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West Monroe City Marshal William Guyton says his office 
would have avoided an audit finding last year if not for the 
high cost of the audit, though Mayor 
Staci Mitchell challenged that claim.

As previously reported by The 
Ouachita Citizen, auditors inspect-
ing the City Marshal’s finances for the 
2021-2022 fiscal year reported a find-
ing for noncompliance with state law. 
Specifically, the City Marshal’s office 
used funds dedicated for training and 
equipment to pay for routine office ex-
penditures.

In an interview with The Ouachita 
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Roads and other public 
infrastructure in West Mon-
roe are expected to undergo 
$7 million in improvements 
thanks to an injection of 
federal funds.

West Monroe Mayor Sta-
ci Mitchell shared the good 

news with the West Monroe 
Board of Aldermen during 
the board’s regular meeting 
Tuesday.

According to Mitchell, the 
city applied in 2022 for $5 
million in appropriations 
through U.S. Rep. Julia Let-
low and another $2 million 
through U.S. Sen. Bill Cas-
sidy.

“I’m happy to be able to 
tell you that we will be re-
ceiving that money,” Mitch-
ell said. “That’s $7 million 
that’s working on compo-
nents of the RAISE grant 
project.”

The city plans to apply 
in February for a federal 
RAISE grant for up to $20 
million. If awarded, the city 

plans to use any RAISE 
grant money  to rebuild 
roadways, build bike paths, 
bury utilities, improve 
drainage and redesign pe-
destrian connectivity. In 
connection with the series 
of projects, the city is plan-
ning a “mid-city connector,” 
or the construction of a sys-
tem of sidewalks connect-

ing Kiroli Park and Lazarre 
Park via Trenton Street. The 
project also dovetails with 
city officials’ plans to revi-
talize the downtown area. 

In preparation for the 
larger projects, the city 
plans to complete several 
smaller “component” proj-
ects.

“I’m very excited,” Mitch-

ell said. “This is something 
we’ve been working on since 
not long after I came in of-
fice.”

On another front, the 
Board of Aldermen ap-
proved a change order of 
$58,406 to Lincoln Builders 
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A retired judge presiding over Mon-
roe businessman Stanley Palowsky 
III’s ongoing lawsuit against Fourth 
Judicial District Court officials ig-
nored 150 pages of testimony from 
another judge to protect three district 
court judges who were liable for civil 
damages.

That was the thrust of Palowsky’s 
original brief, filed Jan. 12 with the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal in Gret-
na. 

In a 2015 lawsuit, Palowsky ac-

cused law clerk Allyson Campbell of 
destroying or concealing documents 
his attorneys filed in a separate rack-
eteering case against his former busi-
ness partner, Brandon Cork: Stan-
ley R. Palowsky III and others v. W. 
Brandon Cork and others. Palowsky 
also claimed that Fourth Judicial 
District Court judges Fred Amman, 
Wilson Rambo, Carl Sharp, Stephens 
Winters and Ben Jones conspired to 
conceal Campbell’s activities in the 
Cork case and at the courthouse. 

Amman, Jones and Sharp have 
since retired from the court. Jones 
also served as the court administra-

tor until the end of last year, at which 
time he retired.

Last week, Palowsky’s brief called 
for the Fifth Circuit to overturn re-
tired Judge Jerome Barbera’s deci-
sion in August that Palowsky could 
sue Campbell, Rambo and Sharp for 
damages, but not Amman, Jones, or 
Winters.

Palowsky is seeking the Fifth Cir-
cuit’s go-ahead to proceed with his 
lawsuit against Campbell and all 
five defendant judges—Stanley R. 
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The Ouachita Parish 
School Board voted Tuesday 
to spend $1.2 million for 
security access points at six 
schools in the parish.

A security access point 
requires verification of a 
person’s identity before al-
lowing entry to the school 
facility.

The project is expected to 
be paid for through the West 
Side Tax fund and will install 
wireless security at High-
land Elementary School in 
West Monroe, Calhoun El-
ementary School, Calhoun 
Middle School, West Ridge 
Middle School in West 
Monroe, Woodlawn Junior 
High School in West Mon-
roe and Good Hope Middle 

School in West Monroe.
“These are the security ac-

cess points, the main traps 
that will be installed there, 
so we’re seeking permission 
to put these six locations for 
bid,” said Waylon McCor-
mick, the school system’s 
purchasing agent.

The School Board unan-
imously voted to advertise 
the project for bids.

Meanwhile, School Board 
members also took the oath 
of office during the board’s 
regular meeting on Tuesday. 
The School Board members 
sworn in Tuesday were all 
incumbents, except Mi-
chael Batey who now rep-
resents District C in western 
Ouachita Parish.

Scotty Waggoner pre-
viously represented that 
district but did not seek 
re-election last year. All oth-
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Mayor disputes 
claim about 

misspent funds
‘Delighted in shredding’ claim hounds clerk

Board to spend 
$1.2M on security

LOUISIANA RIGHT to Life held one of its five annual marches last weekend in Monroe and West Monroe. About 400 people 
participated in the march and heard from local legislators including state Rep. Pat Moore and state Sen. Katrina Jackson.  
For article and additional photos, see Page 15A. (Citizen photos by Loryn Kykendall)
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