
TOWN OF WINNSBORO
PUBLIC NOTICE
June 2, 2023
In accordance with Act 504 of the Louisiana Legislature, notice is hereby given 

that a Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, June 20, 2023, at the Jack Hammons 
Community Center, 810 Adams Street, Winnsboro, Louisiana, at a regular scheduled 
meeting of the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Winnsboro, at 5:30 PM for the 
purpose of inspection and comments of the general budget of the Town of Winns-
boro, Louisiana, for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2024.  
The proposed budget is as follows:

			    Revenue	  	 Expenditures
General Fund		   $3,754,985.84 	 $3,750,817.40
Special Revenue Fund	  $3,988,717.32  	 $3,021,713.54
Utility System Fund	  	 $1,786,749.17 	 $1,702,491.85
Copies of the proposed budget are available at the Town Hall, 3814 Front St., 

Winnsboro, LA  71295, and the Town Clerk’s Office, 3826 Front St., Winnsboro, LA  
71295 for public inspection

All citizens are invited to attend all meetings to make known their thoughts and 
concerns in regards to all matters up for discussion.

Alice Wallace, Mayor
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TOWN OF WINNSBORO
PUBLIC NOTICE
June 2, 2023
Notice is hereby given that the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen of the Town of 

Winnsboro will consider the adoption of the following ordinances bearing the title:
• Adoption of Ordinance No. 1051: Amended Budget for FY 2022/2023
• Adoption of Ordinance No. 1052: Proposed Budget for FY 2023/2024
This public hearing will be held before a regular scheduled meeting on Tuesday, 

June 20, 2023 at 5:30 P.M. at the Jack Hammons Community Center, 810 Adams 
Street, Winnsboro, Louisiana.

All citizens are invited and strongly encouraged to attend all public meetings to 
make known their thoughts and concerns.

For more information, contact Mayor Alice Wallace or Town Clerk Julia Jackson 
at (318) 435-9087.

Julia Jackson, Town Clerk
Alice Wallace, Mayor
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NOTICE
The Franklin Parish School Board is now accepting sealed bids for the hunting 

land lease     located on Hwy. 135, Newt Williams Road in Liddieville, Sec. 16, 
T13N, R6E, containing approx. 160 acres known as “Liddieville Cut”.  This hunting/
recreational lease is for a three-year period only.  This lease will become effective 
July 1, 2023 and run through June 30, 2026.  The Franklin Parish School Board is 
putting a $10.00 per acre minimum on this land lease bid.  You can pick up a bid 
information letter at the school board office, Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.  Sealed bids must be received by 1:00 p.m. June 21, 2023 at the Franklin Parish 
School Board, 7293 Prairie Road, Winnsboro, LA.  Bids will be opened at 1:30 p.m. 
June 21, 2023 at the School Board Office.  Bids must be sealed and clearly marked 
“SEALED BID, Liddieville Cut”, if you have any questions, please contact Nan Lee 
at (318) 435-9046.

The Franklin Parish School Board reserves the right to accept or reject any and 
or all bids.
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ADVERTISMENT FOR BIDS 06.14.23
FRANKLIN PARISH SCHOOL BOARD (herein referred to as the “Owner”)
Sealed bids marked “Sealed Bid” will be received by the owner for the construc-

tion of the project described as follows:
FRANKLIN PARISH SCHOOL BOARD FOOTBALL PRESS BOX
PROJECT NO. 22138
Sealed bids shall be addressed to the Franklin Parish School Board and delivered 

to Franklin Parish School Board at 7293 Prairie Rd, Winnsboro, LA 71295 no later 
than 2:00 pm, Tuesday, July 11, 2023. Proposals shall be designated as “Sealed Bid” 
FRANKLIN PARISH SCHOOL BOARD PRESS BOX. All bids must be submitted 
on the proper form. The contractor must display his contractor’s license number 
prominently on the outside of the envelope. Any bids received after the specified 
time and date will not be considered. The sealed bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud on July 11, 2023, at 2:00 pm, at the Franklin Parish School Board.

Each bona fide bidder must be registered with the Engineer and obtain Bid Doc-
uments from the Engineer in order to submit a bid. The Bidding documents must be 
obtained from the representative of PDG Engineering. An electronic copy of the bid 
documents will be sent to the email address provided by the bidder.

In accordance with RS 38:2212 (3) (b) plans and specifications shall be available 
to bidders until twenty- four hours before bid opening date. The Owner reserves the 
right to waive any informalities except the waiver of: 1) the signing of the bid; 2) the 
execution of the certificate of corporate principal and surety;

3) the acknowledgement of any addenda issued; 4) the execution of the bid bond, 
which always must accompany the bid in the correct amount; and 5) the requirement 
of a corporate resolution, if someone other than a corporate officer signs for the Bid-
der/Contractor. The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

Each bidder must deposit with his/her bid, security in the amount, form, and 
subject to the conditions provided in the Information for Bidders. Sureties used for 
obtaining bonds must appear as acceptable on the U.S. Department of Treasury Cir-
cular 570.

No bidder may withdraw his/her bid within forty-five (45) days after the actual 
date of the opening thereof. The Bid will remain subject to acceptance for forty-five 
(45) days after the Bid opening, or for such longer period of time that Bidder may 
agree to in writing upon request of Owner.

The Contractor shall begin mobilization and procurement of materials within ten 
(10) working days of the receipt of the Notice to Proceed.

The successful bidder will be required to execute the Owner’s Standard Form of 
Agreement/Contract for construction together with the Performance and Payment 
Bonds within ten (10) working days after issuance of the Notice of Award. Sureties 
used for obtaining bonds must appear as acceptable on the

U.S Department of Treasury Circular 570.
All awarded contractors will be required to attend a monthly meeting, with man-

datory attendance from the Project Engineer, Resident Inspector and Contractor, or 
their authorized representatives, at the beginning of the month to review quantities 
for pay estimates, process change orders, review work performed during month and 
to discuss any problems which may have arisen.

Please notify the Franklin Parish School Board (318) 435-9046 seven (7) days 
in advance of the scheduled bid opening if special accommodation specified under 
ADA is required.

Chad Parks, PE
PDG Engineering, LLC

6/14

Franklin Parish Police Jury
Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Franklin Parish 

Police Jury on July 17, 2023, beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the Franklin Parish Police 
Jury Meeting Room located in the Franklin Parish Courthouse at 6558 Main Street 
Winnsboro, LA 71295, for the topics.

• For the consideration of adopting Hibbs Lane into the parish road system, mak-
ing it a public road.

• Amendment to Ordinance 3477, removing Precinct 6A.
• Amendment to Ordinance 3377 including taxes for short term rentals including 

Airbnb.
The jury will at the said time and place hear all comments in support of such 

matters or any objections thereto.  Comments submitted in writing must be received 
before 4:00 p.m. on the date of the above hearings and be addressed to the address 
listed above.  

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you will require special 
assistance, please provide advance notice to the Franklin Parish Police Jury Office 
(318-435-9429).
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NOTICE
Board of Commissioners
Franklin Parish Hospital 
Service District No. 1, d/b/a
Franklin Medical Center
March 23 2023 at 12:00 pm in the Hospital Conference Room
In-Person: Paul Price, Jr.; Chairman, Jesse Young, Jan Hicks and Nick Poulos
Absent: Greg Kincaid, Vice Chairman, 
Others In-Person: Blake Kramer, Administrator, Billy Page, CFO, April Win-

borne, DON, Charlotte Boone, Administrative Assistant, Marcy-Franklin Sun 
Call to order: Paul Price, Jr.; Chairman
Invocation
 Jan Hicks
Approval of Minutes:
• A motion was made by Mr. Poulos and seconded by Mr. Young to approve the 

minutes from 02/23/2023. Motion carried unanimously.
Director of Nursing:
• NNB
Medical Staff:
• NNB
Financials:
• A motion was made by Dr. Hicks and seconded by Mr. Young to approve the 

financials as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Administrative Report: 
• A motion was made by Mr. Poulos and seconded by Mr. Young to approve the 

hematology analyzer surplus resolution.  Motion carried unanimously.
Executive Session:
• A motion was made by Mr. Poulos and seconded by Mr. Young to enter into 

Executive Session. Motion carried unanimously.
Open Session:
• A motion was made by Mr. Young seconded by Mr. Poulos to enter into Open 

Session. Motion carried unanimously. 
• A motion was made by Mr. Poulos and Mr. Young to proceed with strategic plan-

ning re: provider recruitment and scholarships as discussed in Executive Session. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

• A motion was made by Mr. Young and seconded by Mr. Poulos to proceed with 
strategic planning re: Westport Linens as discussed in Executive Session. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 Public Comment:
Adjourn:	
• A motion was made by Mr. Poulos and seconded by Mr. Young to adjourn the 

meeting. Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,
Paul Price, Jr., Board Chairman
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Special Meeting Of the
Franklin Parish Police Jury
May 31, 2023 @ 8:00 a.m.
Franklin Parish Police Jury Room
6558 Main Street, Winnsboro, LA 71295
The Franklin Parish Police Jury met in Special Session on Wednesday May 31, 

2023, at 8:00 A.M. in the Police Jury Meeting Room, Courthouse Building, located 
at 6558 Main Street, Winnsboro, LA 71295 with the following present: President 
James Harris, Vice President Leodis Norman, Chaplain Gary Peters, Juror Howie 
Robinson, Juror Ricky Campbell and Juror David DeBlieux.  Juror Keiona Wesby 
was unable to attend.

President Harris called the meeting to order, followed by roll call.
Chaplain Peters led the assembly in prayer and the pledge of allegiance. 
The motion to approve the agenda was offered by Peters, seconded by Campbell 

and passed.
The motion to award the bid for the FP FY 2023 Road Improvements to Dreher in 

the amount of $1,139,567.50 was offered by Campbell, seconded by DeBlieux and 
passed.  There is an option for lowering the cost and if anything is changed during 
the project a change order will be submitted for approval.

Campbell offered the motion to table a decision on the adoption of an ordinance 
for precinct 6 and 6A.  Peters seconded with all voting in agreement.

The motion to table voting to advertise for a seasonal bush hog operator, due to 
the tractor being down at this time, was offered by Peters, seconded by DeBlieux 
and was passed.

The jury reviewed the quotes received for the leasing of a mini excavator.  Dog-
gett: 2,921.00 Scott: 2,350.00.  Peters offered the motion to accept the lowest bid 
(Scott: 2,350.00 monthly).  Campbell seconded with all voting in agreement.

The jury reviewed the only quote received for the leasing of a dozer. Doggett: 
8,280.00 (increase from current lease of $4,687.70 more).  Peters offered the motion 
to reject the bid received.  Campbell seconded. The motion passed. DeBlieux offered 
the motion to advertise for quotes for dozer contract labor.  Campbell seconded with 
all voting in agreement.

Campbell offered a motion to rescind his motion to table a decision on the adop-
tion of an ordinance for precinct 6 and 6A.  DeBlieux seconded. The motion was 
rescinded.  Peters offered the motion to approve adopting the amended ordinance for 
precinct 6 and 6A.  Campbell seconded with all voting in agreement.

With there being no further business to discuss, Campbell offered the motion to 
adjourn.  DeBlieux seconded.  The meeting was adjourned.  

Karah Lochbrunner – Asst. Secretary/Treasurer                                      
James H. Harris – President
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TOWN OF WINNSBORO
REGULAR SESSION
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JACK HAMMONS COMMUNITY CENTER
810 ADAMS STREET
WINNSBORO, LA  71295
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023  
5:30 P.M.   Public Hearing
Aldermen present: Marteze Singleton, Dorothy Swayzer, and Jerry Johnson  
Absent: Eddie Dunn and Rex McCarthy
A Public Hearing was held before the adoption of Ordinance Numbers 1047 and 

1048. The floor was open to the public at approximately 5:38 P.M. to make known 
their thoughts and concerns.  There were no comments made. 

6:00 P.M.   Regular Session was called to order. 
Prayer led by Chief of Police Tyrone Coleman
Pledge led by Mayor Alice Wallace
Roll Call
Aldermen present: Marteze Singleton, Dorothy Swayzer, Eddie Dunn, and Jerry 

Johnson
Absent: Rex McCarthy
The Board of Aldermen of the Town of Winnsboro, Louisiana, met in a resched-

uled regular session on Monday, May 15, 2023, at 6:00 PM at the Jack Hammons 
Community Center, 810 Adams Street, Winnsboro, Louisiana, with Mayor Alice 
Wallace presiding.

Adoption of Ordinance No. 1047: Electronic Traffic Enforcement 
Motion by Marteze Singleton, seconded by Dorothy Swayzer and unanimously 

approved to adopt Ordinance No. 1047. 
Adoption of Ordinance No. 1048: USDA Interim Financing for Water System 

Project
Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously ap-

proved to adopt Ordinance No. 1048.
Introduction of Ordinance No. 1049: An Ordinance Amending the B-1 Zone 
Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Jerry Johnson and unanimously approved to 

introduce Ordinance No. 1049. Copies are available at City Hall or the Town Clerk’s 
office for public inspection. 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 1050: An Ordinance Amending Article 8 of 
B-1 Section 8. Local Shopping District Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Dor-
othy Swayzer and unanimously approved to introduce Ordinance No. 1050. Copies 
are available at City Hall or the Town Clerk’s office for public inspection. 
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See PUBLIC NOTICES on Page 15A

PUBLIC NOTICES



Employee of the Month
Mayor Alice Wallace announced the employee of the month for the month of 

May – Michael Thomas.
Approval of the Minutes for April’s Meeting 
Motion by Jerry Johnson, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously ap-

proved to accept the minutes for April’s monthly meeting.
Resolution No. 23-0501: A RESOLUTION ORDERING AND CALLING A 

SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF WINNSBORO, STATE 
OF LOUISIANA, TO AUTHORIZE THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF A SPE-
CIAL TAX THEREIN; MAKING APPLICATION TO THE LOUISIANA STATE 
BOND COMMISSION AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS IN CON-
NECTION THEREWITH

William Boles explained the proposed resolution to add a new millage to the up-
coming election ballot.  Motion by Marteze Singleton, seconded by Eddie Dunn and 
approved by the following vote: 

YEAS: Marteze Singleton, Dorothy Swayzer, and Eddie Dunn
NAYS: Jerry Johnson
ABSENT: Rex McCarthy
Resolution No. 23-0502: Adopt Millage Rate for 2023
Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Jerry Johnson and unanimously approved to 

adopt Resolution No. 23-0502.  
Resolution No. 23-0503: Authorizing Award for 2023 Street Improvements
Motion by Dorothy Swayzer, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously 

approved to adopt Resolution No. 23-0503.  
Resolution No. 23-0504: USDA Grant for Fire and Police – Cal
Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Dorothy Swayzer and unanimously ap-

proved to adopt Resolution No. 23-0504.  
Resolution No. 23-0505: DRA Grant – Cal
Councilman Rex McCarthy entered the meeting at approximately 6:19 P.M.
Motion by Dorothy Swayzer, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously 

approved to adopt Resolution No. 23-0505.  
Resolution No. 23-0506: Winnsboro Main Street Economic Committee’s do-

nation to Landis Park
Motion by Jerry Johnson, seconded by Rex McCarthy and unanimously approved 

to adopt Resolution No. 23-0506.  
Resolution No. 23-0507: Water Sector Program – Sewer System Improvements
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously ap-

proved to adopt Resolution No. 23-0507.  
Police Chief’s Recommendation for Promotion
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Jerry Johnson and unanimously approved 

to accept the Chief’s recommendation for the following promotions: Gabriel McWil-
liams – Corporal and Jamarsa Hill – Lieutenant.  

Police Chief’s Monthly Report 
Chief of Police Tyrone Coleman gave a monthly activity report for the Town 

of Winnsboro’s Police Department. Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Eddie 
Dunn and unanimously approved to accept the report.

Fire Chief’s Monthly Report
Fire Chief Jessie Morris gave a monthly activity report for the Town of Winnsboro 

Fire Department.  Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Jerry Johnson and unani-
mously approved to accept the report.

Superintendent’s Monthly Report
Cal Pierce gave a monthly activity report for the Town of Winnsboro’s Public 

Works Department. Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Dorothy Swayzer and 
unanimously approved to accept the monthly report.

Monthly Financial Statements 
Town Clerk Julia Jackson gave a monthly financial report for the month of April. 

Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously approved 
to accept the monthly report.

Economic Development and Main Street Quarterly Report – Sam Sheppard
Sam Sheppard gave a quarterly report on Economic Development and an update 

on the activities at Main Street. Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Jerry John-
son and unanimously approved to accept the report. 

Executive Session – Personnel Matters
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Eddie Dunn and unanimously approved to 

enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Eddie Dunn and unanimously approved to 

enter back into Regular Session. 
Adjournment
There being no more business to come before the board at this time, a motion was 

made by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Jerry Johnson and unanimously approved that 
this meeting be adjourned. 

Julia Jackson, Town Clerk
Alice Wallace, Mayor
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NOTICE
The Franklin Parish School Board met for its regular scheduled agenda meeting 

on Tuesday, April 25, 2023 at 5:00 PM. 
Present for the meeting were Mr. Eddie Ray Bryan, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. 

Danny Davis (late), Mr. Richard Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens 
and Ms. Laquetta Barnes. 

Absent from the meeting, none.              	
President Eddie Ray Bryan called the meeting to order, Mr. Richard Kelly led in 

prayer and President Bryan led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. Alaina Nichols called the Finance Committee to order.  Ms. Ellen Lane stated 

that there was no new business to report at this point and she would address the board 
at the regular meeting.  Mrs. Nichols asked Ms. Lane what other type of retirement 
did the school board offer other than TRSL.  If a Roth 403 b was available to em-
ployees.  Ms. Lane said that she would check on that and get back with her.  Mr. 
Gullatt mentioned that he would like to present options during the beginning of the 
year meetings with staff.  With no other business to report, Mrs. Nichols adjourned 
the Finance Committee meeting.

Dr. Jacqueline Johnson called the Maintenance Committee Meeting to order.  Mr. 
John Gullatt stated that as of today all campuses were in good shape.  We are doing 
some patching at the high school in the girls dressing room where there was some 
leaking around a drain in the ceiling.  Mrs. Nichols asked about the locker room at 
the track building.  Mr. Gullatt briefed the board letting them know that the lockers 
have arrived and will be installed soon.  There are also partitions that still need to be 
placed and some sheetrock work at the girls softball dressing room and concession 
stand.  The press box will be getting some additional concrete poured to level that 
area.  Mr. Kelly asked about an update on the air conditioning system in the field 
house.  Mr. Gullatt said, “There is a plan worked out by Mr. Lawrence.”  He has 
found a couple of things going on with the system and has fixed those problems.  
Some included moving the thermostats away from the sensors but it will be an on-
going issue until it is replaced.  Mrs. Nichols asked, “So they will be replaced.”  Mr. 
Gullatt answered, “Yes.”  We will need to get the finances set to go with the project.  
With no other business to discuss, Dr. Johnson adjourned the Finance Committee 
meeting.           	

MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA FOR MAY 2, 2023 REGULAR MEETING.
ORDINANCE #2023-04-0007
BE IT ORDAINED, ETC., that the Franklin Parish School Board approved the 

agenda for the May 2, 2023, regular meeting. 
MOTION:  Dr. Jacqueline Johnson                                           SECOND:  Mrs. 

Alaina Nichols
YEAS: Mr. Eddie Ray Bryan, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, Mr. Richard 

Kelly, 
Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta Barnes. 
NAYS: None
ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING:  None
The motion was approved.              
Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer  
Franklin Parish School Board 
Mr. Eddie Ray Bryan, President
Franklin Parish School Board         
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING:
April 25, 2023, Agenda Meeting
FRANKLIN PARISH SCHOOL BOARD COMPLEX
7293 PRAIRIE ROAD
WINNSBORO, LA 71295
Board Room, 5:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER: President
INVOCATION: Chaplain
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: President
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Finance Committee: Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Chair
Maintenance Committee: Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Chair
I. Approval of Agenda for May 2, 2023, regular meeting.
II. Approval of minutes from April 11, 2023 regular meeting.
III. Recognition of Visitors – DeLayne Donnell - ACT recognition 
Troy Bell - District Awards for the month of May
Shelby James-Talented Arts Showcase Winners
IV. Business - 
 A. To consider and/or take action on Pandemic Services Payment. (Gullatt)
 B. To consider and/or take action on discarding of old and/or inoperative, obsolete 
 Equipment located at the Franklin Parish School Board. (Gullatt)
 C. To consider and/or take action on adopting 2023 Millage Rates. 
(Aid to Ed. =4.54; Constitutional=4.62; Reno & Operation=15.67: Total Mill-

age=24.83) (Lane)
 D. To discuss the Verizon STEM Camp at Dillard University, presented by Nelda
 Lawrence at the April 11, 2023 Regular Meeting.

 E. To consider and/or take action on Policy DCF: Fund Balances. (Laid over 30 
 days) (Lain)
 F. To discuss the possibility of hiring a grant writer. (Stephens)
 G. To consider and/or take action on awarding the FPSB CNP Large Equipment 
 Bid to Associated Food Equipment and Supplies. (Nolan)
V. Business Manager Report
VI. Superintendent’s Report
VII. President’s Report
VIII. Adjourn
VISITOR: None
 TO DISCUSS THE VERIZON STEM CAMP AT DILLARD UNIVERSITY
Mr. John Gullatt started the discussion, saying he applauded the idea. There were 

several concerns, the first is the cost, not only for the camp but there is also the sher-
iff’s office fees. The Como Foundation is donating just over $29,000. Along with 
that, Mrs. Nelda Lawrence is asking the school board for $30,000. Another worry is 
the area in which the camp will be held, it is said that it is not a very safe area. Mr. 
Gullatt’s thought at this moment is to say, “Not now”. “I think the idea is great. What 
I would like to do, is not take this trip this summer, but not to disregard the idea of 
seeing if there is something like this in and around here. Something that is closer 
and doesn’t require us sending our babies down to New Orleans for three weeks,” 
explained Mr. Gullatt. He also stated that there would be a large group going to the 
Teacher Leader Summit. “I don’t want to send anyone there, but it is required,” stat-
ed Mr. Gullatt. I do not want to bury Mrs. Lawrence’s idea, her vision, her plan, but I 
feel we need to find a better location. Mr. Bell informed the board that he has reached 
out to Mrs. Lawrence for some information but she has not made contact with him. 
Mr. Bell stated that he knew there were some discrepancies about how many actual 
chaperones they were having and where the dollar amounts of the chaperones came 
from. He believed that we do not do this at this time but we do not lose that thought. 
He considered the camp a great idea. 

Mrs. Nichols asked if there was a mobile STEM camp available. I think Delta, 
ULM, Tech, one of them are surely doing something like that, there are STEM proj-
ects happening everywhere. I feel she is well intentioned, I just feel we need to find 
something closer and less costly. Mrs. Nichols asked, “Didn’t someone’s vehicle 
get broken into last year at Teacher Leader?” Mr. Bell answered, “Yes, it was me.” 

Dr. Johnson wanted to let Mr. Gullatt know that the program with Winnsboro 
Elementary students is very dear to her heart. She wanted to say she understands and 
agrees from a financial stand-point, but she thinks the one thing that’s missing from 
this equation is the fact those kids from Winnsboro Elementary, the ingredient miss-
ing here is those kids need to see someone like them. I spoke with Mrs. Lawrence 
the other day; I shared with her it would have come off better if she had offered it 
to all schools in the parish. “I get what you are saying, the logic behind it, the one 
thing we all need to understand, those children, if you take them to ULM or Tech, 
you might as well not even take them. Because if they do not see someone like them 
being successful, it means nothing. I feel sending them to another STEM camp is 
not the answer. They need to see people like them succeed. It is not as easy for non-
black people to see. I support what you are saying because as a leader you are right,” 
explained Dr. Johnson. Mr. Gullatt said, “I think with more time and better planning 
we will be able to pull off this type of trip.” 

Mr. Davis mentioned that he asked his daughter that works at Grambling Uni-
versity if there was anything similar happening there. He apologized that he has not 
gotten back with her on the subject. I was leery about sending our children to New 
Orleans; it is not a safe place. Dr. Johnson mentioned to see if there was a traveling 
STEM camp. Mrs. Nichols said again that she was wondering the same thing, wheth-
er it was Grambling or Southern. Mr. Gullatt repeated that he feels it is a great idea, 
but we as a group are uncomfortable with the implementation of it. Even at Dillard, 
it was 3 days, 5 days; it is the three weeks of coming back and forth that troubled me. 
To me there were still too many unknown factors. I have to have peace of mind about 
it. Feeling that our students and chaperones are safe, I am just not there. Ms. Barnes 
interjected to say, “I agree with Dr. Johnson. Hearing the female students speaking 
about how excited they were to see a black Disney Princess.’ I also know that Mon-
roe is one of the top Most Dangerous Cities in the United States. We have to learn 
there is going to be a level of danger no matter where we are. The same thing can 
happen to us here. I do not want to send that message that we are firm on this, we do 
not want this. I feel it was not well thought out, there were just too many gaps on how 
the money was going to be spent. The amount of money needed is more than some 
people make. Mr. Gullatt let the board know that he will contact Mrs. Lawrence and 
inform what the board has decided and to let her know that we will not be going to 
Dillard at this time, not that we do not like the idea and the value of culture that it 
would bring, it is the other things that are involved. I feel that we need to check on 
the STEM camp that is offered at Grambling at this time. We do not want this idea to 
die. Maybe something is offered during the summer that will target the same group. 
Mrs. Nichols would like to open this opportunity up to every school in the district 
and maybe the planning of the camp will be more precise. Mr. Bell wanted to go 
through the financial aspect; there were several reasons why Title One could not pay 
for the trip. Of the $30,000, $24,000 was for the chaperones hourly rate and meals. 
Title One could not pay for this. We can only fund activities like this if it is across 
the board district-wide. One of the main guidelines is that it is offered district-wide.

TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF HIRING A GRANT WRITER.
Mr. Matt Stephens addressed the board that he had been looking into companies 

that write grants. He said that he understood that it was one-time money but most 
grants are one-time. He feels that there are grants out there that could help teachers 
throughout the district, but you do not know where to look. Mr. Gullatt reminded the 
board that this item was not an item to vote on but another discussion. We will look 
into it. Mrs. Nicholas asked how many systems have grant writers or do they hire in-
house. Mr. Gullatt said that smaller districts hire in-house as a percentage. Everyone 
felt it was something good to look into. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
We are getting to the end of the year. Everyone is gearing up for testing. I hope 

that the internet stays up and running. Testing is just a small thing that goes on at 
schools. We won a state award last year; maybe we can do it again. Our principals 
and teachers work hard every day to get better. It is getting better; I have seen small 
things every day. We just need to be patient. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Eddie Ray Bryan wanted to congratulate the girls’ softball team and their 

accomplishments this year. I cannot wait to see where the boy’s baseball team will 
end their year. Every time I come to town I pass the field, it is steadily improving. 
Mr. Kelly is the one who got the ball rolling on that. Helping to raise the funds 
needed. If it were not for him, we would probably still be playing on the city’s field. 
Mr. Kelly said it looks a lot better than when we started. It is steadily improving. It 
is not the eyesore everyone thought it was going to be, having a ballfield at the front 
of the school. 

Mr. Bryan said going back to testing; there is more to education than testing. 
The personnel at the schools do more than education. It is also the social aspect of 
everything, teaching them to engage with others, have fun and make lifelong friends. 

He is glad that we have agenda meetings to allow us to discuss and get to talk 
about items. I appreciate the opportunity that this gives us a platform to talk about 
things that we would not get to otherwise. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
ORDINANCE # 2023-04-0008
BE IT ORDAINED, ETC., that there being no further business to discuss the 

agenda meeting was adjourned.
MOTION: Mrs. Alaina Nichols
SECOND:  Dr. Jacqueline Johnson
YEAS: Mr. Eddie Ray Bryan, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, Mr. Richard 

Kelly, 
Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta Barnes. 
NAYS: None
ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING:  None
The motion was approved.              
Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer   
Franklin Parish School Board Mr. Eddie Ray Bryan, President
 Franklin Parish School Board
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