
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Resolutions calling for Lou-

isiana Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries (LDWF) to per-

form further research before 

enacting a supplemental feed-

ing and deer carcass exporting 

ban were recently passed by 

state and local governments.

Resolutions came after Lou-

isiana Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission (LWFC) passed a 

notice of intent (NOI) in April 

that would ban the feed and 

carcass export in Franklin, Ten-

sas and Madison parishes.

According to LDWF offi-

cials, the ban was to hamper 

the spread of Chronic Wasting 

Disease (CWD) in Louisiana’s 

deer population. Last year, an 

adult buck was harvested in 

east Tensas Parish affected by 

CWD, prompting the NOI.

During a LDWF May 28 in-

formative meeting in Winns-

boro, ban opponents said the 

group “overreached” and 

should perform additional re-

search and sampling of the lo-

cal deer herd before a ban was 

enacted.

On Monday, Louisiana 

House of Representatives fol-

lowed a Senate resolution 

echoing many of the residents 

calling LWDF “to develop pro-

By Marcy Thompson

marcy@franklinsun.com

The month of June is designated as Elder Abuse 

Awareness Month, and Gov. John Bel Edwards has 

declared June 15 as Elder Abuse Awareness Day in 

conjunction with the world-wide observance.

The Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs (GOEA) 
and the Elderly Protective Services Program will mark 

Elder Abuse Awareness Day with programs to inform 

the public on how to spot and report abuse, neglect and 

exploitation of elders.

Index
Editorial ........................ 4A

Community .................. 8A

Sports ......................... 12A

Obituaries  .................... 6A

Classifieds ................. 14A
Public Notices ........... 15A

Volume 166

Number 34
Hanna Publishing Co., Inc.

50 YEARS OF SERVICEPOLICE JURY

See HUFF 

Page 16A

See LDWF 

Page 13A

Wednesday, June 8, 2022 Winnsboro, Louisiana

SINCE 1856

www.franklinsun.com

See FPSO Page 13ASee SUPERINTENDENT Page 16A

See CARTS Page 16A

Resolutions oppose LDWF ban

Huff marks 50 years with Sun
By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Through the lens of a camera 

Monica Huff has covered many 

accomplishments and tragedies 

in Franklin Parish. 

On June 21, Huff will cele-

brate 50 years at The Franklin 

Sun, working many of those 

years as a photographer, page 

designer and advertising rep-

resentative. Louisiana Press 

Association will recognize her 

efforts with a plaque commem-

orating her time spent at the pa-

per doing what she loves.

Lesley Hanna Capdepon, gen-

eral manager for Hanna Publi-

cations, said Huff wears many 

hats for The Sun.

“Monica is like the utility 

player on a baseball team, she 

can do it all and loves whatev-

er she’s doing,” Capdepon said. 

“By far, photography is her 

true love, and it shows in her 

award-winning photographs.”

Capdepon added, “In a com-

munity newspaper you learn to 

do it all, Monica did that and 

more with a smile on her face.”

Sam Hanna Jr. said Huff was 

irreplaceable.

“It will be impossible to re-

place Monica Huff at The 

Franklin Sun,” Hanna said. 

“She has been a mainstay at the 

paper since I was three years 

old.”

In June 1971, Huff just com-

pleted a broadcast announcing 

class at Northeast Louisiana Vo-

cational School when Ray Scott, 

former Franklin Sun advertising 

salesman, asked her about her 

typing ability.

“Yes sir, I passed typing in 

school.” Huff told Scott. “The 

Committee 
discusses ways 

to conserve, 
purchase carts

Superintendent 
leads from front

By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Police Jury committee members discussed ways to con-

serve and purchase garbage carts and not wreck the budget 

as the parish’s trash canister inventory dwindles.

The cart discussion took place at public works, finance 
and purchasing committee meetings Monday morning.

The last truck load of 580 garbage carts were ordered 

in January, but requests for new cans have been frequent, 

cutting into inventory numbers.

On average, three to five new carts a week are request-
ed due to previous ones being stolen, according to Steven 

Smith, parish road superintendent. Other carts were dam-

aged due to being run over.

“We have salvaged the ones that could have been sal-

vaged,” Smith said.  “We are at a point where we are going 

to have to order some more trash cans.”

A truck load of carts costs approximately $34,000, ac-

cording to the Police Jury’s last order. With only $30,000 

in its garbage fund, Police Jury members have to amend 

the budget. The carts are cheaper when ordering a full load, 

according to Police Jury administration.

Parish-wide garbage collecting, which includes carts, is 

financed by a five-year 1/2 cent sales tax.
“This garbage can thing has been a pet peeve of mine,” 

said Police Jury member Gary Peters. “The committee 

needs to sit down and figure something out because what 
we are doing is apparently not working. Repairing helps a 

little, but we got some abuse. At least 50 percent of what 

By Joe Curtis

joecurtis@franklinsun.com

Six weeks into his tenure as Franklin Parish Police Ju-

ry’s road superintendent, Stephen Smith knows support 

from a good team will be the key to his success.

Police Jury members hired Smith in late April to take 

over the position to head the parish’s public works de-

partment. Smith has a long work history of construction, 

dealing with different government agencies and manag-

ing crews.

But, the Franklin Parish native, is quick to give credit 

to the men who work for him.

“Leading is difficult when you don’t do it from the 
front,” Smith said. “I’ve created an open door environ-

ment, and I’ve preached to the men: ‘Today is a new day. 

Whatever happened before doesn’t matter with the ex-

ception of the citizenry. Internally, whatever happened 

yesterday does not matter.’”

Public works management team is Jimmy Spears Jr., 

road and bridges foreman; Deshay Erskin, drainage fore-

man; John Nester, shop foreman; and Robert Gladen, 

purchasing agent.

Currently, Smith is working on increasing organization 

and improving staff morale “which increases proficien-

MONICA HUFF, 

longtime employee 

of The Franklin Sun, 

will soon be 

recognized for her 

50 years of service 

by the Louisiana 

Press Association.

GILBERT FARMERS Market (pictured above) opened last Saturday pro-

viding a selection of fresh produce and homemade treats to visitors. The 

market is located in the pavilion at the old Dixie Youth ballpark and is 

open each Saturday morning through harvest season. (Sun photo by Joe 

Curtis)

FPSO program 
aims to keep 
elderly safe


