

jail; and possession of schedule 

I, schedule II and schedule III 

drugs with intent to distribute.  

Cowan bonded out on a 

$65,000 bond, while God-

bold bonded out this week on a 

$60,000 bond.

Cowan, was a deputy of Con-

cordia, LaSalle and Rapides par-

ishes.  

Godbold, who was also previ-

ously employed by CPSO, was 

released from those duties last 

fall after he allegedly brought 

contraband into the jail.  

Concordia Parish Sheriff’s Of-

fice (CPSO) was approached and 
discovered evidence of the men 

having sexual relations with ju-

veniles around the age of 15. 

CPSO later turned over the 

investigation to the Attorney 

General’s Office because both 
men were formerly employed by 

CPSO as deputies.  

Fair weather attributed to early corn planting
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Corn planting is wrapping up ear-

lier than normal in Concordia Parish 

thanks to recent dry weather, accord-

ing to Kylie Miller, LSU Extension 

agent.

“Weather has been really good for 

planting,” Miller said. “Everybody has 

been able to get back in the fields and 
start planting.”

Along with corn planting, local 

farmers have begun planting soybeans, 

a crop that was hit hard last season.

Last August rains dumped 15 to 20 

inches, causing delays in the grain har-

vest. Due to the delayed harvest, soy-

bean and milo crops sprouted or rotted 

in the fields.
The rains did not affect the corn crop 

due to it being harvested earlier.

“Corn made it out before the rains, 

and we were able to get it out without 

much damage,” Miller said. “It was 

about average.”

But, Concordia Parish’s major crop, 

soybeans, were hit hard with some es-

timating 15-20 percent of the grains 

damaged. 

Group hopes to inform public 
on dangers of substance abuse

LWF commissioners 
fail to set noise limit

By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

A proposal that would ensure motorboats were properly 

muffled on publicly navigable waterways died for a lack of 
a second at the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commis-

sion (LWFC) meeting March 3.
Commissioner Joe McPherson made the motion that was 

not seconded. The proposed rule stated, “Any motorboat 

operated upon publicly navigable waterways of the state 


