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Help is near for Vidalia JH teachers
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Vidalia Junior High teachers 

will receive more stipend mon-

ey after the school was vandal-

ized on June 25, causing more 

than $200,000 worth of dam-

age, according to Concordia 

Parish schools Superintendent 

Toyua Watson. 

“We are making sure that 

teachers have all they need at 

the start of school,” said Wat-

son.

Concordia Parish schools be-

gin classes August 4.

“We were actually in the 

process of replacing some of 

the technology because it was 

becoming outdated,” Watson 

said. “This just has expedited 

that.”

Three juveniles and their 

parents were issued July court 

summons in connection to the 

vandalism

According to Vidalia Police 

Chief Joey Merrill, three ju-

veniles vandalized the junior 

high on two different occasions 

during the day on June 26. A 

school worker discovered the 

damage and through the build-

ing’s video surveillance, the 

juveniles were soon identified.
During an emergency School 

Board meeting two days after 

the vandalism, School Board 

members developed a list of nu-

merous items damaged during 

the break-in. Some items listed 

were computers, projectors, 

printers, smart boards and cam-

eras. The list is likely to grow 

CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE

FOURTH OF JULY revelers enjoy 

the firework display during Con-

cordia Lake’s Liberty Loop, above 
photo. The annual event, bolstered 
by clear skies and warm weather, 
drew hundreds to the local lake.
FIREWORKS BROUGHT Lake St. 
John’s Blessing of the Flotilla to a 
climax Monday night. Boats filled 
the lake and onlookers gathered 
on piers to watch the marvelous, 
patriotic display. Firework displays 
brighten Concordia Parish’s night 
with shows also happening on 
Black River Lake, Mississippi River 
and Concordia Lake. (Photo 
courtesy of Leo Honeycutt)

Clayton 
receives 

$1.16M grant
By Joe Curtis
Sentinel writer

Clayton sewer system im-

provements are forthcoming.

Mayor Wilbert Washington 

announced the village is the 

recipient of a $1.16 million 

Louisiana Community Devel-

opment Block grant. Washing-

ton made the announcement 

in Monday’s regular aldermen 

meeting.

The old, dilapidated sewer 

system is in need of major re-

furbishing, and the grant funds 

will be a major boost for much 

needed repairs. 

Washington credited the 

award to “a lot of work” and 

proclaimed the repairs “just a 

start.”

With two years left in his 

term and no desire to run again, 

Washington said, “we have a 

lot of work to do on this town” 

in his final two years.
“I want the sewer and the 

water done in two years at the 

end of the term,” Washington 

said.

In other action, aldermen 

unanimously passed Clayton’s 

fiscal year budget Tuesday 
night.

The budget showed a 

$24,335 excess of revenues 

over expenditures.

Clayton forecasted a total 

of $157,005 of revenues and 

$207,670 of expenditures. In 

order to balance its budget, 

Clayton will use transferred 

loan proceeds of $75,000.

Bolstering the budget was 

$60,000 in revenues from gar-

bage followed by $50,000 in 

grant income. 

Clayton also forecasted re-

ceiving $20,000 from fines and 
DWI, according to the budget. 

Franchise tax made up 

$12,500 in revenues while the 

village estimated $10,000 will 

be collected in ad valorem tax-

es.

Salaries were Clayton’s larg-

est expense at $60,000 which 

does not include the mayor’s or 

aldermen’s. The mayor’s sal-

ary was budgeted at $12,000, 

and aldermen’s salaries totaled 

$11,500.

Another large expense, ac-

cording to the budget, was 

its garbage contract totaling 

$50,000 and grant expendi-

tures of $25,000.

Additionally, aldermen ap-

proved the Concordia Sentinel 

as its official journal for the fis-

cal year.

Brothers escorted to final resting place
By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Fire trucks from Vidalia Fire 

Department and Fire District 

No. 2 escorted two hearses car-

rying brothers killed in a Tex-

as crash while returning home 

from fighting a wildfire.
The hearses were enroute to 

Bougere Baptist Church Friday 

for their burial.

Jonathan Coco, 25, and 
BROTHERS Jonathan Coco and Hunter Coco were 
laid to rest at Bougere Baptist Church south of Vidalia. 
The Cocos were volunteer firefighters and were killed 
in a vehicle accident retutning home from a fire.

Search for Monterey 
principal continues

By Joey Martin
Sentinel writer

Concordia Parish Superintendent Toyua Watson said she has 

received several inquiries into the Monterey High principal job.

Monterey High principal Dena Hale retired from the position 

to take the job of headmaster at Tensas Academy.

“We’re hoping to name a principal by the end of the month,” 

Watson said. “We have begun to advertise for the position and 

people are calling every day.

According to Watson, the Monterey position will be filled be-

fore school and there is no need in naming an interim principal.
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