
By Joe Curtis
joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Redrawing Winnsboro’s Town 
Council district will begin possibly 
next week in preparation for upcom-
ing election qualifying Jan. 26 through 
Jan. 28.

Cedric Floyd, president of Data 
Center, reviewed 2020 US Census in-
formation and spoke to Town Council 
members about the urgency of redis-
tricting at their Oct. 18 regular meet-
ing. Primary election for Town Coun-
cil positions is March 26.

“We have some work to do, and I 
intend to meet with each of you in-
dividually or small groups to get a 
consistency to where the lines need to 
be,” Floyd said. “We are going to get 
this done before Christmas, so we can 
have timely elections.”

Floyd has performed the last two re-
districting pushes in Winnsboro.

�,�Q�� �K�L�V�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �I�R�X�U���R�X�W���R�I�� �À�Y�H��
Winnsboro districts were out of the 10 
percent deviation required by federal 
law. District populations are not to be 
more or less than 10 percent.

Louisiana law provides a manda-
�W�R�U�\�� �V�L�[�� �P�R�Q�W�K�� �W�L�P�H�I�U�D�P�H�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �R�I�À-

cial census release for all parish and 
city governing authorities to examine 
the apportionment plan of its body, 
according to the Secretary of State. 
During the six month period, the 
governing authority will determine if 

there exist any substantial variation in 
representation of election districts and 
then adopt an ordinance to either de-
clare its apportionment to be equitable 
or provide a new apportionment plan.

Floyd took 2020 census population 

�R�I�� �:�L�Q�Q�V�E�R�U�R���� �G�L�Y�L�G�H�G�� �L�W�� �E�\�� �À�Y�H�� ���W�K�H��
number of districts) and looked at the 
population of each district. The dis-
trict with the smallest population and 
the district with the largest population 
can not have a 10 percent deviation.

According to Floyd, councilmen 
district boundaries also must have 
physical features such as highways, 
rivers or landmarks. Each district 

By Joe Curtis
joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Winnsboro Town Council ap-
proved a water revenue bond reso-
lution Monday worth approximate-
ly $715,000 to fund improvements 
to its water system.

According to the resolution, 
funds would come from USDA Ru-
�U�D�O���8�W�L�O�L�W�\���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����5�8�6�����O�R�D�Q���J�U�D�Q�W��
and not exceed three percent inter-
est rate for more than 40 years.

RUS provides loans, grants and 
loan guarantees for drinking wa-

ter, sanitary sewer, solid waste and 
storm drainage facilities in rural 
communities of 10,000 or less.

“This resolution is a requirement 
to do the bond sale in order to se-
cure the loan,” said Heath McGuf-
fee, from Meyer, Meyer, LaCroix 
and Hixson of Alexandria.

�0�R�Q�H�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���O�R�D�Q���J�U�D�Q�W���Z�R�X�O�G��
repaint Winnsboro’s two elevated 
water tanks and repair various wa-
ter system items, according to Mc-
Guffee.

Municipal revenue bonds are sold 
by local and state governments to 

help fund public projects or munici-
pal government operations. Interest 
payments are usually exempt from 
federal income taxes, and may be 
exempt from state income taxes if 
the bond issuer is located in the in-
vestor’s home state.

Water revenue bonds are issued 
�W�R�� �À�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �L�P-
provement of water utility facili-
ties. Revenues to meet debt service 
are derived from various rates and 
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Winnsboro OKs $715k water revenue bond
WINNSBORO 
MAYOR John 
Dumas, left, 
explains an item 
on the agenda 
to Town Council 
members Keith 
Berry and Ty-
rone Coleman 
before Mon-
�G�D�\�·�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J����
(Sun photo by 
Joe Curtis)
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council 
crunch 

numbers

Son appointed to father’s 
Police Jury seat �$�O�G�H�U�P�H�Q���¿�O�O���Y�D�F�D�Q�W���V�H�D�W

By Joe Curtis
joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Howie Robinson, son of the 
late Rawhide Robinson, was cho-
sen to take his father’s place as a 
Franklin Parish Police Jury mem-
ber.

Police Jury members picked 
Howie Robinson Oct. 14 at their 
regular meeting. He will now 
have to be sworn in at the Clerk 
�R�I���&�R�X�U�W�·�V���R�I�À�F�H���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���D�S-
�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O��
�À�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�D�W�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �D�Q�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �F�D�Q��
be held.

Rawhide Robinson died after a 
lengthy illness earlier this month 

after serving 11 years on the Jury.
In other action, Police Jury 

members tabled a decision on 
how to spend American Rescue 
�3�O�D�Q�� �$�F�W�� ���$�5�3�$���� �I�X�Q�G�V���� �(�D�U�O�L�H�U��
this year, the Police Jury received 
$1.9 million and is expected to re-
ceive another allotment next year.

Before tabling spending deci-
sions, Police Jury members heard 
from Jimbo Donnell with Ru-
ral Wireless Networks. Donnell 
pitched his idea for a portion of 
ARPA funds to be spent with his 
company on local broadband ex-
pansion.

According to federal regula-
tions, ARPA funds must be used 

for water and sewer system im-
provements or broadband expan-
sion.

“We have been doing this for 
four years, trying to put this 
through the air,” Donnell said. 
“It’s working somewhat, but we 
been having a little problems. 
We’re experiencing some prob-
�O�H�P�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�U�H�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �O�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� ���W�K�H��
signal) get through them. To start 
serving the parish better, we have 
�W�R���K�D�Y�H���À�E�H�U���µ

Donnell has partnered with 
Joshua and Caleb Etheridge of 

�%�D�U�E�D�U�D���(�]�H�O�O���Z�L�O�O���À�O�O���W�K�H���Y�D�F�D�Q�F�\���O�H�I�W���E�\��
Gilbert Alderwoman Christine Ezell.

Christine Ezell resigned from her alder-
man’s position after a lengthy illness. Al-
dermen appointed Barbara Ezell at their 
Oct. 14 regular meeting.

�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�Q�H���(�]�H�O�O���Z�D�V���À�U�V�W���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���D�Q���D�O-
derman in Lewis Ezell’s place. Lewis Ezell 
is her late husband. She went on to win two 
more terms.

“She was a great asset to Gilbert,” said 
Mayor Mike Stephens. “She was great to 
work with and was like a grandmother to ev-
erybody. We understand there comes a time 
that you have to make a decision, and she 
made it herself. She is a fantastic woman.”

Barbara Ezell is the wife of late Gilbert 
Chief of Police Wesley Ezell. He passed 
away May 23, 2020 and served as Chief of 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���I�R�U���À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��

�%�D�U�E�D�U�D�� �(�]�H�O�O�� �Z�L�O�O�� �À�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�D�W�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �D�Q��
election can be held.

Meanwhile, alderman accepted the low 
bid of $33,000 from WillyGoat Toys & 
Playgrounds.

Alderman and Stephens have been dis-
cussing plans for a new park located near 
Gilbert Town Hall for several months. In 
their Aug. 31 meeting, Aldermen agreed to 
�F�D�V�K���L�Q���D���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H���R�I���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�����&�'�����D�W���:�6�%��
worth approximately $30,000.

With guidance also from Gilbert resident 
Heather Carroll, Town Council members 
chose playground equipment to be featured 
at the municipal park in their August meet-
ing.

They chose equipment featuring a over-
head climber, stepping pods, window panel, 


