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PUBLIC NOTICES
The Franklin Parish School Board met for its regular scheduled board meeting 

on Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 5:00 PM in the Franklin Parish School Board 
complex boardroom.

	 Present for the meeting were, Mr. Tyler Roberts, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, 
Mr. Danny Davis, Mr. Richard Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and 
Ms. Laquetta Barnes.

Absent from the meeting:   None

President Dr. Jacqueline Johnson called the meeting to order. Mr. Danny Davis 
led in prayer and President Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA FOR, DECEMBER 2, 2025, REGU-
LAR MEETING 

		  ORDINANCE # 2025-12-0001

BE IT ORDAINED, ETC., that the Franklin Parish School Board approved the 
agenda as listed.

MOTION:	 Mr. Danny Davis                                       
SECOND:  	  Mrs. Alaina Nichols
YEAS:	  	 Mr. Tyler Roberts, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, 

Mr. Richard Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta 
Barnes		

NAYS:		  None
ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING: None	

	 The motion was approved.

Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer	 Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, President
Franklin Parish School Board		  Franklin Parish School Board

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING:
December 2, 2025, Regular Meeting
FRANKLIN PARISH SCHOOL BOARD COMPLEX
7293 PRAIRIE ROAD
WINNSBORO, LA  71295
Board Room, 5:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER:		 President
INVOCATION:		  Chaplain
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:	 President
I.	 Approval of Agenda for December 2, 2025, regular meeting.
II.	 Approval of minutes from November 13, 2025, regular meeting.
III.	 Recognition of Visitors – Marteze Singleton and George Parker-DECA 

Highlight
IV.	 Business - 
A	 To discuss and/or take action on changing the Franklin Parish School 

District Vision Plan. (Lane)					   
V.	 Business Manager Report
VI.	 Superintendent’s Report
VII.	 President’s Report
VIII.	 Adjourn

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 13, 2025 REGULAR 
MEETING

		  ORDINANCE # 2025-12-0002

	 BE IT ORDAINED, ETC., that the Franklin Parish School Board ap-
proved the minutes from the November 13, 2025 regular meeting.  

MOTION:	 Mr. Richard Kelly                                                
SECOND:  	  Mr. Matt Stephens 
YEAS:		  Mr. Tyler Roberts, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, 

Mr. Richard Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta 
Barnes	

NAYS:		  None
ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING: 	 None

	 The motion was approved.

Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer	 Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, President
Franklin Parish School Board		  Franklin Parish School Board

VISITOR:  Marteze Singleton and George Parker-DECA Highlight
	 Did not show up.

ITEM A. TO DISCUSS AND/OR TAKE ACTION ON CHANGING THE 
FRANKLIN PARISH SCHOOL DISTRICT VISION PLAN.

		
		  ORDINANCE # 2025-12-0003

BE IT ORDAINED, ETC. that the Franklin Parish School Board approved chang-
ing the Franklin Parish School District vision plan.

MOTION:	   Mr. Matt Stephens                                          
SECOND:  	  Mrs. Alaina Nichols
YEAS:		  Mr. Tyler Roberts, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, 

Mr. Richard Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta 
Barnes	

NAYS:		  None
ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING: 	 None

	 The motion was approved.

Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer	 Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, President
Franklin Parish School Board		  Franklin Parish School Board

BUSINESS MANAGER REPORT 

	 Ms. Ellen Lane presented the board with a copy of the November 2025 
financial budget to actual report. Ms. Lane reported a loss in Revenue and Indirect 
Cost this month.  She also stated that last years Medicaid reimbursement has not 
come in yet. There is a net loss of approximately $229,278. Medicaid reimbursement 
is approximately $200,000 of that total loss.  With no more to report, Ms. Lane 
concluded her report.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

	 Mr. John Gullatt report that cold weather issues have been at a minimum 
so far.  Gilbert, Winnsboro Elementary and Central Office all have had a few issues 
after the recent cold snap.  This will help us to make sure campuses are ready in the 
future.  With no other item to address, Mr. Gullatt concluded his report.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
	 Dr. Jacqueline Johnson started her report, congratulating teachers and 

students for their third straight growth in state testing.  Dr. Johnson also congrat-
ulated FP High School for their “B” letter grade from state testing.  She stated con-
cerning the high school, how proud the parish should be of the high school football 
team for winning the district championship.  She feels that the district is going in a 
good direction at this time. With no other items to address, Dr. Johnson concluded 
her report.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

		  ORDINANCE # 2025-12-0004

	 BE IT ORDAINED, ETC., that there being no further business to discuss 
the regular meeting was adjourned.

MOTION:	 Mr. Danny Davis                                              
SECOND:        Mrs. Alaina Nichols
YEAS:		  Mr. Tyler Roberts, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, 

Mr. Richard Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta 
Barnes	

NAYS:		  None
ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING: 	 None

	 The motion was approved.

Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer	 Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, President
Franklin Parish School Board		  Franklin Parish School Board
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______________________________________________________________
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF FRANKLIN

	 We, the Jury Commission in and for the Parish of Franklin, State of 
Louisiana, met on this the 3RD day of December, 2025, having been subpoenaed by 
ANITA WYGAL, CLERK OF COURT and MEMBER OF THE JURY COMMIS-
SION, for the purpose of drawing from the General Venire one hundred fifty (150) 
names possessing the Qualifications prescribed by law and in accordance with the 
Orders of this Court, dated November 6, 2025 and November 19, 2025, and to serve 
as Petit Jurors, for the week of court beginning Monday, February 9, 2026, at 9:30 
A.M., said list place in an envelope and placed in the Jury Box and Labeled “PETIT 
JURY VENIRE NO. 1” said names drawn as follows: to wit:

   NO.			   NAME			   ADDRESS
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Cost: $105.00
______________________________________________________________
THE VILLAGE OF GILBERT MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMAN MET 
IN REGULAR SESSION ON THURSDAY JANUARY 8, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M. AT 
THE GILBERT CITY HALL. THOSE PRESENT WERE AS FOLLOWS: MAYOR 
MIKE STEPHENS, MAYOR PRO-TEMP SUSAN BRITT, BOARD OF ALDER-

MEN 
CHERYL DANIELS, RANDY LLOYD, CLERK OUIDA SEWELL, ASSISTANT 

CLERK MELANIE KEYES. ABSENT: CHIEF OF POLICE ALVIE VICK
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Mike Stephens called the meeting to order.
PRAYER: 
Mayor Mike Stephens led in opening prayer.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Ouida Sewell, Clerk led in the pledge of allegiance.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM LAST MONTH: 
Discussion was held. Motion made by Cheryl Daniels, seconded by Susan Britt, 

to dispense with the reading of the minutes and to accept the minutes from last 
month as presented. Motion carried.

FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS/BUDGET TO ACTUAL: 
Discussion was held. Motion made by Randy Lloyd, seconded by Susan Britt to 

accept the financial
documents as presented. Motion carried.
PAY MONTHLY BILLS: 
Discussion was held. Motion made by Susan Britt seconded by Cheryl Daniels to 

pay the monthly bills.
Motion carried.
FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
Fire Chief Bill McLemore gave a monthly report. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
No Report
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mayor gave monthly report. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
Cinnamon Gooding, with McManus Engineering, gave a status and progress 

report on the grants applied for by the Village of Gilbert.
Heather Carroll, Grow Gilbert, gave update on activities for the Village of Gilbert. 

Mrs. Carroll reported that the Christmas Lighting Contest was better than the year 
before with more houses beautifully decorated. The Easter Extravaganza will be 
March 21, 2026.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #389 – An ordinance authorizing the issuance 

by the Village of Gilbert, State of Louisiana, of its Taxable Excess Revenue Bond 
(DEQ), in an amount not to Exceed Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500.00), and 
providing for other matters in connection therewith. 

Discussion was held. Motion made by Randy Lloyd, seconded by Susan Britt to 
introduce Ordinance #389. Motion carried. A public hearing will be held on Feb-
ruary 12, 2026, at 6:30 pm at the Gilbert City Hall to consider adopting Ordinance 
#389.

2. DISCUSS SURPLUS EQUIPMENT FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS
Discussion was held. Motion made by Randy Lloyd, seconded by Cheryl Daniels 

to inventory all surplus equipment that the town is no longer using and sell it. 
Motion carried.   

OLD BUSINESS: 
None
AJOURNMENT: 
Motion made by Susan Britt, seconded by Randy Lloyd to adjourn. Motion 

carried.

MIKE STEPHENS, MAYOR                                            OUIDA SEWELL, CLERK
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______________________________________________________________
TOWN OF WINNSBORO
REGULAR SESSION
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JACK HAMMONS COMMUNITY CENTER
810 ADAMS STREET
WINNSBORO, LA  71295
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2025  

6:00 P.M.   Regular Session was called to order. 
Prayer led by Chief of Police Tyrone Coleman
Pledge led by Mayor Alice Wallace

Roll Call
Aldermen present: Marteze Singleton, Jerry Johnson and Rex McCarthy 
Absent: Eddie Dunn and Lois Jordan

The Board of Aldermen of the Town of Winnsboro, Louisiana, met in a regular 
session on Monday, December 15, 2025, at approximately 6:03 PM at the Jack Ham-
mons Community Center, 810 Adams Street, Winnsboro, Louisiana, with Mayor 
Alice Wallace presiding.

Introduction of 2025 Mayor for a Day Essay Winners
Mayor Wallace opened the meeting by introducing the students selected as May-

or for a Day: Melanie Whitley, Serenity Williams, Kaylee Cleveland, Mason Whitley, 
Kyleena Jenkins, Jeremiah McCarthy and Aniya Banks.  

Councilman Eddie Dunn entered at 6:03 P.M.

Approval of the Minutes for November’s Meeting
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously 

approved to accept the minutes for November’s monthly meeting.

2026 Business Alcohol Renewals 
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Marteze Singleton to accept and approve 

all that are in by the following vote:
Yeas: Marteze Singleton, Eddie Dunn and Rex McCarthy 
Nays: Jerry Johnson
Absent: Lois Jordan

Resolution No. 25-1201: Compliance Questionnaire
Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Rex McCarthy and unanimously approved 

to adopt Resolution No. 25-1201. 

Resolution No. 25-1202: Act 461
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Jerry Johnson and unanimously approved 

to adopt Resolution No. 25-1202. 

Resolution No. 25-1203: 2026 Southern Food & Music Fest 
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Eddie Dunn and unanimously approved 

REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                           Winnsboro, Louisiana 
December 2, 2025  

 
 Mr. John Gullatt report that cold weather issues have been at a minimum so far.  Gilbert, Winnsboro 
Elementary and Central Office all have had a few issues after the recent cold snap.  This will help us to 
make sure campuses are ready in the future.  With no other item to address, Mr. Gullatt concluded his 
report. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
  
 Dr. Jacqueline Johnson started her report, congratulating teachers and students for their third 
straight growth in state testing.  Dr. Johnson also congratulated FP High School for their “B” letter grade 
from state testing.  She stated concerning the high school, how proud the parish should be of the high 
school football team for winning the district championship.  She feels that the district is going in a good 
direction at this time. With no other items to address, Dr. Johnson concluded her report.   
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

ORDINANCE # 2025-12-0004 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED, ETC., that there being no further business to discuss the regular meeting was 
adjourned. 
 

MOTION: Mr. Danny Davis                                              SECOND:        Mrs. Alaina Nichols 
 

 YEAS:  Mr. Tyler Roberts, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, Mr. Richard  
                                           Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta Barnes  
 
 NAYS:  None 
 
 ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING:  None 
 
 The motion was approved. 
 
Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer                Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, President 
Franklin Parish School Board                 Franklin Parish School Board 
 

 
 
 

Personnel Matters December 2 , 2025 

 
 

     
 Instructional Personnel         

 Hires      

 Name School Position Effect. Date Reason Bd. Mtg. 

 Autin, Carter CJHS SPED Teacher 11.11.2025 A. Amos 12.02.2025 

       
 Resignation      
 Name School Position Effect. Date Reason Bd. Mtg. 

             

       
 Transfers      

 Name School Position Effect. Date Reason Bd. Mtg. 
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make sure campuses are ready in the future.  With no other item to address, Mr. Gullatt concluded his 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
  
 Dr. Jacqueline Johnson started her report, congratulating teachers and students for their third 
straight growth in state testing.  Dr. Johnson also congratulated FP High School for their “B” letter grade 
from state testing.  She stated concerning the high school, how proud the parish should be of the high 
school football team for winning the district championship.  She feels that the district is going in a good 
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MOTION TO ADJOURN 

ORDINANCE # 2025-12-0004 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED, ETC., that there being no further business to discuss the regular meeting was 
adjourned. 
 

MOTION: Mr. Danny Davis                                              SECOND:        Mrs. Alaina Nichols 
 

 YEAS:  Mr. Tyler Roberts, Mrs. Alaina Nichols, Mr. Danny Davis, Mr. Richard  
                                           Kelly, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, Mr. Matt Stephens and Ms. Laquetta Barnes  
 
 NAYS:  None 
 
 ABSENT AND/OR NOT VOTING:  None 
 
 The motion was approved. 
 
Mr. John Gullatt, Secretary-Treasurer                Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, President 
Franklin Parish School Board                 Franklin Parish School Board 
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REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                           Winnsboro, Louisiana 
December 2, 2025  

 
       
 Extended Sick Leave      

 Name School Position Dates Total Days Bd. Mtg. 

 
Ashley, Rebekah CJHS Teacher Sep. 2,3,4,5,9,10,11,12 8 12.02.2025 

 

Price, Damon FPHS Teacher Sep.11,12,16,17,18,19,23,24,25,26,30 11 12.02.2025 

 

Thomas, Julia WES Teacher Sep.9,10,11,12,16,17,18,19,23,24,25,26,30 4.75 12.02.2025 

        
  Leave without pay      
  Name School Position Effect. Date Total Days Bd. Mtg. 

  Elzy, Jacinta FPHS Teacher Sep.30 0.5 12.02.2025 

  Parker, Rachel WES Teacher Sep.26 0.75 12.02.2025 

              

        
  Support Personnel (All Support Personnel shall be on a 6-month probationary basis.) 
  Hires      

  Name School Position Effect. Date Replace  /  Reason Bd. Mtg. 

  Bass, Avery CJHS Sch. Secretary 01.06.2026 P. Walters 12.02.2025 

  Bland, Jan FPHS Sch. Secretary 11.17.2025 G.Filingane 12.02.2025 

        
 Resignation      

 Name School Position Effect. Date Reason Bd. Mtg. 

 Bland, Jan FPHS Para-TI 11.16.2025 Changed Positions 12.02.2025 

 Brown, Kimberly CJHS Cafe Manager 11.14.2025 Resigned 12.02.2025 

 Collins, Kyler HdSt Para   11.21.2025 Other Emoloyment 12.02.2025 

 Fussell, Sheila CJHS Bus Driver 11.19/2025 Resigned 12.02.2025 

 
      

 Transfers      

 Name School Position Effect. Date Reason Bd. Mtg. 

             

 
      

 Extended Sick Leave      

 Name School Position Dates Total Days Bd. Mtg. 

 

Alexander, Billy CO Maintenance Jul.1,2,7,8,9,10,14,15,16,17,21,22,23,24,28,29,30,31 18 

12.02.2025 

 
Vines, Alyssa WES Para Sep. 23,24,25,26,30 4.75 

12.02.2025 

       
 Leave without pay      
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 Name School Position Effect. Date Total Days Bd. Mtg. 

 Williams, Yolanda WES Cafe Tech Sep. 2,3 2 12.02.2025 

       

 Vacant Teacher Positions         

 Name School Position/Grade Effect. Date/End Date Reason Bd.Mtg. 

 Gaines, Keisha WES Teacher 10.21.2025-TBA J. Toliver 11.13.2025 

 Monnin, Abigail GJHS Teacher 08.0.2025 -05.23.2026 J. Vick 08.05.2025 

 Parker, Dawn GJHS Teacher 10.07.2025- T. Thomas 11.13.2025 

 Trent, Mydarius FPHS Teacher 08.29.2025- D. Price 09.16.2025 

 Welch, Megan FORT Teacher 08.08.2025- J. Guidry 09.16.2025 

 Wilson, Gilbert FPHS Band Teacher 07.28.2025-06.25.2026 D. Sanson 08.05.2025 

 Young, Jesse GJHS Teacher 09.23.2025-05.23.2026 K.Gaines 10.07.2025 
 

12/17/2025 1

10:45:12AM Jury Type: Petit Judge: Stephen G. Dean Date: Monday, February 9, 2026

125 SHORT ST WISNER, LA 71378AINSWORTH, BRANDY NICOLE
909 MULLICAN RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9273BANKSTON, JOHNNYE P
2514 L R HATTON RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7707BEACH, PHILLIP
261 CHARLES BUCK RD WISNER, LA 71378BEACH, RONALD E
1012 DRANE LP EXTENSION, LA 71243-4067BEAVERS, MELISSA A
1303 MAPLE ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2843BELL, SIDNEY
108 JEWEL HILL RD GILBERT, LA 71336BOCK, KAREN M
628 MCCALEB RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5896BOHN, LINDA DIANN
790 HWY 130 WINNSBORO, LA 71295BRADFORD, JOANN M
675 WILLIE HERRON RD WISNER, LA 71378-4777BRASWELL, EVAN LEE
122 PLUM ST WISNER, LA 71378BRELAND, JESSICA NICHOLE
6089 HWY 17 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5639BRUCE, JAMES K
311 CARTER ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2244BUFFIN, DOROTHY BELL
146 CRAPE MYRTLE LN WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4733BULLARD, BOBBY L
6967 HWY 17 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5474BUSHNELL, TRACEY ELIZABETH
770 DUMMY LINE RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4842BUTLER, ELIZABETH HALBROOK
859 LONGVIEW RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5280CALDWELL, MIRIAM R
2007 PINECREST ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3534CARABALLO, SAMANTHA MARIE
570 BUSTER CRUM LP WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4812CARROLL, DARRELL W
658 CLYDE WEEMS LP GILBERT, LA 71336-5120CASCIO, ERIC W
2314 WESTERN ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3850CASTON, ALISON T
143 JACK FRANKS RD DELHI, LA 71232-7286CHAPMAN, JERRY A
155 WOODS ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7027COLEMAN, DEVIN DEWAYNE
255 SCHOOL ST WISNER, LA 71378COLLINS, CLARICE
270 BOBO RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5245COLLINS, LEVI
245 MOCK ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295COOKS, TAIRA
2908 BALDWIN DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4018CORBIN, KAE WONNA
1512 MAPLE ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3015COTTON, COMPTON DEZZARNAZA
10267 HWY 15 WISNER, LA 71378-4530DANIEL, BARBARA
1480 HWY 555 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6846DAVIS, DELL E
8108 HWY 128 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4908DAVIS, LINDA DARLENE
6363 HWY 15 GILBERT, LA 71336DELAUGHTER, KIMBERLY JEAN
189 DELAUGHTER RD WISNER, LA 71378-4614DELAUGHTER, RICHARD DIXON
121 DOBBER GLASS RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9581DELLINGER, SAMUEL JOE
973 WARD III SCHOOL RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7347ELLERBE, LISA M
307 ROSE AVE WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2033EMFINGER, ALLEN MICHAEL
198 WILSON RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6718EMFINGER, AUSTIN P
425 JOHNSON RD WISNER, LA 71378-4637FERGUSON, DUANE FULTON
242 PUNCHARD RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9708FIFE, GRACE NANETTE
3205 EARLE DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4037FLEMING, LAKELLEY DIANE
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10:45:12AM Jury Type: Petit Judge: Stephen G. Dean Date: Monday, February 9, 2026

2702 EARLE DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4028FLUNDER, EDWARD TYRONE
184 HIGDON LN DELHI, LA 71232-7103FORTENBERRY, DARYL S
5283 HWY 17 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4501FOWLER, BILLY WAYNE
308 FRANKLIN ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2226FOX, JOSEPHINE SCARTON
476 CURTIS TRAXLER RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5609FREEMAN, MORGAN VIVIAN TAYLOR
128 LEE BURNS CAMP RD EXTENSION, LA 71243GALLAGHER-WYGAL, ANITA
1508 OAK ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3021GIPSON, STEVE MAC
3302 EARLE DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4040GOODS, VARNIE L
427 LISHMAN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5584GRAHAM, DONALD W
190 WILDERNESS LN GILBERT, LA 71336-5896GRAVES, LYNETTE G
12403 HWY 4 WINNSBORO, LA 71295GUILLORY, KENNETH PAUL
471 SLICK WILLIAMS RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6733GUILLOT, VICKIE M
348 HWY 577 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5366GUIMBELLOT, WILLIE W
566 RILEY RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4681GUTHRIE, ANGELA RENE GARNER
125 DENNIS CLARK RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6346GUTHRIE, CHRISTOPHER SHANE
307 JIM ALBERT RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5654HARRIS, TIONA ARIELLE
239 BENNETT RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6486HART, EVE D
220 WILLOW ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295HARTFORD, MATTHEW EUGENE
128 PIN OAK LN WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4669HATTON, RACHEL MARIE
1274 L D KNOX RD GILBERT, LA 71336HEBERT, GARY W
113 HAMMONS ST WISNER, LA 71378-4570HENDERSON JR, ELIJAH
1312 OAKLEY RD GILBERT, LA 71336-4200HIGGS, JERRY LEE
2165 HWY 15 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6766HILL, AVERY MONET
127 MORGAN ST WISNER, LA 71378HILL JR, JASON RAY
381 HAWSEY RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5828HITT, DARBY
9770 NATCHEZ ST WISNER, LA 71378-4525HOLMES, TERRY LEE
1207 HOLDEN ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2525HOOKER, JERRY L
1724 ELLIS LN WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4674HOOKER JR, ROOSEVELT
459 HWY 15 BASKIN, LA 71219-9195HURST, ASHLEY NICOLE
116 LUCKETT ST WISNER, LA 71378JAMES, CATHERINE D
133 ROYAL ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7009JOHNSON, DENZEL
125 BIG CREEK RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9522JOHNSON, EMMA RAE
3209 BALDWIN DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4023JOHNSON, HEAVEN
1808 SCOTT ST # C WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5541JOHNSON, LINDA WIGGERFALL
239 ASHLEY LP WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6010JONES, CHRISTIAN CHEYENNE
265 HWY 869 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6424JONES, HANNAH NICOLE ELIZABETH
134 FIELD DR WISNER, LA 71378JORDAN, LADEZSARAY SHANELL
120 SCATES RD GILBERT, LA 71336KING, DORIS B
1751 HWY 578 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6929KING, MARCUS N
109 LOIS ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7187KNOX, AMY R
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9630 HWY 4 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4721LABORDE, BRANDON WAYNE
255 U P LACHNEY RD GILBERT, LA 71336-5752LACHNEY, JAMES BRIAN
358 HUNTER RD DELHI, LA 71232-7142LACOSTE, EMILY WISE
144 ASA NORWOOD LN WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4602LAMBERT, CHRISTOPHER SHANE
463 BLUE ROBERTS RD WISNER, LA 71378-4710LANDRY, CHARLOTTE EVELYN
1407 BLANSON ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3002LAVENDER, ALISSA LANORA
1002 8TH ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4006LEWIS, VICTORIA SHA'LESTE
424 A J STEPHENS RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9507LITTLE, BERYL LYNN
670 CHAPMAN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5313LOCHBRUNNER, LILLY
1701 HWY 857 BASKIN, LA 71219-9264LYNCH, STEPHANY JO
255 PINE ST WISNER, LA 71378MAJOR, CHRISTINA
3100 EARLE DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4036MARTIN, CHADREN SHAMAR
454 MCELWEE LP DELHI, LA 71232-7333MARTIN, ERIN ELAINE
7078 PRAIRIE RD # B WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3633MATHIS, DE'LARRIUS DANTRELL
2348 HWY 15 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6483MAUGHON, JAKE
318 HUNTER RD DELHI, LA 71232-7142MAXWELL, MRS BRENDA C
3303 BALDWIN DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4025MCCARTHY, ALEISHA MYKYEL
215 MOCK ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5103MCCARTHY, KADEDRIEN K
2375 HWY 132 DELHI, LA 71232-7164MCDANIEL, KATIE JO
147 COUNTRY LN WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5703MCMAHON, MIKALA DIA'QUAN
409 PRAIRIE ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2734MEREDITH, SHERYL W
2911 EARLE DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4031MILES, DEONDRA D
2301 HARPER ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3553MOORE, KENDARIOUS DESHAE
675 FRANK ECKARD RD GILBERT, LA 71336MORONI, NANCY T
1613 HICKORY ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2973NEAL, LONNIE R
463 HWY 618 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4636NIELSEN, JACOB JAMES
177 JUDY GUILLOT RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6637NIELSEN, SAM
158 GAITHER ST GILBERT, LA 71336-5892PACE, JOHN DAVID
145 BLUE ROBERTS RD WISNER, LA 71378-4788PARKER, BRYSON TITUS
395 LOFLIN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5713PARRETT, NATHAN BARRY
924 COMPANY FARM RD BASKIN, LA 71219PHILLIPS, WILLIAM LOGAN
1605 PINE ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2726POSEY, JOHN C
1304 HWY 869 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4654PUNCHARD, KEISHA POLK
329 BUD HILBUN RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9705REAGAN, VONCILLE M
1553 HWY 135 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5845RICHMOND, MATTHEW
1496 HWY 876 WISNER, LA 71378-4847ROACH, CHARLOTTE A
700 CLYDE WEEMS LP GILBERT, LA 71336-5122ROBERTS, KAMI MARIE
161 RHYMES RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4678ROGERS SR, DONALD RAY
274 COMPANY FARM RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9559ROGERS, PAULA M
140 BILL NEWMAN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6817RUSSELL, JODIE L
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9630 HWY 4 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4721LABORDE, BRANDON WAYNE
255 U P LACHNEY RD GILBERT, LA 71336-5752LACHNEY, JAMES BRIAN
358 HUNTER RD DELHI, LA 71232-7142LACOSTE, EMILY WISE
144 ASA NORWOOD LN WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4602LAMBERT, CHRISTOPHER SHANE
463 BLUE ROBERTS RD WISNER, LA 71378-4710LANDRY, CHARLOTTE EVELYN
1407 BLANSON ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3002LAVENDER, ALISSA LANORA
1002 8TH ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4006LEWIS, VICTORIA SHA'LESTE
424 A J STEPHENS RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9507LITTLE, BERYL LYNN
670 CHAPMAN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5313LOCHBRUNNER, LILLY
1701 HWY 857 BASKIN, LA 71219-9264LYNCH, STEPHANY JO
255 PINE ST WISNER, LA 71378MAJOR, CHRISTINA
3100 EARLE DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4036MARTIN, CHADREN SHAMAR
454 MCELWEE LP DELHI, LA 71232-7333MARTIN, ERIN ELAINE
7078 PRAIRIE RD # B WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3633MATHIS, DE'LARRIUS DANTRELL
2348 HWY 15 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6483MAUGHON, JAKE
318 HUNTER RD DELHI, LA 71232-7142MAXWELL, MRS BRENDA C
3303 BALDWIN DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4025MCCARTHY, ALEISHA MYKYEL
215 MOCK ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5103MCCARTHY, KADEDRIEN K
2375 HWY 132 DELHI, LA 71232-7164MCDANIEL, KATIE JO
147 COUNTRY LN WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5703MCMAHON, MIKALA DIA'QUAN
409 PRAIRIE ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2734MEREDITH, SHERYL W
2911 EARLE DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4031MILES, DEONDRA D
2301 HARPER ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3553MOORE, KENDARIOUS DESHAE
675 FRANK ECKARD RD GILBERT, LA 71336MORONI, NANCY T
1613 HICKORY ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2973NEAL, LONNIE R
463 HWY 618 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4636NIELSEN, JACOB JAMES
177 JUDY GUILLOT RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6637NIELSEN, SAM
158 GAITHER ST GILBERT, LA 71336-5892PACE, JOHN DAVID
145 BLUE ROBERTS RD WISNER, LA 71378-4788PARKER, BRYSON TITUS
395 LOFLIN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5713PARRETT, NATHAN BARRY
924 COMPANY FARM RD BASKIN, LA 71219PHILLIPS, WILLIAM LOGAN
1605 PINE ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2726POSEY, JOHN C
1304 HWY 869 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4654PUNCHARD, KEISHA POLK
329 BUD HILBUN RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9705REAGAN, VONCILLE M
1553 HWY 135 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5845RICHMOND, MATTHEW
1496 HWY 876 WISNER, LA 71378-4847ROACH, CHARLOTTE A
700 CLYDE WEEMS LP GILBERT, LA 71336-5122ROBERTS, KAMI MARIE
161 RHYMES RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4678ROGERS SR, DONALD RAY
274 COMPANY FARM RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9559ROGERS, PAULA M
140 BILL NEWMAN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6817RUSSELL, JODIE L
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132 KANSAS ST WISNER, LA 71378SCOTT, LEDELL
143 WOODS ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7027SCOTT, SANDRA T
527 MCCALEB RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5897SEALS, DENVUS DURAN
457 CHAPMAN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5311SISK, CONNIE MCFADDEN
536 HWY 618 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4639SMITH, BILLY W
414 SCATES RD GILBERT, LA 71336-3454SMITH, FRANCES
156 LUTHER LANIER RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5284SMITH, GREG RILEY
198 NEWT WINTERS RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7788SMITH, JADEN LANE
253 HWY 867 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-6102SMITH, JIMMIE R
3110 MCDUFF DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3918SMITH, LATONYA MICHELLE
968 HILL RIDGE RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5269SPENCE, GLEN STEVEN
811 CARVER ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3416SPENCER, PATRICK
192 BOYD RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5701SPILLERS, PERRY L
430 HWY 562 GILBERT, LA 71336-4134STERLING, MONTANA DAWN
818 NICHOLS DR WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3444SWAIN, ANGEL JNAE
330 GRADY GRAY RD BASKIN, LA 71219-9613TAYLOR, AUSTIN
1601 MAPLE ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-3526TEATS, ANNIE L
880 PORTER RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5908THOMAS, MARY W
161 TEATS ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5106THOMAS, RICKY L
164 MULBERRY LN DELHI, LA 71232-7467TILL, NOAH C
308 CARTER ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2201WALKER, ANTHONY CHARLES
127 BOND ST GILBERT, LA 71336-3403WALKER, CAROLYN F
11186 HWY 4 WINNSBORO, LA 71295-4915WALL, RYAN LOGAN
2646 MAULD RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5680WALLACE, CALISTA BROOKE
442 UNION CHURCH RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295WARD, SUE ELLEN
1208 WARREN ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2542WAY, RUBY V
1920 FRENCH TURN RD WINNSBORO, LA 71295-5333WELCH, LINDA
130 WOODS ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7026WILLIAMS, DKORRIAN D
201 LOUISIANA ST WINNSBORO, LA 71295-7191WILLIAMS, SANDRA FAY
107 ROSE AVE WINNSBORO, LA 71295-2029WOLLERSON, MAGGIE R

Juror Count: 150
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to adopt Resolution No. 25-1203. 

Resolution No. 25-1204: Terminal Improvements & Replace Emergency Genera-
tor – Terry Shirley

Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Eddie Dunn and unanimously approved 
to adopt Resolution No. 25-1204. 

Resolution No. 25-1205: Airport DRA Grant – Heath McGuffee
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously 

approved to adopt Resolution No. 25-1205. 

Resolution No. 25-1206: Award Airport Planning Contract – Heath McGuffee
Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Jerry Johnson and unanimously approved 

to adopt Resolution No. 25-1206. 

Resolution No. 25-1207: LED Fast Sites application – Heath McGuffee
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Eddie Dunn and unanimously approved 

to adopt Resolution No. 25-1207. 

Resolution No. 25-1208: 2025 Street Improvement - Heath McGuffee
Motion by Marteze Singleton, seconded by Eddie Dunn and unanimously ap-

proved to adopt Resolution No. 25-1208. 

Resolution No. 25-1209: Plains First Responder Grant Program – Chief Steven 
Fairchild

Motion by Jerry Johnson, seconded by Rex McCarthy and unanimously approved 
to adopt Resolution No. 25-1209. 

Main Street and Economic Development Quarterly Update – Sam Sheppard
Sam Sheppard gave a quarterly report on Main Street and Economic Develop-

ment. 

Police Chief ’s Monthly Report
Chief of Police, Tyrone Coleman, gave a monthly activity report for the Town 

of Winnsboro Police Department. Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Jerry 
Johnson and unanimously approved to accept the report. 

Police Chief ’s Recommendation for New Hire (Police Officer): Eddie Bowens
Motion by Rex McCarthy, seconded by Marteze Singleton and unanimously 

approved to accept the Chief ’s recommendation to hire Eddie Bowens. 

Fire Chief ’s Monthly Report
Fire Chief Steven Fairchild gave a monthly activity report for the Town of Winns-

boro’s Fire Department. Motion by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Jerry Johnson and 
unanimously approved to accept the report. 

Public Works Monthly Report
Greg Taylor gave a public works monthly report. Motion by Eddie Dunn, second-

ed by Marteze Singleton and unanimously approved to accept the report.  

Monthly Financial Statements 
Motion by Marteze Singleton, seconded by Eddie Dunn and unanimously ap-

proved to accept the report. 

Adjournment
There being no more business to come before the board at this time, a motion 

was made by Eddie Dunn, seconded by Rex McCarthy and unanimously approved, 
that this meeting be adjourned. 

Julia Jackson			   Alice Wallace
Town Clerk			   Mayor

1/21
Cost: $57.00
______________________________________________________________
The Town of Wisner Mayor and Board of Alderman met in regular session on 

January 8, 2025 at 6:30 pm at Wisner Town Hall.
Present: Mayor Marc McCarty; Aldermen Roger Hilliard, Jo Caldwell, Cheryl 

Jones, Melissa Major, and Nettie B. Brown.
Call to Order: With a quorum present, Mayor Marc McCarty called the meeting 

to order at 6:30 p.m.
Prayer and Pledge: The prayer was given by Jo Caldwell. The Pledge of Allegiance 

was led by Nettie B. Brown.
Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Roger Hilliard to approve the 

December 2025 Council Meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Nettie B. 
Brown and carried.

Approval of Financial Reports: Jo Caldwell made a motion, seconded by Cheryl 
Jones, to approve the financial reports and expenditures. Motion carried.

Departmental Reports:
Fire Department: Fire Chief Travis McFarland reported that all operations are 

running smoothly with no fires reported within the city limits.
Police Department: Assistant Police Chief Adam Temple reported that opera-

tions are running smoothly. The department assisted EMS and the Franklin Parish 
Sheriff ’s Office as needed.

Water Department: Bobby Hayden reported that routine maintenance was com-
pleted, including meter readings and leak repairs. Operations are running smoothly.

New Business:
Audit Report FY 2022–2023: CPA Steven Kimball presented and discussed the 

audit findings for the 2022–2023 fiscal year.
Community Water Enrichment Fund (CWEF): Cheryl Jones made a motion to 

adopt the 2025–2026 CWEF Grant for the purchase of filter media for the Town’s 
water treatment facility. Seconded by Nettie B. Brown. Motion carried.

Hiring of Chantz Foy: A motion was made by Melissa Major and seconded by 
Nettie B. Brown to hire Chantz Foy as a part-time police officer. Motion carried.

Catahoula Paws: Mona Lipsey requested permission to use the Town’s dog pen to 
house dogs for Catahoula Paws, a dog rescue and shelter. A motion was made by Jo 
Caldwell and seconded by Melissa Major to approve the request. Motion carried.

Adjournment: With no further business, Cheryl Jones made a motion to adjourn. 
Seconded by Roger Hilliard. Motion carried.

Marc McCarty			   Harriet Luckett
Mayor				    Town Clerk
1/21
Cost: $34.50
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Public Notice
 
(Notice of Intention to Introduce Bill - 2026 Regular Legislative Session)
 
Public notice is hereby given, as provided by R.S. 47:1907.1 that there will be in-

troduced at the forthcoming session of the Legislature of Louisiana, to be convened 
on March 9, 2026, a bill relative to authorizing assessors in this state to increase 
their annual salary compensation in an amount not to exceed five percent annually 
through Fiscal Year 2028-2029; and to provide for related matters.

1/21, 1/28
Cost: $7.50
______________________________________________________________
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

FRANKLIN PARISH LIBRARY
705 PRAIRIE STREET
WINNSBORO, LOUISIANA 71295

GENEALOGY ROOF REPLACEMENT

General Notice

The Franklin Parish Library is requesting Bids for the construction of the follow-
ing Project:

GENEALOGY ROOF REPLACEMENT
PROJECT NO. 2505-61-EN

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the Franklin Parish 
Library – Learning Center Building located at 705 Prairie Street, Winnsboro, LA 
71295 until the¬ 24th day of February, 2026,     10:00 AM local time, and shall at 
that time and place publicly open bids and read them aloud.

The Project includes the following Work: Genealogy Building Roof Replacement.

Bids are requested for the following Contract: 	 Genealogy Roof Replace-
ment	

Project No. 2505-61-EN		
Owner anticipates that the Project’s total bid price will be approximately 

$100,000.00 Project has an expected duration of 	 120 calendar days.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Service Group Unlimited, 
LLC, 116 Smelser Road, Monroe, LA 71202. Prospective Bidders may obtain or 
examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM, and may obtain copies of the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office as described below.  Partial sets of Bidding Doc-
uments will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer 
will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including addenda, 
if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing Of-
fice by paying a deposit of $150 for each set. Deposits on the first set of documents 
furnished prime bidders shall be fully refunded upon return of the documents no 
later than ten days after receipt of bids.  On other sets of documents furnished to 
bidders, the deposit less the actual cost of reproduction, shall be refunded upon 
return of the documents no later than ten days after receipt of bids. Compact Disc 
containing Bidding Documents (PDF) are available at a cost of $25. No refund will 
be given for returned CD’s. Make deposit checks for Bidding Documents payable 
to Service Group Unlimited, LLC. Cost does not include shipping charges. Upon 
Issuing Office’s receipt of payment, printed Bidding Documents or electronic docu-
ments on compact disc will be sent via the prospective Bidder’s delivery service. The 
shipping charge amount will depend on the shipping method chosen.

All bids shall be accompanied by bid security in an amount of five percent (5.0%) 
of the sum of the base bid and all alternates. The form of this security shall be as 
stated in the Instructions to Bidders included in the Bid Documents for this project.

The successful Bidder shall be required to furnish a Performance and Payment 
Bond written as described in the Instructions to Bidders included in the Bid Docu-
ments for this project. 

Bidder is required to comply with provisions and requirements of LA R.S. 
38:2212(B)(5). No bid may be withdrawn for a period of forty-five (45) days after 
receipt of bids, except under the provisions of LA. R.S. 38:2214.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids for just cause. In accor-
dance with La. R.S. 38:2212(B)(1), the provisions and requirements of this Section; 
and those stated in the bidding documents shall not be waived by any entity.

Instructions to Bidders
For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, procedures, 

and contract award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the 
Bidding Documents.

Classification

This project is classified as:	 Building Construction
1/21, 1/28, 2/4
______________________________________________________________

By Beck Barnes
Cotton Grower

Just as the cotton market 
has remained stagnant and sub-
dued  throughout 2025, so too 
has enthusiasm for planting the 
crop as the nation’s producers 
look ahead to 2026. 

For weeks, the Cotton Grow-
er  staff has conducted a thor-
ough survey of cotton produc-
ers, Extension  specialists  and 
other industry stakeholders 
with unique knowledge of 
the American cotton industry. 
Over that time, respondents 
pointed to a broad range of is-
sues that would  impact  plant-
ing decisions in the spring of 
2026. One issue stood out due 
to the frequency with which it 
was  referenced by survey par-
ticipants  —  subdued market 
prices and, inevitably, their re-
lation to input costs. 

Widely respected North Car-
olina Extension  Cotton  Spe-

cialist Guy Collins made his 
low acreage projection “all 
because of prices,” he wrote. 
“Cotton has become a very ex-
pensive and high-risk crop to 
grow with very thin margins.” 

Echoing many of his indus-
try peers, Collins did recognize 
a grace note for growers of the 
crop in his state – a very suc-
cessful year for yields. 

“Many growers made high 
yields across the board this 
year and last year,” Collins 
noted,  “yet they barely broke 
even.”  

This was the prevailing 
sentiment among respon-
dents to Cotton Grower’s 2026 
Cotton Acreage Survey, con-
ducted between the third week 
of November and  the  third 
week of December 2025.  

In that survey, U.S. cot-
ton  producers  indicat-
ed  they  will plant a total (up-
land and ELS) of 9,005,000 
acres of cotton in the 2026 

crop year. This total would rep-
resent  a slight decrease from 
2025, a year which saw USDA 
peg final cotton plantings 
at 9.277 million acres. The total 
of 9,005,000 acres, if realized, 
would  represent  the smallest 
U.S. planting total since 2015, 
when American production fell 
to 8.6 million acres. 

Texas Leads the Way 
Producers in the Lone 

Star  State will once again 
produce over half the na-
tion’s  crop, if  survey re-
sults hold true. Growers in 
Texas  indicated  they would 
plant  some 5,220,800 acres of 
cotton next season. This pro-
jection would represent a mod-
est decrease from 2025 acres.

“We had really good yields 
and fiber quality,” wrote  Ken 
Lege, Extension cotton spe-
cialist with Texas A&M 
AgriLife.  “While the com-
modity price was lacking, the 
volume  we  produced helped 

rescue the ginning  and related 
industries.

“Additionally,” Lege 
wrote, “for most of Texas, there 
are few alternative crops.  And 
most of those crops’ price  ar-
en’t  much more attractive vs 
cotton.” 

Elsewhere in the Southwest, 
OGeorgia Finds Some Footing 

With only  840,000 
acres  planted in 2025, Geor-
gia’s growers had planted a his-
torically small crop. But if their 
responses to our survey are to 
be believed, they will rebound 
in the coming year. Growers 
in the Peach State intend to 
plant  900,000 acres  in 2026, 
according to survey data. 

University of Georgia Exten-
sion Cotton Agronomist Camp 
Hand mentions peanut pricing 
points, and the cotton market, 
as the two biggest factors hold-
ing cotton acreage down – al-
though there are others in play 
as well. 

“None of this is taking into 
consideration issues we had 
with cotton jassid in 2025, 
and how that may have left 
a bad taste in some growers’ 
mouths,” Hand said.

Elsewhere in the Southeast, 
growers aren’t so optimistic. 
Alabama producers have indi-
cated they will plant 255,000 
cotton acres in 2026, down sig-
nificantly from 2025’s 290,000 
acres – and dramatically from 
the 400,000 cotton acres grow-
ers there planted in 2024. Ma-
jor factors here include “…
market uncertainty and threat 
of a new invasive insect pest 
(cotton jassid),” wrote Univer-
sity of Auburn Extension Cot-
ton Specialist Joshua Lee. 

Mid-South Acreage Dwin-
dling 

Nearly every  state in the 
Mid-South  indicated  that 
its cotton acreage would be 
down compared to 2025. But 
to best capture the extent to 

which acreage is decreasing 
in the Delta region, it’s best to 
compare 2026 projections with 
final totals from 2024. 

Arkansas producers, for ex-
ample, intend to plant 450,000 
acres  in 2026, according 
to the  Cotton Grower sur-
vey.  This  represents  a whop-
ping  200,000-acre  decrease 
from 2024. 

Similarly, Mississippi pro-
ducers indicated they would 
plant 340,000 acres of cotton 
next season – down significant-
ly from the 520,000 acres of 
growers there planted in 2024. 

“We have skinned our Mis-
sissippi  acres down to fewer 
growers and isolated to the best 
land suited for cotton produc-
tion,”  said  Mississippi  State 
University Extension Cotton 
Specialist Brian Pieralisi.  “We 
had a really good year in terms 
of lint yield,  but still a lot of 
growers  are  not returning a 
profit.” 

By Mariah Squire
Successful Farming

The USDA on Monday 
projected a record-breaking 
17-billion-bushel corn supply 
in 2025–2026, shocking the 
market and “raising alarms 
among the nation’s corn grow-
ers,” according to the Nation-
al Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA). 

“The surplus supply promis-
es to keep corn prices low as 
farmers struggle to pay high in-
put costs,” the group said.

NCGA was among a num-
ber of groups who responded 
strongly to the USDA projec-
tions,  using the opportunity 
to advocate for corn growers 
by calling for swift, long-term 
policy solutions. Here’s a look 
at the reactions.

Iowa Department of Agricul-
ture and Land Stewardship

The Iowa Department of Ag-
riculture and Land Steward-
ship (IDALS) has been led by 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike 
Naig since 2018.

Naig offered comments on 

the Crop Production Summa-
ry, first praising Iowa farmers 
for their resilience, and then 
calling for federal farm policy 
advances.

“The 2025 growing season 
tested Iowa farmers with high-
ly variable conditions, includ-
ing areas that saw too much 
rain, others that were too dry, 
and disease pressure that add-
ed to the complexities. Even 
so, Iowa farmers once again 
delivered a historic and re-
cord-breaking crop. This pro-
ductivity is coming at a time of 
real stress in the ag economy, 
with tight margins driven by 
high input costs and continued 
pressure from low commodity 
prices,” said Naig.

“To reverse this trend, we 
can start by taking steps to use 
more of what we grow and 
raise here at home. We need 
Congress to deliver a modern, 
five-year farm bill that pro-
vides certainty and enact year-
round nationwide E15, which 
would create more than two 
billion bushels of additional 
annual demand for corn. The 
administration must also work 

quickly to finalize robust RFS 
volumes and continue pursuing 
trade agreements that expand 
markets abroad. Strong do-
mestic demand, reliable export 
markets, and clear, predictable 
policy are essential to support-
ing our farmers and strengthen-
ing Iowa’s ag economy.”

National Corn Growers As-
sociation

Founded in 1957, the NCGA 
represents more than 36,000 
dues-paying corn growers in 48 
states, and the interests of more 
than 300,000 farmers who con-
tribute through corn checkoff 
programs in their state.

NCGA shared a statement of 
“alarm” Monday in response to 
USDA’s projections.

“If the projections prove ac-
curate, this year’s crop will be 
the largest on record by far,” 
the statement read.

“We need long-term market 
solutions, and we need them 
quickly, or this is going to deep-
en the economic crisis in the 
countryside,” said Ohio farmer 
and NCGA President Jed Bow-
er. “The urgency for Congress 
and the president to open new 

markets abroad and expand 
consumer access to ethanol just 
increased exponentially.”

The statement continued, 
“Bower noted that an immedi-
ate boost to demand would be 
the passage of legislation au-
thorizing year-round consumer 
access to fuels with 15% etha-
nol blends. He says this solu-
tion comes at no cost to con-
sumers, requires no additional 
infrastructure developments 
and could use 2.4 billion addi-
tional bushels of corn annually 
at full implementation, accord-
ing to NCGA estimates.”

NCGA named India, Viet-
nam, and Kenya as “strate-
gically important markets” 
and Bower said that the group 
“continues to push the admin-
istration to quickly broker ad-
ditional high-volume deals 
with other countries and final-
ize details on deals already an-
nounced.”

“We expect the economic 
and financial challenges grow-
ers are already facing will only 
worsen with excess supply,” 
Bower concluded.

Renewable Fuels Association
Since 1981, the Renewable 

Fuels Association (RFA) has 
been the leading trade asso-
ciation for America’s ethanol 
industry.

RFA issued a statement not-
ing the projections “underscore 
the pressing need to eliminate 
regulatory obstacles that are 
suppressing demand and lim-
iting market opportunities for 
corn and ethanol alike.”

“Today’s surprise USDA re-
port serves as a sobering wake-
up call about the state of farm 
economy and underscores the 
need for lawmakers to take 
immediate action to expand 
markets for America’s corn 
growers,” said RFA President 
and CEO Geoff Cooper. “The 
fastest and easiest way to shore 
up the growing supply-demand 
imbalance in the corn market 
is to permanently remove the 
summertime barrier on E15 
sales and eliminate obsolete 
fuel retail infrastructure rules. 
These decades-old regulatory 
barriers are literally choking 
off demand and shortchanging 
America’s farmers.”

Cooper added that expand-
ing access to higher ethanol 
blends represents the most ef-
fective path to creating long-
term stability in the corn mar-
ket. “Allowing E15 to be sold 
year-round nationwide could, 
over time, create new demand 
for more than 2 billion bushels 
of corn and sorghum,” he said. 
“Unlocking that opportunity 
now would deliver much-need-
ed economic relief to farming 
communities across the Heart-
land, while also saving con-
sumers an estimated 10–30¢ 
per gallon at the pump.”

In the statement, RFA out-
lined four policy and regula-
tory changes necessary to help 
prevent a broader economic 
downturn in the agricultur-
al sector. “By taking these 
straightforward actions, Con-
gress and the administration 
can reinforce the strength of 
American agriculture and help 
avert a looming crisis in farm 
country,” Cooper said. “We’re 
calling on policymakers to act 
swiftly to remove barriers to 
expanded ethanol use and open 
new markets for U.S. farmers.”

Groups warn of deeper price pain after USDA report

Cotton acreage survey: American acres to hold flat in 2026
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