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PUBLIC NOTICES — Ouachita Parish
SHERIFF’S SALE
FIRST HORIZON BANK VS.NO. 20224565
ELLEN MAE BENTY, AND/OR HER ESTATE AND UNOPENED SUC-

CESSION DOCKET NO. 2022-4565, DIV 2, 4TH JDC, OUACHITA PAR-
ISH, LOUISIANA

STATE OF LOUISIANA PARISH OF OUACHITA FOURTH DISTRICT 
COURT

By virtue of a WRIT OF FIERI FACIAS issued from the Honorable Fourth 
Judicial District Court in and for the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana, 
in the above entitled and numbered cause to me directed I have seized and 
taken into my possession and will offer for sale via an online auction site at 
www.bid4assets.com/ouachitasheriffsales, between the legal hours of sale on 
Wednesday, January 29, 2025, beginning at 10:00 A.M., the following de-
scribed property, to wit:

THE WEST HALF OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY, 
TO-WIT: A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINING 2.03 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, SITUATED IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER AND LOT 1 OF SECTION 13, TOWN-
SHIP 17 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISIANA, 
AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS COMMENCING 
AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 6 OF SUBDIVISION OF LOTS 
B, C, 18 AND 24 OF CAMP RUBEN SUBDIVISION IN LOTS 1 AND 2 AND 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 13, 
TOWNSHIP 17 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISI-
ANA, SAID SUBDIVISION BEING RECORDED IN THE RECORDS OF 
OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISIANA; THENCE EASTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 6 AND THE NORTH LINE OF JOHNSON 
DRIVE A DISTANCE OF 293.3 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
SAID LOT 6; THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DE-
GREES 00 MINUTES RIGHT, CONTINUE SOUTHERLY A DISTANCE 
OF 50.0 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF JOHNSON DRIVE; THENCE 
TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES 
LEFT, CONTINUE EASTERLY ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF JOHN-
SON ROAD A DISTANCE OF 97.50 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 85 DEGREES 
13 MINUTES 22 SECONDS RIGHT, CONTINUE SOUTHEASTERLY A 
DISTANCE OF 402.97 FEET; THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION AN-
GLE OF 100 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 05 SECONDS RIGHT CONTINUE 
NORTHWESTERLY A DISTANCE OF 200.00 FEET; THENCE TURNING 
A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 25 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 07 SECONDS 
LEFT, CONTINUE SOUTHWESTERLY A DISTANCE OF 59.0 FEET; 
THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 112 DEGREES 02 
MINUTES 05 SECONDS RIGHT, CONTINUE NORTHEASTERLY A DIS-
TANCE OF 400.36 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF JOHNSON DRIVE; 
THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 86 DEGREES 58 
MINUTES 35 SECONDS RIGHT, CONTINUE EASTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF JOHNSON DRIVE A DISTANCE OF 200.00 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. AND THE EAST HALF OF THE FOLLOW-
ING DESCRIBED PROPERTY, TO-WIT:

A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINING 2.03 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS, SITUATED IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER AND LOT 1 OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 17 
NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISIANA, AND BE-
ING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS COMMENCING AT THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 6 OF SUBDIVISION OF LOTS B, C, 
18 AND 24 OF CAMP RUBEN SUBDIVISION IN LOTS 1 AND 2 AND 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 13, 
TOWNSHIP 17 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISI-
ANA, SAID SUBDIVISION BEING RECORDED IN THE RECORDS OF 
OUACHITA PARISH LOUISIANA; THENCE EASTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 6 AND THE NORTH LINE OF JOHNSON 
DRIVE A DISTANCE OF 293.3 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
SAID LOT 6; THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DE-
GREES 00 MINUTES RIGHT, CONTINUE SOUTHERLY A DISTANCE 
OF 50.0 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF JOHNSON DRIVE; THENCE 
TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES 
LEFT, CONTINUE EASTERLY ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF JOHN-
SON ROAD A DISTANCE OF 97.50 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 85 DEGREES 
13 MINUTES 22 SECONDS RIGHT, CONTINUE SOUTHEASTERLY A 
DISTANCE OF 402.97 FEET; THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION AN-
GLE OF 100 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 05 SECONDS RIGHT CONTINUE 
NORTHWESTERLY A DISTANCE OF 200.00 FEET; THENCE TURNING 
A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 25 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 07 SECONDS 
LEFT, CONTINUE SOUTHWESTERLY A DISTANCE OF 59.0 FEET; 
THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 112 DEGREES 02 
MINUTES 05 SECONDS RIGHT, CONTINUE NORTHEASTERLY A DIS-
TANCE OF 400.36 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF JOHNSON DRIVE; 
THENCE TURNING A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 86 DEGREES 58 
MINUTES 35 SECONDS RIGHT, CONTINUE EASTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF JOHNSON DRIVE A DISTANCE OF 200.00 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

TOGETHER WITH ANY AND ALL PRESENT AND FUTURE BUILD-
INGS, CONSTRUCTIONS, COMPONENT PARTS, IMPROVEMENTS, 
ATTACHMENTS, APPURTENANCES, FIXTURES, RIGHTS, WAYS, 
PRIVILEGES, ADVANTAGES, BATTURE, AND BATTURE RIGHTS, SER-
VITUDES AND EASEMENTS OF EVERY TYPE AND DESCRIPTION, 
NOW AND/OR IN THE FUTURE RELATING TO THE PROPERTY, 
AND ANY AND ALL ITEMS AND FIXTURES ATTACHED TO AND/OR 
FORMING INTEGRAL OR COMPONENT PARTS OF THE PROPERTY IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LOUISIANA CIVIL CODE.

THE PROPERTY OR ITS ADDRESS IS COMMONLY KNOWN AS 214 
RUBEN JOHNSON ROAD, WEST MONROE, LA 71292.

Seized as the property of the defendant(s) and will be sold to satisfy said 
WRIT OF FIERI FACIAS and all costs.

Said sale is WITH benefit of appraisement to the last and highest bidder.
MARC MASHAW, SHERIFF Ouachita Parish
Monroe, LA
December 26, 2024 January 23, 2025
________________________________________________

SHERIFF’S SALE
CADENCE BANK
VS.NO. 20240541
CASEY ERIC HONEYCUTT
STATE OF LOUISIANA PARISH OF OUACHITA FOURTH DISTRICT 

COURT
By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued from the Honorable 

Fourth Judicial District Court in and for the Parish of Ouachita, State of Lou-
isiana, in the above entitled and numbered cause to me directed I have seized 
and taken into my possession and will offer for sale via an online auction site 
at www.bid4assets.com/ouachitasheriffsales, between the legal hours of sale 
on Wednesday, January 29, 2025, beginning at 10:00 A.M., the following de-
scribed property, to wit:

A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND CONTAINING 2.330 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS, AND BEING SITUATED IN THE SE 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 20, TOWNSHIP 17 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, OUACHITA PARISH, 
LOUISIANA, SAID TRACT BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT A ONE INCH IRON PIPE USED LOCALLY AS THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE SE 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF SAID SEC-
TION 20, AND PROCEED S 89° 30’ 44” E FOR A DISTANCE OF 649.27 
FEET TO A 5/8” REBAR AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE 
TRACT HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE PROCEED N 35 ° 58’ 05” W FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 569.08 FEET TO A RAILROAD SPIKE IN WINNFIELD 
ROAD; THENCE PROCEED N 72° 36’ 50” E ALONG SAID ROAD FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 26.86 FEET; THENCE PROCEED N 67°10’ 35” E ALONG 
SAID ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 114.26 FEET TO A RAILROAD SPIKE; 
THENCE, LEAVING SAID ROAD, PROCEED S 41° 03’ 42” E FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 683.04 FEET TO A 5/8” REBAR; THENCE PROCEED N 89° 
30’ 44” W FOR A DISTANCE OF 245.39 FEET AND THE PONT OF BE-
GINNING, SAID TRACT BEING SUBJECT TO ANY SERVITUDES AND 
RIGHTS-OF-WAY THEREON AND/OR OF RECORD, ALL AS PER PLAT 
OF SURVEY BY L. GARY RAINEY, PLS, DATED APRIL 29, 1998; SUB-
JECT TO RESTRICTIONS, SERVITUDES, RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND OUT-
STANDING MINERAL RIGHTS OF RECORD AFFECTING THE PROP-
ERTY.

Seized as the property of the defendant(s) and will be sold to satisfy said 
WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE and all costs.

Said sale is WITHOUT benefit of appraisement to the last and highest bid-
der.

MARC MASHAW, SHERIFF Ouachita Parish
Monroe, LA
December 26, 2024 January 23, 2025
________________________________________________
SHERIFF’S SALE
GMFS LLC
VS.NO. 20243932
SAMUEL R. MOORE, II (A/K/A SAMUEL R. MOORE, SAMUEL RAY 

MOORE II, SAMUEL MOORE, SAMUEL R. MOORE JR., SAMUEL RAY 
MOORE JR., SAMUEL MOORE JR AND KHAYLIN MARIE MOORE 
(A/K/A KHAYLIN MOORE)

STATE OF LOUISIANA PARISH OF OUACHITA FOURTH DISTRICT 
COURT

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued from the Honorable 
Fourth Judicial District Court in and for the Parish of Ouachita, State of Lou-
isiana, in the above entitled and numbered cause to me directed I have seized 
and taken into my possession and will offer for sale via an online auction site 
at www.bid4assets.com/ouachitasheriffsales, between the legal hours of sale 
on Wednesday, January 29, 2025, beginning at 10:00 A.M., the following de-
scribed property, to wit:

LOT TWELVE (12), HICKORY OAKS SUBDIVISION, OUACHITA PAR-
ISH, LOUISIANA, LOCATED IN NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER (NE1/4 OF SW1/4) AND NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER (NW1/4 OF SE1/4) AND NORTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER (NE 1/4 OF SE1/4), SECTION 8, TOWN-
SHIP 18 NORTH, RANGE 5 EAST, OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISIANA, 
AS PER PLAT OF RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 14, PAGE 43, RECORDS OF 
OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISIANA. WHICH HAS THE ADDRESS OF 459 
CADILLAC DRIVE, MONROE, LA 71203.

Seized as the property of the defendant(s) and will be sold to satisfy said 
WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE and all costs.

Said sale is WITHOUT benefit of appraisement to the last and highest bid-
der.

MARC MASHAW, SHERIFF Ouachita Parish
Monroe, LA
December 26, 2024 January 23, 2025
________________________________________________
SHERIFF’S SALE
ASSURANCE FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC VS.NO. 20244068
PATRICIA TULLIER
STATE OF LOUISIANA PARISH OF OUACHITA FOURTH DISTRICT 

COURT
By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued from the Honorable 

Fourth Judicial District Court in and for the Parish of Ouachita, State of Lou-
isiana, in the above entitled and numbered cause to me directed I have seized 
and taken into my possession and will offer for sale via an online auction site 
at www.bid4assets.com/ouachitasheriffsales, between the legal hours of sale 
on Wednesday, January 29, 2025, beginning at 10:00 A.M., the following de-
scribed property, to wit:

A lot or parcel of land in the Northeast corner of Lot “C” of the North-
ern part of Forest Home Plantation in Sections 21, 22 and 23, T15N, R3E, 
Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, as shown by plat filed in Plat Book 6, Page 10 
of the records of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, said lot or parcel of land being 
more particularly described as follows: Beginning at the Northeast corner of 
said Lot “C” of The Northern Part of Forest Home Plantation measure South 
89°47’ West along the North line of said Lot “C” a distance of 380 feet; thence 
turning an angle of 90°24’ to the left measure South 0°37’ East along a line 
parallel to the East line of said Lot “C” a distance of 573 feet; thence measure 
North 89°47’ East parallel to the North line of said Lot “C” a distance of 380 
feet to a point on the East line of said Lot “C”; thence measure North 0°37’ 

West along the East line of said Lot “C” a distance of 573 feet to the Point 
of Beginning, containing 5.0 acres more or less, all as per plat attached to 
deed recorded at DR#520024, in Conveyance Book 783, Page 19, records of 
Ouachita Parish, Louisiana; subject to restrictions, servitudes, rights-of-way 
and outstanding mineral rights of record affecting the property.

Seized as the property of the defendant(s) and will be sold to satisfy said 
WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE and all costs.

Said sale is WITHOUT benefit of appraisement to the last and highest bid-
der.

MARC MASHAW, SHERIFF Ouachita Parish
Monroe, LA
December 26, 2024 January 23, 2025
    
SOUTHWEST OUACHITA WATERWORKS, INC.
1840 Highway 3033, West Monroe, LA. 71292         318-325-3371      e-mail:   

swow@comcast.net
PUBLIC NOTICE
Southwest Ouachita Waterworks, Inc. (hereinafter called SWOW) recent-

ly violated a drinking water standard.  Although this incident was NOT an 
emergency, you, as our customer, have a right to know what happened and 
what we did (or are doing) to correct this situation.

The SOUTHWEST OUACHITA WATERWORKS, INC. is currently in vi-
olation of the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for total trihalomethanes 
as set forth by the State [Part XII of the Louisiana State Sanitary Code (LAC 
51:XII)] and the Federal Primary Drinking Water Regulations (40 CFR Part 
141).

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Lou-
isiana Department of Health (LDH) set drinking water standards and re-
quires the disinfection of drinking water.  Where disinfection is used in the 
treatment of drinking water, disinfectants combine with naturally occurring 
organic and inorganic matter present in water to form chemicals called disin-
fection byproducts (DBPs).  EPA and LDH set standards for controlling the 
levels of disinfectants and DBPs in drinking water, including trihalometh-
anes (THMs) and haloacetic acids (HAAs).  Some people who drink water 
containing TTHMs in excess of the MCL over many years may experience 
problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous system, and may have 
an increased risk of getting cancer.  

In December 1998, EPA set enforceable drinking water standards for 
TTHMs at 80 parts per billion (ppb) and for HAA5s at 60 parts per billion 
(ppb) to reduce the risk of cancer or other adverse health effects.  Compliance 
with the TTHMs and HAA5s standard for public water systems serving less 
than 10,000 individuals initially became effective and enforceable on January 
1, 2004.  Compliance with the TTHMs standard is determined by calculating 
a locational running annual average (LRAA) of quarterly TTHMs sample re-
sults.  Compliance calculations performed for the FOURTH quarter of 2024 
show that the system’s current TTHMs LRAAs is 81 ppb at DBP02 – PHIL-
POT RD & CHARLIE MCCAIN RD;  Thus, the system is currently in viola-
tion of the TTHMs standard.

The last quarter of 2023 Southwest Ouachita Waterworks began to expe-
rience problems at our Cooney Bonnett (#6) Well site. Due to the extent of 
the problems within the well it was decided to shut the well down and pro-
vide water to those customers from alternate well sites (Larry Henry #1 and 
Charlie Griggs #7).  Additional chlorine adjustments were made at the Larry 
Henry and Charlie Griggs well sites to be able to reach our farthest points 
and maintain state requirements. Southwest Ouachita Waterworks has now 
completed construction of the new well (#8) for the Cooney Bonnett site and 
it is now operational.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this wa-
ter, especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for exam-
ple, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses).  You can 
do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand 
or mail.

THIS IS NOT AN EMERGENCY.  If it had been, you would have been 
notified immediately.  EPA and LDH do not consider this violation to have 
any serious adverse health effects on human health as a result of short-term 
exposure; however, continued long term exposure to TTHMs and HAA5 lev-
els above the standard (e.g., 20 years of exposure) has the potential to have 
serious adverse effects on human health.

This notice is being sent to you by SOUTHWEST OUACHITA WATER-
WORKS, INC.  If you have questions about this notice, please contact the 
water system directly by telephone:  318-325-3371, by mail:  1840 Highway 
3033, West Monroe, LA. 71292-1009, or by e-mail:  swow@comcast.net. In 
addition, you may also contact our System Manager/Operator, Tommy Joe 
Carter, at 318-237-6390. You may also view this notice at:   swow.statement-
viewer.com.   Click on PUBLIC NOTICES.                DECEMBER 2024 PUB-
LIC NOTICE.

12.26
________________________________________________ 
 PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the filing of petitions for annexation of 

the properties listed herein into the corporate limits of the City of West Mon-
roe, Louisiana.  The Planning Commission of the City of West Monroe held 
public hearings on Monday, December 16, 2024, to consider said annexation 
petitions and has forwarded its recommendations to the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen of the City of West Monroe.

Planning Case ANNX-24-60000005 by Quarles Properties LLC for prop-
erty located at 415/417 Thomas Rd (Parcel 50488).  

Public Hearings will be held to consider the adoption of Ordinances annex-
ing the said properties into the corporate limits of the City of West Monroe 
at the regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to be held at 6 
pm, on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at West Monroe City Hall, 2305 North 7th 
Street, West Monroe, Louisiana.

Accommodations will be made for the hearing impaired and non-English 
speaking individuals provided that notice is received by the City of West Mon-
roe no later than noon on January 7, 2025.  Requests for accommodations 
should be made to West Monroe City Clerk, Andrea Pate, West Monroe, Lou-
isiana (318-396-2600).

Run Date: 12-26-2024 

The University of Louisiana 
Monroe (ULM) has named Mi-
chael Callihan as the director 
of the Kitty Degree School of 
Nursing (KDSON). 

Callihan began in the role 
in the fall 2024 semester. He 
comes to ULM after most re-
cently working as an associate 
professor at the University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro. 
Callihan has also worked as an 
assistant professor at Miami 
University (Ohio), Auburn 
University and the University 

of Alabama, as well as a nurse 
in a variety of medical settings. 

Wendy Bailes, dean of the 
ULM College of Health Scienc-
es, said Callihan stood out as a 
candidate due to his ability to 
clearly articulate a vision for 
the KDSON and identify tan-
gible methods to achieve that 
vision. 

“As healthcare and education 
change across our nation, I be-
lieve that Dr. Callihan has the 
ability to transition the KD-
SON to meet these challenges 
and changes,” Bailes said. 

Callihan said he became in-
terested in ULM on the rec-
ommendation of a mentor and 
friend. 

“Once I stepped foot on cam-
pus, I fell in love with ULM 

and knew this was where I was 
meant to be,” Callihan said. 
“KDSON has the best faculty I 
have been blessed to work with 
and the best students I have 
been around. This has quickly 
become home for me.” 

The director of the Kitty 
DeGree School of Nursing po-
sition was previously held by 
Bailes prior to her hiring as 
dean of the college of Health 
Sciences. Sandy Roncal served 
as interim director of KDSON 
and remains with the program 
as the associate director of the 
Nursing Undergraduate Pro-
gram and as an associate pro-
fessor. 

Callihan said that as direc-
tor of KDSON, he hopes to 
increase proficiency in clinical 

judgement for new graduate 
nurses. 

“KDSON is poised to identify 
gaps in the current educational 
system for nursing, implement 
interventions to improve clini-
cal judgment and disseminate 
that information to have an 
impact on nursing education 
across the globe.” 

Bailes said education is con-
stantly changing and insti-
tutions must adapt to those 
changes. 

“Dr. Callihan has innovative 
ideas that will help to connect 
with our new learners to make 
a stronger graduate, which 
means a stronger workforce,” 
Bailes said. “I look forward to 
seeing where he takes KDSON 
moving forward.” 

Callihan named director of ULM Kitty DeGree School of Nursing  

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF OUACHITA
FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
BE IT KNOWN that on this 3rd day of JANUARY, 2024, pursuant to 

an order of the Court dated DECEMBER 9, 2024, we the undersigned 
members of the Jury Commission in and for the said Parish and State, 
namely, SARAH CALHOUN ALLBRITTON, HERBERT D. GUILLORY, 
PAMELA HIGGINS SAULSBERRY, SAM O. HENRY, IV

Duly and legally appointed and sworn to law, a quorum being present, 
assembled at the Clerk’s Office in the Courthouse, at Monroe, Louisiana, 
together with Dana Benson, Clerk of Court and a member of said Commis-
sion, and did then and there perform the duties prescribed by law in the 
following manner to-wit: The Court ordered the drawing of 200 jurors to 
serve as Petit Jurors for the term of Court beginning TUESDAY, FEBRU-
ARY 18, 2025;

The names having been drawn by a computer indiscriminately and by 
lot as provided for by C.Cr.P.Art.416.1, are as follows:

Adams, Pamela Hodge
Addison, Mary Monica
Ainsworth, Zachary Dayton
Albritton, Ann Elyse
Alexander, Randall A
Anders, Rickey Lynn
Andrews, Brian Lynn
Andrus, Tina Denise
Antley, Thelma Louise McGowen
Armstrong, Norkirra Janell
Armstrong, Raymond Alton
Arnold, Stacy Landerson
Ashton Jr, Willie
Augustine, Verlene
Aulds, Sonya N
Austin, Erin Ward
Barbo, Brennon Paul
Barfield, Whitney Lauren Warn
Bayles, William Dean
Bennett, Ashley Marie
Berry, Darryl W
Bird, Naylon Cherie
Bond, Jesse Marion
Bowden, Terry Wilson
Bowie I, Eriona Corrine
Bowlin, Karla B
Boyd, Roy
Branigan, Gerald Anthony
Brasher, John Dell
Brown, Aaron, Lededric
Brown, Remond
Brunet, Kenya D
Buckles, Dedward Onard
Busby, Peggy S
Butler, Kimberly Clarke
Buxton, Phyliss Labiche
Caples, Jonathan Daniel
Cardozo, Jose Carmen
Carter, Rodrick Q
Cassels, Ashley Nicole
Cassels, Connie Looney
Clampit, Angela Bruscato
Clearwater, Dale Lee
Clemons, Gregory
Coleman, Shawnta
Cooper, Carl Edward
Cooper, Suzanne Chere
Courtney, Brentin Terome
Coward, Monique Lashay
Crowell, Morgan Elizabeth
Dage, Kathy Edwards
Daniel, Jennifer Edwards
Davis, Heather Angelle
Davis, Shacasiano Markala
Davis, Stephen Blake
Day, Danny Gene
Day, P J
Day, Patricia Dianne
Delasalle, Irene
Dobbins, Deborah Hopson
Easterling, John Joseph

Eckhardt, Casey Scarborough
Feldes, Alexis Kathleen
Foley, Samantha Philley
Fountain, Devin Marcus
Frederick, Andrea Hernandez
Frost, David
Fuller, Patricia Lebrun
Fuller, Phyllis W
Gabb, Jade Patrick
Gates, Carter Nathaniel
George, Charlie S
Goulart, Naomi Howard
Goyne, Harley Perrin
Grayson, Sarah L
Green, Demetries Lashawn
Hamilton, Christina Sanford
Hanemann, Jason Kyle
Hester III, Eugene Lavary
Hill, Mary E
Holley, Anthony Napoleon
Holloway, Cora Kamats
Holt, William Harrison
Honeycutt, Holly Laine
Hopkins, Tommy Wayne
Horton, Rodney E
House, Melissa
Hutcherson, Kenyanna
Irvin Jr, James K
Jackson, Carolyn Denise
Jackson, Rashawn Deontre
James, Shadonna Dontuell
Jenkins, Jacqueline A
Jiles, Kimberly Attebury
Johnson, Bertina Nicole
Johnson, Jacquelyn Elaine
Johnson, Ladeacha T
Johnson, Roshonda Latrice
Johnson, William S
Joiner, Rebecca Anne
Jones, Latrice Lasha
Jones, Laura Frances
Jones, Paula Johnson
Jones, Sylvia Denise
Jones, Zakiya Monique
Jordan, Jimmy D
Kaufman, Karen Nan
Kendrix, Freddriko Renee
Kindrix, Rebecca Bowlin
King, Linda Gills
Lankford, Cassie D
Latchison, Jonny Ray
Littleton, Stephanie L
Madison, Joan M
Massey, Robbie Spencer
McCarthy, Katrina F
McGee, Danna Larie
McGee, Faith Monae
McGee, Sandra Irene
McGinn, Alvin Joey
McLachlan, Timothy Clyde
McMilleon, William Blake
McQuillin, Benjamin Michael
Mewborn, Michael Lynn
Meyer, Randy R
Miller I, Ethan Cole
Mitchell, Staci Albritton
Mizell, Samuel Wayne
Mizell, Sherry L
Mock, Courtney
Moore, Jacqueline S
Moore, Roy Bryan
Moses, Carolyn V
Murphy Jr, Glenn T
Murphy, Phyllis Neely
Murray, Gentry Lynn
Norris, Kimberly Margaret
North, Georgiana Lee
Olin, William Y
Oubre, Melissa Dortch

Parker Jr, Perry C
Pasceri, Christine
Passon, Brooke
Phillips, Courtney Brooke
Poe, Kasaunta M
Price, Loronzo Michail
Ramsey, Regina J
Reese, Margaret Ann
Rendon, Phillip A
Restrepo, Alba
Riser Jr, Henry Atwood
Roark, Kevin Lee
Robinson, Daryl D
Robinson, Nakeita Denielle
Rogers, Bernard B
Russell, Cory Dean
Sanderson, Timothy B
Schiele, Edward Lyle
Scott, Regina Angelee
Shadic, James Franklin
Shawn, Tashula Iann
Sheptock, Myron L
Shields, Sarah Bolton
Simons, Donald Neal
Simpson, Cierra
Simpson, Erin McCown
Simpson Jr, Jerry Wayne
Smith, Amanda Jackson
Smith, Arielle Vichell
Smith, Deangelo Durrell
Snider, Erica Dawn
Sparks, Jennifer Powell
Staggs, Andrew Joel
Stennett, George Arnold
Styron, Sandra Johnson
Taylor, Stephanie Delyte
Thomas, Djuan Rochelle
Thompson, Anna Marie
Thompson, Chalica C
Thompson, Larry G
Thornhill, Jeremy L
Tolar, Joshua Phillip
Upton, Marilyn Lee
Urbanczyk, Heaven Leigh Nicole
Waldrop, Lisa P
Walker, Beverly Sue
Walker, Thomas R
Wallace, Laquarius Dekena
Walton, Keith O
White Jr, Travis L
Whitmire, Teresa Anne
Wiebe, Nicki Rena
Williams, Emily Kate
Williams, Janiyah Janell
Williams, Jonathan Ross
Williams, Paul W
Williams, Randy
Winn, Torranna Rena
Womack, Samantha Lynn
Wrinkle, Debra R
Wyatt, Linda J
Zachry, Tammy B

The slips containing the names of persons listed were then placed in a 
separate envelope, which was sealed and the words “TWO” written there-
on and placed in said box labeled “JURY BOX.” The Jury Box and General 
Venire Box were then locked and sealed and delivered to the custody of the 
Clerk of said Court, subject to the orders of Court. 

In testimony all of which we hereunto subscribe our names on this the 
3rd day of FEBRUARY, 2025, at Monroe, Louisiana. SARAH CALHOUN 
ALLBRITTON, HERBERT D. GUILLORY, PAMELA HIGGINS SAULS-
BERRY, SAM O. HENRY IV

I, Dana Benson, Clerk of Court, hereby certify that all of the members of 
the Jury Commission were duly summoned to attend this meeting as will 
appear from the Sheriff ’s returns endorsed on said summons, as on file in 
my office.

Dana Benson, Clerk of Court
2.13 | COST: $165
__________________________________________________

Nominate an 
outstanding 
volunteer

in your community

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

BILLY NUNGESSER

VolunteerLouisiana.gov



GOOD FIREWOOD! 
FREE DELIVERY IF 
NOT TOO FAR!!!  ½ 

CORD $200, FULL CORD 
$400 - Call JAMES EL-

LARD   318-789-5152
2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27

Advertising
Looking to promote your 

services or find a new hire? 
Deliver your classified mes-
sage statewide for as little as 
$265 per week through the 

Louisiana Press Association’s 
Classified Network. Pre-pay-

ment required. To learn 
more, email advertising@

lapress.com or call 225-344-
9309. 

Online Auction
Government & contractor 
surplus.  Feb. 17th – 19th.  

Items located in LA, MS, FL.  
Over 500 items.  For auction 
catalog:  www.JJMerchant.

com  601-274-3388  

Miscellaneous 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS!   No repairs. No fuss. Any 

condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling 

Liz Buys Houses:      1-833-
532-3805.  

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 

receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 

at 1-844-742-5188 today! 

Health and Wellness​
 MobileHelp, America’s Pre-
mier Mobile Medical Alert 

System. Whether You’re 
Home or Away. For Safe-
ty and Peace of Mind. No 

Long Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

411-0949 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Cover-
age for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 

Kit with all the details! 
1-855-268-0108 www.

dental50plus.com/morning 
#6258 

Home and Garden
Eliminate gutter cleaning 

forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter esti-

mate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 

1-866-846-0785 

Home Improvement
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material…steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last 

a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer.  Up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
582-6043

Prepare for power outages 
with Briggs & Stratton® 

PowerProtect (TM) standby 
generators - the most power-
ful home standby generators 
available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty - 7 
years ($849 value.) Proud-
ly made in the U.S.A. Call 

Briggs & Stratton 1-844-512-
5930. 

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 

Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and 

No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 

BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 

materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 

Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-866-806-5009 

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 

purchase. Call 1-844-335-
2962 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-

tor. It’s a power move. 

Home Services​
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 

roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your first three months 

of Max, Paramount+, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and 

Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-734-0452 

Dish Network: Get DISH 
Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 

Call Today! 1-855-654-8207 

Medical Equipment ​
Don’t let the stairs limit 

your mobility! Discover the 
ideal solution for anyone 

who struggles on the stairs, 

is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 

AmeriGlide today!  1-844-
855-4978 

Budget Build
Home Center

(318) 757-8482
Mini Excavator, Trencher, Log Splitter, Pressure Washers, 
Trash Pump, Sheetrock Lift, Drain Rooters, Jack Hammer,

Cement Mixer, Hammer Drills, House Jacks,
Metal Brake, AND MUCH MORE.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! We Deliver!
Equipment list & pricing: Budgetbuild.us
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FOR LEASE! 

Coulter Industrial Park — 
Bastrop, LA 11,250 sf  

Hangar-Warehouse w/30ft 
ceilings 2,044sf  Dorm-Office 

furnished. Call Ryan at
318-345-3450

4/4/19

FOR RENT!  3 bedroom-2 
bath and 2 bedroom -2 bath 
-fenced in back yard; –NO 

PETS!  Criminal background 
check required! West Monroe

Call 318-801-1489 
or 318-801-1734 

4/4 thru 4/25

FOR SALE! 4 PLOTS @ 
HASLEY CEMETERY 

West Monroe $600 each. 
Call 387-4701. 
4/4 thru 4/25

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE 
in West Monroe. 16x80. To be 
moved. Perfect condition, 3/2. 
Clean, 2006 model. $18,000. 

Call 376-1293.

OWN YOUR OWN HOME 
for $15,000. To be moved. 

Located at 968 Wallace Dean 
Road, West Monroe. 16x80. 
Perfect condition & porch 
included. Call 376-1293.

ANTIQUE VANITY 
DRESSER, 1920-1940 

Chippendale style in great 
condition! 74 ¼” high at top 
of mirror, 48” wide, 19” deep. 

Located in West Ouachita. 
$195. Call 318-325-4743 

3/28 thru 4/11

STEEL BUILDINGS. 
$5,000-$1,000,000. Utility, 
Garages, Warehouses, Man-
ufactured buildings or other. 

Old inventory discounted. 
Erection available. www.sun-

wardsteel.com. 800-964-8335 
(Alexander).

EXPERIENCED CERTI-
FIED CNA part-time needed 
in Bastrop to help with elderly 

lady. Please call 323-6361.

SPECIAL FINANCING on 
New Mobile Homes. Ask for 

DOBIE, 800-748-9056.

NEW 28X56, 3 bedroom 
2 bath, large bedrooms. 

$57,907. ASK FOR DOBIE, 
800-748-9056.

NEW BUCCANEER  28x72, 
4 bedroom 2 Baths. Living 

Room/Den $66,995. Ask for 
DOBIE, 800-748-9056.

FRANKLIN 32x64, 3 bed-
room 2 bath. Tape & Texture. 
Loaded up, $77,900. Ask for 

DOBIE, 800-748-9056.

AREA RUGS $39.95 & UP. 
TREASURES FLEA MAR-

KET, 4340 Front Street, 
Winnsboro.

TWO GREAT FLEA  
MARKETS, ONE GREAT 
LOCATION. Over 35,000 
sq. ft. 50+ vendors indoors. 
Vendor space available. 9-5 

Monday-Saturday. 4340-4350 
Front St. Winnsboro. 

435-9979

FURNITURE, Books, rugs, 
pictures, glassware, collect-

ibles, oil lamps and oil, 
jewelry, Rada knives, pots, 
pans, bamboo sheets, and 

more. Monday 9-4:30. 
Treasures Flea Market, 

4340 Front St., Winnsboro. 
318-435-9979 tfn

Adoption        
PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 
first. Living expenses, hous-
ing, medical, and continued 
support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your choice. 
Call 24/7. 1-855-780-8359 

(LA-SCAN)
 

Attorneys       
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL 

SECURITY DISABILITY or 
Appealing a Denied Claim? 

Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., So-
cial Security Disability Attor-
neys, 1-844-883-2045 FREE 

Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. (TX/NM Bar)] 

(LA-SCAN)
 

Education      
AIRLINE MECHANIC 

TRAINING Get FAA cer-
tification. No High School 

Diploma or GED-We can help. 
Approved for military benefits. 
Financial aid if qualified. Job 

placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-

nance. 877-902-6315 (LA-
SCAN)

 
HEALTHCARE CAREER 

TRAINING ONLINE. Start a 
New Career in Medical Billing 

& Coding. Medical Admin-
istrative Assistant. To learn 
more, call Ultimate Medical 
Academy. 1-855-400-1967 

(LA-SCAN)
 

Employment  
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 

manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 

Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-866-593-1462 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/la-

press (LA-SCAN)
 

Financial Services    
Financial Benefits for those 

facing serious illness. You may 
qualify for a Living Benefit 

Loan today (up to 50 percent 
of your Life Insurance Policy 

Death Benefit.) Free Informa-
tion. CALL 1-844-297-7783 

(LA-SCAN)
 

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe. A+ 

BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 1-855-419-8260 (LA-

SCAN)
 

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 

MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Threatened 

with FORECLOSURE? Call 
the Homeowner’s Relief Line 

now for Help! 1-866-470-1641 
(LA-SCAN)

 

For Sale         
ASSUME PAYMENT, 
GOOD CREDIT, BAD 

CREDIT, NO CREDIT, NO 
PROBLEM! Singles and Dou-

blewides! Equity Programs 
Available. For More Infor-
mation Call 337-948-0925 

(LA-SCAN)
 

DIRECTV & AT&T 155 Chan-
nels & 1000s of Shows/Movies 

On Demand (w/SELECT 
Package.) AT&T Internet 99 
Percent Reliability. Unlimit-
ed Texts to 120 Countries w/
AT&T Wireless. Call 4 FREE 
Quote- 1-866-734-0452 (LA-

SCAN)
  

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 
DOWN* with AT&T Next® 
and AT&T Next Every Year? 
$250 Gift Card for Switch-
ing to AT&T! (*Requires 

well-qualified credit. Limits & 

restrictions apply.) 1-844-334-
8365 (LA-SCAN)

 
HUGHESNET SATEL-

LITE INTERNET - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/month! 
Get More Data FREE Off-

Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. Wi-Fi built in! FREE 

Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 
1-844-253-8788 (LA-SCAN)

 
SPECTRUM TRIPLE 

PLAY! TV, Internet & Voice 
for $29.99 each. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or 

commitment. More Channels. 
Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-844-669-6795 

(LA-SCAN)
 

VIASAT SATELLITE 
INTERNET Up to 12 Mbps 

Plans Starting at $30/month. 
Our Fastest Speeds (up to 

50 Mbps) & Unlimited Data 
Plans Start at $100/month. 

Call Viasat today! 1-855-801-
0860 (LA-SCAN)

 

Health & Wellness 
Attention: Oxygen Users! 

Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! No 

more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 

Call the Oxygen Concentrator 
Store: 855-382-4168 (LA-

SCAN)
 

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 + 
FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-855-

403-6345 (LA-SCAN)
 

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER! Help 
United Breast Foundation 

education, prevention, & sup-
port programs. FAST FREE 

PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 1-844-

898-5943 (LA-SCAN)
 

Have a CPAP machine for 
SLEEP APNEA? Get replace-

ment FDA approved CPAP 
machine parts and supplies 

at little or no cost! Free sleep 
guide included! 1-877-830-

2909 (Mon-Fri) (LA-SCAN)
 

START SAVING BIG ON 
MEDICATIONS! Up To 90% 
Savings from 90DAYMEDS! 

Over 3500 Medications Avail-
able! Prescriptions Required. 
Pharmacy Checker Approved. 
CALL Today for Your FREE 
Quote. 1-855-631-6419 (LA-

SCAN)
 

**STOP STRUGGLING ON 
THE STAIRS** Give your life 
a lift with an ACORN STAIR-

LIFT! Call now for $250 
OFF your stairlift purchase 

and FREE DVD & brochure! 
1-866-541-7841 (LA-SCAN)

 
YOUR MEDICATION, 

MADE EASY! PillPack is a 
full-service pharmacy that 

sorts your medication by the 
dose and delivers to your door 

-- For free. Learn more:  
877-811-5046 (LA-SCAN)

 

Home and Garden     
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY ONE DAY 

updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip 

flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 1-855-798-4865 (LA-

SCAN)
 

Home Services          
AT&T INTERNET. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Starting at $40/month 

with 12-month agreement. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 

month. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & service re-
strictions apply. Call us today 
1-866-297-0160 (LA-SCAN)

 
DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 

On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-877-201-3648 (LA-

SCAN)
 

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 
CHANNELS $14.95 High 

Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-

721-4040 (LA-SCAN)
 

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET. As Low As 

$14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High 

Speed Fiber Optic Technolo-
gy. Stream Videos, Music and 

More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-794-6858 (LA-SCAN)

 
SECURE YOUR HOME 
WITH VIVINT SMART 

HOME TECHNOLOGY. Call 
1-888-894-0402 to learn how 

you can get a professionally 
installed security system with 

$0 activation. (LA-SCAN)
 

Insurance      
AUTO INSURANCE START-
ING AT $49/ MONTH! Call 
for your fee rate comparison 

to see how much you can save! 
Call: 844-430-4651 (LA-

SCAN)
 

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 

Company for details. NOT just 
a discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. 1-855-

268-0108 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/morning 

Ad# 6118 (LA-SCAN)
 

WE SHOP; YOU SAVE on 
your Medicare Supplement In-
surance! Call 1-844-318-1309 

today to compare Medicare 
benefits and costs from up to 
20 top-rated carriers. Receive 
the best option for you. (LA-

SCAN)
 

Medical and Dental   
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match 

Guarantee! Prescriptions Re-
quired. CIPA Certified. Over 
1500 medications available. 

CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-877-784-6520 Call 

Now! (LA-SCAN)

 Medical Equipment  
Craftmatic Adjustable Beds 
for less! Up to 50% Off Lead-

ing Competitors. #1 Rated 
Adjustable Bed. Trusted Over 
40 Years. All Mattress Types 

Available. Shop by Phone and 
SAVE! CALL 1-877-852-8167 

(LA-SCAN)
 

Miscellaneous           
DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HER-
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 

CALL 1-844-605-9298 (LA-
SCAN)

 
STUDENT LOAN HELP 
IS HERE! Out of school & 

OVERWHELMED with feder-
al STUDENT LOAN DEBT?  

We may be able to help reduce 
your debt with loan consoli-
dation! Call: 1-877-625-1059 

(LA-SCAN)
 

Personals      
MEET SINGLES RIGHT 

NOW! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 1-866-233-2480 

(LA-SCAN)
 

VIAGRA AND CIALIS 
USERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $Money! 50 Pills for 
$99.00. FREE Shipping! 

100% Guaranteed and 
Discreet. CALL 
1-866-565-8358 

(LA-SCAN)
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$5
ads
CLASSIFIED

Only $5 for 25 words! 
10 cents per additional word.

(2-week minimum if paying with debit/credit card)

Call (318) 396-0602

Buy! Sell! Hire!

($5 for 25 words, for one publication)

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-877-770-STOP

Legal Disclaimer: LA only. 21+. Not available in prohibit-
ed parishes. Licensed through Horseshoe Bossier City and 

Harrah’s New Orleans. New users and first $10+ wager only. 
Must register with eligible promo code. Bet amount of 

qualifying wager returned only if wager is settled as a loss. 
Maximum bet credit $1,250; must be used within 14 days 

of receipt. Tier Credits and Reward Credits will be added to 
account within 7 days after qualifying wager settles. See 

Caesars.com/promos for full terms. Void where prohibited.

Make a wager of at least $50
and earn FIVE $50 BONUS BETS.

BET $50 GET $250

USE CODE: NOLAGETH

PUBLIC NOTICES — Morehouse Parish
PROCÈS VERBAL AND PROCLAMATION OF THE CANVASS OF 

THE VOTES CAST AT THE SPECIAL ELECTION HELD IN BASTROP 
AREA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 2 OF THE PARISH OF 
MOREHOUSE, STATE OF LOUISIANA, ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
7, 2024.

 BE IT KNOWN AND REMEMBERED that on Thursday, December 19, 
2024, at four-thirty o’clock (4:30) p.m., at its regular meeting place, the 
Bastrop Central Fire Station, 717 N. Marable St., Bastrop, Louisiana, the 
Board of Commissioners of Bastrop Area Fire Protection District No. 2 of 
the Parish of Morehouse, State of Louisiana (the “Governing Authority”), 
acting as the governing authority of Bastrop Area Fire Protection District 
No. 2 of the Parish of Morehouse, State of Louisiana (the “District”), and 
being the authority ordering the special election held therein on Saturday, 
December 7, 2024, with the following members present:

James Boyd, Anthony Griffith, Jesse Griggs, Steve Mitcham and Curtis 
Payton;

There being absent:  None;
did, in open and public session, examine the tabulations of votes cast 

at the said election, and did examine and canvass the returns of the said 
election, there having been submitted at said election the following prop-
osition, to wit:

SERVICE CHARGE RENEWAL PROPOSITION
Shall Bastrop Area Fire Protection District No. 2 of the Parish of More-

house, State of Louisiana (the “District”), continue to levy and collect an 
annual service charge of One Hundred and Seventy-Five Dollars ($175) 
on each residential or commercial structure and on each mobile home lo-
cated wholly or partly in the District, whether occupied or unoccupied (an 
estimated $380,000 reasonably expected at this time to be collected from 
the levy of the service charge for one entire year), pursuant to La. R.S. 
40:1502.1, for a period of ten (10) years, beginning with the year 2025 
and ending with the year 2034, inclusive, for the purpose of constructing, 
purchasing, maintaining and operating fire protection equipment and fa-
cilities, title to which shall be in the public, and paying fire department 
salaries?

The canvass of the official result of the election, which are on file with 
the Morehouse Parish Clerk of Court and this governing authority, showed 
that there was a total of 455 votes cast IN FAVOR OF the Proposition and 
a total of 168 votes cast AGAINST the Proposition, and that there was a 
majority of 287 votes cast IN FAVOR of the Proposition as hereinabove 
set forth.

Therefore, the Governing Authority did declare and proclaim and does 
hereby declare and proclaim in open and public session that the Proposi-
tion as hereinabove set forth was duly APPROVED by the qualified elec-
tors voting at the said special election held in the District on Saturday, 
December 7, 2024.

As required by La. R.S. 18:1293, a copy of the Notice of Election and 
proof of publication of the Notice of Election is attached to this Procès 
Verbal.

As required by La. R.S. 18:1292(B)(1), the results of the said special elec-
tion shall be promulgated by publication one time in the District’s official 
journal of this Procès Verbal, however such publication shall not take place 
until the actual cost of the special election, as determined by the Louisiana 
Secretary of State and furnished to the District based upon the provisions 
of Chapter 8-A of the Louisiana Election Code, has been determined and 
can be included in the promulgation of the results of the special election, 
in the manner required by Act No. 205 of 2019.

THUS DONE AND SIGNED at Bastrop, Louisiana, on this, the 19th 
day of December, 2024.

ATTEST:​​​​/s/ James H. Boyd​
​​​​Chairman
​/s/ James H. Boyd​
​Secretary
*     *     *     *     *

PROCLAMATION
I, the undersigned Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, the gov-

erning authority of Bastrop Area Fire Protection District No. 2 of the Par-
ish of Morehouse, State of Louisiana (the “District”), do hereby declare, 
proclaim and announce that the proposition submitted at the special elec-
tion held in the District on Saturday, December 7, 2024, was APPROVED 
by a majority of the votes cast at the said special election, all as described 
and set out in the above Procès Verbal.

THUS DONE AND SIGNED at Bastrop, Louisiana, on this, the 19th 
day of December, 2024.

​​​​/s/ James H. Boyd​
​​​​Chairman
*     *     *     *     *
STATEMENT OF ELECTION COST
As required by La. R.S. 18:1292(B)(2), the actual cost of the aforesaid 

special election as determined by the Louisiana Secretary of State in ac-
cordance with Chapter 8-A of the Louisiana Election Code was $3,274.36.

*     *     *     *     *
NOTE:  EVIDENCE OF PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE OF ELEC-

TION IS NOT BEING PUBLISHED WITH THE FOREGOING ELEC-
TION RESULTS BUT IS ON FILE AT THE BASTROP CENTRAL FIRE 
STATION, 717 N. MARABLE ST., BASTROP, LOUISIANA, AND IS 
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION DURING REGULAR BUSI-
NESS HOURS ON WEEKDAYS.

 February 13, 2025 | $62.50
________________________________________________
Newspaper Legal Notice Publication
​I AM APPLYING to the Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control of the 

State of Louisiana for a permit to sell alcoholic beverages of high and low 
alcohol content at retail in the Parish of Morehouse at the following ad-
dress: DG Louisiana, LLC d/b/a Dollar General Store #31267. 2017 East 
Madison Ave., Bastrop, Louisiana 71220.

/s/Steven R. Deckard, CEO
2.6, 2.13
________________________________________________
Advertisement for Bids
Project No. 2404-60-EN (LCDBG NO. 2000889612)
Owner:
Morehouse Parish Police Jury
Owner
125 E. Madison Avenue​
Address
Bastrop, LA 71220​​
Sealed bids marked “Sealed Bid –Morehouse Parish Police Jury Com-

munity Development Block Grant Project for Fiscal Year 2023 to be fi-
nanced by the State of Louisiana CDBG Program” will be received by the 
Owner for the construction of the project described as follows: FY 2023 
LCDBG STREET IMPROVEMENTS.

Proposals shall be addressed to the Morehouse Parish Police Jury, and 
delivered to theOffice of Police Jury located at (address) 125 E. Madison 
Avenue, Bastrop, LA 71220 not later than 10:00AM (local time), on the 
25th day of February, 2025. Sealed bids to be marked “Sealed Bid –More-
house Parish Police Jury Community Development Block Grant Project for 
Fiscal Year 2023 to be financed by the State of Louisiana CDBG Program” 
Any bid received after the specified time and date will not be considered. 
The sealed bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at 10:00 A.M. (local 
time) on the25th day of February, 2025, at Morehouse Parish Police Jury, 
located at 125 E. Madison Avenue, Bastrop, LA 71220. The information 
for Bidders, Form of Bid Proposal, Form of Contract, Plans, Specifications, 
and Forms of Bid Bond, Performance Bond and Payment Bond, and other 
contract documents may be examined at the following locations:

Morehouse Parish Police Jury​​​Service Group Unlimited, LLC
125 E. Madison Avenue​​​​116 Smelser Road

Bastrop, Louisiana 71220​​​​Monroe, Louisiana 71202
(318) 281-4132​​​​​(318) 331-1171
Copies may be obtained at this office upon payment of a deposit of $ 

150. This deposit will be refunded upon request in accordance with R.S. 
38:2212. A CD of the Plans and Specifications may also be obtained upon 
payment of $25.00 which will be nonrefundable. The Contractor must pay 
shipping costs.

Per L.R.S. 38.2212, the contractor has the option to submit the proposal 
and the bid bond electronically.  Complete Bid Documents for this proj-
ect are available from Central Bidding in electronic form. The contractor 
can register with Central Bidding if willing to do so.  If the contractor has 
any questions regarding this process they can contact Central Bidding at 
(225) 810-4814. Plan holders will be responsible for their own reproduc-
tion costs.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids for just cause; 
such actions will be in

accordance with Title 38 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.
Each bidder must have must have an active Unique Entity ID (SAM), 

as registered and verified on www.sam.gov, prior to the beginning of con-
struction.

Each Bidder must deposit with his/her bid, security in the amount, 
form, and subject to the

conditions provided in the Information for Bidders. Sureties used for 
obtaining bonds must

appear as acceptable on the U. S. Department of Treasury Circular 570.
No bidder may withdraw his/her bid within forty-five (45) days after the 

actual date of the
opening thereof.
The Contractor shall begin mobilization and procurement of materials 

within ten (10) working
days of the receipt of the Notice to Proceed.
The Attention of Bidders is called particularly to the requirements for 

conditions of employment to be observed and minimum wage rates to be 
paid under the Contract, Section 3, Segregated Facilities, Executive Order 
11246, and all applicable laws and regulations of the Federal government 
and State of Louisiana and bonding and insurance requirements.

Equal Opportunity in Employment: All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without regard for race, color, religion, sex, 
or national origin. Bidders on this work will be required to comply with 
the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as amended. The requirements 
for bidders and contractors under this order are explained in the specifi-
cations.

Any person with disabilities requiring special accommodations must 
contact the Morehouse Parish Police Jury of no later than seven (7) days 
prior to bid opening.

IN PARTICULAR, BIDDERS SHOULD NOTE THE REQUIRED AT-
TACHMENTS AND

CERTIFICATIONS TO BE EXECUTED AND SUBMITTED WITH 
THE BID PROPOSAL.

Owner encourages Section 3 and minority owned businesses to submit 
bid proposals.

The Contractor shall be licensed with the Louisiana State Licensing 
Board in:

HIGHWAY, STREET AND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
Project No. ​2404-60-EN​
Estimated Cost: $ 330,210 (LA R.S. 38:2212(H))
January 15, 2025​​​​​​​
Date ​​​​​​Terry Matthews, President
Run in the Legal Notices of the ​Ouachita Citizen
On January 23, January 30, February 6, and February 13, 2025 | $62.50
________________________________________________
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PUBLIC NOTICES — Ouachita Parish
 NOTICE
Parcel No. 49295
​Estate of Woodrow Hogard, Sr. aka Woodrow Hogard aka Woodrow 

Hagard
Estate of Dorothy Newsom Hogard
City of Monroe
THIS NOTICE BY PUBLICATION IS NOTIFICATION THAT YOUR 

RIGHTS OR INTEREST IN THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPER-
TY LOCATED IN MONROE, LOUISIANA MAY BE TERMINATED BY 
OPERATION OF LAW IF YOU DO NOT TAKE FURTHER ACTION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH LAW:

           Parcel # 49295 / 1104 Alabama St. Monroe, LA 71202
           Brief Legal: LOTS 27, 28, 29, & 30 SQ 1 PARLOR CITY RESIDEN-

TIAL RESUB OF SQ 26 TERMINAL HEIGHTS ADDN
 
Tax sale title to the above described property has been sold for failure to 

pay taxes.  You have been identified as a person who may have an interest 
in this property.

Your interest in the property will be terminated if you do not redeem the 
property by making all required payments to the tax collector listed below 
or file a lawsuit in accordance with law within sixty (60) days of the date of 
the first publication of this notice, or the recording of an act transferring 
ownership, if later.

Ouachita Parish Tax Collector                                                                             300 
Saint John Street, Room 102

Monroe, LA 71201
  318-329-1280
 February 13, 2025 | $20.00
________________________________________________
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
SEALED BIDS will be received in the office of the Ouachita Parish Po-

lice Jury in the Ouachita Parish Administrative Building, 100 Bry Street, 
Monroe, Louisiana, on or before 2:00 PM, Thursday, March 13, 2025, and 
that the same will be opened, read aloud and tabulated in the office of 
Ouachita Parish Police Jury, at 2:00 PM, Thursday, March 13, 2025, and 
submitted to the Ouachita Parish Police Jury at its next scheduled meet-
ing, for the purpose of furnishing the following:

Mohawk Drive Improvements
Ouachita Parish Police Jury
L&A, Inc. Project No. 21E028.01
Estimated Probable Construction Cost:  $525,000.00
The Plans, Specifications and Contract Documents shall be examined 

and procured at the office of the Engineer, Lazenby & Associates, Inc., 
Consulting Engineers & Land Surveyors, 2000 North Seventh Street, West 
Monroe, Louisiana 71291.  A deposit of Fifty and No/100 Dollars ($50.00) 
plus shipping and mailing costs will be required for each set of documents.  
In accordance with R.S. 38:2212(D), deposits on the first set of documents 
furnished to bona fide prime bidders will be fully refunded upon return of 
the documents; deposits on any additional sets will be refunded less the 
actual costs of reproduction.  Refunds will be made upon return of the 
documents in good condition within ten days after receipt of bids.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a cashier’s check, certified check or 
acceptable Bid Bond payable to Ouachita Parish Police Jury in the amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total bid amount as a guarantee that, 
if awarded the Contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a contract 
and execute such bonds as may be required.  Each bid shall also be accom-
panied by a Corporate Resolution or written evidence of the authority of 
the person signing the bid for the public work as prescribed by LA R.S. 
38:2212(B)(5).  Electronic bids will be received via www.bidsync.com prior 
to bid closing time.

The successful bidder must submit executed copies of the Non-Collu-
sion Declaration, Attestation Clause, and E-Verify Affidavit within ten (10) 
days of the bid opening.  These items may be submitted with the bid.

The successful Bidder shall be required to furnish a Performance Bond 
for the full amount of the Contract in accordance with Article 5 of the Gen-
eral Conditions.  In addition, the successful Bidder shall be required to fur-
nish a Labor and Material Payment Bond for the Contract in accordance 
with Article 5 of the General Conditions.

 The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids, as provided for in 
LA R.S. 38:2214(B).

 February 10, 2025​   ​​​OWNER: Ouachita Parish Police Jury​​
  Date
   ​​BY:  ​      /s/ Shane Smiley​
​Shane Smiley, President
 Publication Dates:
 February 13, 2025, February 20, 2025, & February 27, 2025 | $33.75
________________________________________________
NOTICE OF FILING OF 1803 ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

FORMULA RATE PLAN ANNUAL REPORT
This notice is given pursuant to Article IV, Section 21, Paragraph (D)

(1) of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 that 1803 Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. (“1803”), who is made up of six (6) member cooperatives, namely Be-
auregard Electric Cooperative, Inc., Claiborne Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
Northeast Louisiana Power Cooperative, Inc., South Louisiana Electric 
Cooperative Association, and Washington-St. Tammany Electric Coop-
erative, Inc., and Pointe Coupee Electric Membership Corporation (col-
lectively, the “1803 Cooperatives” or the “Member Cooperatives”), who 
collectively provide electric service to their respective members in thirty 
two (32) parishes in Louisiana: Allen, Assumption, Beauregard, Bienville, 
Calcasieu, Claiborne, East Carroll, Evangeline, Franklin, Iberville, Jack-
son, Jefferson Davis, Lafourche, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachi-
ta, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Richland, St. Martin, St. Mary, St. Tammany, 
Tangipahoa, Tensas, Terrebonne, Union, Vernon, Washington, Webster, 
West Baton Rouge and West Carroll.  1803 has filed a formula rate plan 
(“FRP”) annual report pursuant to LPSC Docket No. U-36268, which 
could result in a change in rates. Any comments or questions concerning 
this filing may be directed to the Louisiana Public Service Commission at 
(225) 342-4999.  

  February 13, 2025 | $16.25
________________________________________________
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
Pursuant to the provisions of a resolution adopted by the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen of the City of West Monroe, State of Louisiana (the 
“Governing Authority”), acting as the governing authority of the City of 
West Monroe, State of Louisiana (the “City”), on November 12, 2024, NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election will be held within the 
City on SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2025, and that at the said election there 
will be submitted to all registered voters in the City qualified and entitled 
to vote at the said election under the Constitution and Laws of the State of 
Louisiana and the Constitution of the United States, the following prop-
osition, to-wit:

PROPOSITION (MILLAGE)
Shall the City of West Monroe, State of Louisiana (the “City”), levy a spe-

cial tax of 4.50 mills (the “Tax”) on all property subject to taxation in the 
City for a period of 10 years, beginning with the year 2025 and ending with 
the year 2034 (an estimated $820,000 reasonably expected at this time to 
be collected from the levy of the Tax for an entire year), for the purpose of 
paying capital expenditures related to the Fire and Police Departments of 
the City?

The said special election shall be held at the polling places for the follow-
ing precincts, which polls will open at seven o’clock (7:00) a.m. and close 
at eight o’clock (8:00) p.m., in accordance with the provisions of La. R.S. 
18:541, to wit:

PRECINCTS
27(PART)
28
30(PART)
33(PART)
34
35(PART)
37(PART)
42(PART)
43(PART)
44A(PART)
46(PART)
47(PART)
The polling places for the precincts set forth above are hereby designat-

ed as the polling places at which to hold the said election, and the Commis-
sioners-in-Charge and Commissioners, respectively, shall be those persons 
designated according to law.

The estimated cost of this election as determined by the Secretary of 
State based upon the provisions of Chapter 8-A of Title 18 and actual costs 
of similar elections is $40,100.

Notice is further given that a portion of the monies collected from the 
tax described in the Proposition shall be remitted to certain state and 

statewide retirement systems in the manner required by law.
The said special election will be held in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of Chapter 5 and Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the Louisiana Re-
vised Statutes of 1950, as amended, and other constitutional and statutory 
authority, and the officers appointed to hold the said election, as provided 
in this Notice of Special Election, or such substitutes therefor as may be 
selected and designated in accordance with La. R.S. 18:1287, will make due 
returns thereof to said Governing Authority, and NOTICE IS HEREBY 
FURTHER GIVEN that the Governing Authority will meet at its regular 
meeting place, the West Monroe Council Chambers, 2305 N. 7th Street, 
West Monroe, Louisiana, on TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2025, at 6:00 P.M., 
and shall then and there in open and public session proceed to examine 
and canvass the returns and declare the result of the said special election. 
All registered voters of the City are entitled to vote at said special election 
and voting machines will be used.

1.23, 1.30, 2.6 | $41.25
________________________________________________
Rowland Road Mini Storage
172 Rowland Road
Monroe, LA  71203
 Be Advised
Contents of the Storage Units listed
Have been seized for Non-Payment
And will be put up for Auction on
FEBRUARY 15, 2025
On the premises
Of Rowland Road Mini Storage
At 9:00 AM
 Rowland Road Mini Storage reserves the right to accept or reject any or 

all bids that do not satisfy said lien.
 E 24                MATLOCK, REBA
E 03                NOBLIT, STEVEN
D 31               GRIFFIN, JEFFREY
D 23               BURGIN, JEFF
D 10               PAGE, TANJLIA
C 31                BALCH, JESSE
C 22                GREGORY, CAREY
G 35/36        MORRIS, CHASITY
# 32                MAYS, KEISHA 
February 13, 2025 | $17.50
________________________________________________
2016 Taota ATM50-A, vin L9NTEACB3G1050270 (B6690) is being 

stored at Bears Towing of Ouachita, Inc. 2601 US 165 Byp Monroe, La 
71202.  If all  charges are not period and vehicle is not claimed within 15 
days from this date, a Permit to Sell/Dismantle will be obtained.

February 13, 2025, | $17.50
________________________________________________
​EXHIBIT “A”
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
​Pursuant to the provisions of a resolution adopted by the Board of 

Commissioners of East Ouachita Recreation District No. 1 of the Parish 
of Ouachita, State of Louisiana (the “Governing Authority”), acting as the 
governing authority of East Ouachita Recreation District No. 1 of the Par-
ish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana (the “District”) on November 10, 2014, 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election will be held within 
the Parish on SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2025, and that at the said election 
there will be submitted to all registered voters in the District qualified and 
entitled to vote at the said election under the Constitution and Laws of the 
State of Louisiana and the Constitution of the United States, the following 
proposition, towit:

EAST OUACHITA RECREATION DISTRICT PROPOSITION
(MILLAGE RENEWAL)
Shall the East Ouachita Recreation District No. 1, of the Parish of 

Ouachita, State of Louisiana (the “District”), continue to levy a special 
tax of seven and forty-three one-hundredths (7.43) mills on all property 
subject to taxation in said District for a period of ten (10) years, begin-
ning with the year 2026 and ending with the year 2035, for the purpose 
of constructing, improving, maintaining, operating and equipping the rec-
reational facilities of the District, , this being a renewal of an existing tax 
presently authorized through 2025 that is reasonably expected to generate 
$2,299,581 in the first year?

​The said special election will be held at the following polling places situ-
ated within the District, which polls will open at seven o’clock (7:00) a.m., 
and close at eight o’clock (8:00) p.m., in accordance with the provisions of 
La. R.S. 18:541, towit:

POLLING PLACES
​Location | Precinct
01(in part) | Ouachita Christian School, 7065 Hwy 165 N
01A | Ouachita Christian School, 7065 Hwy 165 N
02 | Sterlington Recreation Center, 709 Frances Ave
03(in part) | Jack Hayes Elementary School, 3631 Old Sterlington Rd
04(in part) | Ouachita Christian School, 7065 Hwy 165 N
05(in part) | Osterland Recreation Center, 710 Holland Dr
06 Swartz  | Recreation Center, 701 Lincoln Hill Dr
07(in part) |  Swartz Recreation Center, 701 Lincoln Hill Dr
08(in part) | Louise Williams Library, 140 Bayou Oaks Dr
09 | Ouachita High School, 681 Hwy 594
09A(in part) | Ouachita High School, 681 Hwy 594
61(in part) | American Legion Hall, 401 Forsythe Ave.
66(in part) | Sherrouse School, 300 Sherrouse Ave.
68(in part) | Ouachita Parish Junior High School, 5500 Blanks Ave
69(in part) | Carroll High School, 2939 Renwick St.
70(in part) | Roy Neal Shelling Elementary School, 4200 Elm Street
72(in part) | Roy Neal Shelling Elementary School, 550 Balboa Dr
73(in part) | Cypress Point Elementary School, 6701 Mosswood Drive
75(in part) | St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, 2816 Deborah Drive
76(in part) | Saul Adler Recreation Center, 3900 Westminster Ave.
79(in part) | Roy Neal Shelling Elementary School, 4200 Elm Street
 ​The polling places set forth above are hereby designated as the polling 

places at which to hold the said election and the CommissionersinCharge 
and Commissioners, respectively, shall be those persons designated ac-
cording to law.

​The said special election affects ad valorem taxation and a portion of 
monies collected as a result thereof shall be remitted to certain state and 
statewide retirement systems in the manner required by law.  

​The estimated cost of this election as determined by the Secretary of 
State based upon the provisions of Chapter 8-A of Title 18 and actual costs 
of similar elections is $17,467.  If additional ballot items appear in the pre-
cincts where this proposition is on the ballot, the Parish’s share of the cost 
might be less​

​​The said special election will be held in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of Chapter 5 and Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the Louisiana Re-
vised Statutes of 1950, as amended, and other constitutional and statutory 
authority, and the officers appointed to hold the said election, as provided 
in this Notice of Special Election, or such substitutes therefor as may be 
selected and designated in accordance with La. R.S. 18:1287, will make 
due returns thereof to said Governing Authority, and NOTICE IS HERE-
BY FURTHER GIVEN that the Governing Authority will meet at the 
Osterland Recreation Center, 710 Holland Drive, Monroe, Louisiana, on 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2025, at 12:00 O’CLOCK NOON (12:00) P.M. 
and shall then and there in open and public session proceed to examine 
and canvass the returns and declare the result of the said special election.  
All registered voters of the Parish are entitled to vote at said special elec-
tion and voting machines will be used.

​THUS DONE AND SIGNED at Monroe, Louisiana, on this, the 7th day 
of November, 2024.

ATTEST:
​/s/ Rick Grimmett__                                  
​President
/s/ Delia Sivils _​                                    
Recording Secretary
*  *  *
2.13, 2.20, 2.27, 3.6 | $61.25
________________________________________________
LEGAL NOTICE
Anyone knowing the whereabouts of Kevin D. McClain 
aka Kevin DeWayne McClain, former residence address,  
137 Baby Bee Lane, Monroe, Louisiana 71203; 
please contact the following Court Appointed Curator Ad Hoc 
for  Kevin DeWayne McClain :
Chester A. Bradley, III
Attorney At Law
P.O. Box 2689
Monroe, Louisiana 71207-2689
Telephone#      (318) 388-3401
Cell Telephone (318)-614-8214

Email Address: chesterbradleylaw@att.net
2.6, 2.13 
________________________________________________
PUBLIC NOTICE
 The Ouachita Parish Police Jury will hold a Public Hearing at 5:30 

p.m. on February 18, 2025 concerning proposed Ordinance No. 9509, “An 
Ordinance revoking a right-of-way running northerly from VFW Road a 
distance of approximately 280’ to Cheniere Lake” said hearing to be held 
in the Police Jury meeting room in the Ouachita Parish Police Jury Admin-
istrative Building, 100 Bry Street, Monroe, LA 71201.

 All interested parties are urged to attend.
 Karen Cupit
Recording Secretary
 Publication Dates:
February 13, 2025 | $10.00
________________________________________________
​NOTICE TO BIDDERS
 SEALED BIDS will be received by the Ouachita Parish Police Jury in 

the Administration Building, 100 Bry St., Monroe, Louisiana 71201, on 
or before two-thirty (2:30) PM, Tuesday, February 25, 2025, and that the 
same will be opened, read aloud and tabulated in the office of Ouachita 
Parish Police Jury, at two-thirty (2:30) PM, February 25, 2025, and sub-
mitted to the Ouachita Parish Police Jury at its next scheduled meeting for 
the purpose of furnishing the following:

 FIREFIGHTER HELMETS
 Complete specifications on the above item(s) are on file with and may be 

obtained from Lushonnoh Matthews, Purchasing Manager, Ouachita Par-
ish Police Jury, Purchasing Department, 100 Bry St., Monroe, LA.  Bidders 
must note on the sealed envelope containing the bid: “SEALED BID” and 
the APPROPRIATE BID NUMBER.

Bids are accepted electronically on BidNet Direct at www.bidnetdirect.
com//ouachitaparishpolicejury .

THE OUACHITA PARISH POLICE JURY RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

OUACHITA PARISH POLICE JURY
Publication Dates:
February 6, 2025
February 13, 2025 | $16.25
________________________________________________
​NOTICE TO BIDDERS
 SEALED BIDS will be received by the Ouachita Parish Police Jury in 

the Administration Building, 100 Bry St., Monroe, Louisiana 71201, on or 
before two (2:00) PM, Tuesday, February 25, 2025, and that the same will 
be opened, read aloud and tabulated in the office of Ouachita Parish Police 
Jury, at two o’clock (2:00) PM, February 25, 2025, and submitted to the 
Ouachita Parish Police Jury at its next scheduled meeting for the purpose 
of furnishing the following:

 2025 MODEL YEAR OR NEWER
TRI-AXLE DUMP TRUCK
 Complete specifications on the above item(s) are on file with and may be 

obtained from Lushonnoh Matthews, Purchasing Manager, Ouachita Par-
ish Police Jury, Purchasing Department, 100 Bry St., Monroe, LA.  Bidders 
must note on the sealed envelope containing the bid: “SEALED BID” and 
the APPROPRIATE BID NUMBER.

Bids are accepted electronically on BidNet Direct at www.bidnetdirect.
com//ouachitaparishpolicejury .

THE OUACHITA PARISH POLICE JURY RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

OUACHITA PARISH POLICE JURY
Publication Dates:
February 6, 2025
February 13, 2025  | $17.50
________________________________________________
​NOTICE TO BIDDERS
 SEALED BIDS will be received by the Ouachita Parish Police Jury in 

the Administration Building, 100 Bry St., Monroe, Louisiana 71201, on or 
before two (2:00) PM, Tuesday, February 25, 2025, and that the same will 
be opened, read aloud and tabulated in the office of Ouachita Parish Police 
Jury, at two o’clock (2:00) PM, February 25, 2025, and submitted to the 
Ouachita Parish Police Jury at its next scheduled meeting for the purpose 
of furnishing the following:

 2025 MODEL YEAR OR NEWER
TANDEM AXLE DUMP TURCK
 Complete specifications on the above item(s) are on file with and may be 

obtained from Lushonnoh Matthews, Purchasing Manager, Ouachita Par-
ish Police Jury, Purchasing Department, 100 Bry St., Monroe, LA.  Bidders 
must note on the sealed envelope containing the bid: “SEALED BID” and 
the APPROPRIATE BID NUMBER.

Bids are accepted electronically on BidNet Direct at www.bidnetdirect.
com//ouachitaparishpolicejury .

THE OUACHITA PARISH POLICE JURY RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

OUACHITA PARISH POLICE JURY
Publication Dates:
February 6, 2025
February 13, 2025 | $17.50
________________________________________________
2021 Chongqing Huansond Indust Motorcycle, vinLWGPCMLC-

8MA2A3510 (B6668) is being stored at Bears Towing of Ouachita Inc. 
2601 US 165 Byp Monroe, La 71202. If all charges are not paid and vehicle 
is not claimed within 15 days from this date, a Permit to Sell/Dismantle 
will be obtained.

2.6, 2.13
________________________________________________
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO INTRODUCE LOCAL BILL
Public notice is hereby given, in compliance with Section 13, Article III 

of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, that there will be introduced at the 
forthcoming regular session of the Legislature of Louisiana to be convened 
on Monday, April 14, 2025, an act to amend and reenact R.S. 33:2740.45, 
to increase the maximum allowable millage rate in any ward of Morehouse 
Parish for special cemetery taxes to three mills; to allow the proceeds of 
such taxes to be used for the acquisition, improvement, maintenance and 
upkeep of public cemeteries located in such wards; to allow any unexpend-
ed proceeds from previous years’ taxes to be expended for the aforesaid 
purposes; and to provide for related matters.

2.6, 2.13 | $10 
________________________________________________
BID NOTICE 
Sealed bids will be received by the Child Nutrition Director, Ouachita 

Parish School Board, 920 Thomas Road, West Monroe, LA  71292, or P.O. 
Box 2957, West Monroe, LA 71294 until 10:00 A.M. C.S.T. Friday Febru-
ary 21, 2025.  Beginning at 10:00 A.M. bids will be will be publicly opened:

RFP FS1-26 CNPC USDA Commodity Processing Proposal
Bid information can be obtained from Ouachita Parish System, Child 

Nutrition Program Director, Jo Lynne Correro, 920 Thomas Road, West 
Monroe, LA 71292, phone 318-398-1990; email: correro@opsb.net. This 
is a Request for Proposal.  Award will be based on the highest overall score 
to the most qualified responsive bidder. The OPSB Child Nutrition Ser-
vices reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids as prescribed by Stat-
ute. 

Ouachita Parish School Board is an equal opportunity provider and em-
ployer. 

Bidders also have the option to submit bids electronically.  To submit a 
bid electronically, bidders   must   register at Central Bidding by visiting 
either https://www.centralbidding.com or https://www.centralauction-
house.com .    For technical questions relating to the electronic bidding 
process for Central Bidding call Support 833.412.5717.  Fees to submit 
electronically may apply.  Payments of fees are the responsibility of the 
bidder.  Submission of an electronic bid requires an electronic bid bond 
and a digital signature.

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD
Tommy Comeaux, President
ATTEST: Todd Guice
Secretary
Publish Ouachita Citizen
Date:  ​January 30, 2025
​February 6, 2025
​February 13, 2025 | $22.50
________________________________________________
WEST MONROE PLANNING COMMISSION
2305 North 7th Street, West Monroe, LA  71291
 West Monroe Planning Commission
PUBLIC NOTICE
 NOTICE is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the City of 



(Continued to Page 9B)

(Continued from Page 8B)

PUBLIC NOTICES — Ouachita Parish
Thursday, February 13, 2025  •  9Bwww.ouachitacitizen.comThe Ouachita Citizen

West Monroe will meet in legal session on Monday, February 17, 2025, at 
5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at West Monroe City Hall, 2305 North 
7th Street, West Monroe, Louisiana, to review the following:

SUB-24-55000003 by Thomas J. Smith III for property located 3617 
& 3619 Cypress Street (Parcel #35123).  Requesting Subdivision Review 
for Resub Division of Lot 1 and a portion of Lot 3 of McCoy’s Subdivision 
per West Monroe Code of Ordinances Section 12-2001. This application 
was TABLED at the January 22, 2025 meeting and will be heard at the 
February 17, 2025.  

 If you need special assistance, please contact Jonathan Kaufman, Build-
ing & Development Director, at 318-396-2600, and describe the assistance 
that is necessary.

The public is invited to attend.
 Run Date:  1-30-2025, 2-6-2025, & 2-13-2025 | $15.00
________________________________________________
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
 SEALED BIDs will be received in the office of Lazenby & Associates, 

Inc., 2000 North 7th Street, West Monroe, Louisiana, on or before 2:30 
PM, February 25, 2025 and that the same will be opened, read aloud and 
tabulated in the office of Lazenby & Associates, Inc., at 2:30 PM, February 
25, 2025 and submitted to the Greater Ouachita Port Commission at its 
next scheduled meeting, for the purpose of furnishing the following:

 Loaded Container Handler Equipment Procurement
Greater Ouachita Port Commission
L&A, Inc. Project No. 03E089.23
Estimated Probable Construction Cost:  $950,000
 Each bid shall be signed by an officer or member of the bidding vendor 

who is authorized to legally bind the bidder to the terms of this public bid. 
Bidding Documents including this advertisement will be published elec-
tronically via www.QuestCDN.com.  Electronic bids may be received via 
www.QuestCDN.com prior to bid closing time. Quest Number: 9515187.

 It is understood and agreed that the Bidder, if awarded the subject con-
tract, will protect, defend and hold harmless the Greater Ouachita Port 
Commission, its members, agents, and employees, from any claims, suits, 
or demands. This includes demand for payment for the use of any trade 
secret that may enter into the design, manufacture, or use of the item or 
services contracted for. Including any material, device, article or process 
the use or which is substantially important to the proper and most effec-
tive use of the items or services contracted for. Bidder further agrees to in-
demnify in full the Greater Ouachita Port Commission, its members, em-
ployees and agents for any amounts which they may be required to expend 
in the defense of such claims, suits of demands, or in settlement thereof, 
or in satisfaction of any judgement, award or decree resulting therefrom.

 Bidder agrees, if awarded the subject contract, to protect, defend and 
hold harmless the Greater Ouachita Port Commission, its members, 
agents and employees, from any claims, demands or suits of any nature 
arising from or in any way connected with injury or damage to person, 
property, business or reputation, sustained by reason of any of the acts of 
the Bidder, his agents, employees, successors or assigns, or of anyone from 
whom Bidder is legally responsible.

 Bidder, by submitting a proposal in response to this invitation, agrees to 
be bound by each of the terms and conditions hereof. Also, bidder agrees 
that said terms and conditions constitute the terms of the contract be-
tween the Greater Ouachita Port Commission and Bidder, effective upon 
award of the contract by the Greater Ouachita Port Commission.

 The Greater Ouachita Port Commission reserves the right to reject any 
or all bids for just cause as provided for in LA R.S. 38:2214 (B).

 No bonds are required for this bid (Bid, Performance & Payment, etc.).
 Purchases for this project shall be exempt from state sales and use 

tax according to LA R.S. 47:301 (8)(c)(i). The successful bidder shall be 
granted the tax-exempt status of the Greater Ouachita Port Commission 
via Form R-1020, Designation of Construction Contractor as Agent of a 
Government Entity Sales Tax Exemption Certificate.

 December 1, 2024   ​​​           OWNER: Greater Ouachita Port Commission​
 Date
 ​​BY:  ​/s/ Ricky Guillot​      
​​Ricky Guillot, President
Publication Dates:
 February 6, 2025, & February 13, 2025 | $38.75
________________________________________________
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS will be received by the Ouachita Parish Police Jury in the 

Police Jury Meeting Room at 100 Bry Street, Monroe, Louisiana  71201, 
on or before two (2:00) PM, Thursday, February 27, 2025, and that the 
same will be opened, read aloud and tabulated in the office of the Ouachita 
Parish Police Jury at two (2:00) o’clock  PM, Thursday, February 27, 2025 
and submitted to the Ouachita Parish Police Jury at a scheduled meeting 
for the purpose of furnishing the following:

Ouachita Parish Health Clinic Renovation
Complete Bidding Documents for this project are being distributed in 

electronic form on behalf of the Owner by Centerline BidConnect. They 
may be obtained without charge and without deposit from the Public Plan 
Room at www.centerlinebidconnect.com. Printed copies are not available 
from the Owner or Designer but arrangements can be made to obtain them 
through most reprographic firms. Plan holders are responsible for their 
own reproduction costs. Questions about this procedure shall be directed 
to: Centerline - Phone: 504-291-5738, Email: bidconnect@centerline.co.

LAND 3 ARCHITECT INC​PH:      318 – 348-9753
1900 Stubbs Avenue, Suite A​Bill@Land3.com
Monroe, Louisiana 71201-5752​
Electronic bids can be submitted at to www.bidnetdirect.com//ouachi-

taparishpolicejury prior to bid closing time. Contractors/Vendors do not 
pay to register, receive notifications, or submit solicitation responses.   
Please contact me if you have any questions.

There will be a MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 AM on 
Friday February 14, 2025 at 10:00 AM at the project site at 701 St. John 
Street, Monroe LA, 71201. Bids shall only be accepted from Contractors 
who attend this meeting.

All bids must be accompanied by bid security equal to five percent (5%) 
of the base bid and all alternates, and must be in the form of a certified 
check, cashier’s check or bid bond written by a company licensed to do 
business in Louisiana, countersigned by a person who is under contract 
with the surety company or bond issuer as a licensed agent in this State 
and who is residing in this State.  No Bid Bond indicating an obligation of 
less than five percent (5%) by any method is acceptable.

The Successful Bidder will be required to furnish a performance and 
payment bond written by a company licensed to do business in Louisiana, 
and shall be countersigned by a person who is contracted with the surety 
company or bond issuer as agent of the company or issuer, and who is li-
censed as an insurance agent in this State and who is residing in this State, 
in an amount equal to 100% of the contract amount.

Bids shall be accepted from Contractors who are licensed under LA. 
R.S. 37:2150-2192 for the classification of  Building Construction.   Bid-
der is required to comply with provisions and requirements of LA R.S. 
38:2212(B)(5). No bid may be withdrawn for a period of forty-five (45) 
days after receipt of bids, except under the provisions of LA. R.S. 38:2214.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids for just cause. In 
accordance with La. R.S. 38:2212(B)(1), the provisions and requirements 
of this Section; and those stated in the bidding documents shall not be 
waived by any entity.

OUACHITA PARISH POLICE JURY
Publication Dates:
January 30, 2025
January 6, 2025
January 13, 2025| $38.75
________________________________________________
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
 Monroe Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for the VARIOUS 

LAWN CONTRACTS.  Bids will be accepted until 2:00 PM, Tuesday, 
February 25, 2025, at the office of the Monroe Housing Authority in the 
Boardroom, located at 300 Harrison Street, Monroe, Louisiana 71201. 
Bids will be opened and read aloud at that time.  

 There will be a PRE-BID AT 1:00 pm, Wednesday February 5, 2025, at 
the office of the Monroe Housing Authority in the Boardroom, located at 
300 Harrison Street, Monroe, Louisiana 71201.

 ANY PERSON REQUIRING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION SHALL 
NOTIFY MONROE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TYPE(S) OF AC-
COMMODATION REQUIRED NO LESS THAN SEVEN (7) DAYS BE-
FORE THE BID OPENING.

 Complete bidding documents for this project are available in electronic 
form to bonafide prime bidders. They may be obtained without charge and 
without deposit from Monroe Housing Authority; e-mail request to jen-
kinsk@monroeha.com. Printed copies are not available, but arrangements 
can be made to obtain them through most reprographic firms.  

 No bid may be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days after receipt 

of bids.  Monroe Housing Authority reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids for just cause per State Public Bid Law or to waive any informality in 
the bidding.

 Date:  January 24, 2025​          Monroe Housing Authority ​By: William 
V. Smart, Executive Director

 Run:
1/30
2/6
2/13
2/20| $21.25
________________________________________________
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Monroe Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for the 901 Standifer 

Burn Unit. Bids will be accepted until 2:00 PM, Thursday, February 27th, 
2025, at the office of the Monroe Housing Authority in the Boardroom, 
located at 300 Harrison Street, Monroe, Louisiana 71201. Bids will be 
opened and read aloud at that time.

ANY PERSON REQUIRING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION SHALL 
NOTIFY MONROE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TYPE(S) OF AC-
COMMODATION REQUIRED NO LESS THAN SEVEN (7) DAYS BE-
FORE THE BID OPENING.

Complete bidding documents for this project are available in electronic 
form to bonafide prime bidders. They may be obtained without charge and 
without deposit from Monroe Housing Authority; e-mail request to fru-
geh@monroeha.com. Printed copies are not available, but arrangements 
can be made to obtain them through most reprographic firms.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days after receipt of 
bids. Monroe Housing Authority reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
for just cause per State Public Bid Law or to waive any informality in the 
bidding.

Date: January 24, 2025 Monroe Housing Authority By: William V. 
Smart, Executive Director

Run: 1.30 2.6 2.13 | $16.25
________________________________________________
The Coalition for Safe Affordable Housing (COSAH) is taking applica-

tions from parties interested in potential funding for the provision of rent-
al assistance, and/or for the development of affordable housing in North 
/ Central Louisiana. Interested applicants must submit a resume demon-
strating experience, financial capacity, and a business plan for use of the 
funding.  For affordable housing requests, they must provide a 15-year pro 
forma and sources and uses for the proposed development; provide project 
site information, including proposed site plan and unit counts.  Sites must 
be located in a low-income census tract or federal equivalent.  Interested 
parties may not participate if they have had any state or federal compliance 
violations.  The application deadline is February 28, 2025.  Mail 3 hard 
copies to COSAH 2916 Cypress Street, Suite 2 Mail Stop 153, West Monroe 
LA 71291

 Run: 1.30 2.6 2.13 | $11.25
________________________________________________
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids will be received by the Ouachita Parish School Board, 1600 

N. 7th Street, West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 until 2 P.M., March 10, 2025
For: West Monroe High School Football Turf Replacement Project
201 Riggs St.
West Monroe, LA 71291 Ouachita Parish School System
BID NUMBER: 19-25 – WMHS Football Field Renovations
Complete Bidding Documents for this project are available in electronic 

form.
and without deposit from www.centralbidding.com. Printed copies are 

not available from the Engineer, but arrangements can be made to obtain 
them through most reprographic firms. Plan holders are responsible for 
their own reproduction costs. Questions about this procedure shall be di-
rected to the Engineer at

Simpson Sports Engineering, LLC
4241 Little Farms Drive
Zachary, LA 70791
Telephone: (225) 235-9638
E-mail: dsimpson@simpsonsportseng.com
All bids must be accompanied by bid security equal to five percent (5%) 

of the base bid and all additive alternates, and must be in the form of a cer-
tified check, cashier’s check or bid bond written by a company licensed to 
do business in Louisiana, countersigned by a person who is under contract 
with the surety company or bond issuer as a licensed agent in this State 
and who is residing in this state. No Bid Bond indicating an obligation of 
less than five percent (5%) by any method is acceptable. Contractors have 
the option of submitting bids electronically at www.centralauctionhouse.
com or www.centralbidding in lieu of sealed bids.

Bids shall be accepted from Contractors who are licensed under LA. R.S. 
37:2150-2192 for the classification of Building Construction. Bidder is re-
quired to comply with provisions and requirements of LA R.S. 38:2212(B)
(5). No bid may be withdrawn except under the provisions of LA. R.S. 
38:2214.

The successful Bidder will be required to furnish a performance and 
payment bond written by a company licensed to do business in Louisiana, 
and shall be countersigned by a person who is contracted with the surety 
company or bond issuer as agent of the company or issuer, and who is li-
censed as an insurance agent in this State, and who is residing in this State, 
in an amount equal to the 100% of the contract amount.

A mandatory pre-bid conference will be held February 20 at 11:00 A.M., 
beginning at the football field at West Monroe High School, West Monroe, 
LA 71291 campus. Bids shall be accepted only from Contractors who at-
tend the Pre-bid Conference in its entirety.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids for just cause. In 
accordance with La. R.S. 38:2212(B)(1), the provisions and requirements 
of this Section; and those stated in the bidding documents shall not be 
waived by any entity.

ANY PERSON REQUIRING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS SHALL 
NOTIFY ARCHITECT OF THE TYPE(S) OF ACCOMMODATION 
REQUIRED NOT LESS THAN SEVEN (7) DAYS BEFORE THE BID 
OPENING.

ATTEST: _______________________ OUACHITA PARISH 
SCHOOL BOARD Mr. Todd Guice

Tommy Comeaux, President
They may be obtained without charge
Publications Dates: 02-06-2025 / 02-13-2025 / 02-20-2025 | $40.00
________________________________________________
PARISH OF OUACHITA
PUBLIC NOTICE
Parcel# 48476
 Notice is hereby given that the Parish of Ouachita has received a re-

quest to sell their respective tax interest in the following listed property.  
This property has previously been adjudicated to the Parish of Ouachita 
for unpaid taxes.  A public sale of this property will begin at 10:00 A.M. 
on February 20, 2025 at the Ouachita Parish Police Jury, 100 Bry Street, 
Monroe, LA  71201. The minimum bid has been set at $1,578.16. Anyone 
intending to bid must hand deliver your intent letter and processing fee to 
E & P Consulting Services, LLC, at 1030 N 9th Street, Monroe, Louisiana 
71201 by February 17, 2025.  NO faxed, telephoned, mailed or any kind of 
electronic submission of intent to bid will be accepted.  Any intent to bid 
letter received by the above deadline will allow 1 party into the bid session.  
If more than one offer for any particular piece of property is received, all 
parties who have submitted a written offer will be allowed to bid on the 
property.  

For additional information, please contact Parish Adjudicated Proper-
ty Program at E&P Consulting Services, LLC at 318-807-0924 or Parish-
PropertyInfo@parishtaxland.com

Parcel# 48476 / Municipal Address:  3014 Brunson Street, Monroe, LA 
71201

Brief Legal:   LOT 6 SQ 5 UNIT 1 BTW ADDN
 Legal Description:  Lot Six (6), Block Five (5), Unit No. One (1), Booker 

T. Washington’s Addition, Monroe, Louisiana, as per plat in Plat Book 5, 
page 8, records of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, bearing a physical address 
of 3014 Brunson Street, Monroe, LA.

 Publications Dates: 1-16-2025 / 02-13-2025 | $20.00
________________________________________________
PARISH OF OUACHITA
PUBLIC NOTICE
Parcel# 76266
 Notice is hereby given that the Parish of Ouachita has received a re-

quest to sell their respective tax interest in the following listed property.  
This property has previously been adjudicated to the Parish of Ouachita 
for unpaid taxes.  A public sale of this property will begin at 10:00 A.M. 
on February 20, 2025 at the Ouachita Parish Police Jury, 100 Bry Street, 
Monroe, LA  71201. The minimum bid has been set at $2,000.00. Anyone 
intending to bid must hand deliver your intent letter and processing fee to 
E & P Consulting Services, LLC, at 1030 N 9th Street, Monroe, Louisiana 

71201 by February 17, 2025.  NO faxed, telephoned, mailed or any kind of 
electronic submission of intent to bid will be accepted.  Any intent to bid 
letter received by the above deadline will allow 1 party into the bid session.  
If more than one offer for any particular piece of property is received, all 
parties who have submitted a written offer will be allowed to bid on the 
property.  

For additional information, please contact Parish Adjudicated Proper-
ty Program at E&P Consulting Services, LLC at 318-807-0924 or Parish-
PropertyInfo@parishtaxland.com

Parcel # 76266 / No Municipal Address
BRIEF LEGAL:   LOT IN NE4 OF SW4 SEC 34 T18N R5E BEG AT SW 

COR E 326.04 FT, DEPTH NO 131.05 FT
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  A certain lot or parcel of ground situated in 

the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE ¼  of SW ¼) of Sec-
tion 34, Township 18 North, Range 5 East, Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, 
more particularly described as follows:  BEGINNING at the Southwest 
corner of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE ¼ of SW 
¼) of Section 34, Township 18 North, Range 5 East, and front thence 
South 89 degrees 53.15 minutes East along the South line of the aforesaid 
quarter section a distance of 326.04 feet; thence running back in a North-
erly direction between parallel lines, one of which is the West line of the 
Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE ¼ of SW ¼) Section 34, 
a distance of 131.05 feet; and being the same property acquired by Eva Mae 
Graham by deed recorded in Conveyance Book 871, Date Register Number 
577,457, of the Conveyance Records of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana.    

  Publications Dates: 1-16-2025 / 02-13-2025 | $27.50
________________________________________________
NOTICE
We are applying to the Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control of the 

State of Louisiana for a permit to sell beverages of high and low alcoholic 
content at retail in the Parish of Ouachita, at the following address: 500 
Washington St. West Monroe, LA 71292.

Corporation name: B&P Operations LLC
DBA: Washington St. U Pak It
Billy J. Mitchell-Partner, Andrew C Carroll-Partner, William L. Kenne-

dy-Partner
02/13
________________________________________________
“I, Alton Hardwick, DOC #249428, have applied for clemency for my 

conviction of Theft. If you have any comments, contact the Board of Par-
dons (225) 342-5421.”

2/13,2/20,2/27
________________________________________________
“I, Kirsen Walters, DOC #999999, have applied for clemency for my 

conviction of Simple Possession of Schedule III Hydrocodone. If you have 
any comments, contact the Board of Pardons (225) 342-5421.”

2/13,2/20,2/27
________________________________________________
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE POLICE JURY, PARISH OF OUACHITA, STATE 
OF LOUISIANA, TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON, 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025 AT 5:30 P.M. 
 
The Police Jury of the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana met in a regular session in the 
Ouachita Parish Police Jury Meeting Room, Police Jury Administrative Building, Monroe, 
Louisiana on Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 5:36 p.m., and was duly convened by Mr. Shane 
Smiley, President.  
 
The president gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Members Present  (6) 
   Toni Bacon   District A 

Jimmy Tyson   District B 
Larry Bratton  District C 
Michael Thompson  District D 
Shane Smiley   District E 

   Lonnie Hudson  District F 

   Members Absent  (0) 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
The president asked if there were any additions or amendments to the agenda. Mr. Bratton asked 
to take up the proclamation for Sterlington High School football team during the visitor section. 
The president asked to add an item under his name to authorize the parish engineer to meet with 
CSRS regarding a proposal that was received. This item was received after the agenda was 
published and action was needed before the next meeting of the Jury. Motion offered by Mr. 
Thompson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the agenda as amended. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
The president asked for public comments concerning any matters on the approved agenda. No one 
appeared or came forth to speak during this time.  
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
A motion to adopt the minutes of the regular Police Jury meeting including the committee meetings 
held on January 6, 2025 was offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Bratton. Motion passed 
without opposition.  
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VISITORS: 
Mr. Bratton, seconded by Mr. Hudson presented the following proclamation.  
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

A PROCLAMATION COMMENDING THE STERLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
PANTHERS, FOR WINNING THE 2024 LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION NON-SELECT DIVISION III FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP; 
AND, FURTHER PROVIDING WITH RESPECT THERETO. 

 
WHEREAS, on December 12, 2024, the Sterlington High School Panthers beat top-seed 

St. James High School to win the 2024 LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION NON-SELECT DIVISION III FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP in 
the Louisiana Superdome;  

 
WHEREAS, this victory capped a remarkable season in which a difficult schedule saddled 

the Panthers with three early losses but gave them the experience and hardening that proved 
invaluable in crafting a dominating run through the play-offs; and, 

 
WHEREAS, in their march to the State Championship, the Sterlington Panthers received 

the type of enthusiastic support from parents, school administrators, coaches, teachers, spirit 
groups, student body, and fans that has been the hallmark of Championship teams from Ouachita 
Parish for decades; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE: 
 
BE IT PROCLAIMED that, by these presents, the Ouachita Parish Police Jury does 

hereby congratulate and commend Coach Lee Doty, the Sterlington community, and the 2024 
Sterlington Panthers football team for completing a “masterpiece” of a season and winning the 
2024 LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION NON-SELECT 
DIVISION III FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 

* * * 
 
ENGINEERING REPORT: 
The president recognized Mr. Crosby, Engineer. Mr. Crosby stated that he did not have any items.  
 

* * * 
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Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to recess the regular meeting in favor of 
the Finance Committee meeting. Motion passed without opposition.  

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
The chair, Mrs. Bacon, called the Finance Committee meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.  
 
The chair recognized Mrs. Hartt, Consulting Accountant. Mrs. Hartt presented the claim statement 
for the period of December 13, 2024 through January 16, 2025 and recommended approval. 
Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Smiley to approve payment of the claims for the 
period stated. Motion passed without opposition. 
 
Mrs. Hartt presented budget versus actual statements to the Jury. No action was needed.  
 
There being no further business to come before this committee, a motion to adjourn and reconvene 
the regular meeting was offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon. Motion passed without 
opposition. The finance committee meeting was adjourned at 5:47 p.m. 
 

* * * 
 
The president reconvened the regular Police Jury meeting.  
 
Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Bratton to ratify and adopt all actions taken in 
the committee meeting. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
MOTIONS   * ORDINANCES   * RESOLUTIONS: 
 
The president recognized Mrs. Bacon.  
 
MRS. TONI BACON, DISTRICT A: 
Motion offered by Mrs. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Hudson to approve the parish administrator job 
description. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
Mrs. Bacon spoke regarding a grant opportunity with Atlas Community Studios for the L-11 Canal. 
Mr. Crosby spoke regarding the project and recommend applying for the grant to extend the limits 
of the L-11 Canal project to include a certain lateral ditch. Motion offered by Mr. Bratton, 
seconded by Mr. Hudson to authorize Atlas Community Studios to apply for the grant. Motion 
passed without opposition.  
 
Mrs. Bacon spoke regarding the trip to Washington D.C. and stated that the trip will be at the end 
of February if possible. 
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PREVENT EFFLUENT VIOLATION PER PERMIT REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED IN 
THE LOUISIANA WATER DISCHARGE PERMIT SYSTEM; AND, FURTHER 
PROVIDING WITH RESPECT THERETO. 
 

WHEREAS, the Ouachita Parish Police Jury (the “Parish”) is required to inform the 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (“LDEQ”) that certain actions will be taken by 
the Parish in order to maintain compliance and prevent effluent violations per permit requirements 
contained in the Louisiana Water Discharge Permit System under LWDPS Permit Number 
LA0105163; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Parish created West Ouachita Sewerage District No. 9 to operate a 

sewerage treatment and collection in the “Indian Lakes” area of western Ouachita Parish and serves 
as the fiscal agent of said district,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Ouachita Parish Police Jury: 
 
1) In order to maintain compliance with permit requirements contained in the Louisiana 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit, number LA0105163, the 
following actions will be taken: 
 

a) Continue to identify and correct line failures in the wastewater collection system to 
minimize the potential for excessive infiltration/inflow. 

 
b) Continue regularly scheduled maintenance of the wastewater pumping stations 

within the collection system to insure adequate transport of wastewater to the 
treatment facility. 

 
c) Continue in its efforts to operate and maintain the wastewater treatment facility in 

a manner so as to improve effluent quality. 
 

d) Continue long term planning/budgeting for the replacement and/or upgrade of the 
wastewater treatment facility as it nears its design life. 

 
2) This resolution shall become effective upon adoption.  

 
The above resolution was adopted the 21st day of January 2025. 

 
* * * 

 
The president recognized Mr. Tyson.  
 
MR. JIMMY TYSON, DISTRICT B: 
Mr. Tyson asked Mr. Crosby to speak on the road striping program. Mr. Crosby stated that his office 
is compiling a list of roads for the program, and he would present it to the Jury at a future meeting.  
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Mr. Tyson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon offered the following resolution for adoption.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-03 
 
A RESOLUTION DESCRIBING THE ACTIONS WHICH WILL BE TAKEN BY 

THE PARISH REGARDING THE MUNICIPAL WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT REPORT IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN COMPLIANCE AND 
PREVENT EFFLUENT VIOLATION PER PERMIT REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED IN 
THE LOUISIANA WATER DISCHARGE PERMIT SYSTEM; AND, FURTHER 
PROVIDING WITH RESPECT THERETO. 
 

WHEREAS, the Ouachita Parish Police Jury (the “Parish”) is required to inform the 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (“LDEQ”) that certain actions will be taken by 
the Parish in order to maintain compliance and prevent effluent violations per permit requirements 
contained in the Louisiana Water Discharge Permit System under LWDPS Permit Number 
LA0038351; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Parish serves as the Board of Commissioners of the West Ouachita 

Industrial District and operates the sewerage system in the District’s “West Ouachita Industrial 
Park:”,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Ouachita Parish Police Jury: 
 
1) In order to maintain compliance with permit requirements contained in the Louisiana 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit, number LA0038351, the 
following actions will be taken: 
 

a) Continue to enforce the Industrial Waste and Sewer Use Ordinance for customers 
served by the West Ouachita Industrial Park wastewater collection and treatment 
system. 

 
b) Continue regularly scheduled maintenance of the wastewater pumping stations 

within the collection system to insure adequate transport of wastewater to the 
treatment facility. 

 
c) Continue in its efforts to operate and maintain the wastewater treatment facility in 

a manner so as to improve effluent quality. 
 
2) This resolution shall become effective upon adoption.  

 
The above resolution was adopted the 21st day of January 2025. 

 
* * * 
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Mr. Tyson, seconded by Mr. Bratton offered the following resolution for adoption.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-04 
 

 A RESOLUTION APPOINTING RICKY LITTLE TO THE CADEVILLE-
CALHOUN WATER DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR A FIVE (5) YEAR 
TERM EACH BEGINNING JANUARY 21, 2025 AND ENDING JANUARY 21, 2030; AND 
FURTHER PROVIDING WITH RESPECT THERETO. 
 

WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy on the Cadeville-Calhoun Water District Board of 
Commissioners due to the resignation of Dan Letsinger; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Ouachita Parish Police Jury in legal and regular session that 

Ricky Little be and hereby is appointed to the Board of Commissioners of Cadeville-Calhoun 
Water District Board, said term to be for a period of five (5) years beginning January 21, 2025 and 
ending January 21, 2030.  

 
The above resolution was adopted on the 21st day of January 2025. 

 
* * * 

 
The president recognized Mr. Bratton. 
 
MR. LARRY BRATTON, DISTRICT C:  
Mr. Bratton stated that he did not have any items.  
 
 
The president recognized Mr. Thompson. 
 
MR. MICHAEL THOMPSON, DISTRICT D:  
Mr. Thompson stated that he did not have any items.  
 
 
MR. SHANE SMILEY, DISTRICT E: 
The president recognized Mr. Land with Land 3 Architect. Mr. Land presented Change Order No. 
1 for the library main branch renovation and recommended approval. Motion offered by Mr. 
Thompson, seconded by Mr. Bratton to approve Change Order No. 1. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
Mr. Land gave an update on the animal shelter renovation. Motion offered by Mr. Smiley, 
seconded by Mr. Hudson to approve Land 3 Architect to complete the plans for the renovation. 
Motion passed without opposition.  
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Mr. Land requested approval to advertise the health services clinic project for bids. Motion offered 
by Mr. Smiley, seconded by Mr. Bratton to authorize Land 3 Architect to advertise the project for 
bids. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
Motion offered by Mr. Smiley seconded by Mr. Hudson to authorize Mrs. Smith to talk to the 
Fourth Judicial District Court regarding employees on Police Jury payroll and to authorize Ms. 
Cupit to request payment for the outstanding fees for payroll services. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
Motion offered by Mr. Smiley, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to authorize Mr. Crosby to meet with 
CSRS to develop a master plan for economic development in the parish. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
 
The president recognized Mr. Hudson. 
 
MR. LONNIE HUDSON, DISTRICT F: 
Mr. Hudson stated that he did not have any items.  
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
The president recognized Mrs. Hartt, Consulting Accountant. Mrs. Hartt stated that she did not 
have any items. 
 
The president recognized Chief Moore, Fire Department. Chief Moore requested approval to 
purchase four response vehicles. Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Bratton to 
approve the purchase. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
Chief Moore requested to piggyback off St. James Parish’s bid to purchase thermal imagers. 
Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the piggyback request. Motion 
passed without opposition.  
 
Chief Moore requested approval to Denise McKinney, Melanie Howard Nick Aucoin and Jason 
McMillon to attend the Tyler Technologies conference on May 11-14, 2025. Motion offered by 
Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the travel request. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
Chief Moore requested approval for Jason McMillon and Mike Jackson to attend the FDIC 
conference on April 7-12, 2025. Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to 
approve the travel request. Motion passed without opposition.  
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Mr. Land requested approval to advertise the health services clinic project for bids. Motion offered 
by Mr. Smiley, seconded by Mr. Bratton to authorize Land 3 Architect to advertise the project for 
bids. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
Motion offered by Mr. Smiley seconded by Mr. Hudson to authorize Mrs. Smith to talk to the 
Fourth Judicial District Court regarding employees on Police Jury payroll and to authorize Ms. 
Cupit to request payment for the outstanding fees for payroll services. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
Motion offered by Mr. Smiley, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to authorize Mr. Crosby to meet with 
CSRS to develop a master plan for economic development in the parish. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
 
The president recognized Mr. Hudson. 
 
MR. LONNIE HUDSON, DISTRICT F: 
Mr. Hudson stated that he did not have any items.  
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
The president recognized Mrs. Hartt, Consulting Accountant. Mrs. Hartt stated that she did not 
have any items. 
 
The president recognized Chief Moore, Fire Department. Chief Moore requested approval to 
purchase four response vehicles. Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Bratton to 
approve the purchase. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
Chief Moore requested to piggyback off St. James Parish’s bid to purchase thermal imagers. 
Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the piggyback request. Motion 
passed without opposition.  
 
Chief Moore requested approval to Denise McKinney, Melanie Howard Nick Aucoin and Jason 
McMillon to attend the Tyler Technologies conference on May 11-14, 2025. Motion offered by 
Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the travel request. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
Chief Moore requested approval for Jason McMillon and Mike Jackson to attend the FDIC 
conference on April 7-12, 2025. Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to 
approve the travel request. Motion passed without opposition.  
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Chief Moore recommended approval of the following personnel actions.  
 
Promotions 
Name    From   To   Effective Date 
Magee, Landon  Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Tatum, Chad   Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Lenard, Gaylon S  Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Martin, Zachary  Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Thigpen, Hunter  Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Grier, Perry Drake  Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Parker, Hayden  Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Obed, John   Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Cupit, Ryan   Firefighter  Prob. Driver  1/20/2025 
Turnbow, Chris  Mechanic II  Prob. Mechanic  1/20/2025 

Supervisor 
 
Motion offered by Mrs. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Hudson to approve the promotions as 
recommended. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
The president recognized Mr. Mitchell, Assistant District Attorney. Mr. Mitchell requested 
approval of the lease of FEMA property at 752 Miller Road to Josh Craven. Motion offered by 
Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the lease. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
The president recognized Mr. Murray, Public Works. Mr. Murray spoke regarding final 
subdivision approval for Frost Tower Subdivision and recommended approval subject to 
comments being adequately answered. Motion offered by Mrs. Bacon, second by Mr. Hudson to 
grant final subdivision approval subject to comments from the Public Works department and parish 
engineer being adequately answered. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
Mr. Murray spoke regarding the request for a buffer strip variance for Chapal Place Subdivision. 
Motion offered by Mr. Tyson, seconded by Mr. Smiley to approve the variance. Motion passed 
without opposition.  
 
Mr. Murray requested approval to purchase a wheel loader off state contract and to add a five-year 
warranty. Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the purchase. 
Motion passed without opposition.   
 
 
BEER AND WHISKEY APPLICATIONS: 
Mr. Mitchell spoke regarding the following beer and whiskey application and recommended 
approval. Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Bratton to approve the application. 
Motion passed without opposition.  
 

ISMAIL, MOHAMED DBA KING FOOD MART LLC, 610 SMITH ST., 
WEST MONROE, LA 71292, RETAIL BEER 
“CLASS B”, RETAIL LIQUOR “CLASS D”, 2025 
RENEWAL 
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Mr. Mitchell spoke regarding the following beer and whiskey application and recommended 
approval. Motion offered by Mrs. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Bratton to approve the application. 
Motion passed without opposition.  

 
HUDSON, LORETTA  SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT – OUACHITA COUNCIL  

     ON AGING INC., 228 CAREY NELSON RD, WEST  
     MONROE, LA 71292 ON MARCH 20-22, 2025,   
     CLASS A BEER PERMIT & CLASS C LIQUOR   
     PERMIT 
 
Mr. Mitchell spoke regarding the following beer and whiskey application and stated that if this 
application was approved then it should be approved subject to receiving the health permit. Mr. 
Mitchell stated that there is a church across the highway from the convenience store, but the 
proximity is more that the required distance. However, the church is leasing a building that is less 
than the required distance from the store. Motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Bacon 
to discuss the application. Motion passed with Mr. Thompson abstaining.  
 
The attorneys representing the store owner, the church, and an adjacent property owner presented 
their arguments as to why the permit should be approved or denied.  
 
After discussion, motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Tyson to deny the following 
application. Motion passed without opposition.  
 

POTLURI, SANDEEP  CALHOUN TRAVEL PLAZA, 1005 HIGHWAY 80, 
CALHOUN, LA 71225, RETAIL BEER “CLASS B”, 
RETAIL LIQUOR “CLASS D”, 2025 NEW 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
There being no other business to come before the Jury, a motion to adjourn was offered by Mr. 
Hudson, seconded by Mr. Bratton. The meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________    ____________________________ 
Shane Smiley, President     Karen Cupit, Recording Secretary 
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Mrs. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Hudson offered the following resolution for adoption. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-01 
 
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE COMPLIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE 

REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF LOUISIANA LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR AND THE 
AUDITING FIRM WOODARD AND ASSOCIATES APAC; AND FURTHER 
PROVIDING WITH RESPECT THERETO. 
   

WHEREAS, the Ouachita Parish Police Jury has engaged the auditing firm of Woodard 
and Associates APAC, Certified Public Accountants, to perform the annual audit of the financial 
records, practices, and systems of the Ouachita Parish Police Jury for the year ended December 
31, 2024; and 
   

WHEREAS, the Ouachita Parish Police Jury members recognize the role of the annual 
audit in contributing to the development of sound and efficient financial and managerial practices; 
and 
   

WHEREAS, the Ouachita Parish Police Jury members and staff agree to provide all 
financial records, board minutes and documents required by the auditing firm, and their pledge not 
to knowingly withhold any financial records or related data that in its judgment would be relevant 
to the audit; 
 

WHEREAS, in conjunction with the annual audit, the Legislative Auditor requires the 
auditing firm to obtain a completed Compliance Questionnaire, indicating financial and legal 
compliance with the laws of the state of Louisiana and pertinent accounting regulatory 
bodies;          

 
NOW THEREFORE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Ouachita Parish Police Jury confirms cooperation with the 

audit process and its report on status of observance of the laws of the state of Louisiana through 
its completion of the Louisiana Legislative Auditor Compliance Questionnaire attached herein as 
part of the Board proceedings. 

 
The above resolution was adopted on the 21st day of January 2025. 

 
* * * 

 
Mrs. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Hudson offered the following resolution for adoption.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-02 
 
A RESOLUTION DESCRIBING THE ACTIONS WHICH WILL BE TAKEN BY 

THE PARISH REGARDING THE MUNICIPAL WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT REPORT IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN COMPLIANCE AND 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE POLICE JURY, PARISH OF OUACHITA, STATE OF 
LOUISIANA, TAKEN AT A SPECIAL CALLED MEETING HELD ON, TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 28, 2025 AT 3:00 P.M. 
 
The Police Jury of the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana met in a special called meeting in the Ouachita 
Parish Police Jury administrative building meeting room, Monroe, Louisiana on Tuesday, January 28, 2025 
at 3:00 p.m., and was duly convened by Mr. Shane Smiley, President.  
 

 Members Present  (4) 
 Toni Bacon   District A 
 Larry Bratton   District C 
 Shane Smiley   District E 

Lonnie Hudson  District F 

   Members Absent  (2)  
 Jimmy Tyson   District B 

Michael Thompson  District D 
 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
The president asked if there were any additions or amendments to the agenda. There were none. Motion 
offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to approve the agenda as published. Motion passed 
without opposition.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
The president asked for public comments concerning any matters on the approved agenda or the proposed 
budget. No one appeared or came forth to speak during this time.  
 
MOTIONS   * ORDINANCES   * RESOLUTIONS: 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Bratton, seconded by Mr. Hudson to hire Jamie Hanks as the parish administrator 
with the agreed upon compensation package including $90,000.00 annual salary, participation in the non-
accountable cell phone plan, and five years’ credit for leave accrual purposes. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
Motion offered by Mr. Bratton, seconded by Mrs. Bacon to authorize Mrs. Smith to update the parish 
treasurer job description and to authorize Mrs. Hartt, consulting CPA, to make recommendations on any 
areas to improve or streamline the accounting processes at the administrative office. Motion passed without 
opposition.  
 
Motion offered by Mr. Smiley, seconded by Mr. Hudson to approve the agreement with Athea Health for 
the employee health clinic electronic health record system. Motion passed without opposition.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
There being no other business to come before the committee, motion offered by Mr. Hudson, seconded by 
Mrs. Bacon to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 3:07 p.m.   
 
 
              
Shane Smiley, President      Karen Cupit, Recording Secretary 
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Grant Management and Project Implementation Services for the City of West 
Monroe’s Make a Difference (MAD) Grant  
 
Overview 
The City of West Monroe is accepting proposals from a qualified consultant(s) or 
firm(s) for grant management and project implementation services for the recently 
awarded Make a Difference (MAD) Grant, funded by the Louisiana Disaster Recovery 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. 
 
The City of West Monroe’s MAD Grant project consists of three key CDBG activities as 
follows: 

● Home Rehabilitation 
● Homeownership Assistance 
● Public Facility Improvements (specifically Gator Park) 

 
The City of West Monroe will need the Consultant/Firm’s assistance with the 
program development, management and implementation of the first two CDBG 
activities: Home Rehabilitation and Homeownership Assistance.  
 
Solicitation Objective 
The objective of this solicitation is to solicit proposals to manage and implement 
services for the Make a Difference (MAD) Grant, funded by the Louisiana Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. The City of West Monroe will select the 
most qualified consultant or firm to carry out the scope of work. 
 
Background 
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program was created by the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974. The primary purpose of the 
CDBG program is the development of viable urban communities by providing 
decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanded economic 
opportunities, primarily for persons of very low- and low-income. CDBG programs, 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
award funds to the State of Louisiana and are an important source of funds for the 
City of West Monroe. 
 
Situated along the Ouachita River, West Monroe was established in 1880 after 
combining the two former towns of Trenton and Cotton Port. West Monroe is 
located in Ouachita Parish and is the second-largest city in the Parish. Of the 12,987 
people who reside in West Monroe, around 42.4% are considered to be low-and-
moderate income (LMI) by the HUD standards. In an effort to better serve its 
residents the City of West Monroe applied for and received the Make a Difference 
(MAD) Grant, funded by the Louisiana Disaster Recovery Community Development 
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Grant Management and Project Implementation Services for the City of West 
Monroe’s Make a Difference (MAD) Grant  
 
Overview 
The City of West Monroe is accepting proposals from a qualified consultant(s) or 
firm(s) for grant management and project implementation services for the recently 
awarded Make a Difference (MAD) Grant, funded by the Louisiana Disaster Recovery 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. 
 
The City of West Monroe’s MAD Grant project consists of three key CDBG activities as 
follows: 

● Home Rehabilitation 
● Homeownership Assistance 
● Public Facility Improvements (specifically Gator Park) 

 
The City of West Monroe will need the Consultant/Firm’s assistance with the 
program development, management and implementation of the first two CDBG 
activities: Home Rehabilitation and Homeownership Assistance.  
 
Solicitation Objective 
The objective of this solicitation is to solicit proposals to manage and implement 
services for the Make a Difference (MAD) Grant, funded by the Louisiana Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. The City of West Monroe will select the 
most qualified consultant or firm to carry out the scope of work. 
 
Background 
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program was created by the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974. The primary purpose of the 
CDBG program is the development of viable urban communities by providing 
decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanded economic 
opportunities, primarily for persons of very low- and low-income. CDBG programs, 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
award funds to the State of Louisiana and are an important source of funds for the 
City of West Monroe. 
 
Situated along the Ouachita River, West Monroe was established in 1880 after 
combining the two former towns of Trenton and Cotton Port. West Monroe is 
located in Ouachita Parish and is the second-largest city in the Parish. Of the 12,987 
people who reside in West Monroe, around 42.4% are considered to be low-and-
moderate income (LMI) by the HUD standards. In an effort to better serve its 
residents the City of West Monroe applied for and received the Make a Difference 
(MAD) Grant, funded by the Louisiana Disaster Recovery Community Development 
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Block Grant (CDBG) Program. Through this funding, the city intends to develop and 
implement Homeownership Assistance and Home Rehabilitation programs. To 
achieve this, the city is soliciting applications from a qualified consultant(s) or firm(s). 
The successful applicant will work with and report directly to the Chief of Staff for the 
City of West Monroe.  
 
Definition 

● “Type of Project” refers to grant management services and project 
implementation related to home rehabilitation and homeownership program 
development. 

● “Similar Projects” refers to projects related to grant management, grant 
administration and compliance, affordable housing programs, 
homeownership assistance programs, program development and outreach, 
and project implementation. 

● “Consultant/Firm” refers to any proposers, respondents or offerors seeking to 
make available their services to perform the requirements of this proposal.  

 
Schedule of Events 

● RFP Issued: February 13th, 2025  
● Questions Due: March 10th.2025 
● Answers to Submitted Questions: March 17 th, 2025 
● Proposal Due: April 14th, 2025 
● Evaluation Period: April 15th, 2025-April 30 th, 2025  
● Interviews: May 1st, 2025-May 8th, 2025  
● Notice of Award: May 15th, 2025 
● Contract Start Date: May 21st, 2025 

 
Project Description 
The City of West Monroe’s MAD Grant project consists of the following: 
 
Home Rehabilitation 
The Consultant/Firm will be responsible for developing a Home Rehabilitation 
Program on behalf of the City of West Monroe. The purpose of the program is to 
provide funding to repair homes owned and occupied by low- and moderate-
income (L/M) residents. Home rehabilitation assistance should be provided to 
eligible applicants on a first come, first-served basis as funding permits. Eligible 
rehabilitation activities should include improvements up to $20,000 that are 
necessary to bring the property into compliance with local codes and HUD housing 
quality standards.  
 
These funds can be used to address issues related to: 

● Accessibility improvements 
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● Electrical repairs 
● Heating and air conditioning 
● Lead-based paint controls 
● Plumbing 
● Structural repairs 
● Roof repairs 

 
Additionally, the City of West Monroe will consider emergency and accessibility 
repairs of up to $10,000 that directly affect the livability of the residential structure, 
such as: 

● Furnace and/or air conditioning repairs and/or replacement 
● Plumbing repairs and/or replacement 
● Electrical repairs and/or replacement 
● Accessibility modifications to accommodate disabilities or aging in place 
● Any other improvement deemed necessary to correct a life safety situation 

 
To qualify for the program, eligible residents must have lived in the owner-occupied 
residential unit for at least one (1) year, live within the City of West Monroe 
boundaries, and meet the CDBG income thresholds for assistance. 
 
The Consultant/Firm will assist the City of West Monroe with developing program 
guidelines and an application, including the process by which the City can accept 
applications from eligible residents on either a rolling or cyclical basis. Additionally, 
the Consultant/Firm will assist the City with establishing a Program Committee to 
assist with reviewing and approving applications submitted through the Home 
Rehabilitation Program. Lastly, the Consultant/Firm will assist the City with 
developing an outreach strategy to build awareness of these resources.  
 
The City of West Monroe anticipates the Home Rehabilitation Program will have a 
total budget of $400,000.   
 
Homeownership Assistance 
The Consultant/Firm will be responsible for developing a Homeownership Assistance 
Program on behalf of the City of West Monroe. The purpose of the program is to 
assist first time homebuyers with down payment and closing cost assistance. 
Homeownership assistance will be provided to eligible applicants on a first come, 
first-served basis as funding permits.  
 
To qualify for the program, eligible residents must be purchasing their first and 
primary residence, live within the City of West Monroe boundaries, and meet the 
CDBG income thresholds for assistance. 
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The Consultant/Firm will assist the City of West Monroe with developing program 
guidelines and an application, including the process by which the City can accept 
applications from eligible residents on either a rolling or cyclical basis. Additionally, 
the Consultant/Firm will assist the City with establishing a Program Committee to 
assist the City with eligibility determinations, needs assessments, and application 
approval recommendations. Lastly, the Consultant/Firm will assist the City with 
developing an outreach strategy to build awareness of these resources. 
 
The City of West Monroe anticipates the Homeownership Assistance Program will 
have a total budget of $425,000.  
 
Grant Management, Compliance, & Performance Measurements 
The Consultant/Firm must describe how it will support the City of West Monroe with 
administering the MAD Grant funds for the two CDBG activities described above, 
ensuring compliance with all federal and state regulations governing programmatic 
activities. Additionally, the Consultant/Firm must describe how it will monitor pre-
established performance metrics, and any others as deemed necessary. Proposed 
performance measurements and anticipated outcomes for each CDBG activity are 
shown below. 
 

CDBG Activity Performance Measurements & Anticipated Outcomes 

Home 
Rehabilitation 

● Number of residential units rehabilitated: at least 15 
● Number of L/M income persons impacted: at least 30 
● Average dollar amount of home rehabilitation 

improvements: $10,000-12,500 

Homeownership 
Assistance 

● Number of L/M income households assisted: at least 
15 

● Number of L/M income persons impacted: at least 30 
● Average dollar amount of downpayment assistance: 

$15,000 - 20,000 
● Number of first time homebuyers in West Monroe 

benefitting: at least 15 

 
Scope of Work 
The City of West Monroe has determined the level and scope of work needed to 
administer the MAD Grant, as outlined below. The Consultant/Firm will assist the City 
of West Monroe with the following tasks and deliverables: 
 
Program Development and Implementation 
 
Home Rehabilitation Program 
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Program Guidelines and Eligibility 
● Develop program guidelines and eligibility criteria, ensuring compliance with 

HUD and CDBG standards 
● Establish an application process, including rolling or cyclical intake options 

 
Eligible Activities 

● Repairs up to $20,000 to meet local codes and HUD housing quality 
standards, including accessibility improvements, electrical repairs, HVAC 
repairs, lead-based paint control, plumbing, structural and roof repairs 

● Emergency and accessibility repairs up to $10,000, such as furnace repairs, 
plumbing/electrical replacements, and safety-related modifications 

 
Application and Review Process 

● Design application materials and workflows for intake and review 
● Assist in establishing a Program Committee to review and approve 

applications 
 
Outreach and Awareness 

● Develop and implement a strategy to promote the program to eligible 
residents 

 
Homeownership Assistance Program 
Program Guidelines and Eligibility 

● Develop program guidelines for first-time homebuyer assistance, including 
eligibility criteria and required documentation 

● Establish a process for accepting applications on a rolling or cyclical basis 
 
Eligible Activities 

● Provide down payment and closing cost assistance for eligible applicants 
purchasing their first and primary residence 

 
Application and Review Process 

● Create an intake and review process, ensuring compliance with CDBG 
requirements 

● Establish a Program Committee to determine applicant eligibility and make 
funding recommendations 

 
Outreach and Awareness 

● Develop an outreach strategy to educate potential applicants and promote 
the availability of funds 

 
Grant Management, Compliance, and Performance Monitoring 
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Program Guidelines and Eligibility 
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the availability of funds 

 
Grant Management, Compliance, and Performance Monitoring 
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Grant Administration 
● Ensure compliance with all federal, state, and local regulations governing 

CDBG programs 
● Maintain audit-ready records for all grant activities, expenditures, and 

participant outcomes 
● Submit timely reports to the City and relevant agencies, including progress, 

financial, and performance reports 
 

Financial Management 
● Develop detailed budgets and track expenditures for both programs, 

ensuring alignment with grant objectives 
● Facilitate the disbursement of funds to program beneficiaries in accordance 

with CDBG requirements 
● Prepare financial statements for the programs in accordance with the 

requirements of 2 CFR 200.508 and 200.510. 
 
Monitoring and Performance Measurements 

● Establish and monitor key performance metrics, including: 
○ Number of homes rehabilitated and individuals assisted 
○ Number of first-time homebuyers supported 
○ Compliance with program timelines and budgets 

● Develop tools for continuous program evaluation and recommend 
adjustments as needed 

 
Deliverables 
In summary, the selected Consultant/Firm will complete the following deliverables:  
➔ Program guidelines, applications, and intake processes for both Home 

Rehabilitation and Homeownership Assistance programs 
➔ A Program Committee framework, including workflows and review protocols 
➔ Comprehensive outreach and awareness strategies for both programs 
➔ Monthly and final reports detailing program activities, outcomes, and 

expenditures 
➔ A CDBG-compliant monitoring framework with tools for tracking 

performance metrics and program success 
➔ Documentation of all program activities, prepared for audit and monitoring by 

federal and state agencies 
   
Contract and Payments 
The City intends to award a cost reimbursement contract, and pay reimbursable 
hours or appropriate fixed prices on a task completion basis to the selected 
consultant(s) or firm(s).   
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Proposals 
All consultants or firms must include the following information on the cover page of 
their proposal: 

● Consultant/Firm Name 
● Consultant/Firm Address 
● Consultant/Firm Telephone Number 
● Consultant/Firm Federal Tax Identification Number 
● Name, Title, Address, Telephone Number, and Email for the Authorized 

Representative of the Consultant/Firm 
 
The title of the cover page should be Request for Qualifications for Grant 
Management and Project Implementation Services for the City of West Monroe’s 
MAD Grant.  
 
Proposal Contents 
All proposals must include the following headings and information in the order as 
presented below. 

1. Transmittal Letter 
2. Background and Experience 
3. Relevant Expertise 
4. Personnel Qualifications 
5. Project Approach 
6. Fee/Budget 

 
Transmittal Letter 
The transmittal letter must include the following information: 

● A brief statement of the Consultant/Firm’s understanding of the scope of the 
work to be performed 

● A confirmation that the Consultant/Firm meets the appropriate state 
licensing requirements to practice in the State of Louisiana if applicable 

● A confirmation that the Consultant/Firm has not had a record of substandard 
work within the last five years 

● A confirmation that the Consultant/Firm has not engaged in any unethical 
practices within the last five years 

● A confirmation that, if awarded the contract, the Consultant/Firm 
acknowledges its complete responsibility for the entire contract, including 
payment of any and all charges resulting from the contract 

● Any other information that the Consultant/Firm deems appropriate 
● The signature of an individual who is authorized to make offers of this nature 

in the name of the Consultant/Firm submitting the proposal 
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Background and Experience 
In this section, the Consultant/Firm must: 

● Provide the Consultant/Firm’s full legal name, date of establishment, type of 
entity and business expertise, brief history, current ownership structure, 
company size, and list of state(s) worked in 

● Describe any prior engagements in which the Consultant/Firm assisted a local 
government entity with any CDBG-funded projects, with a specific emphasis 
on housing and recreation facilities 

● Provide at least three (3) examples of past experience on similar projects that 
align with the Scope of Services (as described on pages 1-2), including contact 
information for each client (i.e., full name, phone number, and email) 

● Provide at least two letters of reference from current or past clients attesting 
to the Consultant/Firm’s quality of work  

● Provide any germane information that would be uniquely relevant in 
evaluating the experience of Consultant/Firm to manage and implement the 
City’s MAD Grant project 

● Provide current information on professional errors and omissions coverage 
carried by Consultant/Firm, including amount of coverage 

 
Relevant Expertise 
In this section, the Consultant/Firm must: 

● Describe specific knowledge of and familiarity with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s requires for the CDBG Program 

● Describe specific knowledge of and familiarity with meeting the CDBG LMI 
Housing National Objective [24 CFR 570.483] 

● Describe specific knowledge of and familiarity with the MAD Grant Program 
guidelines 
 

 
Personnel Qualifications 
In this section, the Consultant/Firm must: 

● Identify any and all staff members who will work on the project, including 
their title/position and proposed role on the project   

● Provide an up-to-date resume for each staff member, including past 
experience, education, and 2-3 relevant project highlights 

○ Include any relevant project experience on CDBG projects, with an 
emphasis on housing and recreational facilities 

 
Project Approach 
In this section, based upon the Scope of Work described above, the Consultant/Firm 
must: 
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● Submit an approach plan consisting of proposed list of tasks organized by 
project milestones that the Consultant/Firm recommends to successfully 
carry out the program 

● Provide program performance details for the approach plan; estimated 
completion times per task, staffing plan per task, price types appropriate to 
the task and proposed deliverables and/or other measurements of program 
accomplishment 

 
Note: The Consultant/Firm should clearly describe how they intend to manage the 
MAD Grant and implement the project on behalf of and in collaboration with the 
City of West Monroe.   
 
Fee/Budget 
The total budget for these services is not to exceed $75,000. 
 
For each separate task, the Consultant/Firm must provide the following information: 

● Direct labor hours per task by staff position and each position’s corresponding 
hourly rate 

● Mileage and per diem required per task 
● Contracted services required per task 
● Supplies or materials identified by quantities and cost per unit 

 
The Consultant/Firm must show each subtotal per task as well as per budget 
category (as described above). The Consultant/Firm must also propose a cost ceiling 
to perform the overall contract. 
 
The City reserves the right to negotiate proposed costs with any and all 
Consultants/Firms that submit a proposal in response to this RFP. 
 
Selection Criteria 
The City will select a Consultant/Firm that has the relevant expertise developing, 
managing, and implementing CDBG funded Homeownership Assistance and Home 
Rehabilitation Programs and/or can demonstrate substantial experience working on 
projects related to grant management, grant administration, and compliance, 
affordable housing programs, homeownership assistance programs, program 
development and outreach, and project implementation. 
 
All proposals submitted in response to this RFP will be evaluated according to the 
following criteria and corresponding weighting system. The proposals will be 
evaluated on the basis of written materials. Incomplete or incorrect information may 
result in a lower evaluation. 
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● Submit an approach plan consisting of proposed list of tasks organized by 
project milestones that the Consultant/Firm recommends to successfully 
carry out the program 

● Provide program performance details for the approach plan; estimated 
completion times per task, staffing plan per task, price types appropriate to 
the task and proposed deliverables and/or other measurements of program 
accomplishment 

 
Note: The Consultant/Firm should clearly describe how they intend to manage the 
MAD Grant and implement the project on behalf of and in collaboration with the 
City of West Monroe.   
 
Fee/Budget 
The total budget for these services is not to exceed $75,000. 
 
For each separate task, the Consultant/Firm must provide the following information: 

● Direct labor hours per task by staff position and each position’s corresponding 
hourly rate 

● Mileage and per diem required per task 
● Contracted services required per task 
● Supplies or materials identified by quantities and cost per unit 

 
The Consultant/Firm must show each subtotal per task as well as per budget 
category (as described above). The Consultant/Firm must also propose a cost ceiling 
to perform the overall contract. 
 
The City reserves the right to negotiate proposed costs with any and all 
Consultants/Firms that submit a proposal in response to this RFP. 
 
Selection Criteria 
The City will select a Consultant/Firm that has the relevant expertise developing, 
managing, and implementing CDBG funded Homeownership Assistance and Home 
Rehabilitation Programs and/or can demonstrate substantial experience working on 
projects related to grant management, grant administration, and compliance, 
affordable housing programs, homeownership assistance programs, program 
development and outreach, and project implementation. 
 
All proposals submitted in response to this RFP will be evaluated according to the 
following criteria and corresponding weighting system. The proposals will be 
evaluated on the basis of written materials. Incomplete or incorrect information may 
result in a lower evaluation. 
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Evaluation Criteria Maximum Points 

Technical Approach 30 

Past Experience 25 

Personnel Qualifications 25 

Cost 20 

Total 100 

 
Proposal Submission 
Proposals can be sent electronically via email to alex@atlascostudios.com with the 
subject, “RFP-MAD West Monroe Make a Difference”, or mailed to ATTN: City of West 
Monroe, addressed to Alex Holland, PO Box 77791 Washington, DC 20002. The 
preferred submission method is through email.  
 
The proposal must be submitted no later than Monday, April, 14th, 2025 by 5:00pm 
CT. Proposals received after this date and time will not be evaluated by the City.  
 
Additional Information 
Questions regarding this RFP should be directed to Alex Holland at 
alex@atlascostudios.com in the subject, “Question RFP-MAD West Monroe Make a 
Difference”, no later than the date listed in the Schedule of Events.  
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PUBLIC NOTICES — Ouachita Parish

(Continued to Page 13B)

(Continued from Page 11B)

2.13 | $40.00
________________________________________________

2.13 | $41.25
________________________________________________

2.13 | $42.50
________________________________________________

2.13 | $65.00
________________________________________________

2.13 | $42.50
________________________________________________

2.13 | $48.75
________________________________________________

2.13 | $50.00
________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
EXHIBITS TO THIS ORDINANCE ARE ON FILE WITH THE CITY OF WEST MONROE 
AND CAN BE VIEWED AT WEST MONROE CITY HALL DURING REGULAR OFFICE
HOURS (Ask for Andrea Pate).

______________________________________________________________________
EXHIBITS TO THIS ORDINANCE ARE ON FILE WITH THE CITY OF WEST MONROE 
AND CAN BE VIEWED AT WEST MONROE CITY HALL DURING REGULAR OFFICE
HOURS (Ask for Andrea Pate).

______________________________________________________________________
EXHIBITS TO THIS ORDINANCE ARE ON FILE WITH THE CITY OF WEST MONROE 
AND CAN BE VIEWED AT WEST MONROE CITY HALL DURING REGULAR OFFICE
HOURS (Ask for Andrea Pate).

______________________________________________________________________
EXHIBITS TO THIS ORDINANCE ARE ON FILE WITH THE CITY OF WEST MONROE 
AND CAN BE VIEWED AT WEST MONROE CITY HALL DURING REGULAR OFFICE
HOURS (Ask for Andrea Pate).

______________________________________________________________________
EXHIBITS TO THIS RESOLUTION ARE ON FILE WITH THE CITY OF WEST MONROE 
AND CAN BE VIEWED AT WEST MONROE CITY HALL DURING REGULAR OFFICE
HOURS (Ask for Andrea Pate).
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PUBLIC NOTICES — Morehouse Parish
(Continued from Page 12B)

FYI: A local tax can only be instituted at the beginning of a calendar quar-
ter. If necessary steps are not completed at least 30 days prior to the quarter 
then the tax is in jeopardy. LRS: 47:337.5 and 337.23.

Run Date:  1.23,  1.30, 2.6, 2.13, 2.20| COST: $25.00
________________________________________________

FYI: A local tax can only be instituted at the beginning of a calendar quar-
ter. If necessary steps are not completed at least 30 days prior to the quarter 
then the tax is in jeopardy. LRS: 47:337.5 and 337.23.

Run Date:  1.23,  1.30, 2.6, 2.13, 2.20| COST: $25.00
________________________________________________

2.13 | $175.00
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

              
                  

SHERIFF’ SALE 
 

State of Louisiana, Parish of Morehouse, Fourth District Court 
 

GUARANTY BANK AND TRUST COMPANY OF DELHI 
VS NO. 2024-489 
J & LLL, LLC 

  
By virtue of a  WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Honorable FOURTH Judicial District Court in and 
for the  Parish  of  MOREHOUSE   in the above numbered and entitled suit and to me directed as Sheriff, I have seized 
and taken into my possession and will offer for sale at public auction to the highest and last bidder, within the hours 
prescribed by law for making judicial sales,   at the principal front door of the SHERIFFS OFFICE, 351 South 
Franklin,   in the City of Bastrop, Louisiana.  
 

WEDNESDAY  MARCH 26,  2025 
  
From the western corner of Lot 5 of the Division of the Dalton Property, as per plat filed in Official Plat Book 1, Page 75 of the 
Records of Morehouse Parish, Louisiana, run S 89 degrees 54 E along the southern line of said Lot 5 a distance of 1520 feet to an iron 
pipe and the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence turn and run N 48 degrees 58 E along the southern right of way line of Louisiana State 
Highway No. 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road) 291.98 feet to an iron pipe; thence run S 29 degrees 18’ East 220.44 feet to an iron pipe in 
the southern line of said Lot 5; thence turn and run N 89 degrees 54’ W along the said southern line of Lot 5 328.15 feet to an iron 
pipe and the Point of beginning. The above described tract of land is situated in a part of Lot 5 of the Division of Dalton Property, and 
being also situated in a portion of the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 20, Township 21 North, Range 6 East, Morehouse Parish, 
Louisiana, and containing 0.723 acres, more or less. Being the same property acquired by Mitchell L. Jordan and Beverly McCain 
Jordan from Jerry D. Moore, et us, by deed filed May 7, 1990, recorded in Conveyance Book 446, Page 770, of the records of 
Morehouse Parish, Louisiana. 
 
Municipal Address: 9016 Cooper Lake Road, Bastrop, LA 71220 
 
From an iron pipe at the northeast corner of Lot 6 of the Division of the Dalton Property as per plat recorded in Official Plat Book 1, 
Page 75 of the records of Morehouse Parish, Louisiana, thence run North 89 degrees 54’  West along the said northernline of Lot 6 for 
103.52 feet to an iron pipe and the Point of Beginning; thence run South 51 degrees 05’ 45” West for 50.65 feet to an iron pipe; thence 
turn and run North 36 degrees 09’ 46” West for 39.53 feet to an iron pipe in the aforesaid Northern line of Lot 6; thence run  south 89 
degrees 54’ East along the said northern line of Lot 6 for 62.74 feet to an iron pipe and the Point of Beginning. The above described 
tract of land is situated in a portion of Lot 6 of the division of the Dalton Property and contains 0.0230 acres. 
 
Municipal Address: 9012 Cooper Lake Road, Bastrop, LA 71220 
 
Seized as the property of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy said     WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE    
and all costs. 
 
TERMS OF  SALE:   FULL PAYMENT OF THE ADJUDICATION PRICE DUE AT TIME OF SALE:      
WITH  benefit of appraisement. 
 

       TO BE SOLD “IN GLOBO” 
                                                                            
1ST    AD:    2-13-25         
2ND  AD:    3-20-25 

          MIKE TUBBS, SHERIFF 
              MOREHOUSE PARISH LOUISIANA    

             
 

              
                  

SHERIFF’ SALE 
 

State of Louisiana, Parish of Morehouse, Fourth District Court 
 

U.S. BANK, N.A. AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO WACHOVIA 
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR MID-STATE TRUST 

XI 
VS NO. 2024-541 

KIMBERLY M. GIVENS (A/K/A KIMBERLY MICHELLE GIVENS, 
KIMBERLY GIVENS) 

  
By virtue of a  WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Honorable FOURTH 
Judicial District Court in and for the  Parish  of  MOREHOUSE    in the above numbered and 
entitled suit and to me directed as Sheriff, I have seized and taken into my possession and will 
offer for sale at public auction to the highest and last bidder, within the hours prescribed by law 
for making judicial sales,   at the principal front door of the SHERIFFS OFFICE, 351 South 
Franklin,   in the City of Bastrop, Louisiana.  
 
 

WEDNESDAY   APRIL 2, 2025 
 

  
Lot 39 of the Third Andrews Subdivision to, situated in the North 1/2 of NE 1/4 of Section 19, Township 
21 North, Range 6 East, and Being a portion of Lot 40 of Unit No. 1 of the Suburban Hills Subdivision, 
recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 70, and Lots 100, 101, and 102 of Andrews Subdivision, as per Plat in Plat 
Book 6 Page 35, the Plat of the Third Andrews Subdivision being filed thereof in official plat book 6, page 
61 of the records of Morehouse Parish, Louisiana. 
 
Which has the address of 6063 Tammy Lane, Bastrop, LA 71220 
 
 
Seized as the property of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy said     WRIT OF 
SEIZURE AND SALE    and all costs. 
 
TERMS OF  SALE:   FULL PAYMENT OF THE ADJUDICATION PRICE DUE 
AT TIME OF SALE:      WITH  benefit of appraisement. 
 
                                                                            
1ST    AD:  2-13-25           
2ND  AD:  3-27-25 
 

  MIKE TUBBS, SHERIFF 
              MOREHOUSE PARISH LOUISIANA 

                
               

                  
SHERIFF’ SALE 

 
State of Louisiana, Parish of Morehouse, Fourth District Court 

 
BASTROP LOAN COMPANY, INC. 

VS NO. 2024-470 
ROY DEWAYNE HAWKINS AND NIKKIE HAWKINS 

  
By virtue of a  WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Honorable FOURTH 
Judicial District Court in and for the  Parish  of  MOREHOUSE   in the above numbered and 
entitled suit and to me directed as Sheriff, I have seized and taken into my possession and will 
offer for sale at public auction to the highest and last bidder, within the hours prescribed by law 
for making judicial sales,   at the principal front door of the SHERIFFS OFFICE, 351 South 
Franklin,   in the City of Bastrop, Louisiana.  
 

WEDNESDAY   MARCH 26,  2025 
  
 
The following described property, together with the improvements thereon and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, situated in the Parish of Morehouse, State of Louisiana to wit: 
 
From the SE corner of SE of NE 0S Sec 11-20-5, TH N 00 Deg 03 Min 41 Sec E along E line of SEC 11 
for 100 ft. to PT of BEGIN; TH N 79 Deg 06 Min 10 Sec W 457.85 Ft to E R/W Line of Old Monroe Rd 
172.23 Ft; TH N 36 Deg 32 Min 00 Sec E along SD E R/W line for 146.79 Ft; TH S 63 Deg 30 Min 54 Sec 
E for 289.36 Ft to E line of Sec 11; TH S 00 Deg 03 41 Sec W along E line of Sec 11 For 213.16 Ft to PT 
of Begin, being situated in portion of SE on NE of Sec 11-20-5 contg 2.1410 acres.  
 
Assessor’s Plat # 20-5-11.9 
 
The Real Property or its address is commonly known as 7790 Old Monroe Rd., Bastrop, LA.  
 
 
Seized as the property of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy said     WRIT OF 
SEIZURE AND SALE    and all costs. 
 
TERMS OF  SALE:   FULL PAYMENT OF THE ADJUDICATION PRICE DUE 
AT TIME OF SALE:   WITHOUT  benefit of appraisement. 
 
                                                                            
1ST    AD: 2-13-25            
2ND  AD: 3-20-25    
 

  MIKE TUBBS, SHERIFF 
              MOREHOUSE PARISH LOUISIANA 
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS – OUACHITA PARISH
NOTICE

Proposed Constitutional Amendments to be voted on at 
the Municipal Primary Election

March 29, 2025
----------

CODING: Words which are struck through are deletions from existing law; words in 
boldface type and/or underscored are additions.

Proposed Amendment No. 1
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 2

--------
SENATE BILL NO. 1

BY SENATOR MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVE MCMAKIN
A JOINT RESOLUTION

	 Proposing to amend Article V, Sections 5(B), 15(A), and 16(A) of the 
Constitution of Louisiana, relative to jurisdiction of courts; to provide for disciplinary 
proceedings over attorneys from other jurisdictions concerning legal services in the state 
and over related unethical practices; to authorize creation of courts of limited or special-
ized jurisdiction; and to specify an election for submission of the proposition to electors 
and provide a ballot proposition. 
	
	 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to amend Article V, Sections 5(B), 15(A), and 16(A) of the Constitution of Loui-
siana, to read as follows: 
§5. Supreme Court; Jurisdiction; Rule-Making Power; Assignment of Judges 
	 Section 5.(A) 

	
* * *

	 (B) Original Jurisdiction. The supreme court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction of disciplinary proceedings against a member of the bar and any lawyer spe-
cially admitted by a court of this state for a particular proceeding, as well as any lawyer 
not admitted in this state who practices law or renders or offers to render any legal 
services in this state. 

* * *
§15. Courts; Retention; Jurisdiction; Judicial District Changes; Terms
	 Section 15.(A) Court Retention; Trial Courts of Limited Jurisdiction. The 
district, family, juvenile, parish, city, and magistrate courts existing on the effective date 
of this constitution are retained. Subject to the limitations in Sections 16 and 21 of this 
Article, the legislature by law may abolish or merge trial courts of limited or specialized 
jurisdiction. The legislature by law may establish trial courts of limited or specialized 
jurisdiction with parishwide territorial jurisdiction and subject matter jurisdiction which 
shall be uniform throughout the state by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected 
members of each house of the legislature. Effective January 1, 2007, the legislature by 
law may establish new judgeships for district courts and establish the new divisions 
with limited or specialized jurisdiction within the territorial jurisdiction of the district 
court and subject matter jurisdiction over family or juvenile matters as provided by law. 
The office of city marshal is continued until the city court he serves is abolished. 

	
* * *

§16. District Courts; Jurisdiction 
	 Section 16.(A) Original Jurisdiction. (1) Except as otherwise authorized by 
this constitution or except as heretofore or hereafter provided by law for 
administrative agency determinations in worker’s compensation matters, a district 
court shall have original jurisdiction of all civil and criminal matters. (2) It Except as oth-
erwise authorized under this constitution, it shall have exclusive original jurisdiction of 
felony cases and of cases involving title to immovable property, except as provided 
in (3) below; the right to office or other public position; civil or political right; probate 
and succession matters; except for administrative agency determination provided for 
in (1) above, the state, a political corporation, or political subdivisions, or a succession, 
as a defendant; and the appointment of receivers or liquidators for corporations or 
partnerships. (3) The legislature may provide by law that a family court has jurisdic-
tion of cases involving title to movable and immovable property when those cases 
relate to the partition of community property and the settlement of claims arising from 
matrimonial regimes when such action arises as a result of divorce or annulment of 
marriage. 

* * *
	 Section 2. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025, or at a statewide election authorized by law, whichever occurs first. 
	 Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used at said 
election there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall 
be permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposi-
tion shall read as follows: 

Do you support an amendment granting the Louisiana Supreme Court juris-
diction to discipline out-of-state lawyers for unethical legal practices in the 
state of Louisiana, and to grant the legislature the authority to establish trial 
courts of limited and specialized jurisdiction? (Amends Article V, Sections 
5(B), 15(A) and 16(A))

Proposed Amendment No. 2
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 1

--------
HOUSE BILL NO. 7

BY REPRESENTATIVE EMERSON AND SENATOR FOIL
A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to revise Article VII of the Constitution of Louisiana, relative to 
revenue and finance; to provide with respect to the power of taxation including limita-
tions thereon; to require uniformity with respect to certain local and state tax measures; 
to provide with respect to assessment of property and other items of taxation; to provide 
with respect to remittal of some or all of certain tax revenues to local entities; to provide 
with respect to rates of taxation; to provide with respect to dedication of certain revenue; 
to provide with respect to bonded indebtedness including limitations thereon; to provide 
with respect to the Interim Emergency Board; to provide with respect to the State Bond 
Commission; to provide with respect to deposit of monies received by the state or its 
instrumentalities; to provide with respect to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund; 
to provide with respect to expenditure of state revenues; to provide with respect to the 
Revenue Estimating Conference; to provide with respect to appropriations; to provide 
with respect to deficits; to provide with respect to budgets; to provide with respect to 
publication of certain data; to provide with respect to the Budget Stabilization Fund; 
to provide with respect to the Transportation Trust Fund including subfunds thereof; 
to provide with respect to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund; to provide for 
establishing certain classes of trusts and funds in the state treasury; to provide with 
respect to designation of certain trusts and funds in the state treasury as a member of 
such classes; to provide with respect to the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund 
including subfunds thereof; to provide with respect to the Mineral Revenue Audit 
and Settlement Fund; to provide with respect to the Oilfield Site Restoration Fund; 
to provide with respect to the Oil Spill Contingency Fund; to provide with respect to 
the Millennium Trust and any funds within it; to provide with respect to the Louisiana 
Fund; to provide with respect to the Artificial Reef Development Fund; to provide with 
respect to the legislature’s authority to take certain actions; to provide with respect to 
the Hospital Stabilization Formula and Fund; to provide with respect to the Louisiana 
Medical Assistance Trust Fund and any accounts therein; to provide with respect to the 
Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund; to provide with respect to the Conservation Fund; 
to provide with respect to public access to certain revenue and expenditure informa-
tion; to provide with respect to investment of certain monies; to provide with respect 
to things of value; to provide with respect to cooperative endeavors; to provide with 
respect to prior obligations regarding things of value; to provide with respect to release 
or extinguishment of certain obligations; to provide with respect to taxes; to require 
transfer of certain assets to the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana; to provide 
with respect to the authority of the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana regarding 
calculation of system liabilities and required funding; to provide with respect to use by 
certain political subdivisions of certain revenues to provide a salary increase for certain 
personnel; to provide with respect to valuation of property for tax purposes; to provide 
with respect to treatment of certain property, income, or things of value for tax purposes; 
to provide with respect to tax liability; to provide with respect to reduction or elimination 
of tax liability in certain circumstances; to provide with respect to certain payments to 
political subdivisions; to provide with respect to invalidation or impairment of certain 
taxes or obligations; to provide with respect to millage rates; to provide with respect to 
tax assessors; to provide with respect to tax sales; to provide with respect to liens and 
privileges; to provide with respect to the Revenue Sharing Fund; to provide with respect 
to the Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund; to create the Local Revenue 
Fund; to provide relative to the severance tax allocation on brine; to make technical 
and conforming changes; to provide for submission of the proposed amendment to the 
electors; and to provide for related matters.

Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the electors 
of the state of Louisiana, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to revise Article VII of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as follows:

ARTICLE VII. REVENUE AND FINANCE
PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

§1. Power to Tax; Public Purpose
Section 1.(A) Except as otherwise provided by this constitution, the power 

of taxation shall be vested in the legislature, shall never be surrendered, suspended, or 
contracted away, and shall be exercised for public purposes only.

(B) The power to tax may shall not be exercised by any court in the state, 
either by ordering the levy of a tax, an increase in an existing tax, or the repeal of an ex-
isting tax exemption or by ordering the legislature or any municipal or parish governing 
authority or any other political subdivision or governmental entity to do so.
§2. Power to Tax; Limitation

Section 2. The levy of a new tax, tax; an increase in an existing tax, tax; the 
enactment of a tax exemption, exclusion, deduction, credit, or rebate or an increase in 
the amount of a tax deduction, credit, or rebate; or a repeal of an existing tax exemption 
shall require the enactment of a law by two-thirds of the elected members of each house 
of the legislature.
§2.1. §3. Fees and Civil Fines; Limitation

Section 2.1. Section 3.(A) Any new fee or civil fine or increase in an existing 
fee or civil fine imposed or assessed by the state or any board, department, or agency in 
the executive branch of the state shall require the enactment of a law by a two-thirds vote 
of the elected members of each house of the legislature.

(B) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any department which is 
constitutionally created and headed by an officer who is elected by majority vote of the 
electorate of the state.

§2.2. Power to Tax; Sales and Use §4. Tax; Limitation
	 Section 2.2. Section 4.(A) Effective January 1, 2003, the sales 

and use tax rate imposed by the state of Louisiana or by a politi-
cal subdivision whose boundaries are coterminous with those of 
the state shall not exceed two percent of the price of the follow-
ing items:

	 (1) Food for home consumption, as defined in R.S. 47:305(D)(1)
(n) through (r) on January 1, 2003.

	 (2) Natural gas, electricity, and water sold directly to the con-
sumer for residential use.

	 (3) Prescription drugs.
	 (B) Effective July 1, 2003, the The sales and use tax imposed by 

the state of Louisiana or by a political subdivision whose bound-
aries are coterminous with those of the state shall not apply to 
sales or purchases of the following items:

	 (1) Food for home consumption, as defined provided in R.S. 
47:305(D)(1)(n) through (r) on January 1, 2003 R.S. 47:305(C)
(1) on January 1, 2025.

	 (2) Natural gas, electricity, and water sold directly to the con-
sumer for residential use.

	 (3) Prescription drugs.
	 (C) (B) As used in this Section, the term “sold directly to the 

consumer for residential use” includes the furnishing of natural 
gas, electricity, or water to single private residences, including 
the separate private units of apartment houses and other multiple 
dwellings, actually used for residential purposes, which resi-
dences are separately metered or measured, regardless of the fact 
that a person other than the resident is contractually bound to the 
supplier for the charges, actually pays the charges, or is billed for 
the charges. The use of electricity, natural gas, or water in hotel 
or motel units does not constitute residential use. 

	 (C) No ad valorem tax shall be imposed by the state of Louisiana 
or by a political subdivision on prescription drugs.

	 (D) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VI, Section 29 
of this constitution, the sales and use tax levied by a political 
subdivision shall apply to any sale at retail, use, lease, rental, 
consumption, or storage of goods, services, and other products 
as authorized by or required by law. 

	 (E) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution to 
the contrary, all local taxing authorities are hereby authorized to 
amend their ordinances concerning sales and use taxes to con-
form any existing levy to the authority granted to those taxing 
authorities pursuant to applicable law.

§2.3. §5. Power to Tax; Limitation; Sale or Transfer of Immovable 
Property Limitations

	 Section 2.3. Section 5.(A) A political subdivision shall not levy a 
severance tax, income tax, inheritance tax, or tax on motor fuel. 

	 (B) Effective January 1, 2026, no new sales and use tax exemp-
tion, exclusion, credit, rebate, or refund shall be enacted unless 
the proposed exemption, exclusion, credit, rebate, or refund is 
applicable to both sales and use taxes levied by the state and 
those levied by political subdivisions.

	 (C) No new tax or fee upon the sale or transfer of immovable 
property, including documentary transaction taxes or fees, or any 
other tax or fee, shall be levied by the state of Louisiana, by a po-
litical subdivision whose boundaries are coterminous with those 
of the state, or by a political subdivision, as defined in Article VI, 
Section 44(2) of this constitution after November 30, 2011.	
A documentary transaction is any transaction pursuant to any in-
strument, act, writing, or document which transfers or conveys 
immovable property. Fees for the cost of recordation, filing, or 
maintenance of documents, or records effectuating the sale or 
transfer of immovable property, impact fees for development of 
property, annual parcel fees, and ad valorem taxes shall not be 
considered taxes or fees upon the sale or transfer of immovable 
property. 

§3. §6. Collection of Taxes
	 Section 3. Section 6.(A) The legislature shall prohibit the issu-

ance of process to restrain the collection of any tax. It shall pro-
vide a complete and adequate remedy for the prompt recovery of 
an illegal tax paid by a taxpayer.

	 (B)(1) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this constitu-
tion, sales and use taxes levied by political subdivisions shall 
be collected by a single collector for each parish or a central 
collection commission. On or before July 1, 1992, all political 
subdivisions within each parish which levy a sales and use tax 
shall agree between and among themselves to provide for the 
collection of such taxes by a single collector or a central collec-
tion commission. The legislature, by general law, shall provide 
for the collection of sales and use taxes, levied by political sub-
divisions, by a central collection commission in those parishes 
where a single collector or a central collection commission has 
not been established by July 1, 1992.

	 (2) The legislature, by local law enacted by two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature, may establish 
an alternate method of providing for a single collector or a cen-
tral collection commission in each parish. 

	 (3) Except when authorized by the unanimous agreement of all 
political subdivisions levying a sales and use tax within a parish, 
only those political subdivisions levying a sales and use tax shall 
be authorized to act as the single collector or participate on any 
commission established for the collection of such taxes.

	 (4) The legislature shall provide for the prompt remittance to 
the political subdivisions identified on the taxpayers’ returns of 
funds collected pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph by 
a single collector or under any other centralized collection ar-
rangement.

	 (5) The provisions of Subparagraphs 1 and 2 of this Paragraph 
shall not apply in those parishes which have a single collector 
or a centralized collection arrangements as of July 1, 1992, that 
remains in effect.

	 (6) Taxes collected on behalf of a taxing authority by any collec-
tor shall be held in trust by the collector and shall be the property 
of the taxing authority for which they are collected.

	 (7) Nothing in this Paragraph or in Article VI of this constitu-
tion shall impede the operations or funding of the Uniform Local 
Sales Tax Board established by law. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this constitution to the contrary, the Uniform Local 
Sales Tax Board shall exercise any authority provided to it by 
law, provided that any change to the membership or reduction in 
the authority of the board, as effective on July 1, 2024, shall be 
by law enacted only by a vote of 

two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.
§4. §7. Income Tax; Severance Tax; Political Subdivisions Tax
	 Section 4.(A) Income Tax. Section 7. Equal and uniform taxes 

may be levied on net incomes, and these taxes may be gradu-
ated according to the amount of net income. incomes. Howev-
er, the maximum state individual rate shall not exceed four and 
three-quarters percent for tax years beginning after December 
31, 2021. Federal income taxes paid may be allowed as a deduct-
ible item in computing state income taxes for the same period as 
provided by law. three and three-quarters percent. For tax years 
beginning after December 31, 2025, a person sixty-five years of 
age or older shall be entitled to an additional standard deduction 
equal to the amount applicable for a single individual provided 
in R.S. 47:294.

§8. Severance Tax
	 (B) Severance Tax. (1) Section 8.(A) Taxes may be levied by the 

state on natural resources severed from the soil or water, to be 
paid proportionately by the owners thereof at the time of sever-
ance. Natural resources may be classified for the purpose of tax-
ation. Such taxes may be predicated upon either the quantity or 
value of the products at the time and place of severance. No fur-
ther or additional tax or license shall be levied or imposed upon 
oil, gas, or sulphur leases or rights. No additional value shall be 
added to the assessment of land by reason of the presence of oil, 
gas, or sulphur therein or their production therefrom. However, 
sulphur in place shall be assessed for ad valorem taxation to the 
person, firm, or corporation having the right to mine or produce 
the same in the parish where located, at no more than twice the 
total assessed value of the physical property subject to taxation, 
excluding the assessed value of sulphur above ground, as is used 
in sulphur operations in such parish. Likewise, the severance tax 
shall be the only tax on timber; however, standing timber shall 
be liable equally with the land on which it stands for ad valorem 
taxes levied on the land.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (1) of this Para-
graph, the presence of oil or gas or the production thereof, may 
be included in the methodology to determine the fair market val-
ue of an oil or gas well for ad valorem taxes.

(C) Political Subdivisions; Prohibitions. A political subdivision of the state 
shall not levy a severance tax, income tax, inheritance tax, or tax on motor fuel.

(D)(1) Severance Tax Allocation. (B) One-third of the sulphur severance 
tax, but not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-third of the lignite severance 
tax, but not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-half of severance tax on brine 
that is not produced as an incident to the production of oil and gas, unless the brine is 
saved, retained, used, or sold for the purpose of extracting the constituent parts, minerals, 
elements, or compounds, one-fifth of the severance tax on all natural resources, other 
than sulphur, lignite, brine, or timber, but not to exceed five hundred thousand dollars; 
and three-fourths of the timber severance tax shall be remitted to the governing authority 
of the parish in which severance or production occurs. The legislature may, by law, do 
any of the following:
	 (1) Increase or decrease the proportion of tax avails to be remitted for any of 

the severance taxes pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph.
(2) Establish an annual maximum that may be remitted pursuant to the pro-

visions of this Paragraph for any of the severance taxes, provided that the limitation shall 
not be an amount less than the amount provided for on July 1, 2024.

(2) Effective July 1, 1999, one-third of the sulphur severance tax, but not 
to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-third of the lignite severance tax, but not 
to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-fifth of the severance tax on all natural 
resources, other than sulphur, lignite, or timber, but not to exceed seven hundred fifty 
thousand dollars; and three-fourths of the timber severance tax shall be remitted to the 
governing authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs.

(3) Effective July 1, 2007, one-fifth of the severance tax on all natural 
resources other than sulphur, lignite, or timber shall be remitted to the governing 
authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs. The initial maximum 
amount remitted to the parish in which severance or production occurs shall not exceed 
eight hundred fifty thousand dollars. The maximum amount remitted shall be increased 
each July first, beginning in 2008, by an amount equal to the average annual increase 
in the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers, as published by the United States 
Department of Labor, for the previous calendar year, as calculated and adopted by the 
Revenue Estimating Conference.

(4)Effective April 1, 2012, the provisions of this Subparagraph shall be 
implemented if and when the last official forecast of revenues adopted for a fiscal year 
before the start of that fiscal year contains an estimate of severance tax revenues derived 
from natural resources other than sulphur, lignite, or timber in an amount which exceeds 
the actual severance tax revenues from such natural resources collected in Fiscal Year 
2008-2009. Upon the adoption of such official forecast, the Revenue Estimating Con-
ference shall certify that the requirements for the implementation of the provisions con-
tained in this Subparagraph have been met. In such event, the following distributions and 
allocations of severance tax revenues and other revenues provided in this Subparagraph 
shall be effective and implemented for the fiscal year for which the official forecast was 
adopted, and each year thereafter. The legislature shall provide by law for the adminis-
trative procedures necessary to change the severance tax allocation to parishes from a 
calendar year basis to a fiscal year basis.

(a)Remittance to parishes.
(i) In the first fiscal year of implementation of this Subparagraph, the 

maximum amount of severance tax on all natural resources other than sulphur, lignite, or 
timber which is remitted to the parish in which severance or production occurs shall not 
exceed one million eight hundred fifty thousand dollars. For all subsequent fiscal years, 
the maximum amount remitted to a parish shall not exceed two million eight hundred 
fifty thousand dollars.

(ii) On July first of each year the maximum amount remitted to the parish in 
which severance or production occurs, as provided in Item (i) of this Subsubparagraph, 
shall be increased by an amount equal to the average annual increase in the Consumer 
Price Index for all urban consumers for the previous calendar year, as published by the 
United States Department of Labor, which amount shall be as calculated and adopted by 
the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(iii) Of the total amount of severance tax revenues remitted in a fiscal year 
to a parish governing authority pursuant to the provisions of this Subparagraph, any 
portion which is in excess of the amount of such tax revenues remitted to that parish in 
Fiscal Year 2011-2012 shall be known as “excess severance tax”. At least fifty percent 
of the excess severance tax received by a parish governing authority in a fiscal year shall 
be expended within the parish in the same manner and for the same purposes as monies 
received by the parish from the Parish Transportation Fund.

(E) (C) Royalties Allocation. One-tenth of the royalties from mineral leases 
on state-owned land, land and lake and river beds and other water bottoms belonging to 
the state or the title to which is in the public for mineral development shall be remitted to 
the governing authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs. A parish 
governing authority may fund these royalties into general obligation bonds of the parish 
in accordance with law. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to properties 
comprising the Russell Sage Wildlife and Game Refuge.
§4.1. Cigarette Tax Rates

Section 4.1. To ensure revenue for the dedication provided for in Article 
VII, Section 10.8(C)(2)(c) of this constitution, the rate of the tax levied pursuant to 
R.S. 47:841(B)(3) shall not be less than the rate set forth in that provision as it exists on 
January 1, 2012.
§5. §9. Motor Vehicle License Tax 

Section 5. Section 9. The legislature shall impose an annual license tax of 
not more than one dollar per each one thousand dollars of actual value on automobiles 
for private use based on the actual value of the vehicle, as provided by law. Howev-
er, the annual license tax shall not be less than ten dollars per automobile for private 
use. On other motor vehicles, the legislature shall impose an annual license tax based 
upon carrying capacity, horsepower, value, weight, or any of these. After satisfying the 
requirements of Section 9(B) of this Article, and after satisfying pledges respecting that 
portion of the revenues attributable to the tax rates in effect at the time of such pledges 
for the payment of obligations for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness and upon 
the creation of a Transportation Trust Fund within this constitution, the revenues from 
the license tax on automobiles for private use shall be deposited therein. In the event no 
such trust fund is established in this constitution, the revenues shall be used exclusively 
and solely as provided by law for the construction, maintenance, and safety of the federal 
and state system of roads and bridges, for the parish and municipal road systems, for the 
operations of the office of state police, Department of Public Safety and Corrections or 
its successor, and for the payment of any obligation for bonds issued or indebtedness 
incurred in connection with any of the foregoing, which bonds may be issued as revenue 
bonds under Article VII, Section 6(C) of this constitution, subject to existing pledges 
only as to that portion of the tax collections attributable to the rates in effect at the time 
of such pledges for the payment of any obligations for bonds or other evidences of 
indebtedness outstanding on the effective date of this Section. No parish or municipality 
may impose a license fee on motor vehicles.
§6. §10. State Debt; Full Faith and Credit Obligations

Section 6. Section 10.(A) Authorization. Unless otherwise authorized by this 
constitution, the state shall have no power, directly or indirectly, or through any state 
board, agency, commission, or otherwise, to incur debt or issue bonds except by law 
enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. The debt 
may be incurred or the bonds issued only if the funds are to be used to repel invasion; 
suppress insurrection; provide relief from natural catastrophes; refund outstanding in-
debtedness at the same or a lower effective interest rate; or make capital improvements, 
but only in accordance with a comprehensive capital budget, which the legislature shall 
adopt.

(B) Capital Improvements. (1) If the purpose is to make capital improve-
ments, the nature and location and, if more than one project, the amount allocated to 
each and the order of priority shall be stated in the comprehensive capital budget which 
the legislature adopts.

(2) The estimated amount of debt service to be paid for capital improvements 
for the next fiscal year shall be stated as a separate item and by budget unit in the budget 
estimate required to be submitted by the governor in accordance with Section 11 Section 
23 of this Article.

(C) Full Faith and Credit. The full faith and credit of the state shall be 
pledged to the repayment of all bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued by 
the state directly or through any state board, agency, or commission pursuant to the 
provisions of Paragraphs (A) and (B) hereof. of this Section. The full faith and credit 
of the state is not hereby pledged to the repayment of bonds of a levee district, political 
subdivision, or local public agency. In addition, any state board, agency, or commission 
authorized by law to issue bonds, in the manner so authorized and with the approval of 
the State Bond Commission or its successor, may issue bonds which are payable from 
fees, rates, rentals, tolls, charges, grants, or other receipts or income derived by or in 
connection with an undertaking, facility, project, or any combination thereof, without a 
pledge of the full faith and credit of the state. Such revenue bonds may, but are not re-
quired to, be issued in accordance with the provisions of Paragraphs (A) and (B) hereof. 
of this Section. If issued other than as provided in Paragraphs (A) and (B), such revenue 
bonds shall not carry the pledge of the full faith and credit of the state and the issuance 
of the bonds shall not constitute the incurring of state debt under this constitution. The 
rights granted to deep-water port commissions or deep-water port, harbor, and terminal 
districts under this constitution shall not be impaired by this Section.

(D) Referendum. The legislature, by law enacted by two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house, may propose a statewide public referendum to authorize 
incurrence of debt for any purpose for which the legislature is not herein authorized to 
incur debt.

(E) Exception. Nothing in this Section shall apply to any levee district, polit-
ical subdivision, or local public agency unless the full faith and credit of the
state is pledged to the payment of the bonds of the levee district, political subdivision, or 
local public agency.

(F) Limitation. (1) The legislature shall provide for the determination of a 
limit to the amount of net state tax supported debt which may be issued by the state in 
any fiscal year. Net state tax supported debt shall be defined by law. When enacted, such 
definition shall not be changed except by specific legislative instrument which receives 
a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. 
The limitation shall be established so that by Fiscal Year 2003-2004 and thereafter the 
amount necessary to service outstanding net state tax supported debt shall not exceed six 
percent of the estimate of money to be received by the state general fund and dedicated 
funds contained in the official forecast adopted by the Revenue Estimating Conference 
at its first meeting after the beginning of each fiscal year and any other money required 
to be included in the estimate by this Paragraph. In making such estimate, the conference 
shall include all amounts which are to be used to service net state tax supported debt. For 
purposes of this Paragraph, servicing outstanding net state tax supported debt includes 
payments of principal, interest, and sinking fund requirements. The limitation established 
pursuant to this Paragraph shall not be construed to prevent the payment of debt service 
on net state tax supported debt.
	 (2) The limitation established pursuant to this Paragraph may be changed 
by passage of a specific legislative instrument by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature. The limitation may be exceeded 
by passage of a specific legislative instrument for a project or related projects by a 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature, 
provided that any debt service payment required for such the projects shall, once 
bonds have been issued in connection therewith, not be impaired in any future year by 
application of this limitation. The limitation established pursuant to this Subparagraph 
shall be deemed to be increased as necessary to accommodate any projects approved 
to exceed this limit if approved as provided in this Paragraph, but only as long as there 
are bonds outstanding for the projects.

	 (3) Except as provided in Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, the 
State Bond Commission shall not approve the issuance of any net 
state tax supported debt, the debt service requirement of which 
would cause the limit herein established to be exceeded.

§7. §11. State Debt; Interim Emergency Board Board; Composition; Powers
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Section 7. Section 11.(A) Composition. The Interim Emergency Board is cre-
ated. It shall be composed of the governor, lieutenant governor, state treasurer, presiding 
officer of each house of the legislature, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, and 
chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, or their designees. 

(B) Powers. (1) Between sessions of the legislature, when the board by 
majority vote determines that an emergency or impending flood emergency exists, it may 
appropriate from the state general fund or borrow on the full faith and credit of the state 
an amount to meet the emergency. The appropriation may be made or the indebtedness 
incurred only for a purpose for which the legislature may appropriate funds and then 
only after the board obtains, as provided by law, the written consent of two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature.

(2) For the purposes of this Paragraph, an emergency is an event or occur-
rence not reasonably anticipated by the legislature and an impending flood emergency 
shall be an anticipated situation which endangers an existing flood protection structure. 
The appropriation or indebtedness incurred for an impending flood emergency shall 
not exceed two hundred fifty thousand dollars for any one event or occurrence. For an 
impending emergency to qualify for funding it must be determined as such by the United 
States Army Corp Corps of Engineers or the United States Coast Guard. Total funding 
for such impending emergencies shall not exceed twenty-five percent of the funds annu-
ally available to the Interim Emergency Board.

(C) Limits. The aggregate of indebtedness outstanding at any one time and 
the amount appropriated from the state general fund for the current fiscal year under the 
authority of this Section shall not exceed one-tenth of one percent of total state revenue 
receipts for the previous fiscal year.

(D) Allocation. An amount sufficient to pay indebtedness incurred during the 
preceding fiscal year under the authority of this Section is allocated, as a first priority, 
each year from the state general fund.
§8. §12. State Bond Commission

Section 8. Section 12.(A) Creation. The State Bond Commission is created. 
Its membership and authority shall be determined by law.

(B) Approval of Bonds. No bonds or other obligations shall be issued or 
sold by the state, directly or through any state board, agency, or commission, or by any 
political subdivision of the state, unless prior written approval of the bond commission 
is obtained.

(C) Contesting State Bonds. Bonds, notes, certificates, or other evidences 
of indebtedness of the state (hereafter state, hereafter referred to as “bonds”) “bonds”, 
shall not be invalid because of any irregularity or defect in the proceedings or in the 
issuance and sale thereof and shall be incontestable in the hands of a bona fide purchaser 
or holder. The issuing agency, after authorizing the issuance of bonds by resolution, shall 
publish once in the official journal of the state, as provided by law, a notice of intention 
to issue the bonds. The notice shall include a description of the bonds and the security 
therefor. Within thirty days after the publication, any person in interest may contest 
the legality of the resolution, any provision of the bonds to be issued pursuant to it, the 
provisions securing the bonds, and the validity of all other provisions and proceedings 
relating to the authorization and issuance of the bonds. If no action or proceeding is 
instituted within the thirty days, no person may contest the validity of the bonds, the 
provisions of the resolution pursuant to which the bonds were issued, the security of the 
bonds, or the validity of any other provisions or proceedings relating to their authoriza-
tion and issuance, and the bonds shall be presumed conclusively to be legal. Thereafter 
no court shall have authority to inquire into such matters.
§9. §13. State Funds

Section 9. Section 13.(A) Deposit in State Treasury. All money received by 
the state or by any state board, agency, or commission shall be deposited immediately 
upon receipt in the state treasury, except that monies received: 

(1) as a result of grants or donations grants, donations, or other forms of 
assistance when the terms and conditions thereof or of agreements pertaining thereto 
require otherwise;

(2) by trade or professional associations; 
(3) by the employment security administration fund or its successor; 
(4) by retirement system funds; 
(5) by state agencies operating under authority of this constitution prepon-

derantly from fees and charges for the shipment of goods in international maritime trade 
and commerce; and 

(6) by a state board, agency, or commission, but pledged by it in connection 
with the issuance of revenue bonds as provided in Paragraph (C) of Section 6 10 of this 
Article, other than any surplus as may be defined in the law authorizing such revenue 
bonds.

(B) Bond Security and Redemption Fund. Subject to contractual obligations 
existing on the effective date of this constitution, all state money deposited in the state 
treasury shall be credited to a special fund designated as the Bond Security and Redemp-
tion Fund, except money received as the result of grants or donations or other forms of 
assistance when the terms and conditions thereof or of agreements pertaining thereto 
require otherwise. In each fiscal year an amount is allocated from the bond security and 
redemption fund sufficient to pay all obligations which that are secured by the full faith 
and credit of the state and which become due and payable within the current fiscal year, 
including principal, interest, premiums, sinking or reserve fund, and other requirements. 
Thereafter, except as otherwise provided by law, money remaining in the fund shall be 
credited to the state general fund.

(C) Exception. Nothing in this Section shall apply to a levee district or 
political subdivision unless the full faith and credit of the state is pledged to the payment 
of the bonds of the levee district or political subdivision.
§10. §14. Expenditure of State Funds Revenue

Section 10. Section 14.(A) Revenue Estimating Conference. The Reve-
nue Estimating Conference shall be composed of four members: the governor, or his 
designee, the president of the senate, or his designee, the speaker of the house or his 
designee, and a faculty member of a university or college in Louisiana who has expertise 
in forecasting revenues. Changes to the membership beyond the four members shall be 
made by law enacted by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature.

(B) Official Forecast. The conference shall prepare and publish initial and re-
vised estimates of money to be received by the state general fund and dedicated funds for 
the current and next fiscal years which are available for appropriation. In each estimate, 
the conference shall designate the money in the estimate which is recurring and which is 
nonrecurring. All conference decisions to adopt these estimates shall be by unanimous 
vote of its members. Changes to the unanimous vote requirement shall be made by law 
enacted by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the 
legislature. The most recently adopted estimate of money available for appropriation 
shall be the official forecast.

(C) Expenditure Limit. and Government Growth Limits. (1) Expenditure 
Limit. (a) The legislature shall provide for the determination of an expenditure limit 
for each fiscal year to be established during the first quarter of the calendar year for the 
next fiscal year. However, the expenditure limit for the 1991-1992 Fiscal Year shall be 
the actual appropriations from the state general fund and dedicated funds for that year 
except funds allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E). For subsequent 
fiscal years, the limit shall not exceed the expenditure limit for the current fiscal year 
plus an amount equal to that limit times a positive growth factor. The growth factor is the 
average annual percentage rate of change of personal income for Louisiana as defined 
and reported by the United States Department of Commerce for the three calendar years 
prior to the fiscal year for which the limit is calculated.

(2) (b) The expenditure limit may be changed in any fiscal year by a favor-
able vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house. Any such change in the 
expenditure limit shall be approved by passage of a specific legislative instrument which 
clearly states the intent to change the limit.

(3) (c) Beginning with the 1995-1996 Fiscal Year, the expenditure limit shall 
be determined in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph (J) of this Section. The 
redetermination of the expenditure limit for each fiscal year from the 1991-1992 Fiscal 
Year through the 1994-1995 Fiscal Year shall only be used in computing the expenditure 
limit for the 1995-1996 Fiscal Year and shall not affect the expenditure limit already 
computed in accordance with this Paragraph for such fiscal years.

(4) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to or affect funds allocat-
ed by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E).

(2) Government Growth Limit. (a) Beginning with the 2026-2027 Fiscal 
Year, there shall be a limit for each fiscal year above which appropriation of recurring 
revenue from the State General Fund (Direct) means of finance shall only be made for 
the purposes provided in this Subparagraph. Such limit shall be known as the Govern-
ment Growth Limit and shall be established by the Revenue Estimating Conference no 
later than the first quarter of the calendar year for the next fiscal year. The legislature 
shall establish procedures by law for the calculation and application of such limit.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this Subparagraph, if the Government 
Growth Limit calculated for any fiscal year exceeds the expenditure limit calculated for 
the same fiscal year, the Government Growth Limit shall be set equal to the expenditure 
limit. If the legislature alters the expenditure limit in a fiscal year and the resulting limit 
is lower than the Government Growth Limit for that fiscal year, the Government Growth 
Limit for that fiscal year shall automatically be lowered to equal the limit set by the 
legislature for the expenditure limit.

(c) Recurring revenue amounts recognized in the official forecast for the 
State General Fund (Direct) means of finance above the Government Growth Limit and 
below the expenditure limit may be appropriated only for nonrecurring expenses.For the 
purposes of this Item, the term “nonrecurring expense” means an expense that is not of 
a continuing or recurring character and that in the normal course of administration is not 
expected to be necessary in approximately the same amounts each year.

(d) The legislature may provide by law for exceptions to application of the 
limit calculated pursuant to the provisions of this Section.

(e) A Government Growth Limit may be changed by a favorable vote of 
two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature if each of the growth 
factors for any of the three fiscal years immediately preceding the year to be changed 
was two and one-half percent or less. Any change in the Government Growth Limit 
authorized by this Subsubparagraph shall be approved by passage of a specific legislative 
instrument which clearly states the intent to change the limit. 

(3) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to or affect funds allocat-
ed by Article VII, Section 8, Paragraphs (B) and (C).

(D) Appropriations. (1) Except as otherwise provided by this constitution, 
money shall be drawn from the state treasury only pursuant to an appropriation made 
in accordance with law. Appropriations from the state general fund and dedicated funds 
except funds allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E) Section 8, Para-
graphs (B) and (C) shall not exceed the expenditure limit for the fiscal year.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, the appropriation or 
allocation of any money designated in the official forecast as nonrecurring shall be made 
only for the following purposes:

(a) Retiring or for the defeasance of bonds in advance or in addition to the 
existing amortization requirements of the state.

(b)(i) Providing for payments against the unfunded accrued liability of the 

public retirement systems which are in addition to any payments required for the annual 
amortization of the unfunded accrued liability of the public retirement systems, as 
required by Article X, Section 29(E)(2)(c) of this constitution; however, any such pay-
ments to the public retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund 
cost-of-living increases for such systems.

(ii) For Fiscal Year 2015-2016 through Fiscal Year 2023-2024, the legislature 
shall appropriate no less than ten percent of any money designated in the official forecast 
as nonrecurring to the Louisiana State Employees’ Retirement System and the Teachers’ 
Retirement System of Louisiana for application to the balance of the unfunded accrued 
liability of such systems existing as of June 30, 1988, in proportion to the balance of 
such unfunded accrued liability of each such system. Any such payments to the public 
retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living increas-
es for such systems.

(iii) For Fiscal Year 2024-2025 and each fiscal year thereafter, the The legis-
lature shall appropriate no less than twenty-five percent of any money designated in the 
official forecast as nonrecurring to the state retirement systems for application to their 
unfunded accrued liability. Money appropriated pursuant to this Item shall be applied 
by the receiving system to its outstanding positive amortization bases in the order in 
which they were created, from oldest to newest. The legislature may provide by law for 
a formula to distribute the nonrecurring money between those state retirement systems 
that have unfunded accrued liability. If the legislature has not provided by law for a 
distribution formula, nonrecurring money shall be appropriated pursuant to this Item to 
each system in the proportion that the system’s total unfunded accrued liability bears to 
the total of all state system unfunded accrued liability, using the most recent system val-
uations adopted by the Public Retirement Systems’ Actuarial Committee or its successor. 
Any payment to a state retirement system made pursuant to the provisions of this Item 
shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living increases for such system.

(c) Providing funding for capital outlay projects in the comprehensive state 
capital budget.

(d) Providing Unless prohibited by the provisions of Article VII, Section 15
of this constitution, providing for allocation or appropriation for deposit into the
Budget Stabilization Fund established in Article VII, Section 10.3 15 of this constitution.

(e) Providing for allocation or appropriation for deposit into the Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Fund established in Article VII, Section 10.2 17 of this 
constitution.

(f) Providing for new highway construction for which federal matching 
funds are available, without excluding highway projects otherwise eligible as capital 
projects under other provisions of this constitution.

(3)(a) The legislature shall provide by law for the payment by the state of 
supplements to the salaries of full-time local law enforcement and fire protection officers 
of the state. No law shall reduce any payments by the state provided as a supplement to 
the salaries of full-time local law enforcement and fire protection officers of the state. 
Beginning with the fiscal year which begins July 1, 2003, the The legislature shall 
appropriate funds sufficient to fully fund the cost of such state supplement to the salaries 
of full-time law enforcement and fire protection officers.

(b) For the purposes of this Subparagraph, local law enforcement and fire 
protection officers shall mean and include the same classes of officers which are eligible 
for such state salary supplements under the law as of July 1, 2003.

(c) Full funding as required in Subsubparagraph (a) of this Subparagraph 
shall be equal to the amount which is required to meet the requirements of law.

(d) Neither the governor nor the legislature may reduce an appropriation 
made pursuant to this Subparagraph except that the governor may reduce such an ap-
propriation using means provided in the Act containing the appropriation, provided that 
two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature consent to any such 
reduction in writing.

(E) Balanced Budget. Appropriations by the legislature from the state general 
fund and dedicated funds for any fiscal year year, except funds allocated by Article VII, 
Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E) Section 8, Paragraphs (B) and (C), shall not exceed 
the official forecast in effect at the time the appropriations are made. Appropriations of 
recurring revenue from the state general fund and dedicated funds, shall comply with the 
provisions of Subparagraph (C)(2) of this Section.

(F) Projected Deficit. (1) The legislature by law shall establish a procedure to 
determine if appropriations will exceed the official forecast and an adequate method for 
adjusting appropriations in order to eliminate a projected deficit. Any law establishing 
a procedure to determine if appropriations will exceed the official forecast and methods 
for adjusting appropriations, including any constitutionally protected or mandated alloca-
tions or appropriations, once enacted, shall not be changed except by specific legislative 
instrument which receives a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article III, Section 2 of this 
constitution, such law may be introduced and considered in any regular session of the 
legislature.

(2)(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution to the 
contrary, adjustments to any constitutionally protected or mandated allocations or 
appropriations, and transfer of monies associated with such adjustments, are authorized 
when state general fund allocations or appropriations have been reduced in an aggregate 
amount equal to at least seven-tenths of one percent of the total of such allocations and 
appropriations for a fiscal year. Such adjustments may not exceed five percent of the 
total appropriation or allocation from a fund for the fiscal year. For purposes of this 
Subsubparagraph, reductions to expenditures required by Article VIII, Section 13(B) of 
this constitution shall not exceed one percent and such reductions shall not be applicable 
to instructional activities included within the meaning of instruction pursuant to the 
Minimum Foundation Program formula. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
constitution to the contrary, monies transferred as a result of such budget adjustments are 
deemed available for appropriation and expenditure in the year of the transfer from one 
fund to another, but in no event shall the aggregate amount of any transfers exceed the 
amount of the deficit.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution to the contrary, 
for the purposes of the budget estimate and enactment of the budget for the next fiscal 
year, when the official forecast of recurring revenues for the next fiscal year is at least 
one percent less than the official forecast for the current fiscal year, the following pro-
cedure may be employed to avoid a budget deficit in the next fiscal year. An amount not 
to exceed five percent of the total appropriations or allocations for the current fiscal year 
from any fund established by law or this constitution shall be available for expenditure in 
the next fiscal year for a purpose other than as specifically provided by law or this con-
stitution. For the purposes of this Subsubparagraph, an amount not to exceed one percent 
of the current fiscal year appropriation for expenditures required by Article VIII, Section 
13(B) of this constitution shall be available for expenditures for other purposes in the 
next fiscal year. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this constitution to the contrary, 
monies made available as authorized under this Subsubparagraph may be transferred to 
a fund for which revenues have been forecast to be less than the revenues in the current 
fiscal year for such fund. Monies transferred as a result of the budget actions authorized 
by this Subsubparagraph are deemed available for appropriation and expenditure, but 
in no event shall the aggregate amount of any such transfers exceed the amount of the 
difference between the official forecast for the current fiscal year and the next fiscal year.

(c) The legislature may provide by law for the implementation of the provi-
sions of this Subparagraph.

(3) If within thirty days of the determination that appropriations will exceed 
the official forecast the necessary adjustments in appropriations are not made to elimi-
nate the projected deficit, the governor shall call a special session of the legislature for 
this purpose unless the legislature is in regular session. This special session shall com-
mence as soon as possible as allowed by the provisions of this constitution, including but 
not limited to Article III, Section 2(B).

(4) The provisions of Subparagraphs (1) and (2) of this Paragraph shall not 
be applicable to, nor affect:

(a) The Bond Security and Redemption Fund or any bonds secured thereby, 
or any other funds pledged as security for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness.

(b) The allocations provided for by Article VII, Section 4(D) and (E) Section 
8, Paragraphs (B) and (C) of this constitution.

(c) The contributions made in accordance with Article X, Section 29(E) of 
this constitution.

(d) The Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund as defined in Article VII, 
Section 10.1(A)(1) of this constitution.

(e) The Millennium Trust as provided in Article VII, Section 10.8 20 of this 
constitution, except for appropriations from the trust.

(f) (e) Any monies not required to be deposited in the state treasury as pro-
vided in Article VII, Section 9 13 of this constitution.

(g) (f) The Medicaid Trust Fund for the Elderly created under the provisions 
of R.S. 46:2691 et seq.

(h) The Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund, as provided in Article VII, Section 
10.15 of this constitution.

(i) (g) The Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund, as provided 
in Article VII, Section 28 42 of this Constitution.

(G) Year End Deficit. If a deficit exists in any fund at the end of a fiscal year, 
that deficit shall be eliminated no later than the end of the next fiscal year.

(H) Publication. The legislature shall have published a regular statement of 
receipts and expenditures of all state money at intervals of not more than one year.

(I) Public Purpose. No appropriation shall be made except for a public 
purpose.

(J) Definition of Funds. For the purposes of this Article, the state general 
fund and dedicated funds shall be all money required to be deposited in the state treasury, 
except that money the origin of which is:

(1) The federal government.
(2) Self-generated collections by any entity subject to the policy and man-

agement authority established by Article VIII, Sections 5 through 7.
(3) A transfer from another state agency, board, or commission.
(4) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to or affect funds

allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E) Section 8, 
Paragraphs (B) and (C).

§15. Budget Stabilization Fund
	 Section 15.(A) There is hereby established in the state treasury a 

Budget Stabilization Fund, hereafter referred to in this Section as 
the “fund”. After compliance with the provisions of Article VII, 
Section 13(B) of this constitution relative to the Bond Security 
and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall make deposits into the 
fund as follows:

(1) All money available for appropriation from the state general fund 
and dedicated funds in excess of the expenditure limit, except 
funds allocated by Article VII, Section 8, Paragraphs (B) and (C) 
of this constitution.

(2) Twenty-five percent of any money designated in the official fore-
cast as nonrecurring as provided in Article VII, Section 14(D)(2) 
of this constitution.

(3) Any money appropriated or transferred to the fund by the legis-

lature.
(4) An amount equivalent to the money received by the state from the 

federal government for the reimbursement of costs associated 
with a federally declared disaster, not to exceed the amount of 
costs appropriated out of the fund for the same disaster pursuant 
to Subparagraph (C)(3) of this Section.

(B) Money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law. Earnings 
realized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the 
fund shall be deposited to the credit of the fund. All unexpended 
and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of the fiscal 
year shall remain in the fund.

(C) The money in the fund shall not be available for appropriation or 
use except under the following conditions:

(1) If the official forecast of recurring money for the next fiscal year is 
less than the official forecast of recurring money for the current 
fiscal year, the difference, not to exceed one-third of the fund 
shall be incorporated into the next year’s official forecast only 
after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature is obtained. If the legislature is not in 
session, the two-thirds consent requirement shall be obtained by 
procedures provided by law.

(2) If a deficit for the current fiscal year is projected due to a decrease 
in the official forecast, an amount equal to one-third of the fund 
not to exceed the projected deficit may be appropriated after the 
consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of 
the legislature is obtained. If the legislature is not in session, the 
two-thirds consent requirement shall be obtained by procedures 
provided by law.

(3) If there is a federally declared disaster in the state, up to one-third 
of the fund, not to exceed the state costs associated with the di-
saster, may be appropriated after the consent of two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature is obtained. If 
the legislature is not in session, the two-thirds consent require-
ment shall be obtained by procedures provided by law.

(4) In no event shall the amount included in the official forecast for 
the next fiscal year pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Para-
graph, plus the amount appropriated in the current fiscal year 
pursuant to Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, plus the amount 
appropriated pursuant to Subparagraph (3) of this Paragraph ex-
ceed one-third of the fund balance at the beginning of the current 
fiscal year.

(5) No appropriation or deposit to the fund shall be made if such appro-
priation or deposit would cause the balance in the fund to exceed 
seven and one-half percent of total state revenue receipts for the 
previous fiscal year.

§16. Transportation Trust Fund
Section 16.(A) Creation of fund. There shall be established in the state 

treasury a special trust fund known as the Transportation Trust 
Fund (“the trust fund”) in which shall be deposited the “excess 
revenues” as defined herein which are a portion of the avails re-
ceived in each year from all taxes levied on gasoline and motor 
fuels and on special fuels (said avails referred to as the “rev-
enues”) as provided herein. After satisfying pledges respecting 
that portion of the revenues attributable to the tax rates in effect 
at the time of such pledges for the payment of obligations for 
bonds or other evidences of indebtedness on January 1, 1990, the 
treasurer shall allocate such portion of the revenues received in 
each year as necessary to pay all principal, interest, premium, if 
any, and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, and 
payment in respect of bonds as authorized in Paragraph (C) of 
this Section. Thereafter, the portion of the revenues remaining 
shall be deposited in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund in 
the state treasury. After the payment of any obligations for bonds 
or other evidences of indebtedness in existence on January 1, 
1990, which are secured by revenues; (2) payments in respect of 
bonds authorized in Paragraph (C) of this Section; and (3) credit 
to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall 
deposit in and credit to the trust fund all of the revenues remain-
ing (the “excess revenues”) from the avails of all taxes levied 
on gasoline and motor fuels and on special fuels. Purchases of 
gasoline, diesel fuel, or special fuels which are subject to excise 
tax under Chapter 7 of Subtitle II of Title 47 of the Louisiana 
Revised Statutes of 1950 shall be exempt from the state sales tax 
and any sales tax levied by a political subdivision as defined by 
Article VI, Section 44(2). All monies appropriated by the Federal 
Highway Administration and the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, or their successors, either reimbursed or paid directly, shall 
be paid directly or deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(B)(1) Except as provided for in Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, 
the monies in the trust fund shall be appropriated or dedicat-
ed solely and exclusively for the costs for and associated with 
construction and maintenance of the roads and bridges of the 
state and federal highway systems, the Statewide Flood-Control 
Program or its successor, ports, airports, transit, and the Parish 
Transportation Fund or its successor and for the payment of all 
principal, interest, premium, if any, and other obligations inci-
dent to the issuance, security, and payment in respect of bonds 
or other obligations payable from the trust fund as authorized in 
Paragraph (D) of this Section. Unless pledged to the repayment 
of bonds authorized in Paragraphs (C) or (D) of this Section, the 
monies in the trust fund allocated to ports, airports, flood control, 
parish transportation, and state highway construction shall be 
appropriated annually by the legislature only pursuant to pro-
grams established by law which establish a system of priorities 
for the expenditure of such monies, except that the Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Model for Economic Development, which 
shall include only those projects enumerated in House Bill 17 
of the 1989 First Extraordinary Session of the Legislature and 
US Highway 61 from Thompson Creek to the Mississippi Line, 
in lieu of “US 61-Bains to Mississippi Line”, and US Highway 
165 from I-10 to Alexandria to Monroe to Bastrop and thence on 
US Highway 425 from Bastrop to the Arkansas Line, in lieu of 
“US 165-I-10 Alexandria-Monroe-Bastrop-Arkansas Line” and 
LA 15-Natchez, Mississippi to Chase in lieu of “LA 15-Natchez, 
Mississippi to Monroe”, shall be funded as provided by law. The 
state-generated tax monies appropriated for ports, Parish Trans-
portation Fund, or its successor, and the Statewide Flood-Control 
Program, or its successor shall not exceed twenty percent annual-
ly of the state-generated tax revenues in the trust fund; provided, 
however, that no less than the avails of one cent of the excise tax 
on gasoline and special fuels shall be appropriated each year to 
the Parish Transportation Fund, or its successor.Beginning with 
the appropriation for Fiscal Year 2025-2026, the annual appro-
priation for airports shall be calculated as provided by law. Un-
encumbered and unexpended balances at the end of each fiscal 
year shall remain in the trust fund. The earnings realized in each 
fiscal year on the investment of monies in the trust fund shall be 
deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(2) There is hereby established in the Transportation Trust Fund a spe-
cial subfund to be known as the “Construction Subfund”, here-
inafter referred to as “the subfund”. The monies in the subfund 
shall be appropriated and dedicated solely for the direct costs 
associated with actual project delivery, construction, and mainte-
nance of transportation and capital transit infrastructure projects 
of the state and local government. The monies in the subfund that 
are appropriated by the legislature to the Department of Trans-
portation and Development, or its successor, shall not be utilized 
by the department for the payment of employee wages and relat-
ed benefits or employee retirement benefits.

(C) The State Bond Commission or its successor, may issue and sell 
bonds, notes, or other obligations (“Bonds”) secured by a pledge 
of a portion of the revenues not to exceed the avails of four 
cents per gallon of the taxes on gasoline and motor fuels and 
on special fuels received by the state treasurer. Bonds so issued 
may also be secured by a pledge of all or a portion of excess 
revenues as additional security therefor, and if so pledged any 
portion thereof needed to pay principal, interest, or premium, if 
any, and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, and 
payment in respect to Bonds may be expended by the treasurer 
without the need for legislative appropriation. The Bonds may be 
issued in the manner set forth in this Section to provide for the 
costs for and associated with construction and maintenance of 
the roads and bridges of the state and federal highway systems, 
Statewide Flood- Control Program, ports, airports, and for any 
other purpose for which monies in the trust fund may be expend-
ed as provided by law. Such Bonds shall not be considered to be 
debt under Article VII, Section 10 of this constitution, unless the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 10, relative to incurring debt 
by the state are met, in which case the full faith and credit of the 
state may also be pledged in addition to the revenues received 
by the treasurer.

(D) The State Bond Commission or its successor may also issue and 
sell bonds, notes, or other obligations secured by a pledge of the 
excess revenues deposited in the trust fund, which shall other-
wise be issued in the manner and for the purposes provided for 
in this Section, and if so pledged any portion thereof needed to 
pay principal, interest, or premium, if any, and other obligations 
incident to the issuance, security, and payment in respect thereof 
may be expended by the treasurer without the need for legislative 
appropriation. 

(E) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued pursuant to the provisions 
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of Paragraphs (C) or (D) of this Section may be issued in the 
manner provided by resolution of the State Bond Commission 
or its successor under the authority of said Paragraphs without 
compliance with any other requirement of this constitution or 
law. Paragraphs (C) and (D) of this Section shall be deemed 
self-operative.

§17. Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund
Section 17.(A) There shall be established in the state treasury the Coastal 

Protection and Restoration Fund to provide a dedicated, recurring source of revenues 
for the development and implementation of a program to protect and restore Louisiana’s 
coastal area.

(B) The money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law and any 
earnings realized on investment of money in the fund shall be deposited in and credited 
to the fund. Money from donations, transfers, appropriations, or dedications, may be 
deposited in and credited to the fund. Any unexpended money remaining in the fund at 
the end of the fiscal year shall be retained in the fund.

(C) The money in the fund may be appropriated for purposes consistent with 
the Coastal Protection Plan developed by the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authori-
ty or its successor. No appropriation shall be made from the fund inconsistent with the 
purposes of the plan.

(D)(1)(a) Subject to Section 13(B) of this Article, in each fiscal year, the 
federal revenues that are received by the state generated from Outer Continental Shelf 
energy production, including but not limited to oil and gas activity, wind energy, solar 
energy, tidal energy, wave energy, geothermal energy, and other alternative or renewable 
energy production or sources, and eligible, as provided by federal law, to be used for the 
purposes of this Paragraph shall be deposited and credited by the treasurer to the Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Fund.

(b) Federal revenues credited to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund 
pursuant to this Paragraph shall be used only for the purposes of coastal protection, in-
cluding conservation, coastal restoration, hurricane protection, and infrastructure directly 
impacted by coastal wetland losses.

(2) The treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Fund all other monies dedicated to the fund by law. Once enacted, such ded-
ication shall not be changed except by law enacted by the favorable vote of two-thirds of 
the elected members of each house of the legislature.
§18. Permanent Trust Funds

Section 18. (A) Funds created by the legislature and designated as permanent 
trust funds shall be subject to the following restrictions:

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, funds deposited into a 
permanent trust fund shall constitute its principal and shall be held in trust permanently 
and invested by the state treasurer as provided by law.

(2) Except as authorized in this constitution, no portion of the principal of 
a permanent trust fund, except for investment purposes as authorized by law, may be 
removed.

(3) Interest and investment earnings from monies held in a permanent trust 
shall not constitute any portion of the principal and may be dedicated as provided by law. 
Once enacted, any such dedication shall not be changed except by a law enacted by the 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.

(B) Unless provided otherwise by this constitution or by the provisions of 
the subfund, the provisions of Paragraph (A) of this Section shall apply to any subfund 
created within a permanent trust.

(C) A fund’s status as a permanent trust fund may only be changed by law 
enacted by the favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the 
legislature.

(D) Each of the following shall be permanent trust funds:
(1) The Millennium Trust.
(2) The Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund.
(3) Any other trust designated by law as a permanent trust fund.

§19. Program Funds
Section 19.(A) By a law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of 

each house, the legislature may create or designate a fund as a program fund in the 
state treasury. A program fund shall not be changed except by a law enacted by the 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. The 
two-thirds vote required herein may only be changed by two-thirds vote of the elected 
members of each house of the legislature. The purposes of the program funds designated 
herein shall be retained and may only be changed by a two-thirds vote of the elected 
members of each house of the legislature.

(B) Each of the following funds shall be a program fund:
(1) The Artificial Reef Development Fund.
(2) The Oil Spill Contingency Fund.
(3) The Oilfield Site Restoration Fund.
(4) The Louisiana Fund.
(5) The Local Revenue Fund.
(6) Any other fund designated by law as a program fund.

§10.1. Quality Trust Fund; Education
Section 10.1.(A) Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund. (1) Effective 

January 1, 1987, there shall be established in the state treasury as a special permanent 
trust fund the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund, hereinafter referred to as the 
“Permanent Trust Fund.” After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemp-
tion Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of this constitution, and notwithstand-
ing Article XIV, Section 10 of this constitution, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit 
to the Permanent Trust Fund all money which is received after the first one hundred 
million dollars from the federal government under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the 
United States Code which is attributable to mineral production activity or leasing activity 
on the Outer Continental Shelf which has been held in escrow pending a settlement 
between the United States and the state of Louisiana; twenty-five percent of the recurring 
revenues received under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the United States Code which are 
attributable to mineral production activity or leasing activity on the Outer Continental 
Shelf; twenty-five percent of the interest income earned on investment of monies in the 
Permanent Trust Fund; seventy-five percent of the realized capital gains on investment 
of the Permanent Trust Fund, unless such percentage is changed by law enacted by two-
thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature; and twenty-five percent of 
the dividend income earned on investment of the Permanent Trust Fund. No appropria-
tion shall be made from the Permanent Trust Fund. If any such money has been received 
prior to the effective date of this Section, the treasurer shall transfer from the state 
general fund to the Permanent Trust Fund on the effective date of this Section an amount 
of money which shall make the Permanent Trust Fund balance equal to the amount of 
such money previously received, except for the first one hundred million dollars. After 
six hundred million dollars has been credited to the Permanent Trust Fund, the sum of 
fifty million dollars shall be credited to the Coastal Environment Protection Trust Fund, 
as established in R.S. 30:313, from those monies received from the federal government 
under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the United States Code which is attributable to 
mineral production activity or leasing activity on the Outer Continental Shelf and which 
has been held in escrow pending a settlement between the United States and the state of 
Louisiana; all funds in excess of seven hundred fifty million dollars shall be credited to 
the Permanent Trust Fund.

(2) After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund 
as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of the constitution, and notwithstanding Article 
XIV, Section 10 of the constitution, seventy-five percent of the recurring revenues 
received under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the United States Code which are attribut-
able to mineral production activity or leasing activity, and the percent remaining of the 
realized capital gains and interest income and dividend income earned on investment 
of the Permanent Trust Fund after the deposit required to the Permanent Trust Fund in 
Paragraph A(1) of this Section shall be deposited and credited to a special fund which is 
hereby created in the state treasury and which shall be known as the Louisiana Quality 
Education Support Fund, hereinafter referred to as the “Support Fund”.

(3) All recurring revenues and interest earnings shall be credited to the 
respective funds as provided in Subparagraphs (1) and (2) above until the balance in the 
Permanent Trust Fund equals two billion dollars. After the Permanent Trust Fund reaches 
a balance of two billion dollars, all interest earnings on the Permanent Trust Fund shall 
be credited to the Support Fund and all recurring revenues shall be credited to the State 
General Fund.

(B)Investment. The money credited to the Permanent Trust Fund pursuant to 
Paragraph (A) of this Section shall be permanently credited to the Permanent Trust Fund 
and shall be invested by the treasurer. Notwithstanding any provision of this constitu-
tion or other law to the contrary, a portion of money in the Permanent Trust Fund, not 
to exceed thirty-five percent, may be invested in stock. The legislature shall provide 
for procedures for the investment of such monies by law. The treasurer shall contract, 
subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission, for the management of such 
investments. The amounts in the Support Fund shall be available for appropriation to pay 
expenses incurred in the investment and management of the Permanent Trust Fund and 
for educational purposes only as provided in Paragraphs (C) and (D) of this Section.

(C)Reports; Allocation. (1) The State Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education and the Board of Regents shall annually submit to the legislature and the 
governor not less than sixty days prior to the beginning of each regular session of the 
legislature a proposed program and budget for the expenditure of the monies in the 
Support Fund. Proposals for such expenditures shall be designed to improve the quality 
of education and shall specifically designate those monies to be used for administrative 
costs, as defined and authorized by law.

(2) Except for appropriations to pay expenses incurred in the investment 
and management of the Permanent Trust Fund, the legislature shall appropriate from the 
Support Fund only for educational purposes provided in Paragraph (D) of this Section 
and shall appropriate fifty percent of the available funds for higher educational purposes 
and fifty percent for elementary and secondary educational purposes. Those monies to 
be used for administrative costs shall be expended for such purposes only if so approved 
and appropriated by the legislature.

(3)The legislature shall appropriate the total amount intended for higher ed-
ucational purposes to the Board of Regents and the total amount intended for elementary 
and secondary educational purposes to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education which boards shall allocate the monies so appropriated to the programs as 
previously approved by the legislature.

(4) The monies appropriated by the legislature and disbursed from the 
Support Fund shall not displace, replace, or supplant appropriations from the general 
fund for elementary and secondary education, including implementing the Minimum 
Foundation Program, or displace, replace, or supplant funding for higher education. For 
elementary and secondary education and for higher education, this Paragraph shall mean 
that no appropriation for any fiscal year from the Support Fund shall be made for any 
purpose for which a general fund appropriation was made in the previous year unless 
the total appropriations for that fiscal year from the state general fund for such purpose 
exceed general fund appropriations for the previous year. This Paragraph shall in no way 
limit general fund appropriations in excess of the minimum amounts herein established.

(D) Disbursement; Higher Education and Elementary and Secondary Edu-

cation.
(1) The treasurer shall disburse not more than fifty percent of the monies in 

the Support Fund as that money is appropriated by the legislature and allocated by the 
Board of Regents for any or all of the following higher educational purposes to enhance 
economic development:

(a) The carefully defined research efforts of public and private universities in 
Louisiana.

(b) The endowment of chairs for eminent scholars.
(c) The enhancement of the quality of academic, research, or agricultural 

departments or units within a community college, college, or university. These funds 
shall not be used for athletic purposes or programs.

(d) The recruitment of superior graduate students.
(2) The treasurer shall disburse not more than fifty percent of the monies 

in the Support Fund as that money is appropriated by the legislature and allocated by 
the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for any or all of the following 
elementary and secondary educational purposes:

(a) To provide compensation to city or parish school board professional 
instructional employees.

(b) To insure an adequate supply of superior textbooks, library books,equip-
ment, and other instructional materials.

(c) To fund exemplary programs in elementary and secondary schools de-
signed to improve elementary or secondary student academic achievement or vocation-
al-technical skill.

(d) To fund carefully defined research efforts, including pilot programs, 
designed to improve elementary and secondary student academic achievement.

(e) To fund school remediation programs and preschool programs.
(f) To fund the teaching of foreign languages in elementary and secondary 

schools.
(g) To fund an adequate supply of teachers by providing scholarships or 

stipends to prospective teachers in academic or vocational-technical areas where there is 
a critical teacher shortage.
§10.2. Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund

Section 10.2(A) There shall be established in the state treasury the Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Fund to provide a dedicated, recurring source of revenues 
for the development and implementation of a program to protect and restore Louisiana’s 
coastal area.

Of revenues received in each fiscal year by the state as a result of the pro-
duction of or exploration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as mineral revenues from 
severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, and excluding such reve-
nues received by the state as a result of grants or donations when the terms or conditions 
thereof require otherwise, the treasurer shall make the following allocations:

(1) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 
Section 9(B) of this constitution.

(2) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-
tions 4(D) and (E) of this constitution.

(3) As provided by the requirements of Article VII, Sections 10-A and 10.1 
of this constitution.

(B)(1) After making the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A), the trea-
surer shall then deposit in and credit to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund any 
amount of mineral revenues that may be necessary to insure that a total of five million 
dollars is deposited into such fund for the fiscal year from this source; provided that the 
balance of the fund which consists of mineral revenues from severance taxes, royalty 
payments, bonus payments, or rentals shall not exceed an amount provided by law, but in 
no event shall the amount provided by law be less than five hundred million dollars.

(2) After making the allocations and deposits provided for in Paragraphs (A) 
and (B)(1) of this Section, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Coastal Protec-
tion and Restoration Fund as follows:

(a) Ten million dollars of the mineral revenues in excess of six hundred mil-
lion dollars which remain after the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A) are made by 
the treasurer.

(b) Ten million dollars of the mineral revenues in excess of six hundred fifty 
million dollars which remain after the allocations provided in Paragraph (A) are made by 
the treasurer.

However, the balance of the fund which consists of mineral revenues from 
severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals shall not exceed an 
amount provided by law, but in no event shall the amount provided by law be less than 
five hundred million dollars.

(C) The money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law and any 
earnings realized on investment of money in the fund shall be deposited in and credited 
to the fund. Money from other sources, such as donations, appropriations, or dedications, 
may be deposited in and credited to the fund; however, the balance of the fund which 
consists of mineral revenues from severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, 
or rentals shall not exceed an amount provided by law, but in no event shall the amount 
provided by law be less than five hundred million dollars. Any unexpended money 
remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be retained in the fund.

(D) The money in the fund may be appropriated for purposes consistent with 
the Coastal Protection Plan developed by the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authori-
ty, or its successor.

No appropriation shall be made from the fund inconsistent with the purposes 
of the plan.

(E)(1) Subject to Sections 9(B) and 10.1 of this Article, in each fiscal year, 
the federal revenues that are received by the state generated from Outer Continental 
Shelf energy production, including but not limited to oil and gas activity, wind energy, 
solar energy, tidal energy, wave energy, geothermal energy, and other alternative or 
renewable energy production or sources, and eligible, as provided by federal law, to be 
used for the purposes of this Paragraph shall be deposited and credited by the treasurer to 
the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund.

(2) Federal revenues credited to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund 
pursuant to this Paragraph shall be used only for the purposes of coastal protection, in-
cluding conservation, coastal restoration, hurricane protection, and infrastructure directly 
impacted by coastal wetland losses.

(3) The fund balance limitations provided for in Paragraph (B) of this 
Section relative to the mineral revenues deposited to this fund shall not apply to revenues 
deposited pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph.

(F)(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VII, Section 10, Article VII, 
Section 10.3, Article VII, Section 10.8, or any other provision of this constitution to the 
contrary, if, after July 1, 2006, the state securitizes any portion of the revenues received 
from the Master Settlement Agreement executed November 23, 1998, and approved by 
Consent Decree and Final Judgment entered in the case “Richard P. Ieyoub, Attorney 
General, ex rel. State of Louisiana v. Philip Morris, Incorporated, et al.,” bearing Num-
ber 98-6473 on the docket of the Fourteenth Judicial District for the parish of Calcasieu, 
state of Louisiana, the treasurer shall transfer to the fund established in Paragraph A of 
this Section twenty percent in the aggregate of the revenues received as a result of the 
securitization occurring after July 1, 2006.

(2) The legislature may appropriate up to twenty percent of the funds depos-
ited into the fund pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph to the Barrier Island 
Stabilization and Preservation Fund to be used for purposes of the Louisiana Coastal 
Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Program.

(3) The fund balance limitations provided for in Paragraph (B) of this 
Section relative to the mineral revenues deposited to this fund shall not apply to revenues 
deposited pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph.
§10.3. Budget Stabilization Fund

Section 10.3.(A) There is hereby established in the state treasury a Budget 
Stabilization Fund hereinafter referred to as the fund. Money shall be deposited in the 
fund as follows:

(1) All money available for appropriation from the state general fund and 
dedicated funds in excess of the expenditure limit, except funds allocated by Article VII, 
Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E), shall be deposited in the fund.

(2)(a) All revenues received in each fiscal year by the state in excess of 
seven hundred fifty million dollars, hereinafter referred to as the base, as a result of the 
production of or exploration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as mineral revenues, 
including severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, and excluding 
such revenues designated as nonrecurring pursuant to Article VII, Section 10(B) of the 
constitution, any such revenues received by the state as a result of grants or donations 
when the terms or conditions thereof require otherwise, and revenues derived from any 
tax on the transportation of minerals, shall be deposited in the fund after the following 
allocations of said mineral revenues have been made:

(i) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided by Article VII, 
Section 9 (B) of this constitution.

(ii) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-
tions 4 (D) and (E) of this constitution.

(iii) As provided by the requirements of Article VII, Section 10-A and 10.1 
of this constitution.

(b) The base may be increased every ten years beginning in the year 2000 
by a law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. 
Any such increase shall not exceed fifty percent in the aggregate of the increase in the 
consumer price index for the immediately preceding ten years.

(3) Twenty-five percent of any money designated in the official forecast as 
nonrecurring as provided in Article VII, Section 10(D)(2) of this constitution shall be 
deposited in and credited to the fund.

(4) Any money appropriated to the fund by the legislature including any 
appropriation to the fund from money designated in the official forecast as provided in 
Article VII, Section 10(D)(2) of this constitution shall be deposited in the fund.

(5) An amount equivalent to the money received by the state from the federal 
government for the reimbursement of costs associated with a federally declared disaster, 
not to exceed the amount of costs appropriated out of the fund for the same disaster 
pursuant to Subparagraph (C)(3) of this Section.

(B) Money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law. Earnings real-
ized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the fund shall be deposited to the 
credit of the fund. All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of 
the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

(C) The money in the fund shall not be available for appropriation or use 
except under the following conditions:

(1) If the official forecast of recurring money for the next fiscal year is less 
than the official forecast of recurring money for the current fiscal year, the difference, 
not to exceed one-third of the fund shall be incorporated into the next year’s official 
forecast only after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the 
legislature. If the legislature is not in session, the two-thirds requirement may be satisfied 
upon obtaining the written consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of 
the legislature in a manner provided by law.

(2) If a deficit for the current fiscal year is projected due to a decrease in the 
official forecast, an amount equal to one-third of the fund not to exceed the projected 
deficit may be appropriated after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of 

each house of the legislature.	 Between sessions of the legislature the appropriation 
may be made only after the written consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature.

(3) If there is a federally declared disaster in the state, up to one-third of 
the fund, not to exceed the state costs associated with the disaster, may be appropriated 
after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. 
Between sessions of the legislature, the appropriation may be made only with written 
consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.

(4) In no event shall the amount included in the official forecast for the next 
fiscal year pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph, plus the amount appropriated 
in the current fiscal year pursuant to Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, plus the amount 
appropriated pursuant to Subparagraph (3) of this Paragraph exceed one-third of the fund 
balance at the beginning of the current fiscal year.

(5) No appropriation or deposit to the fund shall be made if such appropria-
tion or deposit would cause the balance in the fund to exceed four percent of total state 
revenue receipts for the previous fiscal year.
§10.5. Mineral Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund

Section 10.5.(A) There shall be established in the state treasury the Mineral 
Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund, hereinafter referred to as the “fund”. Of revenues 
received in each fiscal year by the state through settlements or judgments which equal, in 
both principal and interest, five million dollars or more for each such settlement or judg-
ment, resulting from underpayment to the state of severance taxes, royalty payments, bo-
nus payments, or rentals, the treasurer shall make the following allocations as required:

(1) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 
Section 9(B) of this constitution.

(2) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-
tion 4(D) and (E) of this constitution.

(3) As provided by the requirements of Article VII, Sections 10-A, 10.1, 
10.2, and 10.3 of this constitution.

(B) After making the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A), the treasurer 
shall then deposit in and credit to the Mineral Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund any 
such remaining revenues. Any revenues deposited in and credited to the fund shall be 
considered mineral revenues from severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, 
or rentals for purposes of determining deposits and credits to be made in and to the 
Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 10.2 of this 
constitution. Any revenues deposited in and credited to the fund shall not be considered 
mineral revenues for purposes of the Budget Stabilization Fund as provided in Article 
VII, Section 10.3 of this constitution. Money in the fund shall be invested as provided by 
law. The earnings realized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the Mineral 
Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund shall be deposited in and credited to the Mineral 
Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund.

(C) After making the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A), the treasurer 
shall credit thirty-five million dollars to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund, and 
thereafter any monies credited to the fund in any fiscal year may be annually appropriat-
ed by the legislature only for the purposes of retirement in advance of maturity through 
redemption, purchase, or repayment of debt of the state, pursuant to a plan proposed by 
the State Bond Commission to maximize the savings to the state; for payments against 
the unfunded accrued liability of the public retirement systems which are in addition 
to any payments required for the annual amortization of the unfunded accrued liability 
of the public retirement systems, required by Article X, Section 29 of this constitution; 
however, any such payment to the public retirement systems shall not be used, directly 
or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living increases for such systems; and for deposit in the 
Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund.
§10.6. Oilfield Site Restoration Fund

Section 10.6.(A) Oilfield Site Restoration Fund. Effective January 4, 1996, 
there shall be established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the Oilfield Site Resto-
ration Fund, hereinafter referred to as the restoration fund. Out of the funds remaining in 
the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from that 
fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become 
due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article VII, Section 9(B) of this 
constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the restoration fund all of the following:

(1) All revenue from the types and classes of fees, penalties, other revenues, 
or judgments associated with site cleanup activities paid into the restoration fund as pro-
vided by law on the effective date of this Section. Such revenue shall be deposited in the 
restoration fund even if the names of such fees, other revenues, or penalties are changed.

Any increase in the amount charged for such fees, penalties, other revenues, 
or judgments associated with site cleanup activities enacted by the legislature after the 
effective date of this Section, for the purpose of orphaned oilfield site restoration shall be 
irrevocably dedicated and deposited in the restoration fund.

(2) The balance remaining on January 4, 1996 in the Oilfield Site Restoration 
Fund established by law.

(3) All funds or revenues which may be donated expressly to the restoration 
fund.

(4) All site-specific trust account funds established by law.
(B) The monies in the restoration fund shall be appropriated by the legisla-

ture to the Department of Natural Resources, or its successor, and shall be used solely for 
the programs and purposes of oilfield site restoration as required by law.

(C) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the restoration fund at the 
end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the fund shall be invested 
by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned on monies invested by 
the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The treasurer shall prepare and submit to the 
department on a quarterly basis a printed report showing the amount of money contained 
in the fund from all sources.

(D) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to or affect funds allocated 
by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E).
§10.7. Oil Spill Contingency Fund

Section 10.7.(A) Oil Spill Contingency Fund. Effective January 4, 1996, 
there shall be established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the Oil Spill Contingen-
cy Fund, hereinafter referred to as the contingency fund. Out of the funds remaining in 
the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from that 
fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become 
due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article VII, Section 9(B) of this 
constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the contingency fund all of the following, on the 
effective date of this Section:

(1) All revenue from the types and classes of fees, taxes, penalties, judg-
ments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds collected or other revenue paid into 
the contingency fund as provided by law on the effective date of this Section. Such 
revenue shall be deposited in the contingency fund even if the names of such fees, taxes, 
penalties, judgments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds collected or other 
revenues are changed.

Any increase in the amount charged for such fees, taxes, penalties, 
judgments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds collected or other revenue, or 
any new fees, taxes, penalties, judgments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds 
collected or other revenue enacted by the legislature for the purposes of abatement and 
containment of actual or threatened unauthorized discharges of oil after the effective date 
of this Section, shall be irrevocably dedicated and deposited in the contingency fund.

(2) The balance remaining on January 4, 1996 in the Oil Spill Contingency 
Fund established by law.

(3) All funds or revenues which may be donated expressly to the contingency 
fund.

(B) The monies in the contingency fund shall be appropriated by the legis-
lature to be used solely for the programs and purposes of abatement and containment of 
actual or threatened unauthorized discharges of oil as provided by law; and for adminis-
trative expenses associated with such programs and purposes as provided by law.

(C) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the contingency fund at 
the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the fund shall be invest-
ed by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned on monies invested 
by the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The balance of the fund shall not exceed 
thirty million dollars or otherwise as provided by law.

(D) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to or affect funds allocated 
by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E).
§10.8. §20. Millennium Trust

Section 10.8. Section 20. Millennium Trust
(A) Creation
(1) There shall be established in the state treasury as a special permanent 

trust known as the “Millennium Trust”. After allocation of money to the Bond Security 
and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) Section 13(B) of this 
constitution, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Millennium Trust certain 
monies received as a result of the Master Settlement Agreement, hereinafter the “Settle-
ment Agreement”, executed November 23, 1998, and approved by Consent Decree and 
Final Judgment entered in the case “Richard P. Ieyoub, Attorney General, ex rel. State of 
Louisiana v. Philip Morris, Incorporated, et al.”, bearing Number 98-6473 on the docket 
of the Fourteenth Judicial District for the parish of Calcasieu, state of Louisiana; and all 
dividend and interest income and all realized capital gains on investment of the monies 
in the Millennium Trust. Louisiana. The treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the 
Millennium Trust the following amounts of monies received as a result of the Settlement 
Agreement:

(a) Fiscal Year 2000-2001, forty-five percent of the total monies received 
that year.

(b) Fiscal Year 2001-2002, sixty percent of the total monies received that 
year.

(c) Fiscal Year 2002-2003 and each fiscal year thereafter, seventy-five per-
cent of the total monies received that year. each fiscal year However, beginning in Fiscal 
Year 2011-2012 after the balance in the Millennium Trust reaches a total of one billion 
three hundred eighty million dollars, the monies deposited in and credited to the Millen-
nium Trust, received as a result of the Settlement Agreement, which shall be allocated to 
the various funds TOPS Fund within the Millennium Trust as provided in Subsubpara-
graphs (2)(b), (3)(b), and (4)(b) and (c) of this Paragraph. Trust.

(d) For Fiscal Year 2000-2001, Fiscal Year 2001-2002, and Fiscal Year 2002-
2003, ten percent of the total monies received in each of those years for credit to the 
Education Excellence Fund which, notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (C)
(1) of this Section, shall be appropriated for the purposes provided in Subsubparagraph 
(d) of Subparagraph (3) of Paragraph (C) of this Section.

(2)(a) The Health Excellence Fund shall be established as a special fund 
within the Millennium Trust. Funding for the Health Excellence Fund shall be provided 
by law; however, no portion of the settlement agreement proceeds shall be deposited 
into the fund. The treasurer shall credit to the Health Excellence Fund one-third of the 
Settlement Agreement proceeds deposited each year into the Millennium Trust, and one-
third of all investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer 
shall report annually to the legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust investment 
earnings credited to the Health Excellence Fund.
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(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
treasurer shall credit to the Health Excellence Fund one-third of all investment earnings 
on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the 
legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust investment earnings credited to the 
Health Excellence Fund.

(c) Beginning on July 1, 2012, after allocation of money to the Bond Securi-
ty and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of this constitution, the 
state treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Health Excellence Fund an amount equal 
to the revenues derived from the tax levied pursuant to R.S. 47:841(B)(3).

(3)(a) The Education Excellence Fund shall be established as a special fund 
within the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall credit to the Education Excellence Fund 
one-third of the Settlement Agreement proceeds deposited each year into the Millennium 
Trust, and one-third of all investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium 
Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the legislature and the state superintendent 
of education as to the amount of Millennium Trust investment earnings credited to the 
Education Excellence Fund.

(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
treasurer shall credit to the Education Excellence Fund one-third of all investment earn-
ings on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to 
the legislature and the state superintendent of education as to the amount of Millennium 
Trust investment earnings credited to the Education Excellence Fund.

(4)(a) The TOPS Fund shall be established as a special fund within the 
Millennium Trust. In addition to the deposits required pursuant to the provisions of 
Subparagraph (A)(1) of this Section, additional amounts may be deposited into the fund 
as provided by law. Settlement Agreement proceeds allocated to the TOPS Fund each 
year shall not constitute trust principal for purposes of Section 18 of this Article and may 
be appropriated as provided by law. The treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the TOPS 
Fund one-third of the Settlement Agreement proceeds deposited into the Millennium 
Trust, and one-third of all investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium 
Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the legislature as to the amount of Millenni-
um Trust investment earnings credited to the TOPS Fund.

(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
treasurer shall credit to the TOPS Fund one hundred percent of the Settlement Agreement 
proceeds deposited into the Millennium Trust, and one-third of all investment earnings 
on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the 
legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust Settlement Agreement proceeds and 
investment earnings credited to the TOPS Fund.

(c) Upon the effective date of this Subsubparagraph, the state treasurer shall 
deposit, transfer, or otherwise credit funds in an amount equal to such Settlement Agree-
ment proceeds deposited in and credited to the Millennium Trust received by the state 
between April 1, 2011 and the effective date of this Subsubparagraph to the TOPS Fund.

(5) (4) The amount of Settlement Agreement revenues deposited in the 
Millennium Trust and credited to the respective funds may be increased and the amount 
of such revenues deposited into the Louisiana Fund may be decreased by a specific legis-
lative instrument which receives a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of 
each house of the legislature.

(B) Investment. Monies credited to the Millennium Trust pursuant to Para-
graph (A) of this Section shall be invested by the treasurer with the same authority and 
subject to the same restrictions as the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund. However, 
the portion of monies in the Millennium Trust which may be invested in stock may be in-
creased to no more than fifty percent by a specific legislative instrument which receives a 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. The 
legislature shall provide for procedures for the investment of such monies by law. The 
treasurer may contract, subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission, for the 
management of such investments and, if a contract is entered into, amounts necessary to 
pay the costs of the contract shall be appropriated from the Millennium Trust.

(C) Appropriations. (1)(a) Appropriations from the Education Excellence 
Fund shall be limited to an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual 
earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust 
allocated as provided by Paragraph (A) of this Section and as recognized by the Revenue 
Estimating Conference. Amounts determined to be available for appropriation shall be 
those aggregate investment earnings which are in excess of an inflation factor as deter-
mined by the Revenue Estimating Conference. The amount of realized capital gains on 
investment which may be included in the aggregate earnings available for appropriation 
in any year shall not exceed the aggregate of earnings from interest and dividends for 
that year.

(b)(i) For Fiscal Year 2011-2012, appropriations from the Health Excellence 
Fund shall be limited to an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual 
earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust 
and credited to the Health Excellence Fund as provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(b) of 
this Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(ii) For Fiscal Year 2012-2013, and each fiscal year thereafter, appropriations 
from the Health Excellence Fund shall be limited to an annual amount not to exceed the 
estimated aggregate annual earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains 
on investment of the trust and credited to the Health Excellence Fund as provided by 
Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(b) of this Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating 
Conference and the amount of proceeds credited to and deposited into the Health Excel-
lence Fund as provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(c) of this Section.

(c)(i) For Fiscal Year 2011-2012, appropriations from the TOPS Fund shall 
be limited to the amount of Settlement Agreement proceeds credited to and deposited 
into the TOPS Fund as provided by Subsubparagraphs (A)(4)(b) and (c) of this Section, 
and an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual earnings from inter-
est, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust and credited to the 
TOPS Fund as provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(4)(b) of this Section and as recognized 
by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(ii) For Fiscal Year 2012-2013, and each fiscal year thereafter, appropriations 
from the TOPS Fund shall be limited to the amount of annual Settlement Agreement 
proceeds credited to and deposited into the TOPS Fund as provided in Subsubparagraph 
(A)(4)(b) of this Section, and an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate 
annual earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the 
trust and credited to the TOPS Fund as provided in Subsubparagraph (A)(4)(b) of this 
Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(iii) Further, for Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, 
amounts determined to be available for appropriation from the TOPS Fund from interest 
earnings shall be those aggregate investment earnings which are in excess of an inflation 
factor as determined by the Revenue Estimating Conference. The amount of realized 
capital gains on investment which may be included in the aggregate earnings available 
for appropriation in any year shall not exceed the aggregate of earnings from interest and 
dividends for that year.

(2) Appropriations from the Health Excellence Fund shall be restricted to the 
following purposes:

(a) Initiatives to ensure the optimal development of Louisiana’s children 
through the provision of appropriate health care, including children’s health insurance, 
services provided by school-based health clinics, rural health clinics, and primary care 
clinics, and early childhood intervention programs targeting children from birth through 
age four including programs to reduce infant mortality.

(b) Initiatives to benefit the citizens of Louisiana with respect to health care 
through pursuit of innovation in advanced health care sciences, and the provision of 
comprehensive chronic disease management services.

(c) Each appropriation from the Health Excellence Fund shall include perfor-
mance expectations to ensure accountability in the expenditure of such monies.

(3) Appropriations from the Education Excellence Fund shall be limited as 
follows:

(a) Fifteen percent of monies available for appropriation in any fiscal year 
from the Education Excellence Fund shall be appropriated to the state superintendent 
of education for distribution on behalf of all children attending private elementary and 
secondary schools that have been approved by the State Board of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education, both academically and as required for such school to receive money 
from the state.

(b) Appropriations shall be made each year to the Louisiana Educational 
Television Authority in the amount of seventy-five thousand dollars and to the Louisiana 
School for the Deaf, the Louisiana School for the Visually Impaired, the Louisiana Spe-
cial Education Center in Alexandria, the Jimmy D. Long, Sr. Louisiana School for Math, 
Science, and the Arts, the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts, the Louis Armstrong 
High School for the Arts, and Thrive Academy, after such schools are operational, to 
provide for a payment to each school of seventy-five thousand dollars plus an allocation 
for each pupil equal to the average statewide per pupil amount provided each city, parish, 
and local school system pursuant to Subsubparagraph (e) of this Subparagraph.

(c) Appropriations may be made for independent public schools approved 
by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or any city, parish, or other 
local school system, laboratory schools approved by the State Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education and operated by a public postsecondary education institution, and 
for alternative schools and programs which are authorized and approved by the State 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education but are not subject to the jurisdiction and 
management of any city, parish, or local school system to provide for an allocation for 
each pupil, which shall be the average statewide per pupil amount provided in each city, 
parish, or local school system pursuant to Subsubparagraph (e) of this Subparagraph.

(c) Beginning Fiscal Year 2007-2008 and for each fiscal year thereafter, of 
the monies available for appropriation after providing for the purposes enumerated in 
Subsubparagraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this Subparagraph, one hundred percent of the 
monies available for appropriation in any fiscal year shall be appropriated for each city, 
parish, and other local school system on a pro rata basis which is based on the ratio of 
the student population of that school or school system to that of the total state student 
population as contained in the most recent Minimum Foundation Program.

(f) Monies appropriated pursuant to this Subparagraph shall be restricted to 
expenditure for pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade instructional enhancement for 
students, including early childhood education programs focused on enhancing the prepa-
ration of at-risk children for school, remedial instruction, and assistance to children who 
fail to achieve the required scores on any tests passage of which are required pursuant to 
state law or rule for advancement to a succeeding grade or other educational programs 
approved by the legislature. Expenditures for maintenance or renovation of buildings, 
capital improvements, and increases in employee salaries are prohibited. The state super-
intendent of education shall be responsible for allocating all money due private schools.

(g) Each recipient entity shall annually prepare and submit to the state De-
partment of Education, hereinafter the “department”, a prioritized plan for expenditure of 
funds it expects to receive in the coming year from the Education Excellence Fund. The 
plan shall include performance expectations to ensure accountability in the expendi-
ture of such monies. The department shall review such plans for compliance with the 
requirements of this Subparagraph and to assure that the expenditure plans will support 
excellence in educational practice. No funds may be distributed to a recipient entity until 
its plan has received both legislative and departmental approval as provided by law.

(h) No amount appropriated as required in this Paragraph shall displace, 

replace, or supplant appropriations from the general fund for elementary and secondary 
education, including implementing the Minimum Foundation Program. This Subsubpara-
graph shall mean that no appropriation for any fiscal year from the Education Excellence 
Fund shall be made for any purpose for which a general fund appropriation was made in 
the previous year unless the total appropriations for the fiscal year from the state general 
fund for such purpose exceed general fund appropriations of the previous year. Nor shall 
any money allocated to a city or parish school board pursuant to this Paragraph displace, 
replace, or supplant locally generated revenue, which means that no allocation to any 
city or parish school board from the investment earnings attributable to the Education 
Excellence Fund shall be expended for any purpose for which a local revenue source 
was expended for that purpose for the previous year unless the total of the local revenue 
amount expended that fiscal year exceeds the total of such local revenue amounts for the 
previous fiscal year.

(i) The treasurer shall maintain within the state treasury a record of the 
amounts appropriated and credited for each entity through appropriations authorized in 
this Subparagraph and which remain in the state treasury. Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of this constitution to the contrary, such amounts, and investment earnings 
attributable to such amounts, shall remain to the credit of each recipient entity at the 
close of each fiscal year.

(4) (2) Appropriations from the TOPS Fund shall be restricted to support of 
state programs for financial assistance for students attending Louisiana institutions of 
postsecondary education.
§10.9. Louisiana Fund

Section 10.9. Louisiana Fund
(A) The Louisiana Fund is established in the state treasury as a special fund. 

After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Ar-
ticle VII, Section 9(B) of this constitution, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the 
Louisiana Fund all remaining monies received as a result of the Settlement Agreement 
after deposits into the Millennium Trust as provided in Section 10.8 of this Article, and 
all interest income on the investment of monies in the Louisiana Fund. Monies in the 
Louisiana Fund shall be invested by the treasurer in the same manner as the state general 
fund.

(B) Appropriations from the Louisiana Fund shall be restricted to the follow-
ing purposes:

(1) Initiatives to ensure the optimal development of Louisiana’s children 
through enhancement of educational opportunities and the provision of appropriate 
health care, which shall include but not be limited to:

(a) Early childhood intervention programs targeting children from birth 
through age four, including programs to reduce infant mortality.

(b) Support of state programs for children’s health insurance.
(c) School-based health clinics, rural health clinics, and primary care clinics.
(2) Initiatives to benefit the citizens of Louisiana with respect to health care 

through pursuit of innovation in advanced health care sciences, provision of comprehen-
sive chronic disease management services, and expenditures for capital improvements 
for state health care facilities.

(3) Provision of direct health care services for tobacco-related illnesses.
(4) Initiatives to diminish tobacco-related injury and death to Louisiana’s 

citizens through educational efforts, cessation assistance services, promotion of a tobac-
co-free lifestyle, and enforcement of the requirements of the Settlement Agreement by 
the attorney general.

(C) Each appropriation from the Louisiana Fund shall include performance 
expectations to ensure accountability in the expenditure of such monies.	
Any unexpended and unencumbered monies in each fund at the end of a fiscal year shall 
remain in the respective fund.
§10.11. Artificial Reef Development Fund

(A) Artificial Reef Development Fund. There shall be established in the state 
treasury, as a special fund, the Artificial Reef Development Fund. Out of the funds re-
maining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated 
from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state that 
become due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article VII, Section 9(B) 
of this constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the Artificial Reef Development Fund the 
monies received as provided in Paragraph (B) of this Section.

(B) The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized 
to accept and receive grants, donations of monies, and other forms of assistance from pri-
vate and public sources that are provided to the state for the purpose of siting, designing, 
constructing, permitting, monitoring, and otherwise managing an artificial reef system.

(C) The monies in the Artificial Reef Development Fund shall be appropri-
ated by the legislature to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, or its successor, and 
shall be allocated solely for the following:

(1) For the programs and purposes of siting, designing, constructing, permit-
ting, monitoring, and otherwise managing an artificial reef system.

(2) For the salaries of personnel assigned to the Artificial Reef Development 
Program and for related operating expenses.

(3) An amount not to exceed ten percent of the monies deposited to the 
fund each year and ten percent of the interest income credited to the fund each year 
may be used by the department to provide funding in association with the wild seafood 
certification program, particularly in support of wild-caught shrimp, established by the 
department. Such funding may be used for a subsidy granted to seafood harvesters or 
processors to assist in their efforts to comply with the certification program requirements 
and may be used for administration of the program.

(4) An amount not to exceed ten percent of the funds deposited to the fund 
each year and ten percent of the interest income credited to the fund each year may be 
used by the department to provide funding for inshore fisheries habitat enhancement 
projects, particularly in support of the Artificial Reef Development Program established 
by the department. Such funding may be used for grants to nonprofit conservation orga-
nizations working in cooperation with the department.

(D) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the Artificial Reef De-
velopment Fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the 
fund shall be invested by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned 
on monies invested by the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The treasurer shall 
prepare and submit to the department on a quarterly basis a written report showing the 
amount of money contained in the fund from all sources.
§10.12. Farmers and fishermen assistance programs; Agricultural and Seafood Products 
Support Fund

(A) The legislature is authorized to provide by law for programs to assist 
Louisiana farmers and fishermen with support and expansion of their industries.
§10.13. §21. Hospital stabilization formula and assessment; Hospital Stabilization Fund

(A) Hospital Stabilization Formula. (1) The legislature may annually adopt a 
Hospital Stabilization Formula, hereafter referred to in this Section as “the formula”, by 
concurrent resolution by a favorable vote of a majority of the elected members of each 
house. Such resolution shall be referred to the standing committees of the legislature that 
hear the general appropriation bill. The formula shall, to the maximum extent possible, 
enhance the economic viability of Louisiana hospitals and reduce shifting the cost of 
caring for Louisiana’s needy residents to the state’s insured residents.

(2)(a) The first formula established pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this 
Paragraph, which shall require a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members 
of each house for adoption, shall define and establish as the base reimbursement level 
under the Louisiana medical assistance program provided for in Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, hereafter referred to as the “Medicaid Program”, to hospitals for inpatient 
and outpatient services in Fiscal Year 2012-2013. The formula shall also provide for 
the preservation and protection of rural hospitals as provided for by law. Each formula 
established thereafter may apply a rate of inflation, which shall not be a negative rate, to 
the base reimbursement level from the previous formula adopted by the legislature.

(b) Each formula shall also include and establish assessments to be paid 
by hospitals and the basis on which such assessments shall be calculated, provided the 
amount of the assessments does not exceed the nonfederal share of the reimbursement 
enhancements.

(c) Each formula shall also establish reimbursement enhancements under the 
Medicaid Program, or its successor, achieving the maximum reimbursement by federal 
law and resulting in distributing such reimbursement enhancements exclusively among 
hospitals for hospital services. Reimbursement enhancements may also be distributed for 
uninsured services delivered.

(d) Each formula shall also include any additional provisions necessary 
to the implementation of the formula. Neither the assessments nor the reimbursement 
enhancements established in the formula adopted by the legislature shall be implemented 
until each has been approved by the federal authority which administers the Medicaid 
Program.

(3) The base reimbursement level resulting from the formula shall not be 
paid from the Hospital Stabilization Fund.

(4) No additional assessment shall be collected and any assessment shall 
be terminated for the remainder of the fiscal year from the date on which any of the 
following occur:

(a) The legislature fails to adopt a formula for the subsequent fiscal year.
(b) The Louisiana Department of Health, or its successor or contractors, 

reduces or does not pay reimbursement enhancements established in the current formula 
as adopted by the legislature.

(c) The appropriations provided for in Subparagraph (B)(2) of this Section 
are reduced.

(5) The treasurer shall return any monies collected after the date of termina-
tion of an assessment to the hospital from which it was collected.

(B) Appropriation. (1) The legislature shall annually appropriate an amount 
necessary to fund the base reimbursement level for hospitals established in the most 
recent formula adopted by the legislature.

(2) The legislature shall annually appropriate the balance of the Hospital 
Stabilization Fund solely to fund the reimbursement enhancements as provided in the 
most recent formula adopted by the legislature.

(3) Notwithstanding Article VII, Section 10(F) 14(F) of this constitution, 
neither the governor nor the legislature may reduce the appropriation funding the base 
reimbursement level or the reimbursement enhancements to satisfy a budget deficit, 
except the governor may reduce the appropriation to the base reimbursement level if the 
following occur:

(a) Such reduction does not exceed the average reduction of those made to 
the appropriations and reimbursement for other providers under the Medicaid Program, 
or its successor; and

(b)(i) If the legislature is in session, the reduction is consented to in writing 
by two-thirds of the elected members of each house in a manner provided by law; or

(ii) If the legislature is not in session, the reduction is approved by two-thirds 
of the members of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, or its successor.

(C) Hospital Stabilization Fund. There is hereby established as a special 
fund in the state treasury the Hospital Stabilization Fund, hereafter referred to as “the 
fund”. After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) of 
this constitution relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall 
deposit all proceeds from the assessment collected pursuant to the Hospital Stabilization 

Formula provided for in this Section. The monies in the fund shall be invested in the 
same manner as monies in the state general fund, and all interest earned on the invest-
ment of the fund shall be deposited in and credited to the fund. Appropriations from the 
fund shall be restricted to funding the reimbursement enhancements established in the 
Hospital Stabilization Formula adopted by the legislature for the fiscal year in which the 
assessment is collected. 
§10.14. §22. Louisiana Medical Assistance Trust Fund

(A) There is hereby established as a special fund in the state treasury 
the Louisiana Medical Assistance Trust Fund, hereinafter referred to as “the fund”, 
which shall consist of monies generated by fees as provided for in law. Subject to the 
exceptions contained in Article VII, Section 9(A) 13(A) of this constitution, and after 
compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) of this constitution 
relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall deposit all pro-
ceeds from the fees collected as provided for in laws relative to the Louisiana Medical 
Assistance Trust Fund into the fund. The monies in the fund shall be invested by the state 
treasurer in the same manner as monies in the state general fund. All interest earned from 
the investment of monies in the fund shall be deposited in and remain to the credit of the 
fund. All unexpended and unencumbered monies remaining in the fund at the close of 
each fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

(B) The treasurer is hereby authorized to establish a separate account within 
the fund for each health care provider group in which fees are collected according to law. 
Monies collected from each provider group, and the interest earned on those monies, 
shall be deposited into the account created for that provider group. Any monies deposited 
into the fund from sources not required by law, and the interest earned on those monies, 
shall be deposited into a separate account within the fund, hereafter referred to as “the 
general account”.

(C) The legislature is authorized to appropriate monies from the fund only 
if the appropriation is eligible for federal financial participation under Title XIX of the 
Social Security Act, or its successor. The balance of each account shall be appropriated 
for reimbursement of services to the provider group which paid the fee into the account 
in any fiscal year, except monies deposited into the general account may be appropriated 
for any Medicaid Program expenditure.

(D) The monies appropriated from the provider accounts in the fund shall 
not be used to displace, replace, or supplant appropriations from the state general fund 
for the Medicaid Program below the amount of state general fund appropriations to the 
Medicaid Program for Fiscal Year 2013-2014.

(E)(1) The legislature shall annually appropriate the funds necessary to 
provide for Medicaid Program rates for each provider group which pays fees into the 
fund that is no less than the average Medicaid Program rates established for Fiscal Year 
2013-2014 and which may be adjusted annually by establishing the rates of inflation, or 
rebasing if applicable, which rates shall not be negative, to be applied to the base rates to 
establish the new base rates for the next fiscal year as authorized by law. For the purpose 
of this Section, “Medicaid Program” shall refer to the Louisiana medical assistance 
program provided for in Title XIX of the Social Security Act, or its successor.

(2) Notwithstanding Article VII, Section 10(F) 14(F) of this constitution, 
neither the governor nor the legislature may reduce the base rate as provided for in this 
Paragraph to satisfy a budget deficit, except the governor may reduce the appropriation 
for the base rate if the following occur:

(a) Such reduction does not exceed the average reduction of those made to 
the appropriations and reimbursement for other providers under the Medicaid Program, 
or its successor; and

(b)(i) If the legislature is in session, the reduction is consented to in writing 
by two-thirds of the elected members of each house in a manner provided by law; or

(ii) If the legislature is not in session, the reduction is approved by two-thirds 
of the members of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, or its successor.
§10.15. Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund

Section 10.15. Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund. (A) The Revenue Sta-
bilization Trust Fund is hereby established in the state treasury as a special trust fund, 
hereinafter referred to as the “fund”.

(B) After allocation of money to the Bond Redemption and Security Fund as 
provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the treasurer shall 
deposit in and credit to the fund the revenues as provided for in Paragraphs (C) and (D) 
of this Section.

(C) The treasurer shall deposit into the fund the amount of mineral revenues 
as provided in Section 10.16 of this constitution.

(D) The treasurer shall deposit into the fund the amount of revenues in 
excess of six hundred million dollars received each fiscal year from corporate franchise 
and income taxes as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(E)(1) Except as provided for in Paragraph (F) of this Section, monies depos-
ited into the Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund shall be permanently credited to the trust 
fund and shall be invested by the treasurer in a manner provided for by law.

(2) The treasurer shall deposit all interest or other income from investment 
generated from the fund into the state general fund.

(F)(1) Except as provided in Subparagraphs (2) and (3) of this Paragraph, no 
appropriations shall be made from the Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund.

(2)(a) In any fiscal year in which the balance of the fund at the beginning of 
the year is in excess of five billion dollars, hereinafter referred to as the minimum fund 
balance, the legislature may appropriate an amount not to exceed ten percent of the fund 
balance, hereinafter referred to as the allowable percentage, for the following:

(i) Capital outlay projects in the comprehensive state capital budget.
(ii) Transportation infrastructure.
(b) The minimum fund balance or the allowable percentage may be changed 

by a law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.
(3) In order to ensure the money in the fund is available for appropriation 

in an emergency, the legislature may authorize an appropriation from the fund at any 
time for any purpose only after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature. If the legislature is not in session, the two-thirds requirement 
may be satisfied upon obtaining the written consent of two-thirds of the elected members 
of each house of the legislature in a manner provided by law.
§10.16. Dedications of Mineral Revenues

Section 10.16.(A) All mineral revenues as defined in Paragraph (D) of this 
Section received in each fiscal year by the state as a result of the production of or explo-
ration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as “mineral revenues”, shall be allocated as 
provided in this Section after the following allocations and deposits of mineral revenues 
have been made:

(1) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 
Section 9 (B) of this constitution.

(2) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-
tions 4 (D) and (E) of this constitution.

(3) To the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund as provided 
by the requirements of Article VII, Section 10-A of this constitution and as provided by 
law.

(4) To the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund and the Oil 
and Gas Regulatory Fund as provided by law.

(5) To the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge and Game Preserve Fund as provided 
by law. 

(6) To the Marsh Island Operating Fund and the Russell Sage or Marsh 
Island Refuge Fund as provided by law.

(7) To the MC Davis Conservation Fund as provided by law.
(8) To the White Lake Property Fund as provided by law.
(9) To the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund and Louisiana Quality 

Education Support Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 10.1 of this constitution.
(10) To the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund as provided in Article 

VII, Section 10.2 of this constitution and as provided by law.
(11) To the Mineral Revenue and Audit Settlement Fund as provided in 

Article VII, Section 10.5 of this constitution and as provided by law.
(12) To the Budget Stabilization Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 

10.3 of this constitution and as provided by law.
(13) An amount equal to the state general fund deposited into the Transpor-

tation Trust Fund and the Louisiana State Transportation Infrastructure Fund as provided 
by law.

(B) Allocation of Mineral Revenues. After the allocations and deposits 
provided in Paragraph (A) of this Section, the mineral revenues received in each year 
in excess of six hundred sixty million dollars and less than nine hundred fifty million 
dollars shall be allocated as follows:

(1) Thirty percent shall be appropriated to the Louisiana State Employees’ 
Retirement System and the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana for application 
to the balance of the unfunded accrued liability of such systems existing as of June 30, 
1988, in proportion to the balance of such unfunded accrued liability of each such sys-
tem, until such unfunded accrued liability has been eliminated. Any such payments to the 
public retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living 
increases for such systems.

(2) The remainder shall be deposited into the Revenue Stabilization Trust 
Fund.

(C) Mineral revenues in excess of the base which would otherwise be de-
posited into the Budget Stabilization Fund under Subparagraph (A)(2) of Section 10.3 of 
this constitution, but are prohibited from being deposited into the fund under Subpara-
graph (C)(4) of Section 10.3 of this constitution, shall be distributed as follows:

(1) Thirty percent shall be appropriated to the Louisiana State Employees’ 
Retirement System and the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana for application 
to the balance of the unfunded accrued liability of such systems existing as of June 30, 
1988, in proportion to the balance of such unfunded accrued liability of each such sys-
tem, until such unfunded accrued liability has been eliminated. Any such payments to the 
public retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living 
increases for such systems.

(2) The remainder shall be deposited into the Revenue Stabilization Trust 
Fund.

(D) For purposes of this Section, “mineral revenues” shall include severance 
taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, with the following exceptions:

(1) Revenues designated as nonrecurring, pursuant to Article VII, Section 
10(B) of this constitution.

(2) Revenues received by the state as a result of grants or donations when the 
terms or conditions thereof require otherwise.

(3) Revenues derived from any tax on the transportation of minerals.
§10-A. §23. Wildlife and Fisheries; Fisheries Conservation Fund

Section 10-A. 23.(A) Conservation Fund. Effective July 1, 1988, there There 
shall be established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Conservation Fund, hereinafter referred to as the Conservation Fund. Out of 
the funds remaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount 
is allocated from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of 
the state which become due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article 
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VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) of this constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the Conservation 
Fund all of the following, except as provided in Article VII, Section 9(A) 13(A), and 
except for the amount provided in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(a) as that provision existed on the 
effective date of this Section December 23, 1987:

(1)(a) All revenue from the types and classes of fees, licenses, permits, 
royalties, or other revenue paid into the Conservation Fund as provided by law on the 
effective date of this Section. December 23, 1987. Such revenue shall be deposited in the 
Conservation Fund even if the names of such fees, licenses, permits, or other revenues 
are changed.

(b) Any increase in the amount charged for such fees, licenses, permits, 
royalties, and other revenue, or any new fee, license, permit, royalty, or other revenue, 
enacted by the legislature after the effective date of this Section, December 23, 1987, 
shall be irrevocably dedicated and deposited in the Conservation Fund unless the legis-
lature enacts a law specifically appropriating or dedicating such revenue to another fund 
or purpose.

(2) The balance remaining on June 30, 1988 in the Conservation Fund estab-
lished pursuant to R.S. 56:10.

(3) All funds or revenues which may be donated expressly to the Conserva-
tion Fund.

(B) The monies in the Conservation Fund shall be appropriated by the 
legislature to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, or its successor, and shall be 
used solely for the programs and purposes of conservation, protection, preservation, 
management, and replenishment of the state’s natural resources and wildlife, including 
use for land acquisition or for federal matching fund programs which promote such 
purposes, and for the operation and administration of the Department and the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission, or their successors.

(C) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the Conservation Fund 
at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the fund shall be 
invested by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned on monies 
invested by the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The treasurer shall prepare and 
submit to the department on a quarterly basis a printed report showing the amount of 
money contained in the fund from all sources.
§11. §24. Budgets

Section 11. Section 24.(A) Budget Estimate. The governor shall submit 
to the legislature, at the time and in the form fixed by law, a budget estimate for the 
next fiscal year setting forth all proposed state expenditures. This budget shall include 
a recommendation for appropriations from the state general fund and from dedicated 
funds, except funds allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E), Section 
8, Paragraphs (B) and (C), which shall not exceed the official forecast of the Revenue 
Estimating Conference. and the expenditure limit for the fiscal year. The recommen-
dation shall also comply with the provisions of Article VII, Section 10(D). Section 14, 
Paragraphs (C) and (D). This budget shall include a recommendation for funding of state 
salary supplements for full-time law enforcement and fire protection officers of the state, 
as provided in Article VII, Section 10(D)(3) Section 14(D)(3) of this constitution.

(B) Operating Budget. The governor shall cause to be submitted a general 
appropriation bill for proposed ordinary operating expenditures which shall be in con-
formity with the recommendations for appropriations contained in the budget estimate. 
The governor may cause to be submitted a bill or bills to raise additional revenues with 
proposals for the use of these revenues.

(C) Capital Budget. The governor shall submit to the legislature, at each 
regular session, a proposed five-year capital outlay program and request implemen-
tation of the first year of the program. Prior to inclusion in the comprehensive capital 
budget which the legislature adopts, each capital improvement project shall be evaluated 
through a feasibility study, as defined by the legislature, which shall include an analysis 
of need and estimates of construction and operating costs. The legislature shall provide 
by law for procedures, standards, and criteria for the evaluation of such feasibility stud-
ies and shall set the schedule of submission of such feasibility studies which shall take 
effect not later than December thirty-first following the first regular session convening 
after this Paragraph takes effect. studies. These procedures, standards, and criteria for 
evaluation of such feasibility studies cannot be changed or altered except by a separate 
legislative instrument approved by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members 
of each house of the legislature. For those projects not eligible for funding under the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 27 Section 16 of this constitution, the request for im-
plementation of the first year of the program shall include a list of the proposed projects 
in priority order based on the evaluation of the feasibility studies submitted. Capital 
outlay projects approved by the legislature shall be made a part of the comprehensive 
state capital budget, which shall be adopted by the legislature.
§12. §25. Reports and Records

Section 12. Section 25. Reports and records of the collection, expenditure, 
investment, and use of state money and those relating to state obligations shall be matters 
of public record, except returns of taxpayers and matters pertaining to those returns.
§13. §26. Investment of State Funds

Section 13. Section 26. All money in the custody of the state treasurer which 
is available for investment shall be invested as provided by law.
§14. §27. Donation, Loan, or Pledge of Public Credit

Section 14. Section 27.(A) Prohibited Uses. Except as otherwise provided 
by this constitution, the funds, credit, property, or things of value of the state or of any 
political subdivision shall not be loaned, pledged, or donated to or for any person, associ-
ation, or corporation, public or private. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, 
neither the state nor a political subdivision shall subscribe to or purchase the stock of a 
corporation or association or for any private enterprise.

(B) Authorized Uses. Nothing in this Section shall prevent (1) the use of 
public funds for programs of social welfare for the aid and support of the needy; (2) 
contributions of public funds to pension and insurance programs for the benefit of public 
employees; (3) the pledge of public funds, credit, property, or things of value for public 
purposes with respect to the issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness to 
meet public obligations as provided by law; (4) the return of property, including mineral 
rights, to a former owner from whom the property had previously been expropriated, or 
purchased under threat of expropriation, when the legislature by law declares that the 
public and necessary purpose which originally supported the expropriation has ceased to 
exist and orders the return of the property to the former owner under such terms and con-
ditions as specified by the legislature; (5) acquisition of stock by any institution of higher 
education in exchange for any intellectual property; (6) the donation of abandoned or 
blighted housing property by the governing authority of a municipality or a parish to a 
nonprofit organization which is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)
(3) or 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization and which agrees to renovate and maintain such 
property until conveyance of the property by such organization; (7) the deduction of 
any tax, interest, penalty, or other charges forming the basis of tax liens on blighted 
property so that they may be subordinated and waived in favor of any purchaser who is 
not a member of the immediate family of the blighted property owner or which is not 
any entity in which the owner has a substantial economic interest, but only in connection 
with a property renovation plan approved by an administrative hearing officer appointed 
by the parish or municipal government where the property is located; (8) the deduction 
of past due taxes, interest, and penalties in favor of an owner of a blighted property, but 
only when the owner sells the property at less than the appraised value to facilitate the 
blighted property renovation plan approved by the parish or municipal government and 
only after the renovation is completed such deduction being canceled, null and void, 
and to no effect in the event ownership of the property in the future reverts back to the 
owner or any member of his immediate family; (9) the donation by the state of asphalt 
which has been removed from state roads and highways to the governing authority of 
the parish or municipality where the asphalt was removed, or if not needed by such 
governing authority, then to any other parish or municipal governing authority, but only 
pursuant to a cooperative endeavor agreement between the state and the governing 
authority receiving the donated property; (10) the investment in stocks of a portion of 
the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge Trust and Protection Fund, created under the provisions 
of R.S. 56:797, Fund and the Russell Sage or Marsh Island Refuge Fund, created under 
the provisions of R.S. 56:798, such portion not to exceed thirty-five percent of each 
fund; (11) the investment in stocks of a portion of the state-funded permanently endowed 
funds of a public or private college or university, not to exceed thirty-five percent of the 
public funds endowed; (12) the investment in equities of a portion of the Medicaid Trust 
Fund for the Elderly created under the provisions of R.S. 46:2691 et seq., Elderly, such 
portion not to exceed thirty-five percent of the fund; (13) the investment of public funds 
to capitalize a state infrastructure bank and the loan, pledge, or guarantee of public funds 
by a state infrastructure bank solely for transportation projects; (14) pursuant to a written 
agreement, the donation of the use of public equipment and personnel by a political 
subdivision upon request to another political subdivision for an activity or function the 
requesting political subdivision is authorized to exercise; or (15) a political subdivision 
from waiving charges for water if the charges are the result of water lost due to damage 
to the water delivery infrastructure and that damage is not the result of any act or failure 
to act by the customer being charged for the water.

(C) Cooperative Endeavors. For a public purpose, the state and its political 
subdivisions or political corporations may engage in cooperative endeavors with each 
other, with the United States or its agencies, or with any public or private association, 
corporation, or individual.

(D) Prior Obligations. Funds, credit, property, or things of value of the state 
or of a political subdivision heretofore loaned, pledged, dedicated, or granted by prior 
state law or authorized to be loaned, pledged, dedicated, or granted by the prior laws and 
constitution of this state shall so remain for the full term as provided by the such prior 
laws and constitution and for the full term as provided by any contract, unless the autho-
rization is revoked by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of 
the legislature prior to the vesting of any contractual rights pursuant to this Section.

(E) Surplus Property. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the donation or 
exchange of movable surplus property between or among political subdivisions whose 
functions include public safety.
§15. §28. Release of Obligations to State, Parish, or Municipality

Section 15. Section 28. The legislature shall have no power to release, extin-
guish, or authorize the releasing or extinguishing of any indebtedness, liability, or obliga-
tion of a corporation or individual to the state, a parish, or a municipality. However, the 
legislature, by law, may establish a system under which claims by the state or a political 
subdivision may be compromised, and may provide for the release of heirs to confiscated 
property from taxes due thereon on such property at the date of its reversion to them.
§16. §29. Taxes; Prescription

Section 16. Section 29. Taxes, except real property taxes, and licenses shall 
prescribe in three years after the thirty-first day of December in the year in which
they are due, but due; however, prescription may be interrupted or suspended as provided 
by law.
§17. §30. Legislation to Obtain Federal Aid

Section 17. Section 30. The legislature may enact laws to enable the state, its 
agencies, boards, commissions, and political subdivisions and their agencies to comply 
with federal laws and regulations in order to secure federal participation in funding 
capital improvement projects.
§31. Funding; Teacher Salaries

Section 31.(A)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitu-
tion to the contrary, no later than May 1, 2025, the state treasurer shall transfer to the 
Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana the liquidated fair market value of each of the 
following: 

(a) The Education Excellence Fund. 
(b) The Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund.
(c) The Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.
(2) The Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana shall apply monies 

received pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph to its oldest outstanding positive 
amortization base. After liquidation of such base, any remaining monies shall be applied 
to the next-oldest outstanding positive amortization base, until all such monies have been 
applied. If application of monies pursuant to the provisions of this Subparagraph are 
insufficient to fully liquidate an amortization base, after application of such monies the 
net remaining liability of such amortization base shall be reamortized with annual lev-
el-dollar payments calculated in the same manner as other system amortization payments 
and over the remainder of the amortization period originally established for that base.

(B) As provided by law, participating employers in the Teachers’ Retirement 
System of Louisiana shall provide a permanent salary increase to eligible personnel. 
Such increase shall be funded using the employer’s net savings attributable to the pay-
ments made pursuant to Paragraph (A) of this Section.

PART II. PROPERTY TAXATION
§18. §32. Ad Valorem Taxes

Section 18. Section 32.(A) Assessments. Property subject to ad valorem 
taxation shall be listed on the assessment rolls at its assessed valuation, which, except 
as provided in Paragraphs (C), (F), and (G), this Section or in exceptions provided in 
Section 35 of this Article for special assessment levels, shall be a percentage of its fair 
market value. The percentage of fair market value shall be uniform throughout the state 
upon the same class of property.

(B) Classification. (1) The classifications of property subject to ad valorem 
taxation and the percentage of fair market value applicable to each classification for the 
purpose of determining assessed valuation are as follows:
Classifications Percentages

1. (a)	 Land					   
			   10%

2. (b)	 Improvements for residential purposes		
			   10%

3. (c)	 Electric cooperative properties, excluding land	
			   15%

4. (d)	 Public service properties, excluding land		
			   25%

5. (e)	 Public service property, excluding land, owned 
by a railroad company	 15%

(f)	 Business inventory				 
			   15%

(g)	 Other property				  
				    15%

	 (2) For purposes of ad valorem taxation, a parish may elect to reduce the 
percentage of fair market value applicable to property considered business inventory, as 
defined in law. The legislature may provide by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected 
members of each house for the implementation of the provision of this Subparagraph. 
Once enacted, any change to these laws shall also be enacted by two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature.

	 (3) The legislature may enact laws defining electric cooperative 
properties and public service properties.

	 (C) Use Value. Bona fide agricultural, horticultural, marsh, and 
timber lands, as defined by general law, shall be assessed for tax 
purposes at ten percent of use value rather than fair market value. 
The legislature may provide by law similarly for buildings of 
historic architectural importance.

(D)(1) Valuation. Each assessor shall determine the fair market value of all 
property subject to taxation within his respective parish or district except public service 
properties, which shall be valued at fair market value by the Louisiana Tax Commission 
or its successor. Each assessor shall determine the use value of property which is to be 
so assessed under the provisions of Paragraph (C). Fair market value and use value of 
property shall be determined in accordance with criteria which shall be established by 
law and which shall apply uniformly throughout the state.

(2) No additional value shall be added to the assessment of land by reason of 
the presence of oil, gas, or sulphur therein or their production therefrom. However, sul-
phur in place shall be assessed for ad valorem taxation to the person, firm, or corporation 
having the right to mine or produce the same in the parish where located, at no more than 
twice the total assessed value of the physical property subject to taxation, excluding the 
assessed value of sulphur above ground, as is used in sulphur operations in such parish. 
Likewise, the severance tax shall be the only tax on timber; however, standing timber 
shall be liable equally with the land on which it stands for ad valorem taxes levied on the 
land.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, 
the presence of oil or gas, or the production thereof, may be included in the methodology 
to determine the fair market value of an oil or gas well for ad valorem taxes.

(E) Review. The correctness of assessments by the assessor shall be subject 
to review first by the parish governing authority, then by the Louisiana Tax Commission 
or its successor, and finally by the courts, all in accordance with procedures established 
by law.

(F) Reappraisal. (1) All property subject to taxation shall be reappraised and 
valued in accordance with this Section, at intervals of not more than four years. 

(2)(a) In the year of implementation of a reappraisal as required in Subpara-
graph (1) of this Paragraph, solely for purposes of determining the ad valorem tax im-
posed on residential property subject to the homestead exemption as provided in Section 
20 34 of this Article, if the assessed value of immovable property increases by an amount 
which is greater than fifty percent of the property’s assessed value in the previous year, 
the collector shall phase-in the additional tax liability resulting from the increase in the 
property’s assessed value over a four-year period as follows:

(i) For purposes of calculating the ad valorem taxes on the property in the 
first levy following reappraisal, the collector shall use the property’s assessed value from 
the previous year, which shall be called the base amount as used in this Subparagraph, 
and shall increase the portion of the assessed value of the property used to calculate ad 
valorem taxes by adding an amount which is equal to one-fourth of the amount of the 
increase in the property’s assessed value as a result of the reappraisal to the base amount. 
This resulting amount shall constitute the property’s taxable value and shall be used 
solely for purposes of calculating ad valorem taxes for that taxable year.

(ii) For purposes of calculating the ad valorem taxes on the property in the 
second levy following reappraisal, the collector shall increase the portion of the assessed 
value of the property used to calculate ad valorem taxes by adding an amount which 
is equal to one-half of the amount of the increase in the property’s assessed value as a 
result of the reappraisal to the base amount. This resulting amount shall constitute the 
property’s taxable value and shall be used solely for purposes of calculating ad valorem 
taxes for that taxable year.

(iii) For purposes of calculating the ad valorem taxes on the property in the 
third levy following reappraisal, the collector shall increase the portion of the assessed 
value of the property used to calculate ad valorem taxes by adding an amount which is 
equal to three-quarters of the amount of the increase in the property’s assessed value as 
a result of the reappraisal to the base amount. This resulting amount shall constitute the 
property’s taxable value and shall be used solely for purposes of calculating ad valorem 
taxes for that taxable year.

(iv) In the fourth levy following reappraisal, the collector shall calculate ad 
valorem taxes based on the property’s full assessed value.

(b) The provisions of this Subparagraph providing for a phase-in of addition-
al ad valorem tax liability following reappraisal shall cease to apply upon the transfer 
or conveyance of ownership of the property. Following a transfer or conveyance, the 
collector shall calculate ad valorem taxes based on the property’s full assessed value.

(c) Property subject to the provisions of this Subparagraph shall not be 
subject to reappraisal by an assessor until after the four-year phase-in of the amount of 
the increase in the property’s assessed value is complete.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of this constitution to the contrary, the 
increase in assessed valuation of property phased-in under this Subparagraph shall be 
included as taxable property for purposes of any subsequent reappraisals and valuation 
for millage adjustment purposes under Article VII, Section 23(B) of this constitution. 
as provided by law. The decrease in the total amount of ad valorem tax collected by a 
taxing authority as a result of this phase-in of assessed valuation shall be absorbed by 
the taxing authority and shall not create any additional tax liability for other taxpayers 
in the taxing district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal and valuation or millage 
adjustment. Implementation of this phase-in of increase in assessed valuation authorized 
in this Subparagraph shall neither trigger nor be cause for a reappraisal of property or an 
adjustment of millages pursuant to the provisions of Article VII, Section 23(B) of this 
constitution. this Subparagraph.

(e) The provisions of this Subparagraph shall not apply to the extent the 
increase was attributable to construction on or improvements to the property.

(G) Special Assessment Level.
(1)(a)(i) The assessment of residential property receiving the homestead 

exemption which is owned and occupied by any of the following and who meet all of 
the other requirements of this Section shall not be increased above the total assessment 
of that property for the first year that the owner qualifies for and receives the special 
assessment level, provided that such person or persons remain qualified for and receive 
the special assessment level:

(aa) People who are sixty-five years of age or older.
(bb) People who have a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or 

more by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(cc) Members of the armed forces of the United States or the Louisiana 

National Guard who owned and last occupied such property who are killed in action, or 
who are missing in action or are a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days.

(dd) Any person or persons permanently totally disabled as determined by 
a final non-appealable judgment of a court or as certified by a state or federal admin-
istrative agency charged with the responsibility for making determinations regarding 
disability.

(ii) Any person or persons shall be prohibited from receiving the special as-
sessment as provided in this Section if such person’s or persons’ adjusted gross income, 
as reported in the federal tax return for the year prior to the application for the special 
assessment, exceeds one hundred thousand dollars. For persons applying for the special 
assessment whose filing status is married filing separately, the adjusted gross income for 
purposes of this Section shall be determined by combining the adjusted gross income on 
both federal tax returns. Beginning for the tax year 2026, and for each tax year thereafter, 
the one hundred thousand dollar limit shall be adjusted annually by the Consumer Price 
Index as reported by the United States Government.

(iii) An eligible owner or the owner’s spouse or other legally qualified 

representative shall apply for the special assessment level by filing a signed application 
establishing that the owner qualifies for the special assessment level with the assessor of 
the parish or, in the parish of Orleans, the assessor of the district where the property is 
located.

(iv) An owner who is below the age of sixty-five and who has applied for and 
received the special assessment level may qualify for and receive the special assessment 
level in the subsequent year by certifying to the assessor of the parish that such person 
or persons’ adjusted gross income in the prior tax year satisfied the income requirement 
of this Section. The provisions of this Item shall not apply to an owner who has qualified 
for and received the special assessment level for persons sixty-five years of age or older 
or to such owner’s surviving spouse as described in Item (2)(a)(i) of this Paragraph or for 
an owner who is permanently totally disabled as provided for in Subitem (i)(dd) of this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any millage rate applied to the special assessment level shall not be 
subject to a limitation.

(2) Provided such owner is qualified for and receives the special assessment 
level, the special assessment level shall remain on the property as long as:

(a)(i) The owner who is sixty-five years of age or older, or that owner’s sur-
viving spouse who is fifty-five years of age or older or who has minor children, remains 
the owner of the property.

(ii) The owner who has a service-connected disability of fifty percent or 
more, or that owner’s surviving spouse who is forty-five years of age or older or who has 
minor children, remains the owner of the property.

(iii) The spouse of the owner who is killed in action remains the owner of the 
property.

(iv) The first day of the tax year following the tax year in which an owner 
who was missing in action or was a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days is 
no longer missing in action or a prisoner of war.

(v) Even if the ownership interest of any surviving spouse or spouse of an 
owner who is missing in action as provided for in this Subparagraph is an interest in 
usufruct.

(b) The value of the property does not increase more than twenty-five per-
cent because of construction or reconstruction.

(3) A new or subsequent owner of the property may claim a special assess-
ment level when eligible under this Section. The new owner is not necessarily entitled to 
the same special assessment level on the property as when that property was owned by 
the previous owner.

(4)(a) The special assessment level on property that is sold shall automat-
ically expire on the last day of December in the year prior to the year that the property 
is sold. The property shall be immediately revalued at fair market value by the assessor 
and shall be assessed by the assessor on the assessment rolls in the year it was sold at the 
assessment level provided for in Article VII, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

(b) This new assessment level shall remain in effect until changed as provid-
ed by this Section or this Constitution.

(5)(a) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in this 
Paragraph who is unable to occupy the homestead on or before December thirty-first of a 
future calendar year due to damage or destruction of the homestead caused by a disaster 
or emergency declared by the governor shall be entitled to keep the special assessment 
level of the homestead prior to its damage or destruction on the repaired or rebuilt home-
stead provided the repaired or rebuilt homestead is reoccupied by the owner within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster. The assessed value 
of the land and buildings on which the homestead was located prior to its damage shall 
not be increased above its assessed value immediately prior to the damage or destruction 
described in this Subsubparagraph. If the property owner receives a homestead exemp-
tion on another homestead during the same five-year period, the damaged or destroyed 
property shall not be entitled to keep the special assessment level, and the land and 
buildings shall be assessed in that year at the percentage of fair market value set forth in 
this constitution. In addition, the owner shall also maintain the homestead exemption set 
forth in Article VII, Section 20(A)(10) to qualify for the special assessment level in this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in Subsub-
paragraph (a) of this Subparagraph who is unable to reoccupy his homestead within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster shall be eligible for 
an extension of the special assessment level on the homestead for a period not to exceed 
two years. A homeowner shall be eligible for this extension only if the homeowner’s 
damage claim is filed and pending in a formal appeal process with any federal, state, or 
local government agency or program offering grants or assistance for repairing or re-
building damaged or destroyed homes as a result of the disaster, or if a homeowner has a 
damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the property. The homeowner shall 
apply for this extension of the special assessment level with the assessor of the parish in 
which the homestead is located.	 The assessor shall require the homeowner to provide 
official documentation from the government agency or program evidencing the home-
owner’s participation in the formal appeal process or official documentation evidencing 
the homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the damaged 
property, as provided by law.

(c) After expiration of the extension authorized in Subsubparagraph (b) of 
this Subparagraph, an assessor shall have the authority to grant on a case-by-case basis 
up to three additional one-year extensions of the special assessment level as prescribed 
by law.

(6)(a) A trust shall be eligible for the special assessment level as provided by 
law.

(b) If a trust would have been eligible for the special assessment level 
pursuant to this Subparagraph prior to the most recent reappraisal, the total assessment 
of the property held in trust shall be the assessed value on the last appraisal before the 
reappraisal.
§19. §33. State Property Taxation; Rate Limitation

Section 19. Section 33. State taxation on property for all purposes shall not 
exceed an annual rate of five and three-quarter mills on the dollar of assessed valuation.
§20. §34. Homestead Exemption

Section 20. Section 34.(A) Homeowners.
(1) The bona fide homestead, consisting of a tract of land or two or more 

tracts of land even if the land is classified and assessed at use value pursuant to Article 
VII, Section 18(C) 32(C) of this constitution, with a residence on one tract and a field 
with or without timber on it, pasture, or garden on the other tract or tracts, not exceeding 
one hundred sixty acres, buildings and appurtenances, whether rural or urban, owned and 
occupied by any person or persons owning the property in indivision, shall be exempt 
from state, parish, and special ad valorem taxes to the extent of seven thousand five hun-
dred dollars of the assessed valuation. The same homestead exemption shall also fully 
apply to the primary residence, including a mobile home, which serves as a bona fide 
home and which is owned and occupied by any person or persons owning the property 
in indivision, regardless of whether the homeowner owns the land upon which the home 
or mobile home is sited; however, this homestead exemption shall not apply to the land 
upon which such primary residence is sited if the homeowner does not own the land.

(2) The homestead exemption shall extend and apply fully to the surviving 
spouse or a former spouse when the homestead is occupied by the surviving spouse or 
a former spouse and title to it is in the name of (a) the surviving spouse as owner of any 
interest or either or both of the former spouses, (b) the surviving spouse as usufructuary, 
or (c) a testamentary trust established for the benefit of the surviving spouse and the 
descendants of the deceased spouse or surviving spouse, but not to more than one home-
stead owned by either the husband or wife, spouse, or both.

(3) The homestead exemption shall extend to property owned by a trust 
when the principal beneficiary or beneficiaries of the trust are the settlor or settlors of 
the trust and were the immediate prior owners of the homestead, and the homestead is 
occupied as such by a principal beneficiary. The provisions of this Subparagraph shall 
apply only to property which qualified for the homestead exemption immediately prior 
to transfer, conveyance, or donation in trust or which would have qualified for the home-
stead exemption if such property were not owned in trust.

(4) The homestead exemption shall extend to property where the usufruct of 
the property has been granted to no more than two usufructuaries who were the immedi-
ate prior owners of the homestead and the homestead is occupied as such by a usufructu-
ary. The provisions of this Subparagraph shall apply only to property which qualified for 
the homestead exemption immediately prior to the granting of such usufruct, or which 
would have qualified for the homestead exemption if such usufruct had not been granted.

(5) The homestead exemption shall extend only to a natural person or 
persons and to a trust created by a natural person or persons, in which the beneficiaries 
of the trust are a natural person or persons provided that the provisions of this Paragraph 
are otherwise satisfied.

(6) Except as otherwise provided for in this Paragraph, the homestead 
exemption shall apply to property owned in indivision, but shall be limited to the pro rata 
ownership interest of that each person or persons occupying the homestead.

(7) No homestead exemption shall be granted on bond for deed property.
However, any homestead exemption granted prior to June 20, 2003 on any property oc-
cupied upon the effective date of this Paragraph on November 2, 2004, by a buyer under 
a bond for deed contract shall remain valid as long as the circumstances giving rise to the 
exemption at the time the exemption was granted remain applicable.

(8) Notwithstanding any provision of this Paragraph to the contrary, in no 
event shall more than one homestead exemption extend or apply to any person in this 
state.

(9) This exemption shall not extend to municipal taxes. However, the exemp-
tions authorized pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall apply (a) in Orleans Par-
ish, to state, general city, school, levee, and levee district taxes and (b) to any municipal 
taxes levied for school purposes.

(10)(a) Any homestead receiving the homestead exemption that is damaged 
or destroyed during a disaster or emergency declared by the governor whose owner is 
unable to occupy the homestead on or before December thirty-first of a calendar year 
due to such damage or destruction shall be entitled to claim and keep the exemption by 
filing an annual affidavit of intent to return and reoccupy the homestead within five years 
from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster with the assessor within 
the parish or district where such homestead is situated prior to December thirty-first of 
the year in which the exemption is claimed. In no event shall more than one homestead 
exemption extend or apply to any person in this state.

(b) For homesteads qualifying for the homestead exemption under the 
provisions of Subsubparagraph (a) of this Subparagraph, after expiration of the five- year 
period, the owner of a homestead shall be entitled to claim and keep the exemption for a 
period not to exceed two additional years by filing an annual affidavit of intent to return 
and reoccupy the homestead with the assessor within the parish where the homestead is 
located prior to December thirty-first of the year in which the exemption is claimed. A 
homeowner shall be eligible for this extension only if the homeowner’s damage claim 
to repair or rebuild the damaged or destroyed homestead is filed and pending in a formal 
appeal process with any federal, state, or local government agency or program offering 
grants or assistance for repairing or rebuilding damaged or destroyed homes as a result 
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of the disaster, or if a homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the 
insurer of the property. The assessor shall require the homeowner to provide official 
documentation from the government agency or program evidencing the homeowner’s 
participation in the formal appeal process or official documentation evidencing the 
homeowners homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the 
property as provided by law.

(c) After expiration of the extension authorized in Subsubparagraph (b) of 
this Subparagraph, an assessor shall have the authority to grant on a case-by-case basis 
up to three additional one-year extensions of the homestead exemption as prescribed by 
law.

(B) Residential Lessees. Notwithstanding any contrary provision in this 
constitution, the legislature may provide for tax relief to residential lessees in the form 
of credits or rebates in order to provide equitable tax relief similar to that granted to 
homeowners through homestead exemptions.
§21. §35. Other Property Exemptions

Section 21. Section 35.(A) In addition to the homestead exemption provided 
for in Section 20 Section 34 of this Article, the following property and no other shall 
be exempt from ad valorem taxation: the legislature may provide by law enacted by 
three-fourths of the elected members of each house for property exempt from ad valorem 
taxation. Once enacted, any change to an ad valorem tax exemption shall also by law be 
enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. However, 
no measure legislating with regard to ad valorem tax exemptions, exclusions, deductions, 
or credits shall be introduced or enacted during a regular session held in an even-num-
bered year.

(B) Property owned by a nonprofit operated exclusively for religious purpos-
es as a house of worship, residential housing for clergy, priests, or nuns, or a seminary or 
other educational institution training individuals for religious ministry shall be exempt 
from ad valorem tax pursuant to this Section. 

(C)(1)(a) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 34 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand 
five hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next two thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property receiving the homestead exemption 
that is owned and occupied by a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 
fifty percent or more but less than seventy percent by the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a 
deceased veteran with a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or more but 
less than seventy percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be 
eligible for this exemption if the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the 
property, whether or not the exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of 
the veteran. If property eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph 
has an assessed value in excess of ten thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall 
apply to the assessment in excess of ten thousand dollars.

(b) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 34 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next four thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property owned and occupied by a veteran with a 
service-connected disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred 
percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad 
valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-connected 
disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred percent by the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if the 
surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran. If property 
eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph has an assessed value in 
excess of twelve thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall apply to the assess-
ment in excess of twelve thousand dollars. 

(c) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 34 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the remaining assessed valuation 
of property receiving the homestead exemption that is owned and occupied by a veteran 
with a service-connected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or to-
tally disabled by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from 
ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-con-
nected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or totally disabled by 
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if 
the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, the 
property assessment of a property for which an exemption established pursuant to this 
Paragraph has been claimed, to the extent of the applicable exemption, shall not be 
treated as taxable property for purposes of any subsequent reappraisals and valuation for 
millage adjustment purposes. The decrease in the total amount of ad valorem tax col-
lected by a taxing authority as a result of the exemption shall be absorbed by the taxing 
authority and shall not create any additional tax liability for other taxpayers in the taxing 
district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal and valuation or millage adjustment. 
Implementation of the exemption authorized in this Paragraph shall neither trigger nor be 
cause for a reappraisal of property or an adjustment of millages.

(3) A trust shall be eligible for the exemption provided for in this Paragraph 
as provided by law.

(D) Special Assessment Level.
(1)(a)(i) The assessment of residential property receiving the homestead 

exemption which is owned and occupied by any of the following and who meet all of 
the other requirements of this Section shall not be increased above the total assessment 
of that property for the first year that the owner qualifies for and receives the special 
assessment level, provided that such person or persons remain qualified for and receive 
the special assessment level:

(aa) People who are sixty-five years of age or older.
(bb) People who have a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or 

more by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(cc) Members of the armed forces of the United States or the Louisiana 

National Guard who owned and last occupied such property who are killed in action, or 
who are missing in action or are a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days.

(dd) Any person or persons permanently totally disabled as determined by 
a final non-appealable judgment of a court or as certified by a state or federal admin-
istrative agency charged with the responsibility for making determinations regarding 
disability.

(ii) Any person or persons shall be prohibited from receiving the special as-
sessment as provided in this Section if such person’s or persons’ adjusted gross income, 
as reported in the federal tax return for the year prior to the application for the special 
assessment, exceeds one hundred thousand dollars. For persons applying for the special 
assessment whose filing status is married filing separately, the adjusted gross income for 
purposes of this Section shall be determined by combining the adjusted gross income on 
both federal tax returns. Beginning for the tax year 2026, and for each tax year thereafter, 
the one hundred thousand dollar limit shall be adjusted annually by the Consumer Price 
Index as reported by the United States Government.

(iii) An eligible owner or the owner’s spouse or other legally qualified 
representative shall apply for the special assessment level by filing a signed application 
establishing that the owner qualifies for the special assessment level with the assessor of 
the parish or, in the parish of Orleans, the assessor of the district where the property is 
located.

(iv) An owner who is below the age of sixty-five and who has applied for and 
received the special assessment level may qualify for and receive the special assessment 
level in the subsequent year by certifying to the assessor of the parish that such person 
or persons’ adjusted gross income in the prior tax year satisfied the income requirement 
of this Section. The provisions of this Item shall not apply to an owner who has qualified 
for and received the special assessment level for persons sixty-five years of age or older 
or to such owner’s surviving spouse as described in Item (2)(a)(i) of this Paragraph or for 
an owner who is permanently totally disabled as provided for in Subitem (i)(dd) of this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any millage rate applied to the special assessment level shall not be 
subject to a limitation.

(2) Provided such owner is qualified for and receives the special assessment 
level, the special assessment level shall remain on the property as long as:

(a)(i) The owner who is sixty-five years of age or older, or that owner’s sur-
viving spouse who is fifty-five years of age or older or who has minor children, remains 
the owner of the property.

(ii) The owner who has a service-connected disability of fifty percent or 
more, or that owner’s surviving spouse who is forty-five years of age or older or who has 
minor children, remains the owner of the property.

(iii) The spouse of the owner who is killed in action remains the owner of the 
property.

(iv) The first day of the tax year following the tax year in which an owner 
who was missing in action or was a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days is 
no longer missing in action or a prisoner of war.

(v) Even if the ownership interest of any surviving spouse or spouse of an 
owner who is missing in action as provided for in this Subparagraph is an interest in 
usufruct.

(b) The value of the property does not increase more than twenty-five per-
cent because of construction or reconstruction.

(3) A new or subsequent owner of the property may claim a special assess-
ment level when eligible under this Section. The new owner is not necessarily entitled to 
the same special assessment level on the property as when that property was owned by 
the previous owner.

(4)(a) The special assessment level on property that is sold shall automat-
ically expire on the last day of December in the year prior to the year that the property 
is sold. The property shall be immediately revalued at fair market value by the assessor 
and shall be assessed by the assessor on the assessment rolls in the year it was sold at the 
assessment level provided for in Article VII, Section 32 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

(b) This new assessment level shall remain in effect until changed as provid-
ed by this Section or this Constitution.

(5)(a) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in this 
Paragraph who is unable to occupy the homestead on or before December thirty-first of a 
future calendar year due to damage or destruction of the homestead caused by a disaster 
or emergency declared by the governor shall be entitled to keep the special assessment 
level of the homestead prior to its damage or destruction on the repaired or rebuilt home-
stead provided the repaired or rebuilt homestead is reoccupied by the owner within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster. The assessed value 
of the land and buildings on which the homestead was located prior to its damage shall 
not be increased above its assessed value immediately prior to the damage or destruction 
described in this Subsubparagraph. If the property owner receives a homestead exemp-
tion on another homestead during the same five-year period, the damaged or destroyed 
property shall not be entitled to keep the special assessment level, and the land and 

buildings shall be assessed in that year at the percentage of fair market value set forth in 
this constitution. In addition, the owner shall also maintain the homestead exemption set 
forth in Article VII, Section 34(A)(10) to qualify for the special assessment level in this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in Subsub-
paragraph (a) of this Subparagraph who is unable to reoccupy his homestead within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster shall be eligible for 
an extension of the special assessment level on the homestead for a period not to exceed 
two years. A homeowner shall be eligible for this extension only if the homeowner’s 
damage claim is filed and pending in a formal appeal process with any federal, state, or 
local government agency or program offering grants or assistance for repairing or re-
building damaged or destroyed homes as a result of the disaster, or if a homeowner has a 
damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the property. The homeowner shall 
apply for this extension of the special assessment level with the assessor of the parish 
in which the homestead is located. The assessor shall require the homeowner to provide 
official documentation from the government agency or program evidencing the home-
owner’s participation in the formal appeal process or official documentation evidencing 
the homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the damaged 
property, as provided by law.

(c) After expiration of the extension authorized in Subsubparagraph (b) of 
this Subparagraph, an assessor shall have the authority to grant on a case-by-case basis 
up to three additional one-year extensions of the special assessment level as prescribed 
by law.

(6)(a) A trust shall be eligible for the special assessment level as provided by 
law.

(b) If a trust would have been eligible for the special assessment level 
pursuant to this Subparagraph prior to the most recent reappraisal, the total assessment 
of the property held in trust shall be the assessed value on the last appraisal before the 
reappraisal.

(A) Public lands and other public property used for public purposes. Land 
or property owned by another state or owned by a political subdivision of another state 
shall not be exempt under this Paragraph.

(B)(1)(a)(i) Property owned by a nonprofit corporation or association 
organized and operated exclusively for religious, dedicated places of burial, charitable, 
health, welfare, fraternal, or educational purposes, no part of the net earnings of which 
inure to the benefit of any private shareholder or member thereof and that is declared to 
be exempt from federal or state income tax; and 

(ii) Medical equipment leased for a term exceeding five years to such a 
nonprofit corporation or association that owns or operates a small, rural hospital and that 
uses the equipment solely for health care purposes at the hospital, provided that the prop-
erty shall be exempt only during the term of the lease to such corporation or association, 
and further provided that “small, rural hospital” shall mean a hospital that meets all of 
the following criteria:

(aa) It has less than fifty Medicare-licensed acute care beds.
(bb) It is located in a municipality with a population of less than ten 

thousand that has been classified as an area with a shortage of health manpower by the 
United States Health Service; and

(b) Property leased to such a nonprofit corporation or association for use 
solely as housing for homeless persons, as defined by regulation adopted by the tax 
commission or its successor provided that the term of such lease shall be for at least five 
years, that as a condition of entering into the lease the property be in compliance with all 
applicable health and sanitation codes for use as housing for homeless persons, that the 
lease shall provide that compensation to be paid the lessor shall not exceed one dollar per 
year, and that such contract of lease shall recite that the property shall be used exclusive-
ly for the purpose of housing the homeless, and further provided that at such time as the 
property is no longer used solely as housing for homeless persons, the property shall no 
longer be exempt from taxation;

(2) Property of a bona fide labor organization representing its members or 
affiliates in collective bargaining efforts; and

(3) Property of an organization such as a lodge or club organized for 
charitable and fraternal purposes and practicing the same, and property of a nonprofit 
corporation devoted to promoting trade, travel, and commerce, and also property of a 
trade, business, industry or professional society or association, if that property is owned 
by a nonprofit corporation or association organized under the laws of this state for such 
purposes.

(4)(a) None of the property listed in this Paragraph shall be exempt if owned, 
operated, leased, or used for commercial purposes unrelated to the exempt purposes of 
the corporation or association.

(b)(i) None of the property listed in this Paragraph shall be exempt if the 
property is owned by a nonprofit corporation or association and the governing authority 
of the municipality or parish in which the property is located determines all of the 
following:

(aa) The property is leased as housing, is in a state of disrepair, and manifests 
conditions which endanger the health or safety of the public.

(bb) The owner of the property habitually neglects maintenance of the prop-
erty as evidenced by three or more sustained code enforcement violations issued for the 
property in the prior twelve months for matters that endanger the health or safety of res-
idents of the property or of persons in the area surrounding the property. For purposes of 
this Item, matters deemed to endanger health or safety include structural instability due 
to deterioration; injurious or toxic ventilation; contaminated or inoperable water supply; 
holes, breaks, rotting materials, or mold in walls; roof defects that admit rain; unsecured 
overhang extensions in danger of collapse; a hazardous electrical system; improper con-
nection of fuel-burning appliances or equipment; an inactive or inoperable fire detection 
system; an unsecured or contaminated swimming pool; or any combination of these.

(ii) An ad valorem tax exemption denied or revoked pursuant to the provi-
sions of Item (i) of this Subsubparagraph may be issued or reinstated if the governing 
authority of the municipality or parish in which the property is located determines that 
the conditions enumerated in Item (i) of this Subsubparagraph no longer exist.

(C)(1) Cash on hand or deposit;
(2) stocks and bonds, except bank stocks, the tax on which shall be paid by 

the banking institution;
(3) obligations secured by mortgage on property located in Louisiana and the 

notes or other evidence thereof;
(4) loans by life insurance companies to policyholders, if secured solely by 

their policies;
(5) the legal reserve of domestic life insurance companies;
(6) loans by a homestead or building and loan association to its members, if 

secured solely by stock of the association;
(7) debts due for merchandise or other articles of commerce or for services 

rendered;
(8) obligations of the state or its political subdivisions;
(9) personal property used in the home or on loan in a public place;
(10) irrevocably dedicated places of burial held by individuals for purposes 

of burial of themselves or members of their families;
(11) agricultural products while owned by the producer, agricultural ma-

chinery and other implements used exclusively for agricultural purposes, animals on the 
farm, and property belonging to an agricultural fair association;

(12) property used for cultural, Mardi Gras carnival, or civic activities and 
not operated for profit to the owners;

(13) rights-of-way granted to the State Department of Highways;
(14) boats using gasoline as motor fuel;
(15) commercial vessels used for gathering seafood for human consumption; 

and
(16) ships and oceangoing tugs, towboats, and barges engaged in interna-

tional trade and domiciled in Louisiana ports. However, this exemption shall not apply to 
harbor, wharf, shed, and other port dues or to any vessel operated in the coastal trade of 
the states of the United States.

(17) Materials, boiler fuels, and energy sources used by public utilities to 
fuel the generation of electricity.

(18) All incorporeal movables of any kind or nature whatsoever, except 
public service properties, bank stocks, and credit assessments on premiums written in 
Louisiana by insurance companies and loan and finance companies. For purposes of this 
Section, incorporeal movables shall have the meaning set forth in the Louisiana Civil 
Code of 1870, as amended.

(19) All artwork including sculptures, glass works, paintings, drawings, 
signed and numbered posters, photographs, mixed media, collages, or any other item 
which would be considered as the material result of a creative endeavor which is listed as 
a consignment article by an art dealer.

(D)(1) Raw materials, goods, commodities, and articles imported into this 
state from outside the states of the United States:

(a) so long as the imports remain on the public property of the port authority 
or docks of the common carrier where they first entered this state;

(b) so long as the imports (other than minerals and ores of the same kind 
as any mined or produced in this state and manufactured articles) are held in this state 
in the original form in bales, sacks, barrels, boxes, cartons, containers, or other original 
packages, and raw materials held in bulk as all or a part of the new material inventory of 
manufacturers or processors, solely for manufacturing or processing; or

(c) so long as the imports are held by an importer in any public or private 
storage in the original form in bales, sacks, barrels, boxes, cartons, containers, or other 
original packages and agricultural products in bulk. This exemption shall not apply to 
these imports when held by a retail merchant as part of his stock-in-trade for sale at 
retail.

(2) Raw materials, goods, commodities, and other articles being held on the 
public property of a port authority, on docks of any common carrier, or in a warehouse, 
grain elevator, dock, wharf, or public storage facility in this state for export to a point 
outside the states of the United States.

(3) Goods, commodities, and personal property in public or private storage 
while in transit through this state which are moving in interstate commerce through or 
over the territory of the state or which are in public or private storage within Louisiana, 
having been shipped from outside Louisiana for storage in transit to a final destination 
outside Louisiana, whether such destination was specified when transportation began or 
afterward.

Property described in Paragraph (D), whether or not entitled to exemption, 
shall be reported to the proper taxing authority on the forms required by law.

(E) Motor vehicles used on the public highways of this state, from state, 
parish, municipal, and special ad valorem taxes.

(F) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Section, the State Board 
of Commerce and Industry or its successor, with the approval of the governor, may 
enter into contracts for the exemption from ad valorem taxes of a new manufacturing 
establishment or an addition to an existing manufacturing establishment, on such terms 
and conditions as the board, with the approval of the governor, deems in the best interest 
of the state.

The exemption shall be for an initial term of no more than five calendar 

years, and may be renewed for an additional five years. All property exempted shall be 
listed on the assessment rolls and submitted to the Louisiana Tax Commission or its 
successor, but no taxes shall be collected thereon during the period of exemption.

The terms “manufacturing establishment” and “addition” as used herein 
mean a new plant or establishment or an addition or additions to any existing plant or es-
tablishment which engages in the business of working raw materials into wares suitable 
for use or which gives new shapes, qualities or combinations to matter which already has 
gone through some artificial process.

(G) Coal or lignite stockpiled in Louisiana for use in Louisiana for industrial 
or manufacturing purposes or for boiler fuel, gasification, feedstock, or process purposes.

(H) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this constitution, the State 
Board of Commerce and Industry or its successor, with the approval of the governor 
and the local governing authority and in accordance with procedures and conditions 
provided by law, may enter into contracts granting to a property owner, who proposes the 
expansion, restoration, improvement, or development of an existing structure or struc-
tures in a downtown, historic, or economic development district established by a local 
governing authority or in accordance with law, the right for an initial term of five years 
after completion of the work to pay ad valorem taxes based upon the assessed valuation 
of the property for the year prior to the commencement of the expansion, restoration, im-
provement, or development. Contracts may be renewed, subject to the same conditions, 
for an additional five years extending such right for a total of ten years from completion 
of the work.

(I)(1) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Section, the authority 
or district charged with economic development of each parish is hereby authorized to en-
ter into contracts for the exemption from parish, municipal, and special ad valorem taxes 
of goods held in inventory by distribution centers. In the absence of the existence of an 
economic development authority or district, the parish governing authority is authorized 
to grant contracts of exemption as are provided for in this Paragraph.

(2) The contract for exemption shall be on such terms and to the extent, up to 
and including the full assessed valuation of the goods held in inventory, as the economic 
development authority or district deems in the best interest of the parish. However, prior 
to entering into each individual contract, the economic development authority or district 
must request and receive written approval of the contract, including its terms and an 
estimated fiscal impact, from each affected tax recipient body in the parish, as evidenced 
by a favorable vote of a majority of the members of the governing authority of the tax 
recipient body. Failure to receive all required approvals from the tax recipient bodies 
before entering into a contract shall render the contract null and void and of no effect.

(3) The term “distribution center” as used herein means an establishment en-
gaged in the sale of products for resale or further processing for resale. The term “goods 
held in inventory” as used herein means goods or products which have been given new 
shapes, qualities, or combinations through some artificial process and does not include 
raw materials such as natural gas, crude oil, sulphur, or timber or goods or products held 
for sale to consumers.

(J)(1) Drilling rigs used exclusively for the exploration and development of 
minerals outside the territorial limits of the state in Outer Continental Shelf waters which 
are within the state for the purpose of being stored or stacked for use outside the territo-
rial limits of the state, or for the purpose of being converted, renovated, or repaired, and 
any property in the state for the purpose of being incorporated in, or to be used in the 
operation of said drilling rigs.

(2) The exemption provided in this Paragraph shall be applicable in any par-
ish in which the exemption has been approved by a majority of the electors of the parish 
voting thereon at an election called for that purpose.

(K)(1)(a) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand 
five hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next two thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property receiving the homestead exemption 
that is owned and occupied by a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 
fifty percent or more but less than seventy percent by the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a 
deceased veteran with a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or more but 
less than seventy percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be 
eligible for this exemption if the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the 
property, whether or not the exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of 
the veteran. If property eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph 
has an assessed value in excess of ten thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall 
apply to the assessment in excess of ten thousand dollars.

(b) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next four thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property owned and occupied by a veteran with a 
service-connected disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred 
percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad 
valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-connected 
disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred percent by the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if the 
surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran. If property 
eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph has an assessed value in 
excess of twelve thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall apply to the assess-
ment in excess of twelve thousand dollars.

(c) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the remaining assessed valuation 
of property receiving the homestead exemption that is owned and occupied by a veteran 
with a service-connected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or to-
tally disabled by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from 
ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-con-
nected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or totally disabled by 
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if 
the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, the 
property assessment of a property for which an exemption established pursuant to this 
Paragraph has been claimed, to the extent of the applicable exemption, shall not be 
treated as taxable property for purposes of any subsequent reappraisals and valuation for 
millage adjustment purposes pursuant to Section 23(B) of this Article.The decrease in 
the total amount of ad valorem tax collected by a taxing authority as a result of the ex-
emption shall be absorbed by the taxing authority and shall not create any additional tax 
liability for other taxpayers in the taxing district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal 
and valuation or millage adjustment. Implementation of the exemption authorized in this 
Paragraph shall neither trigger nor be cause for a reappraisal of property or an adjustment 
of millages pursuant to the provisions of Section 23(B) of this Article.

(3) A trust shall be eligible for the exemption provided for in this Paragraph 
as provided by law.

(L)(1) Except as otherwise provided herein, property owned or leased by, 
and used by, a targeted non-manufacturing business in the operation of its facility, in-
cluding buildings, improvements, equipment, and other property necessary or beneficial 
to such operation, according to a program and pursuant to contracts of exemption which 
contain such terms and conditions which shall be provided by law. Land underlying the 
facility and other property pertaining to the facility on which ad valorem taxes have 
previously been paid, inventories, consumables, and property eligible for the manufac-
turing exemption provided by Paragraph (F) of this Section, shall not be exempt under 
this Paragraph.

(2) Ad valorem taxes shall apply to the assessed valuation of the first ten 
million dollars or ten percent of fair market value, whichever is greater, and this amount 
of property shall not be exempt under this Paragraph.

(3) A targeted non-manufacturing business means at least fifty percent of 
such business’ total annual sales from a site or sites in the state is to out-of-state cus-
tomers or buyers, or to in-state customers or buyers but the product or service is resold 
by the purchaser to an out-of-state customer or buyer for ultimate use, or to the federal 
government, or any combination thereof. The legislature may provide by law for the in-
clusion of sales by affiliates when appropriate in making this fifty percent determination.

(4) A contract for the exemption shall be available only in parishes which 
have agreed to participate, in the manner provided by the legislature by law.

(M) There is hereby established an exemption from ad valorem tax for the 
total assessed value of the homestead of the unmarried surviving spouse of a person who 
died under the conditions enumerated in Subsubparagraph (1)(a) or (b) of this Paragraph, 
and if the conditions established in Subsubparagraph (1)(c) of this Paragraph are met.

(1)(a) For ad valorem taxes due in 2017 and thereafter, the exemption shall 
apply beginning in the tax year in which any of the following persons died or 2017, 
whichever is later:

(i) A member of the armed forces of the United States or the Louisiana 
National Guard who died while on active duty.

(ii) A state police officer who died while on duty.
(iii) A law enforcement or fire protection officer who qualified for the salary 

supplement authorized in Section 10(D)(3) of this Article who died while on duty.
(b) For ad valorem taxes due in 2018 and thereafter, the exemption shall ap-

ply beginning in the tax year in which any of the following persons died or 2018,which-
ever is later:

(i) An emergency medical responder, technician, or paramedic, as such terms 
may be defined by law, who died while performing the duties of their employment.

(ii) A volunteer firefighter, verified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal to 
have died while performing firefighting duties.

(iii) A law enforcement or fire protection officer who died while on duty and 
who would have qualified for the salary supplement authorized in Section 10(D)(3) of 
this Article if he had completed the first year of his employment before his death.

(c)(i) The property is eligible for the homestead exemption and the property 
was the residence of a person listed within Subsubparagraph (a) or (b) of this Subpara-
graph at the time of that person’s death.

(ii) The surviving spouse has not remarried.
(iii) The surviving spouse annually provides evidence of their eligibility 

for the exemption in accordance with the requirements of Subparagraph (2) of this 
Paragraph.

(2) Each assessor shall establish a procedure whereby a person may annually 
apply for the exemption. Eligibility for the exemption shall be established by the produc-
tion of documents and certification of information by the surviving spouse to the assessor 
as follows:

(a) In an initial application for the exemption, the surviving spouse shall pro-
duce documentation issued by their deceased spouse’s employer evidencing the death.

(b) For purposes of the continuation of an existing exemption, the surviving 
spouse shall annually provide a sworn statement to the assessor attesting to the fact that 
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the surviving spouse has not remarried.

(3) Once an unmarried surviving spouse has qualified for and taken the 
exemption, if the surviving spouse then acquires a different property which qualifies 
for the homestead exemption, the surviving spouse shall be entitled to an exemption on 
that subsequent homestead, the exemption being limited in value to the amount of the 
exemption claimed on the prior homestead in the last year for which the exemption was 
claimed. The assessor may require the submission of certain information concerning the 
amount of the exemption on the prior homestead for purposes of determining the extent 
of the exemption available for the subsequent homestead.

(4) A trust shall be eligible for the exemption provided for in this Paragraph 
as provided by law.

(N)(1) All property delivered to a construction project site for the purpose 
of incorporating the property into any tract of land, building, or other construction as a 
component part, including the type of property that may be deemed to be a component 
part once placed on an immovable for its service and improvement pursuant to the pro-
visions of the Louisiana Civil Code of 1870, as amended. The exemption provided for 
in this Paragraph shall be applicable until the construction project for which the property 
has been delivered is complete. A construction project shall be deemed complete when 
construction is finished to the extent that the project can be used or occupied for its 
intended purpose. A construction project shall not be deemed complete during its inspec-
tion, testing, or commissioning stages, as defined by reasonable industry standards.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph, 
this exemption shall not apply to any of the following:

(a) Any portion of a construction project that is complete, available for its 
intended use, or operational on the date that property is assessed.

(b) For projects constructed in two or more distinct phases, any phase of the 
construction project that is complete, available for its intended use, or operational on the 
date the property is assessed.

(c) Any public service property, unless the public service property is other-
wise eligible for an exemption provided by any other provision of this constitution.

(O)(1) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, a parish governing authority may 
approve an ad valorem tax exemption of up to two thousand five hundred dollars of the 
assessed valuation of property receiving the homestead exemption that is owned and 
occupied by a qualified first responder.

(2) For the purposes of this Paragraph, “first responder” shall mean a 
volunteer firefighter who has completed within the tax year no fewer than twenty-four 
hours of firefighter continuing education and is an active member of the Louisiana 
State Firemen’s Association or is on the departmental personnel roster of the Volunteer 
Firefighter Insurance Program of the office of state fire marshal. For the purposes of this 
Paragraph, “first responder” shall also mean a full-time public employee whose duties 
include responding rapidly to an emergency and who resides in the same parish in which 
their employer is located. The term includes the following:

(a) Peace officer, which means any sheriff, police officer, or other person 
deputized by proper authority to serve as a peace officer.

(b) Fire protection personnel.
(c) An individual certified as emergency medical services personnel.
(d) An emergency response operator or emergency services dispatcher who 

provides communication support services for an agency by responding to requests for 
assistance in emergencies.

(3) The exemption provided for in this Paragraph shall only apply in a parish 
if it is approved by the parish governing authority.

(4) Each tax assessor shall establish a procedure whereby a person may 
annually apply for the exemption which shall include the production of documents by 
the first responder. In the application for the exemption, the first responder shall produce 
documentation issued by his employer evidencing employment for the taxable period for 
which the exemption is being requested.

(5) Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, any 
decrease in the total amount of ad valorem tax collected by the taxing authority as a re-
sult of an ad valorem tax exemption granted pursuant to this Paragraph shall be absorbed 
by the taxing authority and shall not create any additional tax liability for other taxpayers 
in the taxing district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal and valuation or millage 
adjustment. Implementation of the exemption authorized in this Paragraph shall neither 
trigger nor be cause for a reappraisal of property or an adjustment of millages.
§36. Ad valorem tax; Business inventory tax exemption prohibition

Section 36. Notwithstanding any provision of this constitution to the 
contrary, the legislature shall not enact any law mandating any taxing authority to 
exempt business inventory from ad valorem tax. For purposes of this Section, “business 
inventory” means the aggregate of those items of tangible personal property that are held 
for sale in the ordinary course of business, are currently in the process of production for 
subsequent sale, or are to physically become a part of the production of such goods.
§37. Ad Valorem Tax Exemption Funding

Section 37. There shall be a one-time payment from the Revenue Stabiliza-
tion Trust Fund to each parish that elects to irrevocably exempt, in accordance with law, 
business inventory from ad valorem tax. Any payment made pursuant to this Section 
shall be disbursed by the treasurer to the tax collector of the parish. The tax collector 
shall distribute the monies pro rata to each taxing authority that levies an ad valorem tax 
within the parish. The amount of the payment shall be calculated as provided by law and 
certified by the Department of Revenue. Notwithstanding any provision of this consti-
tution to the contrary, monies shall be disbursed by the treasurer to the collector within 
thirty days of receipt of a certification from the secretary of the Department of Revenue 
that the parish has 
irrevocably elected to exempt business inventory from ad valorem tax.
§22. §38. No Impairment of Existing Taxes or Obligations

Section 22. Section 38. This Part Nothing in this constitution or in law shall 
not be applied in a manner which will (a) invalidate taxes authorized and imposed prior 
to the effective date of this constitution or (b) impair the obligations, validity, or security 
of any bonds or other debt obligations authorized prior to the effective date of this con-
stitution or any amendment to this Article.
§23. Adjustment of Ad Valorem Tax Millages

Section 23.(A) First Adjustment. Prior to the end of the third year after the 
effective date of this constitution, the assessors and the Louisiana Tax Commission or 
its successor shall complete determination of the fair market value or the use value of 
all property subject to taxation within each parish for use in implementing this Article. 
Except as provided in this Section, the total amount of ad valorem taxes collected by any 
taxing authority in the year in which Sections 18 and 20 of this Article are implemented 
shall not be increased or decreased, because of their provisions, above or below ad valor-
em taxes collected by that taxing authority in the year preceding implementation. To ac-
complish this result, it shall be mandatory for each affected taxing authority, in the year 
in which Sections 18 and 20 of this Article are implemented, to adjust millages upwards 
or downwards without regard to millage limitations contained in this constitution, and 
the maximum authorized millages shall be increased or decreased, without further voter 
approval, in proportion to the amount of the adjustment upward or downward. Thereaf-
ter, such millages shall remain in effect unless changed as permitted by this constitution.

(B) Subsequent Adjustments. Except as otherwise permitted in this Section, 
the total amount of ad valorem taxes collected by any taxing authority in the year in 
which the reappraisal and valuation provisions of Section 18, Paragraph (F) of this 
Article are implemented shall not be increased or decreased because of a reappraisal or 
valuation or increases or decreases in the homestead exemption above or below the total 
amount of ad valorem taxes collected by that taxing authority in the year preceding im-
plementation of the reappraisal and valuation. To accomplish this result, the provisions 
of millage adjustments relative to implementation of Section 18 and Section 20 of this 
Article, as set forth in Paragraph (A) of this Section shall be mandatory. Thereafter, fol-
lowing implementation of each subsequent reappraisal and valuation required by Para-
graph (F) of Section 18 of this Article, the millages as fixed in each such implementation 
shall remain in effect unless changed as permitted by Paragraph (C) of this Section.

(C) Increases Permitted. Nothing herein shall prohibit a taxing authority 
from collecting, in the year in which Sections 18 and 20 of this Article are implemented 
or in any subsequent year, a larger dollar amount of ad valorem taxes by (1) levying 
additional or increased millages as provided by law or (2) placing additional property on 
the tax rolls. Increases in the millage rate in excess of the rates established as provided 
by Paragraph (B) above but not in excess of the prior year’s maximum authorized mill-
age rate may be levied by two-thirds vote of the total membership of a taxing authority 
without further voter approval but only after a public hearing held in accordance with 
the open meetings law; however, in addition to any other requirements of the open 
meetings law, public notice of the time, place, and subject matter of such hearing shall be 
published on two separate days no less than thirty days before the public hearing. Such 
public notice shall be published in the official journal of the taxing authority, and another 
newspaper with a larger circulation within the taxing authority than the official journal of 
the taxing authority, if there is one.

(D) Application. This Section shall not apply to millages required to be 
levied for the payment of general obligation bonds.
§24. §39. Tax Assessors

Section 24. Section 39.(A) Election; Term. A tax assessor shall be elected by 
the electors of each parish. His The term of office shall be four years. His A tax asses-
sor’s election, duties, and compensation shall be as provided by law. 

(B) Orleans Parish. The assessor shall be elected at the same time as the 
municipal officers of New Orleans.

(C) Vacancy. When a vacancy occurs in the office of tax assessor, the duties 
of the office, until filled by election as provided by law, shall be assumed by the chief 
deputy assessor.
§25. §40. Tax Sales Administration

Section 25. Section 40.(A) Tax Sales Immovables. (1) There shall be no 
forfeiture of property for nonpayment of taxes. However, the assessment of ad valorem 
taxes and other impositions on immovable property shall constitute a lien and privilege 
on the property assessed in favor of the political subdivision to which taxes and other im-
positions are owed. The legislature shall provide, by law, for the efficient administration 
of tax sales, which shall include at a minimum:

(a) Imposition of interest on the delinquent taxes and other impositions not to 
exceed one percent per month on a noncompounding basis.

(b) Imposition of penalty not to exceed five percent of the delinquent taxes 
and other impositions.

(c) A period of time during which the lien cannot be enforced.
(d) A procedure for claiming the excess proceeds from the sale of the proper-

ty, as a result of the enforcement of the lien.
(2) The legislature may, by law, provide authority to the tax collector to 

waive penalties for good cause.
at the expiration of the year in which the taxes are due, the collector, without suit, and 
after giving notice to the delinquent in the manner provided by law, shall advertise for 
sale the property on which the taxes are due. The advertisement shall be published in 
the official journal of the parish or municipality, or, if there is no official journal, as 

provided by law for sheriffs’ sales, in the manner provided for judicial sales. On the day 
of sale, the collector shall sell the portion of the property which the debtor points out. If 
the debtor does not point out sufficient property, the collector shall sell immediately the 
least quantity of property which any bidder will buy for the amount of the taxes, interest, 
and costs. The sale shall be without appraisement. A tax deed by a tax collector shall be 
prima facie evidence that a valid sale was made.

(2) If property located in a municipality with a population of more than four 
hundred fifty thousand persons as of the most recent federal decennial census fails to sell 
for the minimum required bid in the tax sale, the collector may offer the property for sale 
at a subsequent sale with no minimum required bid. The proceeds of the sale shall be 
applied to the taxes, interest, and costs due on the property, and any remaining deficiency 
shall be eliminated from the tax rolls.

(B) Redemption. (1) The property sold shall be redeemable for three years 
after the date of recordation of the tax sale, by paying the price given, including costs, 
five percent penalty thereon, and interest at the rate of one percent per month until 
redemption.

(2) In the city of New Orleans, when such property sold is residential or 
commercial property which is abandoned property as defined by R.S. 33:4720.12(1) 
or blighted property as defined by Act 155 of the 1984 Regular Session, it shall be 
redeemable for eighteen months after the date of recordation of the tax sale by payment 
in accordance with Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph.

(3) In any parish other than Orleans, when such property sold is vacant 
residential or commercial property which has been declared blighted, as defined by R.S. 
33:1374(B)(1) on January 1, 2013, or abandoned, as defined by R.S. 33:4720.59(D)(2) 
on January 1, 2013, it shall be redeemable for eighteen months after the date of recorda-
tion of the tax sale by payment in accordance with
Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph.

(C) Annulment. No sale of property for taxes shall be set aside for any cause, 
except on proof of payment of the taxes prior to the date of the sale, unless the proceed-
ing to annul is instituted within six months after service of notice of sale. A notice of sale 
shall not be served until the final day for redemption has ended. It must be served within 
five years after the date of the recordation of the tax deed if no notice is given. The fact 
that taxes were paid on a part of the property sold prior to the sale thereof, or that a 
part of the property was not subject to taxation, shall not be cause for annulling the sale 
of any part thereof on which the taxes for which it was sold were due and unpaid. No 
judgment annulling a tax sale shall have effect until the price and all taxes and costs are 
paid, and until ten percent per annum interest on the amount of the price and taxes paid 
from date of respective payments are paid to the purchaser; however, this shall not apply 
to sales annulled because the taxes were paid prior to the date of sale.

(D) Quieting Tax Title. The manner of notice and form of proceeding to quiet 
tax titles shall be provided by law.

(E)(B)(1) Movables; Tax Sales. When taxes on movables are delinquent, the 
tax collector shall seize and sell sufficient movable property of the delinquent taxpayer 
to pay the tax, whether or not the property seized is the property which was assessed. 
Sale of the property shall be at public auction, without appraisement, after ten days 
advertisement, published within ten days after date of seizure. It shall be absolute and 
without redemption.

(2) If the tax collector can find no corporeal movables of the delinquent to 
seize, he may levy on incorporeal rights, by notifying the debtor thereof, or he may pro-
ceed by summary rule in the courts to compel the delinquent to deliver for sale property 
in his possession or under his control.

(F)(C) Postponement of Taxes. The legislature may postpone the payment of 
taxes, but only in cases of an emergency declared by the governor or a parish president 
pursuant to the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and Disaster 
Act, overflow, general conflagration, general crop destruction, or other public calamity, 
and may provide for the levying, assessing, and collecting of such postponed taxes. In 
such case, the legislature may authorize the borrowing of money by the state on its faith 
and credit, by bond issue or otherwise, and may levy taxes, or apply taxes already levied 
and not appropriated, to secure payment thereof, in order to create a fund from which 
loans may be made through the Interim Emergency Board to the governing authority 
of the parish where the calamity occurs taxes are postponed. The money loaned shall 
be applied to and shall not exceed the deficiency in revenue of the parish or a political 
subdivision therein or of which the parish is a part, caused by postponement of taxes. No 
loan shall be made to a parish governing authority without the approval of the Interim 
Emergency Board.

PART III. REVENUE SHARING
§26. §41. Revenue Sharing Fund

Section 26. Section 41.(A) Creation of Fund. The Revenue Sharing Fund is 
created as a special fund in the state treasury.

(B) Annual Allocation. The sum of ninety million dollars is shall be allocated 
annually from the state general fund to the revenue sharing fund. The legislature may 
appropriate additional sums to the fund.

(C) Distribution Formula. The revenue sharing fund shall be distributed 
annually as provided by law solely on the basis of population and number of homesteads 
in each parish in proportion to population and the number of homesteads throughout the 
state. Unless otherwise provided by law, population statistics of the last federal decennial 
census shall be utilized for this purpose. After deductions in each parish for retirement 
systems and commissions as authorized by law, the remaining funds, to the extent avail-
able, shall be distributed by first priority to the tax recipient bodies within the parish, as 
defined by law, to offset current losses because of the homestead exemptions granted 
exemption permitted in this Article. Any balance remaining in a parish distribution shall 
be allocated to the municipalities and tax recipient bodies within each parish as provided 
by law.

(D) Distributing Officer. The funds distributed to each parish as provided in 
Paragraph (C) shall be distributed in Orleans Parish by the city treasurer of New Orleans 
and in all other parishes by the parish tax collector. The funds allocated to the Monroe 
City School Board or its successor shall be distributed to and by the city treasurer of 
Monroe.

(E) Bonded Debt. A political subdivision, as defined by Article VI of 
this constitution, may incur debt by issuing negotiable bonds and may pledge for the 
payment of all or part of the principal and interest of such bonds the proceeds derived 
or to be derived from that portion of the funds received by it from the revenue sharing 
fund, to offset current losses caused by the homestead exemptions granted exemption 
permitted by this Article. Unless otherwise provided by law, no moneys monies allocated 
within any parish from the balance remaining in its distribution may be pledged to the 
payment of the principal or interest of any bonds. Bonds issued under this Paragraph 
shall be issued and sold as provided by law, and shall require approval of the State Bond 
Commission or its successor prior to issuance and sale.

PART IV. TRANSPORTATION
§27. Transportation Trust Fund

Section 27.(A) Creation of fund. Effective January 1, 1990, there shall be 
established in the state treasury as a special permanent trust fund the Transportation 
Trust Fund (“the trust fund”) in which shall be deposited the “excess revenues” as 
defined herein which are a portion of the avails received in each year from all taxes 
levied on gasoline and motor fuels and on special fuels (said avails being referred to as 
the “revenues”) as provided herein. After satisfying pledges respecting that portion of the 
revenues attributable to the tax rates in effect at the time of such pledges for the payment 
of obligations for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness on the effective date of this 
Section, the treasurer shall allocate such portion of the revenues received in each year as 
necessary to pay all principal, interest, premium, if any, and other obligations incident 
to the issuance, security, and payment in respect of bonds as authorized in Paragraph 
(C) hereof. Thereafter, the portion of the revenues remaining shall be deposited in the 
Bond Security and Redemption Fund in the state treasury. After (1) the payment of any 
obligations for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness in existence on the effective 
date of this Section which are secured by revenues; (2) payments in respect of bonds 
authorized in Paragraph (C) hereof; and (3) credit to the Bond Security and Redemp-
tion Fund, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the trust fund all of the revenues 
remaining (the “excess revenues”) from the avails of all taxes levied on gasoline and 
motor fuels and on special fuels, as follows: for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1989, 
the avails of twelve cents per gallon of said taxes received on and after January 1, 1990; 
for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 1990, the avails of fourteen cents per gallon of 
said taxes; for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 1991, and thereafter, the avails of all 
taxes levied on gasoline and motor fuels and on special fuels. Purchases of gasoline, 
diesel fuel, or special fuels which are subject to excise tax under Chapter 7 of Subtitle II 
of Title 47 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 shall be exempt from the state sales 
tax and any sales tax levied by a political subdivision as defined by Article VI, Section 
44(2).All monies appropriated by the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal 
Aviation Administration, or their successors, either reimbursed or paid directly, shall be 
paid directly or deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(B)(1) Except as provided for in Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, the 
monies in the trust fund shall be appropriated or dedicated solely and exclusively for 
the costs for and associated with construction and maintenance of the roads and bridges 
of the state and federal highway systems, the Statewide Flood-Control Program or its 
successor, ports, airports, transit, and the Parish Transportation Fund or its successor and 
for the payment of all principal, interest, premium, if any, and other obligations incident 
to the issuance, security, and payment in respect of bonds or other obligations payable 
from the trust fund as authorized in Paragraph (D) of this Section. Unless pledged to the 
repayment of bonds authorized in Paragraphs (C) or (D) of this Section, the monies in 
the trust fund allocated to ports, airports, flood control, parish transportation, and state 
highway construction shall be appropriated annually by the legislature only pursuant to 
programs established by law which establish a system of priorities for the expenditure 
of such monies, except that the Transportation Infrastructure Model for Economic De-
velopment, which shall include only those projects enumerated in House Bill 17 of the 
1989 First Extraordinary Session of the Legislature and US Highway 61 from Thompson 
Creek to the Mississippi Line, in lieu of “US 61-Bains to Mississippi Line”, and US 
Highway 165 from I-10 to Alexandria to Monroe to Bastrop and thence on US Highway 
425 from Bastrop to the Arkansas Line, in lieu of “US 165-I-10 Alexandria-Monroe-Bas-
trop-Arkansas Line” and LA 15-Natchez, Mississippi to Chase in lieu of “LA 15-Nat-
chez, Mississippi to Monroe”, shall be funded as provided by law. The state-generated 
tax monies appropriated for ports, Parish Transportation Fund, or its successor, and the 
Statewide Flood-Control Program, or its successor shall not exceed twenty percent annu-
ally of the state-generated tax revenues in the trust fund; provided, however, that no less 
than the avails of one cent of the tax on gasoline and special fuels shall be appropriated 
each year to the Parish Transportation Fund, or its successor. The annual appropriation 
for airports shall be a sum equal to, but not greater than, the annual estimated revenue to 
be derived from the state taxes to be collected and received on aviation fuel. Unencum-
bered and unexpended balances at the end of each fiscal year shall remain in the trust 
fund. The earnings realized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the trust 
fund shall be deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(2) There is hereby established in the Transportation Trust Fund a special 
subfund to be known as the “Construction Subfund”, hereinafter referred to as “the sub-
fund”, in which shall be deposited the avails of any new taxes that become effective and 
are levied on gasoline, motor fuels, or special fuels on or after July 1, 2017. The monies 

in the subfund shall be appropriated and dedicated solely for the direct costs associated 
with actual project delivery, construction, and maintenance of transportation and capital 
transit infrastructure projects of the state and local government. The monies in the 
subfund that are appropriated by the legislature to the Department of Transportation and 
Development, or its successor, shall not be utilized by the department for the payment of 
employee wages and related benefits or employee retirement benefits.

(C) The State Bond Commission or its successor, may issue and sell bonds, 
notes, or other obligations (“Bonds”) secured by a pledge of a portion of the revenues 
not to exceed the avails of four cents per gallon of the taxes on gasoline and motor fuels 
and on special fuels received by the state treasurer. Bonds so issued may also be secured 
by a pledge of all or a portion of excess revenues as additional security therefor, and 
if so pledged any portion thereof needed to pay principal, interest, or premium, if any, 
and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, and payment in respect to Bonds 
may be expended by the treasurer without the need for legislative appropriation. The 
Bonds may be issued in the manner set forth in this Section to provide for the costs for 
and associated with construction and maintenance of the roads and bridges of the state 
and federal highway systems, Statewide Flood-Control Program, ports, airports, and for 
any other purpose for which monies in the trust fund may be expended as provided by 
law. Such Bonds shall not be considered to be debt under Article VII, Section 6, unless 
the provisions of Article VII, Section 6, relative to incurring debt by the state are met, 
in which case the full faith and credit of the state may also be pledged in addition to the 
revenues received by the treasurer.

(D) The State Bond Commission or its successor may also issue and sell 
bonds, notes, or other obligations secured by a pledge of the excess revenues deposited 
in the trust fund, which shall otherwise be issued in the manner and for the purposes 
provided for in this Section, and if so pledged any portion thereof needed to pay princi-
pal, interest, or premium, if any, and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, 
and payment in respect thereof may be expended by the treasurer without the need for 
legislative appropriation.

(E) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued pursuant to the provisions of 
Paragraphs (C) or (D) above may be issued in the manner provided by resolution of the 
State Bond Commission or its successor under the authority of said Paragraphs without 
compliance with any other requirement of this constitution or law. To that end, said 
Paragraphs (C) and (D) hereof shall be deemed self-operative.

PART V. PART IV. UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
§28. §42. Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund

Section 28. Section 42.(A) Creation of Fund. (1) Effective July 1, 2021, 
there There shall be established in the state treasury as a special permanent trust fund, the 
Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund, referred to in this Section as the 
“UCP Permanent Trust Fund”. No appropriation shall be made from the UCP Permanent 
Trust Fund. 

(2) The purpose of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund is to ensure a source of 
payment for claims made by owners of unclaimed property. After allocation of money to 
the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) 
of this Constitution, after the payment of all administrative fees, costs, and expenses as 
provided by law, and after the deposit of monies into the Unclaimed Property Leverage 
Fund, the treasurer shall annually deposit in and credit to the UCP Permanent Trust Fund 
the net amount of all monies received as a result of the Uniform Unclaimed Property Act 
of 1997 or its successor.

(3) Realized capital gains, dividend income, and interest income, earned 
on the investments in the UCP Permanent Trust Fund, net of trust fund investment and 
administrative expenses, shall be deposited into the state general fund.

(4) All monies shall be credited to the fund as provided in Subparagraph 
(2) of this Paragraph until the balance in the UCP Permanent Trust Fund equals the 
amount of the state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as reported in the 
previous fiscal year pursuant to Paragraph (C) of this Section. All money received above 
the state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as reported by the state 
treasurer shall be deposited into the state general fund.

(B) Investment and Administration. The money credited to the UCP Perma-
nent Trust Fund pursuant to Paragraph (A) of this Section shall be permanently credited 
to the UCP Permanent Trust Fund and shall be invested by the treasurer. Notwithstand-
ing any provision of this constitution to the contrary, a portion of money in the UCP 
Permanent Trust Fund, not to exceed fifty percent of the money in the UCP Permanent 
Trust Fund, may be invested in equities. The legislature shall establish by law procedures 
for the investment of such monies. The treasurer may contract, subject to the approval 
of the State Bond Commission, for the management of such investments. Investment 
earnings shall be available for appropriation to pay expenses incurred in the investment 
and management of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund.

(C) Reports; Allocation. (1) Not less than sixty days prior to the beginning of 
each regular session of the legislature, the state treasurer shall submit to the legislature 
and the governor a report of the following:

(a) The balance of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund as of the close of the prior 
fiscal year.

(b) The state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as of the 
close of the prior fiscal year.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph, 
not less than sixty days prior to the beginning of the 2022 Regular Session of the legis-
lature, the state treasurer shall submit to the legislature and the governor a report of the 
following:

(a) The balance of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund as of January 1, 2022.
(b) The state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as of the 

close of the prior fiscal year.
(3)(2) If unclaimed property claims exceed receipts, the state treasurer shall 

certify the amount needed to pay received claims and shall allocate sufficient funds 
from the UCP Permanent Trust Fund to pay that amount. The state treasurer shall also 
immediately notify the legislature and governor of the amount transferred from the UCP 
Permanent Trust Fund and amount remaining in the UCP Permanent Trust Fund.

(D) Private Property. Property received by the state pursuant to the Uniform 
Unclaimed Property Act of 1997 or its successor and deposited into the UCP Permanent 
Trust Fund is private property held in trust until a claim is made for it by the owner.

Section 2. Article VII, Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 4.1, 10.1 through 10.3, 10.5 
through 10.9, 10.11 through 10.16, and 10-A of the Constitution of Louisiana are hereby 
repealed in their entirety.

Section 3. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, for the 
remainder of Fiscal Year 2024-2025, in addition to the revenues dedicated by Art. VII, 
Section 15(A)(1) and (3) through (5) of this constitution as provided in this Act, any 
revenues received in Fiscal Year 2024-2025 by the state after the effective date of this 
Section in excess of nine hundred fifty million dollars as a result of the production of or 
exploration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as mineral revenues, including severance 
taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, and excluding such revenues 
designated as nonrecurring pursuant to Article VII, Section 14(B) of the constitution 
as provided in this Act, any such revenues received by the state as a result of grants or 
donations when the terms or conditions thereof require otherwise, and revenues derived 
from any tax on the transportation of minerals, shall be deposited into the Budget Stabili-
zation Fund after the following allocations of the mineral revenues have been made:

(A) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided by Article VII, 
Section 13(B) of this constitution, as provided in this Act.

(B) To the political subdivisions as provided in Article VII, Sections 8 (B) 
and (C) of this constitution, as provided in this Act.

(C) To the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund, as provided 
by law.

Section 4. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, for 
Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the annual appropriation from the Transportation Trust Fund for 
airports shall be a sum equal to, but not greater than, the annual estimated revenue to be 
derived from the state taxes to be collected and received on aviation fuel.

Section 5. Within two weeks of the effective date of this Act, the Depart-
ment of Education shall coordinate with the Department of Treasury to certify amounts 
maintained in the Education Excellence Fund held to the credit of a political subdivision 
or school. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act or law to the contrary, including Act 
4 of the 2024 regular session of the legislature, the department shall, within three weeks 
of the effective date of this Act, withdraw an amount equal to the aggregate balances 
certified pursuant to the provisions of this Section and prior to the end of fiscal year 
2024-2025 remit to each entity its certified amount. Notwithstanding any provision of 
this constitution or law to the contrary, monies withdrawn from the treasury pursuant to 
the provisions of this Section may be held in an escrow account at a fiscal agent bank, as 
defined by law, until expended.

Section 6. Within two weeks of the effective date of this Act, the State Board 
of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Board of Regents shall each coordinate 
with the Department of Treasury to certify amounts maintained in the Louisiana Quality 
Education Support Fund held to the agency’s credit within the fund. Notwithstanding any 
provision of this Act or law to the contrary, including Act 4 of the 2024 regular session 
of the legislature, each such agency shall, within three weeks of the effective date of this 
Act, withdraw an amount from the fund equal to its certified balance. Notwithstanding 
any provision of this constitution or law to the contrary, monies withdrawn from the 
treasury pursuant to the provisions of this Section may be held in an escrow account at a 
fiscal agent bank, as defined by law, until expended.

Section 7.(A) Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, any 
transfer to the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana pursuant to the provisions of 
this Act shall be net of amounts needed to satisfy the requirements Sections 5 and 6 of 
this Act and amounts needed to satisfy current year appropriations from the following 
funds:

(1) 	 Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund.
(2) 	 Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.
(3) 	 Education Excellence Fund.
(B) Unexpended monies in each of the funds listed in Paragraph (A) of this 

Section shall be transferred to the state general fund on July 1, 2025. No appropriation 
from any such fund from the current fiscal year shall be carried forward to next fiscal 
year.

Section 8. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, after the 
effective date of this Act, unless or until directed otherwise by law the treasurer shall 
deposit into the state general fund any monies that would have been deposited in or 
credited to the following funds:

(A) 	 Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund.
(B) 	 Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.
(C) 	 Mineral Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund.
(D) 	 Education Excellence Fund.
Section 9. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, for the 

remainder of Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the treasurer shall allocate severance tax to the 
governing authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs in accordance 
with the provisions of law in effect on July 1, 2024.

Section 10. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
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submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025.

Section 11. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used at the 
election, there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall be 
permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposition 
shall read as follows:

Do you support an amendment to revise Article VII of the Constitution of 
Louisiana including revisions to lower the maximum rate of income tax, 
increase income tax deductions for citizens over sixty-five, provide for a 
government growth limit, modify operation of certain constitutional funds, 
provide for property tax exemptions retaining the homestead exemption 
and exemption for religious organizations, provide a permanent teacher 
salary increase by requiring a surplus payment to teacher retirement debt, 
and make other modifications? (Amends Article VII, Sections 1 through 28; 
Adds Article VII, Sections 29 through 42)

Proposed Amendment No. 3
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 3

--------
SENATE BILL NO. 2

BY SENATORS CLOUD AND MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVE VILLIO
A JOINT RESOLUTION

	 Proposing to amend Article V, Section 19 of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative to special juvenile proceedings; to provide relative to crimes com-
mitted by juveniles; to allow adult prosecution for certain felony offenses specified by the 
legislature; and to specify an election for submission of the proposition to electors and 
provide a ballot proposition. 
	 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to amend Article V, Section 19 of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as 
follows: 
§19. Special Juvenile Procedures 

	 Section 19. The determination of guilt or innocence, the detention, 
and the custody of a person who is alleged to have committed a crime prior to 
his seventeenth birthday shall be pursuant to special juvenile procedures which shall be 
provided by law. However, the legislature may (1) by a two-thirds vote of the elected mem-
bers of each house provide that special juvenile procedures shall not apply to juveniles 
arrested for having committed first or second degree murder, manslaughter, aggravated 
rape, armed robbery, aggravated burglary, aggravated kidnapping, attempted first 
degree murder, attempted second degree murder, forcible rape, simple rape, second 
degree kidnapping, a second or subsequent aggravated battery, a second or subsequent 
aggravated burglary, a second or subsequent offense of burglary of an inhabited dwelling, 
or a second or subsequent felony-grade violation of Part X or X-B of Chapter 4 of Title 
40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, involving the manufacture, distribution, 
or possession with intent to distribute controlled dangerous substances certain 
felony offenses provided by law, and (2) by two-thirds vote of the elected mem-
bers of each house lower the maximum ages of persons to whom juvenile procedures 
shall apply, and (3) by two-thirds vote of the elected members of each house establish 
a procedure by which the court of original jurisdiction may waive special juvenile 
procedures in order that adult procedures shall apply in individual cases. The legislature, 
by a majority of the elected members of each house, shall make special provisions for 
detention and custody of juveniles who are subject to the jurisdiction of the district court 
pending determination of guilt or innocence. 
	 Section 2. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025, or a statewide election authorized by law, whichever occurs first. 
	 Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used 
at said election there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the 
state shall be permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as follows: 

Do you support an amendment to provide the legislature the authority to 
determine which felony crimes, when committed by a person under the 
age of seventeen, may be transferred for criminal prosecution as an adult? 
(Amends Article V, Section 19)

Proposed Amendment No. 4
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 4

--------

SENATE BILL NO. 5
BY SENATOR MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVE MCMAKIN

A JOINT RESOLUTION
	 Proposing to amend Article V, Section 22(B) of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative to judicial elections; to provide for election dates for newly-cre-
ated judgeships or vacancies in office of judge; and to specify an election for 
submission of the proposition to electors and provide a ballot proposition. 
	 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to amend Article V, Section 22(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as 
follows: 
§22. Judges; Election; Vacancy 
	 Section 22.(A) Election.

* * *
	 (B) Vacancy. A newly-created judgeship or a vacancy in the office of a 
judge shall be filled by special election called by the governor and held within twelve 
months on the election date first available pursuant to applicable law after the day on 
which the vacancy occurs or the judgeship is established, except when the vacancy oc-
curs in the last twelve months of an existing term. If the date of the next gubernatorial or 
congressional election is within twelve months of the date when the vacancy occurred, 
then the special election shall be held at the next gubernatorial or congressio-
nal election, if the special election can be held on that date in accordance with 
applicable law. Until the vacancy is filled, the supreme court shall appoint a person 
meeting the qualifications for the office, other than domicile, to serve at its pleasure. 
The appointee shall be ineligible as a candidate at the election to fill the vacancy or 
the newly-created judicial office. No person serving as an appointed judge, other than a 
retired judge, shall be eligible for retirement benefits provided for the elected judiciary. 

* * *
	 Section 2. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025. 
	 Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used at 
said election there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state 
shall be permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as follows: 

Do you support an amendment to provide for the use of the earliest elec-
tion date to fill judicial vacancies? (Amends Article V, Section 22(B))
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Proposed Amendment No. 1
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 2

--------
SENATE BILL NO. 1

BY SENATOR MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVE MCMAKIN
A JOINT RESOLUTION

	 Proposing to amend Article V, Sections 5(B), 15(A), and 16(A) of the 
Constitution of Louisiana, relative to jurisdiction of courts; to provide for disciplinary 
proceedings over attorneys from other jurisdictions concerning legal services in the state 
and over related unethical practices; to authorize creation of courts of limited or special-
ized jurisdiction; and to specify an election for submission of the proposition to electors 
and provide a ballot proposition. 
	
	 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to amend Article V, Sections 5(B), 15(A), and 16(A) of the Constitution of Loui-
siana, to read as follows: 
§5. Supreme Court; Jurisdiction; Rule-Making Power; Assignment of Judges 
	 Section 5.(A) 

	
* * *

	 (B) Original Jurisdiction. The supreme court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction of disciplinary proceedings against a member of the bar and any lawyer spe-
cially admitted by a court of this state for a particular proceeding, as well as any lawyer 
not admitted in this state who practices law or renders or offers to render any legal 
services in this state. 

* * *
§15. Courts; Retention; Jurisdiction; Judicial District Changes; Terms
	 Section 15.(A) Court Retention; Trial Courts of Limited Jurisdiction. The 
district, family, juvenile, parish, city, and magistrate courts existing on the effective date 
of this constitution are retained. Subject to the limitations in Sections 16 and 21 of this 
Article, the legislature by law may abolish or merge trial courts of limited or specialized 
jurisdiction. The legislature by law may establish trial courts of limited or specialized 
jurisdiction with parishwide territorial jurisdiction and subject matter jurisdiction which 
shall be uniform throughout the state by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected 
members of each house of the legislature. Effective January 1, 2007, the legislature by 
law may establish new judgeships for district courts and establish the new divisions 
with limited or specialized jurisdiction within the territorial jurisdiction of the district 
court and subject matter jurisdiction over family or juvenile matters as provided by law. 
The office of city marshal is continued until the city court he serves is abolished. 

	
* * *

§16. District Courts; Jurisdiction 
	 Section 16.(A) Original Jurisdiction. (1) Except as otherwise authorized by 
this constitution or except as heretofore or hereafter provided by law for 
administrative agency determinations in worker’s compensation matters, a district 
court shall have original jurisdiction of all civil and criminal matters. (2) It Except as oth-
erwise authorized under this constitution, it shall have exclusive original jurisdiction of 
felony cases and of cases involving title to immovable property, except as provided 
in (3) below; the right to office or other public position; civil or political right; probate 
and succession matters; except for administrative agency determination provided for 
in (1) above, the state, a political corporation, or political subdivisions, or a succession, 
as a defendant; and the appointment of receivers or liquidators for corporations or 
partnerships. (3) The legislature may provide by law that a family court has jurisdic-
tion of cases involving title to movable and immovable property when those cases 
relate to the partition of community property and the settlement of claims arising from 
matrimonial regimes when such action arises as a result of divorce or annulment of 
marriage. 

* * *
	 Section 2. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025, or at a statewide election authorized by law, whichever occurs first. 
	 Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used at said 
election there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall 
be permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposi-
tion shall read as follows: 

Do you support an amendment granting the Louisiana Supreme Court juris-
diction to discipline out-of-state lawyers for unethical legal practices in the 
state of Louisiana, and to grant the legislature the authority to establish trial 
courts of limited and specialized jurisdiction? (Amends Article V, Sections 
5(B), 15(A) and 16(A))

Proposed Amendment No. 2
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 1

--------
HOUSE BILL NO. 7

BY REPRESENTATIVE EMERSON AND SENATOR FOIL
A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to revise Article VII of the Constitution of Louisiana, relative to 
revenue and finance; to provide with respect to the power of taxation including limita-
tions thereon; to require uniformity with respect to certain local and state tax measures; 
to provide with respect to assessment of property and other items of taxation; to provide 
with respect to remittal of some or all of certain tax revenues to local entities; to provide 
with respect to rates of taxation; to provide with respect to dedication of certain revenue; 
to provide with respect to bonded indebtedness including limitations thereon; to provide 
with respect to the Interim Emergency Board; to provide with respect to the State Bond 
Commission; to provide with respect to deposit of monies received by the state or its 
instrumentalities; to provide with respect to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund; 
to provide with respect to expenditure of state revenues; to provide with respect to the 
Revenue Estimating Conference; to provide with respect to appropriations; to provide 
with respect to deficits; to provide with respect to budgets; to provide with respect to 
publication of certain data; to provide with respect to the Budget Stabilization Fund; 
to provide with respect to the Transportation Trust Fund including subfunds thereof; 
to provide with respect to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund; to provide for 
establishing certain classes of trusts and funds in the state treasury; to provide with 
respect to designation of certain trusts and funds in the state treasury as a member of 
such classes; to provide with respect to the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund 
including subfunds thereof; to provide with respect to the Mineral Revenue Audit 
and Settlement Fund; to provide with respect to the Oilfield Site Restoration Fund; 
to provide with respect to the Oil Spill Contingency Fund; to provide with respect to 
the Millennium Trust and any funds within it; to provide with respect to the Louisiana 
Fund; to provide with respect to the Artificial Reef Development Fund; to provide with 
respect to the legislature’s authority to take certain actions; to provide with respect to 
the Hospital Stabilization Formula and Fund; to provide with respect to the Louisiana 
Medical Assistance Trust Fund and any accounts therein; to provide with respect to the 
Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund; to provide with respect to the Conservation Fund; 
to provide with respect to public access to certain revenue and expenditure informa-
tion; to provide with respect to investment of certain monies; to provide with respect 
to things of value; to provide with respect to cooperative endeavors; to provide with 
respect to prior obligations regarding things of value; to provide with respect to release 

or extinguishment of certain obligations; to provide with respect to taxes; to require 
transfer of certain assets to the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana; to provide 
with respect to the authority of the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana regarding 
calculation of system liabilities and required funding; to provide with respect to use by 
certain political subdivisions of certain revenues to provide a salary increase for certain 
personnel; to provide with respect to valuation of property for tax purposes; to provide 
with respect to treatment of certain property, income, or things of value for tax purposes; 
to provide with respect to tax liability; to provide with respect to reduction or elimination 
of tax liability in certain circumstances; to provide with respect to certain payments to 
political subdivisions; to provide with respect to invalidation or impairment of certain 
taxes or obligations; to provide with respect to millage rates; to provide with respect to 
tax assessors; to provide with respect to tax sales; to provide with respect to liens and 
privileges; to provide with respect to the Revenue Sharing Fund; to provide with respect 
to the Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund; to create the Local Revenue 
Fund; to provide relative to the severance tax allocation on brine; to make technical 
and conforming changes; to provide for submission of the proposed amendment to the 
electors; and to provide for related matters.

Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the electors 
of the state of Louisiana, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to revise Article VII of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as follows:

ARTICLE VII. REVENUE AND FINANCE
PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

§1. Power to Tax; Public Purpose
Section 1.(A) Except as otherwise provided by this constitution, the power 

of taxation shall be vested in the legislature, shall never be surrendered, suspended, or 
contracted away, and shall be exercised for public purposes only.

(B) The power to tax may shall not be exercised by any court in the state, 
either by ordering the levy of a tax, an increase in an existing tax, or the repeal of an ex-
isting tax exemption or by ordering the legislature or any municipal or parish governing 
authority or any other political subdivision or governmental entity to do so.
§2. Power to Tax; Limitation

Section 2. The levy of a new tax, tax; an increase in an existing tax, tax; the 
enactment of a tax exemption, exclusion, deduction, credit, or rebate or an increase in 
the amount of a tax deduction, credit, or rebate; or a repeal of an existing tax exemption 
shall require the enactment of a law by two-thirds of the elected members of each house 
of the legislature.
§2.1. §3. Fees and Civil Fines; Limitation

Section 2.1. Section 3.(A) Any new fee or civil fine or increase in an existing 
fee or civil fine imposed or assessed by the state or any board, department, or agency in 
the executive branch of the state shall require the enactment of a law by a two-thirds vote 
of the elected members of each house of the legislature.

(B) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any department which is 
constitutionally created and headed by an officer who is elected by majority vote of the 
electorate of the state.

§2.2. Power to Tax; Sales and Use §4. Tax; Limitation
	 Section 2.2. Section 4.(A) Effective January 1, 2003, the sales 

and use tax rate imposed by the state of Louisiana or by a politi-
cal subdivision whose boundaries are coterminous with those of 
the state shall not exceed two percent of the price of the follow-
ing items:

	 (1) Food for home consumption, as defined in R.S. 47:305(D)(1)
(n) through (r) on January 1, 2003.

	 (2) Natural gas, electricity, and water sold directly to the con-
sumer for residential use.

	 (3) Prescription drugs.
	 (B) Effective July 1, 2003, the The sales and use tax imposed by 

the state of Louisiana or by a political subdivision whose bound-
aries are coterminous with those of the state shall not apply to 
sales or purchases of the following items:

	 (1) Food for home consumption, as defined provided in R.S. 
47:305(D)(1)(n) through (r) on January 1, 2003 R.S. 47:305(C)
(1) on January 1, 2025.

	 (2) Natural gas, electricity, and water sold directly to the con-
sumer for residential use.

	 (3) Prescription drugs.
	 (C) (B) As used in this Section, the term “sold directly to the 

consumer for residential use” includes the furnishing of natural 
gas, electricity, or water to single private residences, including 
the separate private units of apartment houses and other multiple 
dwellings, actually used for residential purposes, which resi-
dences are separately metered or measured, regardless of the fact 
that a person other than the resident is contractually bound to the 
supplier for the charges, actually pays the charges, or is billed for 
the charges. The use of electricity, natural gas, or water in hotel 
or motel units does not constitute residential use. 

	 (C) No ad valorem tax shall be imposed by the state of Louisiana 
or by a political subdivision on prescription drugs.

	 (D) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VI, Section 29 
of this constitution, the sales and use tax levied by a political 
subdivision shall apply to any sale at retail, use, lease, rental, 
consumption, or storage of goods, services, and other products 
as authorized by or required by law. 

	 (E) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution to 
the contrary, all local taxing authorities are hereby authorized to 
amend their ordinances concerning sales and use taxes to con-
form any existing levy to the authority granted to those taxing 
authorities pursuant to applicable law.

§2.3. §5. Power to Tax; Limitation; Sale or Transfer of Immovable 
Property Limitations

	 Section 2.3. Section 5.(A) A political subdivision shall not levy a 
severance tax, income tax, inheritance tax, or tax on motor fuel. 

	 (B) Effective January 1, 2026, no new sales and use tax exemp-
tion, exclusion, credit, rebate, or refund shall be enacted unless 
the proposed exemption, exclusion, credit, rebate, or refund is 
applicable to both sales and use taxes levied by the state and 
those levied by political subdivisions.

	 (C) No new tax or fee upon the sale or transfer of immovable 
property, including documentary transaction taxes or fees, or any 
other tax or fee, shall be levied by the state of Louisiana, by a po-
litical subdivision whose boundaries are coterminous with those 
of the state, or by a political subdivision, as defined in Article VI, 
Section 44(2) of this constitution after November 30, 2011.	
A documentary transaction is any transaction pursuant to any in-
strument, act, writing, or document which transfers or conveys 
immovable property. Fees for the cost of recordation, filing, or 
maintenance of documents, or records effectuating the sale or 
transfer of immovable property, impact fees for development of 
property, annual parcel fees, and ad valorem taxes shall not be 
considered taxes or fees upon the sale or transfer of immovable 
property. 

§3. §6. Collection of Taxes
	 Section 3. Section 6.(A) The legislature shall prohibit the issu-

ance of process to restrain the collection of any tax. It shall pro-
vide a complete and adequate remedy for the prompt recovery of 
an illegal tax paid by a taxpayer.

	 (B)(1) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this constitu-
tion, sales and use taxes levied by political subdivisions shall 

be collected by a single collector for each parish or a central 
collection commission. On or before July 1, 1992, all political 
subdivisions within each parish which levy a sales and use tax 
shall agree between and among themselves to provide for the 
collection of such taxes by a single collector or a central collec-
tion commission. The legislature, by general law, shall provide 
for the collection of sales and use taxes, levied by political sub-
divisions, by a central collection commission in those parishes 
where a single collector or a central collection commission has 
not been established by July 1, 1992.

	 (2) The legislature, by local law enacted by two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature, may establish 
an alternate method of providing for a single collector or a cen-
tral collection commission in each parish. 

	 (3) Except when authorized by the unanimous agreement of all 
political subdivisions levying a sales and use tax within a parish, 
only those political subdivisions levying a sales and use tax shall 
be authorized to act as the single collector or participate on any 
commission established for the collection of such taxes.

	 (4) The legislature shall provide for the prompt remittance to 
the political subdivisions identified on the taxpayers’ returns of 
funds collected pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph by 
a single collector or under any other centralized collection ar-
rangement.

	 (5) The provisions of Subparagraphs 1 and 2 of this Paragraph 
shall not apply in those parishes which have a single collector 
or a centralized collection arrangements as of July 1, 1992, that 
remains in effect.

	 (6) Taxes collected on behalf of a taxing authority by any collec-
tor shall be held in trust by the collector and shall be the property 
of the taxing authority for which they are collected.

	 (7) Nothing in this Paragraph or in Article VI of this constitu-
tion shall impede the operations or funding of the Uniform Local 
Sales Tax Board established by law. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this constitution to the contrary, the Uniform Local 
Sales Tax Board shall exercise any authority provided to it by 
law, provided that any change to the membership or reduction in 
the authority of the board, as effective on July 1, 2024, shall be 
by law enacted only by a vote of 

two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.
§4. §7. Income Tax; Severance Tax; Political Subdivisions Tax
	 Section 4.(A) Income Tax. Section 7. Equal and uniform taxes 

may be levied on net incomes, and these taxes may be gradu-
ated according to the amount of net income. incomes. Howev-
er, the maximum state individual rate shall not exceed four and 
three-quarters percent for tax years beginning after December 
31, 2021. Federal income taxes paid may be allowed as a deduct-
ible item in computing state income taxes for the same period as 
provided by law. three and three-quarters percent. For tax years 
beginning after December 31, 2025, a person sixty-five years of 
age or older shall be entitled to an additional standard deduction 
equal to the amount applicable for a single individual provided 
in R.S. 47:294.

§8. Severance Tax
	 (B) Severance Tax. (1) Section 8.(A) Taxes may be levied by the 

state on natural resources severed from the soil or water, to be 
paid proportionately by the owners thereof at the time of sever-
ance. Natural resources may be classified for the purpose of tax-
ation. Such taxes may be predicated upon either the quantity or 
value of the products at the time and place of severance. No fur-
ther or additional tax or license shall be levied or imposed upon 
oil, gas, or sulphur leases or rights. No additional value shall be 
added to the assessment of land by reason of the presence of oil, 
gas, or sulphur therein or their production therefrom. However, 
sulphur in place shall be assessed for ad valorem taxation to the 
person, firm, or corporation having the right to mine or produce 
the same in the parish where located, at no more than twice the 
total assessed value of the physical property subject to taxation, 
excluding the assessed value of sulphur above ground, as is used 
in sulphur operations in such parish. Likewise, the severance tax 
shall be the only tax on timber; however, standing timber shall 
be liable equally with the land on which it stands for ad valorem 
taxes levied on the land.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (1) of this Para-
graph, the presence of oil or gas or the production thereof, may 
be included in the methodology to determine the fair market val-
ue of an oil or gas well for ad valorem taxes.

(C) Political Subdivisions; Prohibitions. A political subdivision of the state 
shall not levy a severance tax, income tax, inheritance tax, or tax on motor fuel.

(D)(1) Severance Tax Allocation. (B) One-third of the sulphur severance 
tax, but not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-third of the lignite severance 
tax, but not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-half of severance tax on brine 
that is not produced as an incident to the production of oil and gas, unless the brine is 
saved, retained, used, or sold for the purpose of extracting the constituent parts, minerals, 
elements, or compounds, one-fifth of the severance tax on all natural resources, other 
than sulphur, lignite, brine, or timber, but not to exceed five hundred thousand dollars; 
and three-fourths of the timber severance tax shall be remitted to the governing authority 
of the parish in which severance or production occurs. The legislature may, by law, do 
any of the following:
	 (1) Increase or decrease the proportion of tax avails to be remitted for any of 
the severance taxes pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph.

(2) Establish an annual maximum that may be remitted pursuant to the pro-
visions of this Paragraph for any of the severance taxes, provided that the limitation shall 
not be an amount less than the amount provided for on July 1, 2024.

(2) Effective July 1, 1999, one-third of the sulphur severance tax, but not 
to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-third of the lignite severance tax, but not 
to exceed one hundred thousand dollars; one-fifth of the severance tax on all natural 
resources, other than sulphur, lignite, or timber, but not to exceed seven hundred fifty 
thousand dollars; and three-fourths of the timber severance tax shall be remitted to the 
governing authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs.

(3) Effective July 1, 2007, one-fifth of the severance tax on all natural 
resources other than sulphur, lignite, or timber shall be remitted to the governing 
authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs. The initial maximum 
amount remitted to the parish in which severance or production occurs shall not exceed 
eight hundred fifty thousand dollars. The maximum amount remitted shall be increased 
each July first, beginning in 2008, by an amount equal to the average annual increase 
in the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers, as published by the United States 
Department of Labor, for the previous calendar year, as calculated and adopted by the 
Revenue Estimating Conference.

(4)Effective April 1, 2012, the provisions of this Subparagraph shall be 
implemented if and when the last official forecast of revenues adopted for a fiscal year 
before the start of that fiscal year contains an estimate of severance tax revenues derived 
from natural resources other than sulphur, lignite, or timber in an amount which exceeds 
the actual severance tax revenues from such natural resources collected in Fiscal Year 
2008-2009. Upon the adoption of such official forecast, the Revenue Estimating Con-
ference shall certify that the requirements for the implementation of the provisions con-
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tained in this Subparagraph have been met. In such event, the following distributions and 
allocations of severance tax revenues and other revenues provided in this Subparagraph 
shall be effective and implemented for the fiscal year for which the official forecast was 
adopted, and each year thereafter. The legislature shall provide by law for the adminis-
trative procedures necessary to change the severance tax allocation to parishes from a 
calendar year basis to a fiscal year basis.

(a)Remittance to parishes.
(i) In the first fiscal year of implementation of this Subparagraph, the 

maximum amount of severance tax on all natural resources other than sulphur, lignite, or 
timber which is remitted to the parish in which severance or production occurs shall not 
exceed one million eight hundred fifty thousand dollars. For all subsequent fiscal years, 
the maximum amount remitted to a parish shall not exceed two million eight hundred 
fifty thousand dollars.

(ii) On July first of each year the maximum amount remitted to the parish in 
which severance or production occurs, as provided in Item (i) of this Subsubparagraph, 
shall be increased by an amount equal to the average annual increase in the Consumer 
Price Index for all urban consumers for the previous calendar year, as published by the 
United States Department of Labor, which amount shall be as calculated and adopted by 
the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(iii) Of the total amount of severance tax revenues remitted in a fiscal year 
to a parish governing authority pursuant to the provisions of this Subparagraph, any 
portion which is in excess of the amount of such tax revenues remitted to that parish in 
Fiscal Year 2011-2012 shall be known as “excess severance tax”. At least fifty percent 
of the excess severance tax received by a parish governing authority in a fiscal year shall 
be expended within the parish in the same manner and for the same purposes as monies 
received by the parish from the Parish Transportation Fund.

(E) (C) Royalties Allocation. One-tenth of the royalties from mineral leases 
on state-owned land, land and lake and river beds and other water bottoms belonging to 
the state or the title to which is in the public for mineral development shall be remitted to 
the governing authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs. A parish 
governing authority may fund these royalties into general obligation bonds of the parish 
in accordance with law. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to properties 
comprising the Russell Sage Wildlife and Game Refuge.
§4.1. Cigarette Tax Rates

Section 4.1. To ensure revenue for the dedication provided for in Article 
VII, Section 10.8(C)(2)(c) of this constitution, the rate of the tax levied pursuant to 
R.S. 47:841(B)(3) shall not be less than the rate set forth in that provision as it exists on 
January 1, 2012.
§5. §9. Motor Vehicle License Tax 

Section 5. Section 9. The legislature shall impose an annual license tax of 
not more than one dollar per each one thousand dollars of actual value on automobiles 
for private use based on the actual value of the vehicle, as provided by law. Howev-
er, the annual license tax shall not be less than ten dollars per automobile for private 
use. On other motor vehicles, the legislature shall impose an annual license tax based 
upon carrying capacity, horsepower, value, weight, or any of these. After satisfying the 
requirements of Section 9(B) of this Article, and after satisfying pledges respecting that 
portion of the revenues attributable to the tax rates in effect at the time of such pledges 
for the payment of obligations for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness and upon 
the creation of a Transportation Trust Fund within this constitution, the revenues from 
the license tax on automobiles for private use shall be deposited therein. In the event no 
such trust fund is established in this constitution, the revenues shall be used exclusively 
and solely as provided by law for the construction, maintenance, and safety of the federal 
and state system of roads and bridges, for the parish and municipal road systems, for the 
operations of the office of state police, Department of Public Safety and Corrections or 
its successor, and for the payment of any obligation for bonds issued or indebtedness 
incurred in connection with any of the foregoing, which bonds may be issued as revenue 
bonds under Article VII, Section 6(C) of this constitution, subject to existing pledges 
only as to that portion of the tax collections attributable to the rates in effect at the time 
of such pledges for the payment of any obligations for bonds or other evidences of 
indebtedness outstanding on the effective date of this Section. No parish or municipality 
may impose a license fee on motor vehicles.
§6. §10. State Debt; Full Faith and Credit Obligations

Section 6. Section 10.(A) Authorization. Unless otherwise authorized by this 
constitution, the state shall have no power, directly or indirectly, or through any state 
board, agency, commission, or otherwise, to incur debt or issue bonds except by law 
enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. The debt 
may be incurred or the bonds issued only if the funds are to be used to repel invasion; 
suppress insurrection; provide relief from natural catastrophes; refund outstanding in-
debtedness at the same or a lower effective interest rate; or make capital improvements, 
but only in accordance with a comprehensive capital budget, which the legislature shall 
adopt.

(B) Capital Improvements. (1) If the purpose is to make capital improve-
ments, the nature and location and, if more than one project, the amount allocated to 
each and the order of priority shall be stated in the comprehensive capital budget which 
the legislature adopts.

(2) The estimated amount of debt service to be paid for capital improvements 
for the next fiscal year shall be stated as a separate item and by budget unit in the budget 
estimate required to be submitted by the governor in accordance with Section 11 Section 
23 of this Article.

(C) Full Faith and Credit. The full faith and credit of the state shall be 
pledged to the repayment of all bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued by 
the state directly or through any state board, agency, or commission pursuant to the 
provisions of Paragraphs (A) and (B) hereof. of this Section. The full faith and credit 
of the state is not hereby pledged to the repayment of bonds of a levee district, political 
subdivision, or local public agency. In addition, any state board, agency, or commission 
authorized by law to issue bonds, in the manner so authorized and with the approval of 
the State Bond Commission or its successor, may issue bonds which are payable from 
fees, rates, rentals, tolls, charges, grants, or other receipts or income derived by or in 
connection with an undertaking, facility, project, or any combination thereof, without a 
pledge of the full faith and credit of the state. Such revenue bonds may, but are not re-
quired to, be issued in accordance with the provisions of Paragraphs (A) and (B) hereof. 
of this Section. If issued other than as provided in Paragraphs (A) and (B), such revenue 
bonds shall not carry the pledge of the full faith and credit of the state and the issuance 
of the bonds shall not constitute the incurring of state debt under this constitution. The 
rights granted to deep-water port commissions or deep-water port, harbor, and terminal 
districts under this constitution shall not be impaired by this Section.

(D) Referendum. The legislature, by law enacted by two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house, may propose a statewide public referendum to authorize 
incurrence of debt for any purpose for which the legislature is not herein authorized to 
incur debt.

(E) Exception. Nothing in this Section shall apply to any levee district, polit-
ical subdivision, or local public agency unless the full faith and credit of the
state is pledged to the payment of the bonds of the levee district, political subdivision, or 
local public agency.

(F) Limitation. (1) The legislature shall provide for the determination of a 
limit to the amount of net state tax supported debt which may be issued by the state in 
any fiscal year. Net state tax supported debt shall be defined by law. When enacted, such 
definition shall not be changed except by specific legislative instrument which receives 
a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. 
The limitation shall be established so that by Fiscal Year 2003-2004 and thereafter the 
amount necessary to service outstanding net state tax supported debt shall not exceed six 
percent of the estimate of money to be received by the state general fund and dedicated 
funds contained in the official forecast adopted by the Revenue Estimating Conference 
at its first meeting after the beginning of each fiscal year and any other money required 
to be included in the estimate by this Paragraph. In making such estimate, the conference 
shall include all amounts which are to be used to service net state tax supported debt. For 
purposes of this Paragraph, servicing outstanding net state tax supported debt includes 
payments of principal, interest, and sinking fund requirements. The limitation established 
pursuant to this Paragraph shall not be construed to prevent the payment of debt service 
on net state tax supported debt.
	 (2) The limitation established pursuant to this Paragraph may be changed 
by passage of a specific legislative instrument by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature. The limitation may be exceeded 
by passage of a specific legislative instrument for a project or related projects by a 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature, 
provided that any debt service payment required for such the projects shall, once 
bonds have been issued in connection therewith, not be impaired in any future year by 
application of this limitation. The limitation established pursuant to this Subparagraph 
shall be deemed to be increased as necessary to accommodate any projects approved 
to exceed this limit if approved as provided in this Paragraph, but only as long as there 
are bonds outstanding for the projects.

	 (3) Except as provided in Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, the 
State Bond Commission shall not approve the issuance of any net 
state tax supported debt, the debt service requirement of which 
would cause the limit herein established to be exceeded.

§7. §11. State Debt; Interim Emergency Board Board; Composition; Powers
Section 7. Section 11.(A) Composition. The Interim Emergency Board is cre-

ated. It shall be composed of the governor, lieutenant governor, state treasurer, presiding 
officer of each house of the legislature, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, and 
chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, or their designees. 

(B) Powers. (1) Between sessions of the legislature, when the board by 
majority vote determines that an emergency or impending flood emergency exists, it may 
appropriate from the state general fund or borrow on the full faith and credit of the state 
an amount to meet the emergency. The appropriation may be made or the indebtedness 
incurred only for a purpose for which the legislature may appropriate funds and then 
only after the board obtains, as provided by law, the written consent of two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature.

(2) For the purposes of this Paragraph, an emergency is an event or occur-
rence not reasonably anticipated by the legislature and an impending flood emergency 
shall be an anticipated situation which endangers an existing flood protection structure. 
The appropriation or indebtedness incurred for an impending flood emergency shall 
not exceed two hundred fifty thousand dollars for any one event or occurrence. For an 
impending emergency to qualify for funding it must be determined as such by the United 
States Army Corp Corps of Engineers or the United States Coast Guard. Total funding 
for such impending emergencies shall not exceed twenty-five percent of the funds annu-
ally available to the Interim Emergency Board.

(C) Limits. The aggregate of indebtedness outstanding at any one time and 
the amount appropriated from the state general fund for the current fiscal year under the 
authority of this Section shall not exceed one-tenth of one percent of total state revenue 
receipts for the previous fiscal year.

(D) Allocation. An amount sufficient to pay indebtedness incurred during the 
preceding fiscal year under the authority of this Section is allocated, as a first priority, 

each year from the state general fund.
§8. §12. State Bond Commission

Section 8. Section 12.(A) Creation. The State Bond Commission is created. 
Its membership and authority shall be determined by law.

(B) Approval of Bonds. No bonds or other obligations shall be issued or 
sold by the state, directly or through any state board, agency, or commission, or by any 
political subdivision of the state, unless prior written approval of the bond commission 
is obtained.

(C) Contesting State Bonds. Bonds, notes, certificates, or other evidences 
of indebtedness of the state (hereafter state, hereafter referred to as “bonds”) “bonds”, 
shall not be invalid because of any irregularity or defect in the proceedings or in the 
issuance and sale thereof and shall be incontestable in the hands of a bona fide purchaser 
or holder. The issuing agency, after authorizing the issuance of bonds by resolution, shall 
publish once in the official journal of the state, as provided by law, a notice of intention 
to issue the bonds. The notice shall include a description of the bonds and the security 
therefor. Within thirty days after the publication, any person in interest may contest 
the legality of the resolution, any provision of the bonds to be issued pursuant to it, the 
provisions securing the bonds, and the validity of all other provisions and proceedings 
relating to the authorization and issuance of the bonds. If no action or proceeding is 
instituted within the thirty days, no person may contest the validity of the bonds, the 
provisions of the resolution pursuant to which the bonds were issued, the security of the 
bonds, or the validity of any other provisions or proceedings relating to their authoriza-
tion and issuance, and the bonds shall be presumed conclusively to be legal. Thereafter 
no court shall have authority to inquire into such matters.
§9. §13. State Funds

Section 9. Section 13.(A) Deposit in State Treasury. All money received by 
the state or by any state board, agency, or commission shall be deposited immediately 
upon receipt in the state treasury, except that monies received: 

(1) as a result of grants or donations grants, donations, or other forms of 
assistance when the terms and conditions thereof or of agreements pertaining thereto 
require otherwise;

(2) by trade or professional associations; 
(3) by the employment security administration fund or its successor; 
(4) by retirement system funds; 
(5) by state agencies operating under authority of this constitution prepon-

derantly from fees and charges for the shipment of goods in international maritime trade 
and commerce; and 

(6) by a state board, agency, or commission, but pledged by it in connection 
with the issuance of revenue bonds as provided in Paragraph (C) of Section 6 10 of this 
Article, other than any surplus as may be defined in the law authorizing such revenue 
bonds.

(B) Bond Security and Redemption Fund. Subject to contractual obligations 
existing on the effective date of this constitution, all state money deposited in the state 
treasury shall be credited to a special fund designated as the Bond Security and Redemp-
tion Fund, except money received as the result of grants or donations or other forms of 
assistance when the terms and conditions thereof or of agreements pertaining thereto 
require otherwise. In each fiscal year an amount is allocated from the bond security and 
redemption fund sufficient to pay all obligations which that are secured by the full faith 
and credit of the state and which become due and payable within the current fiscal year, 
including principal, interest, premiums, sinking or reserve fund, and other requirements. 
Thereafter, except as otherwise provided by law, money remaining in the fund shall be 
credited to the state general fund.

(C) Exception. Nothing in this Section shall apply to a levee district or 
political subdivision unless the full faith and credit of the state is pledged to the payment 
of the bonds of the levee district or political subdivision.
§10. §14. Expenditure of State Funds Revenue

Section 10. Section 14.(A) Revenue Estimating Conference. The Reve-
nue Estimating Conference shall be composed of four members: the governor, or his 
designee, the president of the senate, or his designee, the speaker of the house or his 
designee, and a faculty member of a university or college in Louisiana who has expertise 
in forecasting revenues. Changes to the membership beyond the four members shall be 
made by law enacted by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature.

(B) Official Forecast. The conference shall prepare and publish initial and re-
vised estimates of money to be received by the state general fund and dedicated funds for 
the current and next fiscal years which are available for appropriation. In each estimate, 
the conference shall designate the money in the estimate which is recurring and which is 
nonrecurring. All conference decisions to adopt these estimates shall be by unanimous 
vote of its members. Changes to the unanimous vote requirement shall be made by law 
enacted by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the 
legislature. The most recently adopted estimate of money available for appropriation 
shall be the official forecast.

(C) Expenditure Limit. and Government Growth Limits. (1) Expenditure 
Limit. (a) The legislature shall provide for the determination of an expenditure limit 
for each fiscal year to be established during the first quarter of the calendar year for the 
next fiscal year. However, the expenditure limit for the 1991-1992 Fiscal Year shall be 
the actual appropriations from the state general fund and dedicated funds for that year 
except funds allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E). For subsequent 
fiscal years, the limit shall not exceed the expenditure limit for the current fiscal year 
plus an amount equal to that limit times a positive growth factor. The growth factor is the 
average annual percentage rate of change of personal income for Louisiana as defined 
and reported by the United States Department of Commerce for the three calendar years 
prior to the fiscal year for which the limit is calculated.

(2) (b) The expenditure limit may be changed in any fiscal year by a favor-
able vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house. Any such change in the 
expenditure limit shall be approved by passage of a specific legislative instrument which 
clearly states the intent to change the limit.

(3) (c) Beginning with the 1995-1996 Fiscal Year, the expenditure limit shall 
be determined in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph (J) of this Section. The 
redetermination of the expenditure limit for each fiscal year from the 1991-1992 Fiscal 
Year through the 1994-1995 Fiscal Year shall only be used in computing the expenditure 
limit for the 1995-1996 Fiscal Year and shall not affect the expenditure limit already 
computed in accordance with this Paragraph for such fiscal years.

(4) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to or affect funds allocat-
ed by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E).

(2) Government Growth Limit. (a) Beginning with the 2026-2027 Fiscal 
Year, there shall be a limit for each fiscal year above which appropriation of recurring 
revenue from the State General Fund (Direct) means of finance shall only be made for 
the purposes provided in this Subparagraph. Such limit shall be known as the Govern-
ment Growth Limit and shall be established by the Revenue Estimating Conference no 
later than the first quarter of the calendar year for the next fiscal year. The legislature 
shall establish procedures by law for the calculation and application of such limit.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this Subparagraph, if the Government 
Growth Limit calculated for any fiscal year exceeds the expenditure limit calculated for 
the same fiscal year, the Government Growth Limit shall be set equal to the expenditure 
limit. If the legislature alters the expenditure limit in a fiscal year and the resulting limit 
is lower than the Government Growth Limit for that fiscal year, the Government Growth 
Limit for that fiscal year shall automatically be lowered to equal the limit set by the 
legislature for the expenditure limit.

(c) Recurring revenue amounts recognized in the official forecast for the 
State General Fund (Direct) means of finance above the Government Growth Limit and 
below the expenditure limit may be appropriated only for nonrecurring expenses.For the 
purposes of this Item, the term “nonrecurring expense” means an expense that is not of 
a continuing or recurring character and that in the normal course of administration is not 
expected to be necessary in approximately the same amounts each year.

(d) The legislature may provide by law for exceptions to application of the 
limit calculated pursuant to the provisions of this Section.

(e) A Government Growth Limit may be changed by a favorable vote of 
two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature if each of the growth 
factors for any of the three fiscal years immediately preceding the year to be changed 
was two and one-half percent or less. Any change in the Government Growth Limit 
authorized by this Subsubparagraph shall be approved by passage of a specific legislative 
instrument which clearly states the intent to change the limit. 

(3) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to or affect funds allocat-
ed by Article VII, Section 8, Paragraphs (B) and (C).

(D) Appropriations. (1) Except as otherwise provided by this constitution, 
money shall be drawn from the state treasury only pursuant to an appropriation made 
in accordance with law. Appropriations from the state general fund and dedicated funds 
except funds allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E) Section 8, Para-
graphs (B) and (C) shall not exceed the expenditure limit for the fiscal year.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, the appropriation or 
allocation of any money designated in the official forecast as nonrecurring shall be made 
only for the following purposes:

(a) Retiring or for the defeasance of bonds in advance or in addition to the 
existing amortization requirements of the state.

(b)(i) Providing for payments against the unfunded accrued liability of the 
public retirement systems which are in addition to any payments required for the annual 
amortization of the unfunded accrued liability of the public retirement systems, as 
required by Article X, Section 29(E)(2)(c) of this constitution; however, any such pay-
ments to the public retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund 
cost-of-living increases for such systems.

(ii) For Fiscal Year 2015-2016 through Fiscal Year 2023-2024, the legislature 
shall appropriate no less than ten percent of any money designated in the official forecast 
as nonrecurring to the Louisiana State Employees’ Retirement System and the Teachers’ 
Retirement System of Louisiana for application to the balance of the unfunded accrued 
liability of such systems existing as of June 30, 1988, in proportion to the balance of 
such unfunded accrued liability of each such system. Any such payments to the public 
retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living increas-
es for such systems.

(iii) For Fiscal Year 2024-2025 and each fiscal year thereafter, the The legis-
lature shall appropriate no less than twenty-five percent of any money designated in the 
official forecast as nonrecurring to the state retirement systems for application to their 
unfunded accrued liability. Money appropriated pursuant to this Item shall be applied 
by the receiving system to its outstanding positive amortization bases in the order in 
which they were created, from oldest to newest. The legislature may provide by law for 
a formula to distribute the nonrecurring money between those state retirement systems 
that have unfunded accrued liability. If the legislature has not provided by law for a 
distribution formula, nonrecurring money shall be appropriated pursuant to this Item to 
each system in the proportion that the system’s total unfunded accrued liability bears to 
the total of all state system unfunded accrued liability, using the most recent system val-
uations adopted by the Public Retirement Systems’ Actuarial Committee or its successor. 
Any payment to a state retirement system made pursuant to the provisions of this Item 
shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living increases for such system.

(c) Providing funding for capital outlay projects in the comprehensive state 
capital budget.

(d) Providing Unless prohibited by the provisions of Article VII, Section 15
of this constitution, providing for allocation or appropriation for deposit into the
Budget Stabilization Fund established in Article VII, Section 10.3 15 of this constitution.

(e) Providing for allocation or appropriation for deposit into the Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Fund established in Article VII, Section 10.2 17 of this 
constitution.

(f) Providing for new highway construction for which federal matching 
funds are available, without excluding highway projects otherwise eligible as capital 
projects under other provisions of this constitution.

(3)(a) The legislature shall provide by law for the payment by the state of 
supplements to the salaries of full-time local law enforcement and fire protection officers 
of the state. No law shall reduce any payments by the state provided as a supplement to 
the salaries of full-time local law enforcement and fire protection officers of the state. 
Beginning with the fiscal year which begins July 1, 2003, the The legislature shall 
appropriate funds sufficient to fully fund the cost of such state supplement to the salaries 
of full-time law enforcement and fire protection officers.

(b) For the purposes of this Subparagraph, local law enforcement and fire 
protection officers shall mean and include the same classes of officers which are eligible 
for such state salary supplements under the law as of July 1, 2003.

(c) Full funding as required in Subsubparagraph (a) of this Subparagraph 
shall be equal to the amount which is required to meet the requirements of law.

(d) Neither the governor nor the legislature may reduce an appropriation 
made pursuant to this Subparagraph except that the governor may reduce such an ap-
propriation using means provided in the Act containing the appropriation, provided that 
two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature consent to any such 
reduction in writing.

(E) Balanced Budget. Appropriations by the legislature from the state general 
fund and dedicated funds for any fiscal year year, except funds allocated by Article VII, 
Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E) Section 8, Paragraphs (B) and (C), shall not exceed 
the official forecast in effect at the time the appropriations are made. Appropriations of 
recurring revenue from the state general fund and dedicated funds, shall comply with the 
provisions of Subparagraph (C)(2) of this Section.

(F) Projected Deficit. (1) The legislature by law shall establish a procedure to 
determine if appropriations will exceed the official forecast and an adequate method for 
adjusting appropriations in order to eliminate a projected deficit. Any law establishing 
a procedure to determine if appropriations will exceed the official forecast and methods 
for adjusting appropriations, including any constitutionally protected or mandated alloca-
tions or appropriations, once enacted, shall not be changed except by specific legislative 
instrument which receives a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article III, Section 2 of this 
constitution, such law may be introduced and considered in any regular session of the 
legislature.

(2)(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution to the 
contrary, adjustments to any constitutionally protected or mandated allocations or 
appropriations, and transfer of monies associated with such adjustments, are authorized 
when state general fund allocations or appropriations have been reduced in an aggregate 
amount equal to at least seven-tenths of one percent of the total of such allocations and 
appropriations for a fiscal year. Such adjustments may not exceed five percent of the 
total appropriation or allocation from a fund for the fiscal year. For purposes of this 
Subsubparagraph, reductions to expenditures required by Article VIII, Section 13(B) of 
this constitution shall not exceed one percent and such reductions shall not be applicable 
to instructional activities included within the meaning of instruction pursuant to the 
Minimum Foundation Program formula. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
constitution to the contrary, monies transferred as a result of such budget adjustments are 
deemed available for appropriation and expenditure in the year of the transfer from one 
fund to another, but in no event shall the aggregate amount of any transfers exceed the 
amount of the deficit.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution to the contrary, 
for the purposes of the budget estimate and enactment of the budget for the next fiscal 
year, when the official forecast of recurring revenues for the next fiscal year is at least 
one percent less than the official forecast for the current fiscal year, the following pro-
cedure may be employed to avoid a budget deficit in the next fiscal year. An amount not 
to exceed five percent of the total appropriations or allocations for the current fiscal year 
from any fund established by law or this constitution shall be available for expenditure in 
the next fiscal year for a purpose other than as specifically provided by law or this con-
stitution. For the purposes of this Subsubparagraph, an amount not to exceed one percent 
of the current fiscal year appropriation for expenditures required by Article VIII, Section 
13(B) of this constitution shall be available for expenditures for other purposes in the 
next fiscal year. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this constitution to the contrary, 
monies made available as authorized under this Subsubparagraph may be transferred to 
a fund for which revenues have been forecast to be less than the revenues in the current 
fiscal year for such fund. Monies transferred as a result of the budget actions authorized 
by this Subsubparagraph are deemed available for appropriation and expenditure, but 
in no event shall the aggregate amount of any such transfers exceed the amount of the 
difference between the official forecast for the current fiscal year and the next fiscal year.

(c) The legislature may provide by law for the implementation of the provi-
sions of this Subparagraph.

(3) If within thirty days of the determination that appropriations will exceed 
the official forecast the necessary adjustments in appropriations are not made to elimi-
nate the projected deficit, the governor shall call a special session of the legislature for 
this purpose unless the legislature is in regular session. This special session shall com-
mence as soon as possible as allowed by the provisions of this constitution, including but 
not limited to Article III, Section 2(B).

(4) The provisions of Subparagraphs (1) and (2) of this Paragraph shall not 
be applicable to, nor affect:

(a) The Bond Security and Redemption Fund or any bonds secured thereby, 
or any other funds pledged as security for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness.

(b) The allocations provided for by Article VII, Section 4(D) and (E) Section 
8, Paragraphs (B) and (C) of this constitution.

(c) The contributions made in accordance with Article X, Section 29(E) of 
this constitution.

(d) The Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund as defined in Article VII, 
Section 10.1(A)(1) of this constitution.

(e) The Millennium Trust as provided in Article VII, Section 10.8 20 of this 
constitution, except for appropriations from the trust.

(f) (e) Any monies not required to be deposited in the state treasury as pro-
vided in Article VII, Section 9 13 of this constitution.

(g) (f) The Medicaid Trust Fund for the Elderly created under the provisions 
of R.S. 46:2691 et seq.

(h) The Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund, as provided in Article VII, Section 
10.15 of this constitution.

(i) (g) The Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund, as provided 
in Article VII, Section 28 42 of this Constitution.

(G) Year End Deficit. If a deficit exists in any fund at the end of a fiscal year, 
that deficit shall be eliminated no later than the end of the next fiscal year.

(H) Publication. The legislature shall have published a regular statement of 
receipts and expenditures of all state money at intervals of not more than one year.

(I) Public Purpose. No appropriation shall be made except for a public 
purpose.

(J) Definition of Funds. For the purposes of this Article, the state general 
fund and dedicated funds shall be all money required to be deposited in the state treasury, 
except that money the origin of which is:

(1) The federal government.
(2) Self-generated collections by any entity subject to the policy and man-

agement authority established by Article VIII, Sections 5 through 7.
(3) A transfer from another state agency, board, or commission.
(4) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to or affect funds

allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E) Section 8, 
Paragraphs (B) and (C).

§15. Budget Stabilization Fund
	 Section 15.(A) There is hereby established in the state treasury a 

Budget Stabilization Fund, hereafter referred to in this Section as 
the “fund”. After compliance with the provisions of Article VII, 
Section 13(B) of this constitution relative to the Bond Security 
and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall make deposits into the 
fund as follows:

(1) All money available for appropriation from the state general fund 
and dedicated funds in excess of the expenditure limit, except 
funds allocated by Article VII, Section 8, Paragraphs (B) and (C) 
of this constitution.

(2) Twenty-five percent of any money designated in the official fore-
cast as nonrecurring as provided in Article VII, Section 14(D)(2) 
of this constitution.

(3) Any money appropriated or transferred to the fund by the legis-
lature.

(4) An amount equivalent to the money received by the state from the 
federal government for the reimbursement of costs associated 
with a federally declared disaster, not to exceed the amount of 
costs appropriated out of the fund for the same disaster pursuant 
to Subparagraph (C)(3) of this Section.

(B) Money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law. Earnings 
realized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the 
fund shall be deposited to the credit of the fund. All unexpended 
and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of the fiscal 
year shall remain in the fund.

(C) The money in the fund shall not be available for appropriation or 
use except under the following conditions:

(1) If the official forecast of recurring money for the next fiscal year is 
less than the official forecast of recurring money for the current 
fiscal year, the difference, not to exceed one-third of the fund 
shall be incorporated into the next year’s official forecast only 
after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature is obtained. If the legislature is not in 
session, the two-thirds consent requirement shall be obtained by 
procedures provided by law.

(2) If a deficit for the current fiscal year is projected due to a decrease 
in the official forecast, an amount equal to one-third of the fund 
not to exceed the projected deficit may be appropriated after the 
consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of 
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the legislature is obtained. If the legislature is not in session, the 
two-thirds consent requirement shall be obtained by procedures 
provided by law.

(3) If there is a federally declared disaster in the state, up to one-third 
of the fund, not to exceed the state costs associated with the di-
saster, may be appropriated after the consent of two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature is obtained. If 
the legislature is not in session, the two-thirds consent require-
ment shall be obtained by procedures provided by law.

(4) In no event shall the amount included in the official forecast for 
the next fiscal year pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Para-
graph, plus the amount appropriated in the current fiscal year 
pursuant to Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, plus the amount 
appropriated pursuant to Subparagraph (3) of this Paragraph ex-
ceed one-third of the fund balance at the beginning of the current 
fiscal year.

(5) No appropriation or deposit to the fund shall be made if such appro-
priation or deposit would cause the balance in the fund to exceed 
seven and one-half percent of total state revenue receipts for the 
previous fiscal year.

§16. Transportation Trust Fund
Section 16.(A) Creation of fund. There shall be established in the state 

treasury a special trust fund known as the Transportation Trust 
Fund (“the trust fund”) in which shall be deposited the “excess 
revenues” as defined herein which are a portion of the avails re-
ceived in each year from all taxes levied on gasoline and motor 
fuels and on special fuels (said avails referred to as the “rev-
enues”) as provided herein. After satisfying pledges respecting 
that portion of the revenues attributable to the tax rates in effect 
at the time of such pledges for the payment of obligations for 
bonds or other evidences of indebtedness on January 1, 1990, the 
treasurer shall allocate such portion of the revenues received in 
each year as necessary to pay all principal, interest, premium, if 
any, and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, and 
payment in respect of bonds as authorized in Paragraph (C) of 
this Section. Thereafter, the portion of the revenues remaining 
shall be deposited in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund in 
the state treasury. After the payment of any obligations for bonds 
or other evidences of indebtedness in existence on January 1, 
1990, which are secured by revenues; (2) payments in respect of 
bonds authorized in Paragraph (C) of this Section; and (3) credit 
to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall 
deposit in and credit to the trust fund all of the revenues remain-
ing (the “excess revenues”) from the avails of all taxes levied 
on gasoline and motor fuels and on special fuels. Purchases of 
gasoline, diesel fuel, or special fuels which are subject to excise 
tax under Chapter 7 of Subtitle II of Title 47 of the Louisiana 
Revised Statutes of 1950 shall be exempt from the state sales tax 
and any sales tax levied by a political subdivision as defined by 
Article VI, Section 44(2). All monies appropriated by the Federal 
Highway Administration and the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, or their successors, either reimbursed or paid directly, shall 
be paid directly or deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(B)(1) Except as provided for in Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, 
the monies in the trust fund shall be appropriated or dedicat-
ed solely and exclusively for the costs for and associated with 
construction and maintenance of the roads and bridges of the 
state and federal highway systems, the Statewide Flood-Control 
Program or its successor, ports, airports, transit, and the Parish 
Transportation Fund or its successor and for the payment of all 
principal, interest, premium, if any, and other obligations inci-
dent to the issuance, security, and payment in respect of bonds 
or other obligations payable from the trust fund as authorized in 
Paragraph (D) of this Section. Unless pledged to the repayment 
of bonds authorized in Paragraphs (C) or (D) of this Section, the 
monies in the trust fund allocated to ports, airports, flood control, 
parish transportation, and state highway construction shall be 
appropriated annually by the legislature only pursuant to pro-
grams established by law which establish a system of priorities 
for the expenditure of such monies, except that the Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Model for Economic Development, which 
shall include only those projects enumerated in House Bill 17 
of the 1989 First Extraordinary Session of the Legislature and 
US Highway 61 from Thompson Creek to the Mississippi Line, 
in lieu of “US 61-Bains to Mississippi Line”, and US Highway 
165 from I-10 to Alexandria to Monroe to Bastrop and thence on 
US Highway 425 from Bastrop to the Arkansas Line, in lieu of 
“US 165-I-10 Alexandria-Monroe-Bastrop-Arkansas Line” and 
LA 15-Natchez, Mississippi to Chase in lieu of “LA 15-Natchez, 
Mississippi to Monroe”, shall be funded as provided by law. The 
state-generated tax monies appropriated for ports, Parish Trans-
portation Fund, or its successor, and the Statewide Flood-Control 
Program, or its successor shall not exceed twenty percent annual-
ly of the state-generated tax revenues in the trust fund; provided, 
however, that no less than the avails of one cent of the excise tax 
on gasoline and special fuels shall be appropriated each year to 
the Parish Transportation Fund, or its successor.Beginning with 
the appropriation for Fiscal Year 2025-2026, the annual appro-
priation for airports shall be calculated as provided by law. Un-
encumbered and unexpended balances at the end of each fiscal 
year shall remain in the trust fund. The earnings realized in each 
fiscal year on the investment of monies in the trust fund shall be 
deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(2) There is hereby established in the Transportation Trust Fund a spe-
cial subfund to be known as the “Construction Subfund”, here-
inafter referred to as “the subfund”. The monies in the subfund 
shall be appropriated and dedicated solely for the direct costs 
associated with actual project delivery, construction, and mainte-
nance of transportation and capital transit infrastructure projects 
of the state and local government. The monies in the subfund that 
are appropriated by the legislature to the Department of Trans-
portation and Development, or its successor, shall not be utilized 
by the department for the payment of employee wages and relat-
ed benefits or employee retirement benefits.

(C) The State Bond Commission or its successor, may issue and sell 
bonds, notes, or other obligations (“Bonds”) secured by a pledge 
of a portion of the revenues not to exceed the avails of four 
cents per gallon of the taxes on gasoline and motor fuels and 
on special fuels received by the state treasurer. Bonds so issued 
may also be secured by a pledge of all or a portion of excess 
revenues as additional security therefor, and if so pledged any 
portion thereof needed to pay principal, interest, or premium, if 
any, and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, and 
payment in respect to Bonds may be expended by the treasurer 
without the need for legislative appropriation. The Bonds may be 
issued in the manner set forth in this Section to provide for the 
costs for and associated with construction and maintenance of 
the roads and bridges of the state and federal highway systems, 
Statewide Flood- Control Program, ports, airports, and for any 
other purpose for which monies in the trust fund may be expend-
ed as provided by law. Such Bonds shall not be considered to be 
debt under Article VII, Section 10 of this constitution, unless the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 10, relative to incurring debt 
by the state are met, in which case the full faith and credit of the 
state may also be pledged in addition to the revenues received 
by the treasurer.

(D) The State Bond Commission or its successor may also issue and 
sell bonds, notes, or other obligations secured by a pledge of the 
excess revenues deposited in the trust fund, which shall other-
wise be issued in the manner and for the purposes provided for 
in this Section, and if so pledged any portion thereof needed to 
pay principal, interest, or premium, if any, and other obligations 
incident to the issuance, security, and payment in respect thereof 
may be expended by the treasurer without the need for legislative 
appropriation. 

(E) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued pursuant to the provisions 
of Paragraphs (C) or (D) of this Section may be issued in the 
manner provided by resolution of the State Bond Commission 
or its successor under the authority of said Paragraphs without 
compliance with any other requirement of this constitution or 
law. Paragraphs (C) and (D) of this Section shall be deemed 
self-operative.

§17. Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund
Section 17.(A) There shall be established in the state treasury the Coastal 

Protection and Restoration Fund to provide a dedicated, recurring source of revenues 
for the development and implementation of a program to protect and restore Louisiana’s 
coastal area.

(B) The money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law and any 
earnings realized on investment of money in the fund shall be deposited in and credited 
to the fund. Money from donations, transfers, appropriations, or dedications, may be 
deposited in and credited to the fund. Any unexpended money remaining in the fund at 
the end of the fiscal year shall be retained in the fund.

(C) The money in the fund may be appropriated for purposes consistent with 
the Coastal Protection Plan developed by the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authori-
ty or its successor. No appropriation shall be made from the fund inconsistent with the 
purposes of the plan.

(D)(1)(a) Subject to Section 13(B) of this Article, in each fiscal year, the 
federal revenues that are received by the state generated from Outer Continental Shelf 
energy production, including but not limited to oil and gas activity, wind energy, solar 
energy, tidal energy, wave energy, geothermal energy, and other alternative or renewable 
energy production or sources, and eligible, as provided by federal law, to be used for the 

purposes of this Paragraph shall be deposited and credited by the treasurer to the Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Fund.

(b) Federal revenues credited to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund 
pursuant to this Paragraph shall be used only for the purposes of coastal protection, in-
cluding conservation, coastal restoration, hurricane protection, and infrastructure directly 
impacted by coastal wetland losses.

(2) The treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Fund all other monies dedicated to the fund by law. Once enacted, such ded-
ication shall not be changed except by law enacted by the favorable vote of two-thirds of 
the elected members of each house of the legislature.
§18. Permanent Trust Funds

Section 18. (A) Funds created by the legislature and designated as permanent 
trust funds shall be subject to the following restrictions:

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, funds deposited into a 
permanent trust fund shall constitute its principal and shall be held in trust permanently 
and invested by the state treasurer as provided by law.

(2) Except as authorized in this constitution, no portion of the principal of 
a permanent trust fund, except for investment purposes as authorized by law, may be 
removed.

(3) Interest and investment earnings from monies held in a permanent trust 
shall not constitute any portion of the principal and may be dedicated as provided by law. 
Once enacted, any such dedication shall not be changed except by a law enacted by the 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.

(B) Unless provided otherwise by this constitution or by the provisions of 
the subfund, the provisions of Paragraph (A) of this Section shall apply to any subfund 
created within a permanent trust.

(C) A fund’s status as a permanent trust fund may only be changed by law 
enacted by the favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the 
legislature.

(D) Each of the following shall be permanent trust funds:
(1) The Millennium Trust.
(2) The Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund.
(3) Any other trust designated by law as a permanent trust fund.

§19. Program Funds
Section 19.(A) By a law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of 

each house, the legislature may create or designate a fund as a program fund in the 
state treasury. A program fund shall not be changed except by a law enacted by the 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. The 
two-thirds vote required herein may only be changed by two-thirds vote of the elected 
members of each house of the legislature. The purposes of the program funds designated 
herein shall be retained and may only be changed by a two-thirds vote of the elected 
members of each house of the legislature.

(B) Each of the following funds shall be a program fund:
(1) The Artificial Reef Development Fund.
(2) The Oil Spill Contingency Fund.
(3) The Oilfield Site Restoration Fund.
(4) The Louisiana Fund.
(5) The Local Revenue Fund.
(6) Any other fund designated by law as a program fund.

§10.1. Quality Trust Fund; Education
Section 10.1.(A) Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund. (1) Effective 

January 1, 1987, there shall be established in the state treasury as a special permanent 
trust fund the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund, hereinafter referred to as the 
“Permanent Trust Fund.” After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemp-
tion Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of this constitution, and notwithstand-
ing Article XIV, Section 10 of this constitution, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit 
to the Permanent Trust Fund all money which is received after the first one hundred 
million dollars from the federal government under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the 
United States Code which is attributable to mineral production activity or leasing activity 
on the Outer Continental Shelf which has been held in escrow pending a settlement 
between the United States and the state of Louisiana; twenty-five percent of the recurring 
revenues received under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the United States Code which are 
attributable to mineral production activity or leasing activity on the Outer Continental 
Shelf; twenty-five percent of the interest income earned on investment of monies in the 
Permanent Trust Fund; seventy-five percent of the realized capital gains on investment 
of the Permanent Trust Fund, unless such percentage is changed by law enacted by two-
thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature; and twenty-five percent of 
the dividend income earned on investment of the Permanent Trust Fund. No appropria-
tion shall be made from the Permanent Trust Fund. If any such money has been received 
prior to the effective date of this Section, the treasurer shall transfer from the state 
general fund to the Permanent Trust Fund on the effective date of this Section an amount 
of money which shall make the Permanent Trust Fund balance equal to the amount of 
such money previously received, except for the first one hundred million dollars. After 
six hundred million dollars has been credited to the Permanent Trust Fund, the sum of 
fifty million dollars shall be credited to the Coastal Environment Protection Trust Fund, 
as established in R.S. 30:313, from those monies received from the federal government 
under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the United States Code which is attributable to 
mineral production activity or leasing activity on the Outer Continental Shelf and which 
has been held in escrow pending a settlement between the United States and the state of 
Louisiana; all funds in excess of seven hundred fifty million dollars shall be credited to 
the Permanent Trust Fund.

(2) After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund 
as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of the constitution, and notwithstanding Article 
XIV, Section 10 of the constitution, seventy-five percent of the recurring revenues 
received under Section 1337(g) of Title 43 of the United States Code which are attribut-
able to mineral production activity or leasing activity, and the percent remaining of the 
realized capital gains and interest income and dividend income earned on investment 
of the Permanent Trust Fund after the deposit required to the Permanent Trust Fund in 
Paragraph A(1) of this Section shall be deposited and credited to a special fund which is 
hereby created in the state treasury and which shall be known as the Louisiana Quality 
Education Support Fund, hereinafter referred to as the “Support Fund”.

(3) All recurring revenues and interest earnings shall be credited to the 
respective funds as provided in Subparagraphs (1) and (2) above until the balance in the 
Permanent Trust Fund equals two billion dollars. After the Permanent Trust Fund reaches 
a balance of two billion dollars, all interest earnings on the Permanent Trust Fund shall 
be credited to the Support Fund and all recurring revenues shall be credited to the State 
General Fund.

(B)Investment. The money credited to the Permanent Trust Fund pursuant to 
Paragraph (A) of this Section shall be permanently credited to the Permanent Trust Fund 
and shall be invested by the treasurer. Notwithstanding any provision of this constitu-
tion or other law to the contrary, a portion of money in the Permanent Trust Fund, not 
to exceed thirty-five percent, may be invested in stock. The legislature shall provide 
for procedures for the investment of such monies by law. The treasurer shall contract, 
subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission, for the management of such 
investments. The amounts in the Support Fund shall be available for appropriation to pay 
expenses incurred in the investment and management of the Permanent Trust Fund and 
for educational purposes only as provided in Paragraphs (C) and (D) of this Section.

(C)Reports; Allocation. (1) The State Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education and the Board of Regents shall annually submit to the legislature and the 
governor not less than sixty days prior to the beginning of each regular session of the 
legislature a proposed program and budget for the expenditure of the monies in the 
Support Fund. Proposals for such expenditures shall be designed to improve the quality 
of education and shall specifically designate those monies to be used for administrative 
costs, as defined and authorized by law.

(2) Except for appropriations to pay expenses incurred in the investment 
and management of the Permanent Trust Fund, the legislature shall appropriate from the 
Support Fund only for educational purposes provided in Paragraph (D) of this Section 
and shall appropriate fifty percent of the available funds for higher educational purposes 
and fifty percent for elementary and secondary educational purposes. Those monies to 
be used for administrative costs shall be expended for such purposes only if so approved 
and appropriated by the legislature.

(3)The legislature shall appropriate the total amount intended for higher ed-
ucational purposes to the Board of Regents and the total amount intended for elementary 
and secondary educational purposes to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education which boards shall allocate the monies so appropriated to the programs as 
previously approved by the legislature.

(4) The monies appropriated by the legislature and disbursed from the 
Support Fund shall not displace, replace, or supplant appropriations from the general 
fund for elementary and secondary education, including implementing the Minimum 
Foundation Program, or displace, replace, or supplant funding for higher education. For 
elementary and secondary education and for higher education, this Paragraph shall mean 
that no appropriation for any fiscal year from the Support Fund shall be made for any 
purpose for which a general fund appropriation was made in the previous year unless 
the total appropriations for that fiscal year from the state general fund for such purpose 
exceed general fund appropriations for the previous year. This Paragraph shall in no way 
limit general fund appropriations in excess of the minimum amounts herein established.

(D) Disbursement; Higher Education and Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation.

(1) The treasurer shall disburse not more than fifty percent of the monies in 
the Support Fund as that money is appropriated by the legislature and allocated by the 
Board of Regents for any or all of the following higher educational purposes to enhance 
economic development:

(a) The carefully defined research efforts of public and private universities in 
Louisiana.

(b) The endowment of chairs for eminent scholars.
(c) The enhancement of the quality of academic, research, or agricultural 

departments or units within a community college, college, or university. These funds 
shall not be used for athletic purposes or programs.

(d) The recruitment of superior graduate students.
(2) The treasurer shall disburse not more than fifty percent of the monies 

in the Support Fund as that money is appropriated by the legislature and allocated by 
the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for any or all of the following 
elementary and secondary educational purposes:

(a) To provide compensation to city or parish school board professional 
instructional employees.

(b) To insure an adequate supply of superior textbooks, library books,equip-
ment, and other instructional materials.

(c) To fund exemplary programs in elementary and secondary schools de-
signed to improve elementary or secondary student academic achievement or vocation-
al-technical skill.

(d) To fund carefully defined research efforts, including pilot programs, 
designed to improve elementary and secondary student academic achievement.

(e) To fund school remediation programs and preschool programs.

(f) To fund the teaching of foreign languages in elementary and secondary 
schools.

(g) To fund an adequate supply of teachers by providing scholarships or 
stipends to prospective teachers in academic or vocational-technical areas where there is 
a critical teacher shortage.
§10.2. Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund

Section 10.2(A) There shall be established in the state treasury the Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Fund to provide a dedicated, recurring source of revenues 
for the development and implementation of a program to protect and restore Louisiana’s 
coastal area.

Of revenues received in each fiscal year by the state as a result of the pro-
duction of or exploration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as mineral revenues from 
severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, and excluding such reve-
nues received by the state as a result of grants or donations when the terms or conditions 
thereof require otherwise, the treasurer shall make the following allocations:

(1) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 
Section 9(B) of this constitution.

(2) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-
tions 4(D) and (E) of this constitution.

(3) As provided by the requirements of Article VII, Sections 10-A and 10.1 
of this constitution.

(B)(1) After making the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A), the trea-
surer shall then deposit in and credit to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund any 
amount of mineral revenues that may be necessary to insure that a total of five million 
dollars is deposited into such fund for the fiscal year from this source; provided that the 
balance of the fund which consists of mineral revenues from severance taxes, royalty 
payments, bonus payments, or rentals shall not exceed an amount provided by law, but in 
no event shall the amount provided by law be less than five hundred million dollars.

(2) After making the allocations and deposits provided for in Paragraphs (A) 
and (B)(1) of this Section, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Coastal Protec-
tion and Restoration Fund as follows:

(a) Ten million dollars of the mineral revenues in excess of six hundred mil-
lion dollars which remain after the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A) are made by 
the treasurer.

(b) Ten million dollars of the mineral revenues in excess of six hundred fifty 
million dollars which remain after the allocations provided in Paragraph (A) are made by 
the treasurer.

However, the balance of the fund which consists of mineral revenues from 
severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals shall not exceed an 
amount provided by law, but in no event shall the amount provided by law be less than 
five hundred million dollars.

(C) The money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law and any 
earnings realized on investment of money in the fund shall be deposited in and credited 
to the fund. Money from other sources, such as donations, appropriations, or dedications, 
may be deposited in and credited to the fund; however, the balance of the fund which 
consists of mineral revenues from severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, 
or rentals shall not exceed an amount provided by law, but in no event shall the amount 
provided by law be less than five hundred million dollars. Any unexpended money 
remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be retained in the fund.

(D) The money in the fund may be appropriated for purposes consistent with 
the Coastal Protection Plan developed by the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authori-
ty, or its successor.

No appropriation shall be made from the fund inconsistent with the purposes 
of the plan.

(E)(1) Subject to Sections 9(B) and 10.1 of this Article, in each fiscal year, 
the federal revenues that are received by the state generated from Outer Continental 
Shelf energy production, including but not limited to oil and gas activity, wind energy, 
solar energy, tidal energy, wave energy, geothermal energy, and other alternative or 
renewable energy production or sources, and eligible, as provided by federal law, to be 
used for the purposes of this Paragraph shall be deposited and credited by the treasurer to 
the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund.

(2) Federal revenues credited to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund 
pursuant to this Paragraph shall be used only for the purposes of coastal protection, in-
cluding conservation, coastal restoration, hurricane protection, and infrastructure directly 
impacted by coastal wetland losses.

(3) The fund balance limitations provided for in Paragraph (B) of this 
Section relative to the mineral revenues deposited to this fund shall not apply to revenues 
deposited pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph.

(F)(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VII, Section 10, Article VII, 
Section 10.3, Article VII, Section 10.8, or any other provision of this constitution to the 
contrary, if, after July 1, 2006, the state securitizes any portion of the revenues received 
from the Master Settlement Agreement executed November 23, 1998, and approved by 
Consent Decree and Final Judgment entered in the case “Richard P. Ieyoub, Attorney 
General, ex rel. State of Louisiana v. Philip Morris, Incorporated, et al.,” bearing Num-
ber 98-6473 on the docket of the Fourteenth Judicial District for the parish of Calcasieu, 
state of Louisiana, the treasurer shall transfer to the fund established in Paragraph A of 
this Section twenty percent in the aggregate of the revenues received as a result of the 
securitization occurring after July 1, 2006.

(2) The legislature may appropriate up to twenty percent of the funds depos-
ited into the fund pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph to the Barrier Island 
Stabilization and Preservation Fund to be used for purposes of the Louisiana Coastal 
Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Program.

(3) The fund balance limitations provided for in Paragraph (B) of this 
Section relative to the mineral revenues deposited to this fund shall not apply to revenues 
deposited pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph.
§10.3. Budget Stabilization Fund

Section 10.3.(A) There is hereby established in the state treasury a Budget 
Stabilization Fund hereinafter referred to as the fund. Money shall be deposited in the 
fund as follows:

(1) All money available for appropriation from the state general fund and 
dedicated funds in excess of the expenditure limit, except funds allocated by Article VII, 
Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E), shall be deposited in the fund.

(2)(a) All revenues received in each fiscal year by the state in excess of 
seven hundred fifty million dollars, hereinafter referred to as the base, as a result of the 
production of or exploration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as mineral revenues, 
including severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, and excluding 
such revenues designated as nonrecurring pursuant to Article VII, Section 10(B) of the 
constitution, any such revenues received by the state as a result of grants or donations 
when the terms or conditions thereof require otherwise, and revenues derived from any 
tax on the transportation of minerals, shall be deposited in the fund after the following 
allocations of said mineral revenues have been made:

(i) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided by Article VII, 
Section 9 (B) of this constitution.

(ii) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-
tions 4 (D) and (E) of this constitution.

(iii) As provided by the requirements of Article VII, Section 10-A and 10.1 
of this constitution.

(b) The base may be increased every ten years beginning in the year 2000 
by a law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. 
Any such increase shall not exceed fifty percent in the aggregate of the increase in the 
consumer price index for the immediately preceding ten years.

(3) Twenty-five percent of any money designated in the official forecast as 
nonrecurring as provided in Article VII, Section 10(D)(2) of this constitution shall be 
deposited in and credited to the fund.

(4) Any money appropriated to the fund by the legislature including any 
appropriation to the fund from money designated in the official forecast as provided in 
Article VII, Section 10(D)(2) of this constitution shall be deposited in the fund.

(5) An amount equivalent to the money received by the state from the federal 
government for the reimbursement of costs associated with a federally declared disaster, 
not to exceed the amount of costs appropriated out of the fund for the same disaster 
pursuant to Subparagraph (C)(3) of this Section.

(B) Money in the fund shall be invested as provided by law. Earnings real-
ized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the fund shall be deposited to the 
credit of the fund. All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of 
the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

(C) The money in the fund shall not be available for appropriation or use 
except under the following conditions:

(1) If the official forecast of recurring money for the next fiscal year is less 
than the official forecast of recurring money for the current fiscal year, the difference, 
not to exceed one-third of the fund shall be incorporated into the next year’s official 
forecast only after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the 
legislature. If the legislature is not in session, the two-thirds requirement may be satisfied 
upon obtaining the written consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of 
the legislature in a manner provided by law.

(2) If a deficit for the current fiscal year is projected due to a decrease in the 
official forecast, an amount equal to one-third of the fund not to exceed the projected 
deficit may be appropriated after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of 
each house of the legislature.	 Between sessions of the legislature the appropriation 
may be made only after the written consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature.

(3) If there is a federally declared disaster in the state, up to one-third of 
the fund, not to exceed the state costs associated with the disaster, may be appropriated 
after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. 
Between sessions of the legislature, the appropriation may be made only with written 
consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.

(4) In no event shall the amount included in the official forecast for the next 
fiscal year pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph, plus the amount appropriated 
in the current fiscal year pursuant to Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, plus the amount 
appropriated pursuant to Subparagraph (3) of this Paragraph exceed one-third of the fund 
balance at the beginning of the current fiscal year.

(5) No appropriation or deposit to the fund shall be made if such appropria-
tion or deposit would cause the balance in the fund to exceed four percent of total state 
revenue receipts for the previous fiscal year.
§10.5. Mineral Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund

Section 10.5.(A) There shall be established in the state treasury the Mineral 
Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund, hereinafter referred to as the “fund”. Of revenues 
received in each fiscal year by the state through settlements or judgments which equal, in 
both principal and interest, five million dollars or more for each such settlement or judg-
ment, resulting from underpayment to the state of severance taxes, royalty payments, bo-
nus payments, or rentals, the treasurer shall make the following allocations as required:

(1) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 
Section 9(B) of this constitution.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS – MOREHOUSE PARISH



12  • Thursday, February 13, 2025 www.ouachitacitizen.com The Ouachita Citizen

(Continued from Page 11)
(2) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-

tion 4(D) and (E) of this constitution.
(3) As provided by the requirements of Article VII, Sections 10-A, 10.1, 

10.2, and 10.3 of this constitution.
(B) After making the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A), the treasurer 

shall then deposit in and credit to the Mineral Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund any 
such remaining revenues. Any revenues deposited in and credited to the fund shall be 
considered mineral revenues from severance taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, 
or rentals for purposes of determining deposits and credits to be made in and to the 
Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 10.2 of this 
constitution. Any revenues deposited in and credited to the fund shall not be considered 
mineral revenues for purposes of the Budget Stabilization Fund as provided in Article 
VII, Section 10.3 of this constitution. Money in the fund shall be invested as provided by 
law. The earnings realized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the Mineral 
Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund shall be deposited in and credited to the Mineral 
Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund.

(C) After making the allocations provided for in Paragraph (A), the treasurer 
shall credit thirty-five million dollars to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund, and 
thereafter any monies credited to the fund in any fiscal year may be annually appropriat-
ed by the legislature only for the purposes of retirement in advance of maturity through 
redemption, purchase, or repayment of debt of the state, pursuant to a plan proposed by 
the State Bond Commission to maximize the savings to the state; for payments against 
the unfunded accrued liability of the public retirement systems which are in addition 
to any payments required for the annual amortization of the unfunded accrued liability 
of the public retirement systems, required by Article X, Section 29 of this constitution; 
however, any such payment to the public retirement systems shall not be used, directly 
or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living increases for such systems; and for deposit in the 
Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund.
§10.6. Oilfield Site Restoration Fund

Section 10.6.(A) Oilfield Site Restoration Fund. Effective January 4, 1996, 
there shall be established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the Oilfield Site Resto-
ration Fund, hereinafter referred to as the restoration fund. Out of the funds remaining in 
the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from that 
fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become 
due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article VII, Section 9(B) of this 
constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the restoration fund all of the following:

(1) All revenue from the types and classes of fees, penalties, other revenues, 
or judgments associated with site cleanup activities paid into the restoration fund as pro-
vided by law on the effective date of this Section. Such revenue shall be deposited in the 
restoration fund even if the names of such fees, other revenues, or penalties are changed.

Any increase in the amount charged for such fees, penalties, other revenues, 
or judgments associated with site cleanup activities enacted by the legislature after the 
effective date of this Section, for the purpose of orphaned oilfield site restoration shall be 
irrevocably dedicated and deposited in the restoration fund.

(2) The balance remaining on January 4, 1996 in the Oilfield Site Restoration 
Fund established by law.

(3) All funds or revenues which may be donated expressly to the restoration 
fund.

(4) All site-specific trust account funds established by law.
(B) The monies in the restoration fund shall be appropriated by the legisla-

ture to the Department of Natural Resources, or its successor, and shall be used solely for 
the programs and purposes of oilfield site restoration as required by law.

(C) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the restoration fund at the 
end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the fund shall be invested 
by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned on monies invested by 
the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The treasurer shall prepare and submit to the 
department on a quarterly basis a printed report showing the amount of money contained 
in the fund from all sources.

(D) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to or affect funds allocated 
by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E).
§10.7. Oil Spill Contingency Fund

Section 10.7.(A) Oil Spill Contingency Fund. Effective January 4, 1996, 
there shall be established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the Oil Spill Contingen-
cy Fund, hereinafter referred to as the contingency fund. Out of the funds remaining in 
the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from that 
fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become 
due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article VII, Section 9(B) of this 
constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the contingency fund all of the following, on the 
effective date of this Section:

(1) All revenue from the types and classes of fees, taxes, penalties, judg-
ments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds collected or other revenue paid into 
the contingency fund as provided by law on the effective date of this Section. Such 
revenue shall be deposited in the contingency fund even if the names of such fees, taxes, 
penalties, judgments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds collected or other 
revenues are changed.

Any increase in the amount charged for such fees, taxes, penalties, 
judgments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds collected or other revenue, or 
any new fees, taxes, penalties, judgments, reimbursements, charges, and federal funds 
collected or other revenue enacted by the legislature for the purposes of abatement and 
containment of actual or threatened unauthorized discharges of oil after the effective date 
of this Section, shall be irrevocably dedicated and deposited in the contingency fund.

(2) The balance remaining on January 4, 1996 in the Oil Spill Contingency 
Fund established by law.

(3) All funds or revenues which may be donated expressly to the contingency 
fund.

(B) The monies in the contingency fund shall be appropriated by the legis-
lature to be used solely for the programs and purposes of abatement and containment of 
actual or threatened unauthorized discharges of oil as provided by law; and for adminis-
trative expenses associated with such programs and purposes as provided by law.

(C) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the contingency fund at 
the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the fund shall be invest-
ed by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned on monies invested 
by the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The balance of the fund shall not exceed 
thirty million dollars or otherwise as provided by law.

(D) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to or affect funds allocated 
by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E).
§10.8. §20. Millennium Trust

Section 10.8. Section 20. Millennium Trust
(A) Creation
(1) There shall be established in the state treasury as a special permanent 

trust known as the “Millennium Trust”. After allocation of money to the Bond Security 
and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) Section 13(B) of this 
constitution, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Millennium Trust certain 
monies received as a result of the Master Settlement Agreement, hereinafter the “Settle-
ment Agreement”, executed November 23, 1998, and approved by Consent Decree and 
Final Judgment entered in the case “Richard P. Ieyoub, Attorney General, ex rel. State of 
Louisiana v. Philip Morris, Incorporated, et al.”, bearing Number 98-6473 on the docket 
of the Fourteenth Judicial District for the parish of Calcasieu, state of Louisiana; and all 
dividend and interest income and all realized capital gains on investment of the monies 
in the Millennium Trust. Louisiana. The treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the 
Millennium Trust the following amounts of monies received as a result of the Settlement 
Agreement:

(a) Fiscal Year 2000-2001, forty-five percent of the total monies received 
that year.

(b) Fiscal Year 2001-2002, sixty percent of the total monies received that 
year.

(c) Fiscal Year 2002-2003 and each fiscal year thereafter, seventy-five per-
cent of the total monies received that year. each fiscal year However, beginning in Fiscal 
Year 2011-2012 after the balance in the Millennium Trust reaches a total of one billion 
three hundred eighty million dollars, the monies deposited in and credited to the Millen-
nium Trust, received as a result of the Settlement Agreement, which shall be allocated to 
the various funds TOPS Fund within the Millennium Trust as provided in Subsubpara-
graphs (2)(b), (3)(b), and (4)(b) and (c) of this Paragraph. Trust.

(d) For Fiscal Year 2000-2001, Fiscal Year 2001-2002, and Fiscal Year 2002-
2003, ten percent of the total monies received in each of those years for credit to the 
Education Excellence Fund which, notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (C)
(1) of this Section, shall be appropriated for the purposes provided in Subsubparagraph 
(d) of Subparagraph (3) of Paragraph (C) of this Section.

(2)(a) The Health Excellence Fund shall be established as a special fund 
within the Millennium Trust. Funding for the Health Excellence Fund shall be provided 
by law; however, no portion of the settlement agreement proceeds shall be deposited 
into the fund. The treasurer shall credit to the Health Excellence Fund one-third of the 
Settlement Agreement proceeds deposited each year into the Millennium Trust, and one-
third of all investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer 
shall report annually to the legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust investment 
earnings credited to the Health Excellence Fund.

(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
treasurer shall credit to the Health Excellence Fund one-third of all investment earnings 
on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the 
legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust investment earnings credited to the 
Health Excellence Fund.

(c) Beginning on July 1, 2012, after allocation of money to the Bond Securi-
ty and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of this constitution, the 
state treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Health Excellence Fund an amount equal 
to the revenues derived from the tax levied pursuant to R.S. 47:841(B)(3).

(3)(a) The Education Excellence Fund shall be established as a special fund 
within the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall credit to the Education Excellence Fund 
one-third of the Settlement Agreement proceeds deposited each year into the Millennium 
Trust, and one-third of all investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium 
Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the legislature and the state superintendent 
of education as to the amount of Millennium Trust investment earnings credited to the 
Education Excellence Fund.

(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
treasurer shall credit to the Education Excellence Fund one-third of all investment earn-
ings on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to 
the legislature and the state superintendent of education as to the amount of Millennium 
Trust investment earnings credited to the Education Excellence Fund.

(4)(a) The TOPS Fund shall be established as a special fund within the 
Millennium Trust. In addition to the deposits required pursuant to the provisions of 
Subparagraph (A)(1) of this Section, additional amounts may be deposited into the fund 
as provided by law. Settlement Agreement proceeds allocated to the TOPS Fund each 
year shall not constitute trust principal for purposes of Section 18 of this Article and may 

be appropriated as provided by law. The treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the TOPS 
Fund one-third of the Settlement Agreement proceeds deposited into the Millennium 
Trust, and one-third of all investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium 
Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the legislature as to the amount of Millenni-
um Trust investment earnings credited to the TOPS Fund.

(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
treasurer shall credit to the TOPS Fund one hundred percent of the Settlement Agreement 
proceeds deposited into the Millennium Trust, and one-third of all investment earnings 
on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall report annually to the 
legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust Settlement Agreement proceeds and 
investment earnings credited to the TOPS Fund.

(c) Upon the effective date of this Subsubparagraph, the state treasurer shall 
deposit, transfer, or otherwise credit funds in an amount equal to such Settlement Agree-
ment proceeds deposited in and credited to the Millennium Trust received by the state 
between April 1, 2011 and the effective date of this Subsubparagraph to the TOPS Fund.

(5) (4) The amount of Settlement Agreement revenues deposited in the 
Millennium Trust and credited to the respective funds may be increased and the amount 
of such revenues deposited into the Louisiana Fund may be decreased by a specific legis-
lative instrument which receives a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of 
each house of the legislature.

(B) Investment. Monies credited to the Millennium Trust pursuant to Para-
graph (A) of this Section shall be invested by the treasurer with the same authority and 
subject to the same restrictions as the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund. However, 
the portion of monies in the Millennium Trust which may be invested in stock may be in-
creased to no more than fifty percent by a specific legislative instrument which receives a 
favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. The 
legislature shall provide for procedures for the investment of such monies by law. The 
treasurer may contract, subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission, for the 
management of such investments and, if a contract is entered into, amounts necessary to 
pay the costs of the contract shall be appropriated from the Millennium Trust.

(C) Appropriations. (1)(a) Appropriations from the Education Excellence 
Fund shall be limited to an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual 
earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust 
allocated as provided by Paragraph (A) of this Section and as recognized by the Revenue 
Estimating Conference. Amounts determined to be available for appropriation shall be 
those aggregate investment earnings which are in excess of an inflation factor as deter-
mined by the Revenue Estimating Conference. The amount of realized capital gains on 
investment which may be included in the aggregate earnings available for appropriation 
in any year shall not exceed the aggregate of earnings from interest and dividends for 
that year.

(b)(i) For Fiscal Year 2011-2012, appropriations from the Health Excellence 
Fund shall be limited to an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual 
earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust 
and credited to the Health Excellence Fund as provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(b) of 
this Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(ii) For Fiscal Year 2012-2013, and each fiscal year thereafter, appropriations 
from the Health Excellence Fund shall be limited to an annual amount not to exceed the 
estimated aggregate annual earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains 
on investment of the trust and credited to the Health Excellence Fund as provided by 
Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(b) of this Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating 
Conference and the amount of proceeds credited to and deposited into the Health Excel-
lence Fund as provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(c) of this Section.

(c)(i) For Fiscal Year 2011-2012, appropriations from the TOPS Fund shall 
be limited to the amount of Settlement Agreement proceeds credited to and deposited 
into the TOPS Fund as provided by Subsubparagraphs (A)(4)(b) and (c) of this Section, 
and an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual earnings from inter-
est, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust and credited to the 
TOPS Fund as provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(4)(b) of this Section and as recognized 
by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(ii) For Fiscal Year 2012-2013, and each fiscal year thereafter, appropriations 
from the TOPS Fund shall be limited to the amount of annual Settlement Agreement 
proceeds credited to and deposited into the TOPS Fund as provided in Subsubparagraph 
(A)(4)(b) of this Section, and an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate 
annual earnings from interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the 
trust and credited to the TOPS Fund as provided in Subsubparagraph (A)(4)(b) of this 
Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(iii) Further, for Fiscal Year 2011-2012, and each fiscal year thereafter, 
amounts determined to be available for appropriation from the TOPS Fund from interest 
earnings shall be those aggregate investment earnings which are in excess of an inflation 
factor as determined by the Revenue Estimating Conference. The amount of realized 
capital gains on investment which may be included in the aggregate earnings available 
for appropriation in any year shall not exceed the aggregate of earnings from interest and 
dividends for that year.

(2) Appropriations from the Health Excellence Fund shall be restricted to the 
following purposes:

(a) Initiatives to ensure the optimal development of Louisiana’s children 
through the provision of appropriate health care, including children’s health insurance, 
services provided by school-based health clinics, rural health clinics, and primary care 
clinics, and early childhood intervention programs targeting children from birth through 
age four including programs to reduce infant mortality.

(b) Initiatives to benefit the citizens of Louisiana with respect to health care 
through pursuit of innovation in advanced health care sciences, and the provision of 
comprehensive chronic disease management services.

(c) Each appropriation from the Health Excellence Fund shall include perfor-
mance expectations to ensure accountability in the expenditure of such monies.

(3) Appropriations from the Education Excellence Fund shall be limited as 
follows:

(a) Fifteen percent of monies available for appropriation in any fiscal year 
from the Education Excellence Fund shall be appropriated to the state superintendent 
of education for distribution on behalf of all children attending private elementary and 
secondary schools that have been approved by the State Board of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education, both academically and as required for such school to receive money 
from the state.

(b) Appropriations shall be made each year to the Louisiana Educational 
Television Authority in the amount of seventy-five thousand dollars and to the Louisiana 
School for the Deaf, the Louisiana School for the Visually Impaired, the Louisiana Spe-
cial Education Center in Alexandria, the Jimmy D. Long, Sr. Louisiana School for Math, 
Science, and the Arts, the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts, the Louis Armstrong 
High School for the Arts, and Thrive Academy, after such schools are operational, to 
provide for a payment to each school of seventy-five thousand dollars plus an allocation 
for each pupil equal to the average statewide per pupil amount provided each city, parish, 
and local school system pursuant to Subsubparagraph (e) of this Subparagraph.

(c) Appropriations may be made for independent public schools approved 
by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or any city, parish, or other 
local school system, laboratory schools approved by the State Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education and operated by a public postsecondary education institution, and 
for alternative schools and programs which are authorized and approved by the State 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education but are not subject to the jurisdiction and 
management of any city, parish, or local school system to provide for an allocation for 
each pupil, which shall be the average statewide per pupil amount provided in each city, 
parish, or local school system pursuant to Subsubparagraph (e) of this Subparagraph.

(c) Beginning Fiscal Year 2007-2008 and for each fiscal year thereafter, of 
the monies available for appropriation after providing for the purposes enumerated in 
Subsubparagraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this Subparagraph, one hundred percent of the 
monies available for appropriation in any fiscal year shall be appropriated for each city, 
parish, and other local school system on a pro rata basis which is based on the ratio of 
the student population of that school or school system to that of the total state student 
population as contained in the most recent Minimum Foundation Program.

(f) Monies appropriated pursuant to this Subparagraph shall be restricted to 
expenditure for pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade instructional enhancement for 
students, including early childhood education programs focused on enhancing the prepa-
ration of at-risk children for school, remedial instruction, and assistance to children who 
fail to achieve the required scores on any tests passage of which are required pursuant to 
state law or rule for advancement to a succeeding grade or other educational programs 
approved by the legislature. Expenditures for maintenance or renovation of buildings, 
capital improvements, and increases in employee salaries are prohibited. The state super-
intendent of education shall be responsible for allocating all money due private schools.

(g) Each recipient entity shall annually prepare and submit to the state De-
partment of Education, hereinafter the “department”, a prioritized plan for expenditure of 
funds it expects to receive in the coming year from the Education Excellence Fund. The 
plan shall include performance expectations to ensure accountability in the expendi-
ture of such monies. The department shall review such plans for compliance with the 
requirements of this Subparagraph and to assure that the expenditure plans will support 
excellence in educational practice. No funds may be distributed to a recipient entity until 
its plan has received both legislative and departmental approval as provided by law.

(h) No amount appropriated as required in this Paragraph shall displace, 
replace, or supplant appropriations from the general fund for elementary and secondary 
education, including implementing the Minimum Foundation Program. This Subsubpara-
graph shall mean that no appropriation for any fiscal year from the Education Excellence 
Fund shall be made for any purpose for which a general fund appropriation was made in 
the previous year unless the total appropriations for the fiscal year from the state general 
fund for such purpose exceed general fund appropriations of the previous year. Nor shall 
any money allocated to a city or parish school board pursuant to this Paragraph displace, 
replace, or supplant locally generated revenue, which means that no allocation to any 
city or parish school board from the investment earnings attributable to the Education 
Excellence Fund shall be expended for any purpose for which a local revenue source 
was expended for that purpose for the previous year unless the total of the local revenue 
amount expended that fiscal year exceeds the total of such local revenue amounts for the 
previous fiscal year.

(i) The treasurer shall maintain within the state treasury a record of the 
amounts appropriated and credited for each entity through appropriations authorized in 
this Subparagraph and which remain in the state treasury. Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of this constitution to the contrary, such amounts, and investment earnings 
attributable to such amounts, shall remain to the credit of each recipient entity at the 
close of each fiscal year.

(4) (2) Appropriations from the TOPS Fund shall be restricted to support of 
state programs for financial assistance for students attending Louisiana institutions of 
postsecondary education.
§10.9. Louisiana Fund

Section 10.9. Louisiana Fund
(A) The Louisiana Fund is established in the state treasury as a special fund. 

After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Ar-
ticle VII, Section 9(B) of this constitution, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the 

Louisiana Fund all remaining monies received as a result of the Settlement Agreement 
after deposits into the Millennium Trust as provided in Section 10.8 of this Article, and 
all interest income on the investment of monies in the Louisiana Fund. Monies in the 
Louisiana Fund shall be invested by the treasurer in the same manner as the state general 
fund.

(B) Appropriations from the Louisiana Fund shall be restricted to the follow-
ing purposes:

(1) Initiatives to ensure the optimal development of Louisiana’s children 
through enhancement of educational opportunities and the provision of appropriate 
health care, which shall include but not be limited to:

(a) Early childhood intervention programs targeting children from birth 
through age four, including programs to reduce infant mortality.

(b) Support of state programs for children’s health insurance.
(c) School-based health clinics, rural health clinics, and primary care clinics.
(2) Initiatives to benefit the citizens of Louisiana with respect to health care 

through pursuit of innovation in advanced health care sciences, provision of comprehen-
sive chronic disease management services, and expenditures for capital improvements 
for state health care facilities.

(3) Provision of direct health care services for tobacco-related illnesses.
(4) Initiatives to diminish tobacco-related injury and death to Louisiana’s 

citizens through educational efforts, cessation assistance services, promotion of a tobac-
co-free lifestyle, and enforcement of the requirements of the Settlement Agreement by 
the attorney general.

(C) Each appropriation from the Louisiana Fund shall include performance 
expectations to ensure accountability in the expenditure of such monies.	
Any unexpended and unencumbered monies in each fund at the end of a fiscal year shall 
remain in the respective fund.
§10.11. Artificial Reef Development Fund

(A) Artificial Reef Development Fund. There shall be established in the state 
treasury, as a special fund, the Artificial Reef Development Fund. Out of the funds re-
maining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated 
from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state that 
become due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article VII, Section 9(B) 
of this constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the Artificial Reef Development Fund the 
monies received as provided in Paragraph (B) of this Section.

(B) The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized 
to accept and receive grants, donations of monies, and other forms of assistance from pri-
vate and public sources that are provided to the state for the purpose of siting, designing, 
constructing, permitting, monitoring, and otherwise managing an artificial reef system.

(C) The monies in the Artificial Reef Development Fund shall be appropri-
ated by the legislature to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, or its successor, and 
shall be allocated solely for the following:

(1) For the programs and purposes of siting, designing, constructing, permit-
ting, monitoring, and otherwise managing an artificial reef system.

(2) For the salaries of personnel assigned to the Artificial Reef Development 
Program and for related operating expenses.

(3) An amount not to exceed ten percent of the monies deposited to the 
fund each year and ten percent of the interest income credited to the fund each year 
may be used by the department to provide funding in association with the wild seafood 
certification program, particularly in support of wild-caught shrimp, established by the 
department. Such funding may be used for a subsidy granted to seafood harvesters or 
processors to assist in their efforts to comply with the certification program requirements 
and may be used for administration of the program.

(4) An amount not to exceed ten percent of the funds deposited to the fund 
each year and ten percent of the interest income credited to the fund each year may be 
used by the department to provide funding for inshore fisheries habitat enhancement 
projects, particularly in support of the Artificial Reef Development Program established 
by the department. Such funding may be used for grants to nonprofit conservation orga-
nizations working in cooperation with the department.

(D) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the Artificial Reef De-
velopment Fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the 
fund shall be invested by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned 
on monies invested by the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The treasurer shall 
prepare and submit to the department on a quarterly basis a written report showing the 
amount of money contained in the fund from all sources.
§10.12. Farmers and fishermen assistance programs; Agricultural and Seafood Products 
Support Fund

(A) The legislature is authorized to provide by law for programs to assist 
Louisiana farmers and fishermen with support and expansion of their industries.
§10.13. §21. Hospital stabilization formula and assessment; Hospital Stabilization Fund

(A) Hospital Stabilization Formula. (1) The legislature may annually adopt a 
Hospital Stabilization Formula, hereafter referred to in this Section as “the formula”, by 
concurrent resolution by a favorable vote of a majority of the elected members of each 
house. Such resolution shall be referred to the standing committees of the legislature that 
hear the general appropriation bill. The formula shall, to the maximum extent possible, 
enhance the economic viability of Louisiana hospitals and reduce shifting the cost of 
caring for Louisiana’s needy residents to the state’s insured residents.

(2)(a) The first formula established pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this 
Paragraph, which shall require a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members 
of each house for adoption, shall define and establish as the base reimbursement level 
under the Louisiana medical assistance program provided for in Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, hereafter referred to as the “Medicaid Program”, to hospitals for inpatient 
and outpatient services in Fiscal Year 2012-2013. The formula shall also provide for 
the preservation and protection of rural hospitals as provided for by law. Each formula 
established thereafter may apply a rate of inflation, which shall not be a negative rate, to 
the base reimbursement level from the previous formula adopted by the legislature.

(b) Each formula shall also include and establish assessments to be paid 
by hospitals and the basis on which such assessments shall be calculated, provided the 
amount of the assessments does not exceed the nonfederal share of the reimbursement 
enhancements.

(c) Each formula shall also establish reimbursement enhancements under the 
Medicaid Program, or its successor, achieving the maximum reimbursement by federal 
law and resulting in distributing such reimbursement enhancements exclusively among 
hospitals for hospital services. Reimbursement enhancements may also be distributed for 
uninsured services delivered.

(d) Each formula shall also include any additional provisions necessary 
to the implementation of the formula. Neither the assessments nor the reimbursement 
enhancements established in the formula adopted by the legislature shall be implemented 
until each has been approved by the federal authority which administers the Medicaid 
Program.

(3) The base reimbursement level resulting from the formula shall not be 
paid from the Hospital Stabilization Fund.

(4) No additional assessment shall be collected and any assessment shall 
be terminated for the remainder of the fiscal year from the date on which any of the 
following occur:

(a) The legislature fails to adopt a formula for the subsequent fiscal year.
(b) The Louisiana Department of Health, or its successor or contractors, 

reduces or does not pay reimbursement enhancements established in the current formula 
as adopted by the legislature.

(c) The appropriations provided for in Subparagraph (B)(2) of this Section 
are reduced.

(5) The treasurer shall return any monies collected after the date of termina-
tion of an assessment to the hospital from which it was collected.

(B) Appropriation. (1) The legislature shall annually appropriate an amount 
necessary to fund the base reimbursement level for hospitals established in the most 
recent formula adopted by the legislature.

(2) The legislature shall annually appropriate the balance of the Hospital 
Stabilization Fund solely to fund the reimbursement enhancements as provided in the 
most recent formula adopted by the legislature.

(3) Notwithstanding Article VII, Section 10(F) 14(F) of this constitution, 
neither the governor nor the legislature may reduce the appropriation funding the base 
reimbursement level or the reimbursement enhancements to satisfy a budget deficit, 
except the governor may reduce the appropriation to the base reimbursement level if the 
following occur:

(a) Such reduction does not exceed the average reduction of those made to 
the appropriations and reimbursement for other providers under the Medicaid Program, 
or its successor; and

(b)(i) If the legislature is in session, the reduction is consented to in writing 
by two-thirds of the elected members of each house in a manner provided by law; or

(ii) If the legislature is not in session, the reduction is approved by two-thirds 
of the members of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, or its successor.

(C) Hospital Stabilization Fund. There is hereby established as a special 
fund in the state treasury the Hospital Stabilization Fund, hereafter referred to as “the 
fund”. After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) of 
this constitution relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall 
deposit all proceeds from the assessment collected pursuant to the Hospital Stabilization 
Formula provided for in this Section. The monies in the fund shall be invested in the 
same manner as monies in the state general fund, and all interest earned on the invest-
ment of the fund shall be deposited in and credited to the fund. Appropriations from the 
fund shall be restricted to funding the reimbursement enhancements established in the 
Hospital Stabilization Formula adopted by the legislature for the fiscal year in which the 
assessment is collected. 
§10.14. §22. Louisiana Medical Assistance Trust Fund

(A) There is hereby established as a special fund in the state treasury 
the Louisiana Medical Assistance Trust Fund, hereinafter referred to as “the fund”, 
which shall consist of monies generated by fees as provided for in law. Subject to the 
exceptions contained in Article VII, Section 9(A) 13(A) of this constitution, and after 
compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) of this constitution 
relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the treasurer shall deposit all pro-
ceeds from the fees collected as provided for in laws relative to the Louisiana Medical 
Assistance Trust Fund into the fund. The monies in the fund shall be invested by the state 
treasurer in the same manner as monies in the state general fund. All interest earned from 
the investment of monies in the fund shall be deposited in and remain to the credit of the 
fund. All unexpended and unencumbered monies remaining in the fund at the close of 
each fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

(B) The treasurer is hereby authorized to establish a separate account within 
the fund for each health care provider group in which fees are collected according to law. 
Monies collected from each provider group, and the interest earned on those monies, 
shall be deposited into the account created for that provider group. Any monies deposited 
into the fund from sources not required by law, and the interest earned on those monies, 
shall be deposited into a separate account within the fund, hereafter referred to as “the 
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general account”.
(C) The legislature is authorized to appropriate monies from the fund only 

if the appropriation is eligible for federal financial participation under Title XIX of the 
Social Security Act, or its successor. The balance of each account shall be appropriated 
for reimbursement of services to the provider group which paid the fee into the account 
in any fiscal year, except monies deposited into the general account may be appropriated 
for any Medicaid Program expenditure.

(D) The monies appropriated from the provider accounts in the fund shall 
not be used to displace, replace, or supplant appropriations from the state general fund 
for the Medicaid Program below the amount of state general fund appropriations to the 
Medicaid Program for Fiscal Year 2013-2014.

(E)(1) The legislature shall annually appropriate the funds necessary to 
provide for Medicaid Program rates for each provider group which pays fees into the 
fund that is no less than the average Medicaid Program rates established for Fiscal Year 
2013-2014 and which may be adjusted annually by establishing the rates of inflation, or 
rebasing if applicable, which rates shall not be negative, to be applied to the base rates to 
establish the new base rates for the next fiscal year as authorized by law. For the purpose 
of this Section, “Medicaid Program” shall refer to the Louisiana medical assistance 
program provided for in Title XIX of the Social Security Act, or its successor.

(2) Notwithstanding Article VII, Section 10(F) 14(F) of this constitution, 
neither the governor nor the legislature may reduce the base rate as provided for in this 
Paragraph to satisfy a budget deficit, except the governor may reduce the appropriation 
for the base rate if the following occur:

(a) Such reduction does not exceed the average reduction of those made to 
the appropriations and reimbursement for other providers under the Medicaid Program, 
or its successor; and

(b)(i) If the legislature is in session, the reduction is consented to in writing 
by two-thirds of the elected members of each house in a manner provided by law; or

(ii) If the legislature is not in session, the reduction is approved by two-thirds 
of the members of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, or its successor.
§10.15. Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund

Section 10.15. Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund. (A) The Revenue Sta-
bilization Trust Fund is hereby established in the state treasury as a special trust fund, 
hereinafter referred to as the “fund”.

(B) After allocation of money to the Bond Redemption and Security Fund as 
provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the treasurer shall 
deposit in and credit to the fund the revenues as provided for in Paragraphs (C) and (D) 
of this Section.

(C) The treasurer shall deposit into the fund the amount of mineral revenues 
as provided in Section 10.16 of this constitution.

(D) The treasurer shall deposit into the fund the amount of revenues in 
excess of six hundred million dollars received each fiscal year from corporate franchise 
and income taxes as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

(E)(1) Except as provided for in Paragraph (F) of this Section, monies depos-
ited into the Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund shall be permanently credited to the trust 
fund and shall be invested by the treasurer in a manner provided for by law.

(2) The treasurer shall deposit all interest or other income from investment 
generated from the fund into the state general fund.

(F)(1) Except as provided in Subparagraphs (2) and (3) of this Paragraph, no 
appropriations shall be made from the Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund.

(2)(a) In any fiscal year in which the balance of the fund at the beginning of 
the year is in excess of five billion dollars, hereinafter referred to as the minimum fund 
balance, the legislature may appropriate an amount not to exceed ten percent of the fund 
balance, hereinafter referred to as the allowable percentage, for the following:

(i) Capital outlay projects in the comprehensive state capital budget.
(ii) Transportation infrastructure.
(b) The minimum fund balance or the allowable percentage may be changed 

by a law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature.
(3) In order to ensure the money in the fund is available for appropriation 

in an emergency, the legislature may authorize an appropriation from the fund at any 
time for any purpose only after the consent of two-thirds of the elected members of each 
house of the legislature. If the legislature is not in session, the two-thirds requirement 
may be satisfied upon obtaining the written consent of two-thirds of the elected members 
of each house of the legislature in a manner provided by law.
§10.16. Dedications of Mineral Revenues

Section 10.16.(A) All mineral revenues as defined in Paragraph (D) of this 
Section received in each fiscal year by the state as a result of the production of or explo-
ration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as “mineral revenues”, shall be allocated as 
provided in this Section after the following allocations and deposits of mineral revenues 
have been made:

(1) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 
Section 9 (B) of this constitution.

(2) To the political subdivisions of the state as provided in Article VII, Sec-
tions 4 (D) and (E) of this constitution.

(3) To the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund as provided 
by the requirements of Article VII, Section 10-A of this constitution and as provided by 
law.

(4) To the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund and the Oil 
and Gas Regulatory Fund as provided by law.

(5) To the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge and Game Preserve Fund as provided 
by law. 

(6) To the Marsh Island Operating Fund and the Russell Sage or Marsh 
Island Refuge Fund as provided by law.

(7) To the MC Davis Conservation Fund as provided by law.
(8) To the White Lake Property Fund as provided by law.
(9) To the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund and Louisiana Quality 

Education Support Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 10.1 of this constitution.
(10) To the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund as provided in Article 

VII, Section 10.2 of this constitution and as provided by law.
(11) To the Mineral Revenue and Audit Settlement Fund as provided in 

Article VII, Section 10.5 of this constitution and as provided by law.
(12) To the Budget Stabilization Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 

10.3 of this constitution and as provided by law.
(13) An amount equal to the state general fund deposited into the Transpor-

tation Trust Fund and the Louisiana State Transportation Infrastructure Fund as provided 
by law.

(B) Allocation of Mineral Revenues. After the allocations and deposits 
provided in Paragraph (A) of this Section, the mineral revenues received in each year 
in excess of six hundred sixty million dollars and less than nine hundred fifty million 
dollars shall be allocated as follows:

(1) Thirty percent shall be appropriated to the Louisiana State Employees’ 
Retirement System and the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana for application 
to the balance of the unfunded accrued liability of such systems existing as of June 30, 
1988, in proportion to the balance of such unfunded accrued liability of each such sys-
tem, until such unfunded accrued liability has been eliminated. Any such payments to the 
public retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living 
increases for such systems.

(2) The remainder shall be deposited into the Revenue Stabilization Trust 
Fund.

(C) Mineral revenues in excess of the base which would otherwise be de-
posited into the Budget Stabilization Fund under Subparagraph (A)(2) of Section 10.3 of 
this constitution, but are prohibited from being deposited into the fund under Subpara-
graph (C)(4) of Section 10.3 of this constitution, shall be distributed as follows:

(1) Thirty percent shall be appropriated to the Louisiana State Employees’ 
Retirement System and the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana for application 
to the balance of the unfunded accrued liability of such systems existing as of June 30, 
1988, in proportion to the balance of such unfunded accrued liability of each such sys-
tem, until such unfunded accrued liability has been eliminated. Any such payments to the 
public retirement systems shall not be used, directly or indirectly, to fund cost-of-living 
increases for such systems.

(2) The remainder shall be deposited into the Revenue Stabilization Trust 
Fund.

(D) For purposes of this Section, “mineral revenues” shall include severance 
taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, with the following exceptions:

(1) Revenues designated as nonrecurring, pursuant to Article VII, Section 
10(B) of this constitution.

(2) Revenues received by the state as a result of grants or donations when the 
terms or conditions thereof require otherwise.

(3) Revenues derived from any tax on the transportation of minerals.
§10-A. §23. Wildlife and Fisheries; Fisheries Conservation Fund

Section 10-A. 23.(A) Conservation Fund. Effective July 1, 1988, there There 
shall be established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Conservation Fund, hereinafter referred to as the Conservation Fund. Out of 
the funds remaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount 
is allocated from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of 
the state which become due and payable within any fiscal year as required by Article 
VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) of this constitution, the treasurer shall pay into the Conservation 
Fund all of the following, except as provided in Article VII, Section 9(A) 13(A), and 
except for the amount provided in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(a) as that provision existed on the 
effective date of this Section December 23, 1987:

(1)(a) All revenue from the types and classes of fees, licenses, permits, 
royalties, or other revenue paid into the Conservation Fund as provided by law on the 
effective date of this Section. December 23, 1987. Such revenue shall be deposited in the 
Conservation Fund even if the names of such fees, licenses, permits, or other revenues 
are changed.

(b) Any increase in the amount charged for such fees, licenses, permits, 
royalties, and other revenue, or any new fee, license, permit, royalty, or other revenue, 
enacted by the legislature after the effective date of this Section, December 23, 1987, 
shall be irrevocably dedicated and deposited in the Conservation Fund unless the legis-
lature enacts a law specifically appropriating or dedicating such revenue to another fund 
or purpose.

(2) The balance remaining on June 30, 1988 in the Conservation Fund estab-
lished pursuant to R.S. 56:10.

(3) All funds or revenues which may be donated expressly to the Conserva-
tion Fund.

(B) The monies in the Conservation Fund shall be appropriated by the 
legislature to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, or its successor, and shall be 
used solely for the programs and purposes of conservation, protection, preservation, 
management, and replenishment of the state’s natural resources and wildlife, including 
use for land acquisition or for federal matching fund programs which promote such 
purposes, and for the operation and administration of the Department and the Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission, or their successors.
(C) All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the Conservation Fund 

at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the fund shall be 
invested by the treasurer in the manner provided by law. All interest earned on monies 
invested by the treasurer shall be deposited in the fund. The treasurer shall prepare and 
submit to the department on a quarterly basis a printed report showing the amount of 
money contained in the fund from all sources.
§11. §24. Budgets

Section 11. Section 24.(A) Budget Estimate. The governor shall submit 
to the legislature, at the time and in the form fixed by law, a budget estimate for the 
next fiscal year setting forth all proposed state expenditures. This budget shall include 
a recommendation for appropriations from the state general fund and from dedicated 
funds, except funds allocated by Article VII, Section 4, Paragraphs (D) and (E), Section 
8, Paragraphs (B) and (C), which shall not exceed the official forecast of the Revenue 
Estimating Conference. and the expenditure limit for the fiscal year. The recommen-
dation shall also comply with the provisions of Article VII, Section 10(D). Section 14, 
Paragraphs (C) and (D). This budget shall include a recommendation for funding of state 
salary supplements for full-time law enforcement and fire protection officers of the state, 
as provided in Article VII, Section 10(D)(3) Section 14(D)(3) of this constitution.

(B) Operating Budget. The governor shall cause to be submitted a general 
appropriation bill for proposed ordinary operating expenditures which shall be in con-
formity with the recommendations for appropriations contained in the budget estimate. 
The governor may cause to be submitted a bill or bills to raise additional revenues with 
proposals for the use of these revenues.

(C) Capital Budget. The governor shall submit to the legislature, at each 
regular session, a proposed five-year capital outlay program and request implemen-
tation of the first year of the program. Prior to inclusion in the comprehensive capital 
budget which the legislature adopts, each capital improvement project shall be evaluated 
through a feasibility study, as defined by the legislature, which shall include an analysis 
of need and estimates of construction and operating costs. The legislature shall provide 
by law for procedures, standards, and criteria for the evaluation of such feasibility stud-
ies and shall set the schedule of submission of such feasibility studies which shall take 
effect not later than December thirty-first following the first regular session convening 
after this Paragraph takes effect. studies. These procedures, standards, and criteria for 
evaluation of such feasibility studies cannot be changed or altered except by a separate 
legislative instrument approved by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected members 
of each house of the legislature. For those projects not eligible for funding under the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 27 Section 16 of this constitution, the request for im-
plementation of the first year of the program shall include a list of the proposed projects 
in priority order based on the evaluation of the feasibility studies submitted. Capital 
outlay projects approved by the legislature shall be made a part of the comprehensive 
state capital budget, which shall be adopted by the legislature.
§12. §25. Reports and Records

Section 12. Section 25. Reports and records of the collection, expenditure, 
investment, and use of state money and those relating to state obligations shall be matters 
of public record, except returns of taxpayers and matters pertaining to those returns.
§13. §26. Investment of State Funds

Section 13. Section 26. All money in the custody of the state treasurer which 
is available for investment shall be invested as provided by law.
§14. §27. Donation, Loan, or Pledge of Public Credit

Section 14. Section 27.(A) Prohibited Uses. Except as otherwise provided 
by this constitution, the funds, credit, property, or things of value of the state or of any 
political subdivision shall not be loaned, pledged, or donated to or for any person, associ-
ation, or corporation, public or private. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, 
neither the state nor a political subdivision shall subscribe to or purchase the stock of a 
corporation or association or for any private enterprise.

(B) Authorized Uses. Nothing in this Section shall prevent (1) the use of 
public funds for programs of social welfare for the aid and support of the needy; (2) 
contributions of public funds to pension and insurance programs for the benefit of public 
employees; (3) the pledge of public funds, credit, property, or things of value for public 
purposes with respect to the issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness to 
meet public obligations as provided by law; (4) the return of property, including mineral 
rights, to a former owner from whom the property had previously been expropriated, or 
purchased under threat of expropriation, when the legislature by law declares that the 
public and necessary purpose which originally supported the expropriation has ceased to 
exist and orders the return of the property to the former owner under such terms and con-
ditions as specified by the legislature; (5) acquisition of stock by any institution of higher 
education in exchange for any intellectual property; (6) the donation of abandoned or 
blighted housing property by the governing authority of a municipality or a parish to a 
nonprofit organization which is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)
(3) or 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization and which agrees to renovate and maintain such 
property until conveyance of the property by such organization; (7) the deduction of 
any tax, interest, penalty, or other charges forming the basis of tax liens on blighted 
property so that they may be subordinated and waived in favor of any purchaser who is 
not a member of the immediate family of the blighted property owner or which is not 
any entity in which the owner has a substantial economic interest, but only in connection 
with a property renovation plan approved by an administrative hearing officer appointed 
by the parish or municipal government where the property is located; (8) the deduction 
of past due taxes, interest, and penalties in favor of an owner of a blighted property, but 
only when the owner sells the property at less than the appraised value to facilitate the 
blighted property renovation plan approved by the parish or municipal government and 
only after the renovation is completed such deduction being canceled, null and void, 
and to no effect in the event ownership of the property in the future reverts back to the 
owner or any member of his immediate family; (9) the donation by the state of asphalt 
which has been removed from state roads and highways to the governing authority of 
the parish or municipality where the asphalt was removed, or if not needed by such 
governing authority, then to any other parish or municipal governing authority, but only 
pursuant to a cooperative endeavor agreement between the state and the governing 
authority receiving the donated property; (10) the investment in stocks of a portion of 
the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge Trust and Protection Fund, created under the provisions 
of R.S. 56:797, Fund and the Russell Sage or Marsh Island Refuge Fund, created under 
the provisions of R.S. 56:798, such portion not to exceed thirty-five percent of each 
fund; (11) the investment in stocks of a portion of the state-funded permanently endowed 
funds of a public or private college or university, not to exceed thirty-five percent of the 
public funds endowed; (12) the investment in equities of a portion of the Medicaid Trust 
Fund for the Elderly created under the provisions of R.S. 46:2691 et seq., Elderly, such 
portion not to exceed thirty-five percent of the fund; (13) the investment of public funds 
to capitalize a state infrastructure bank and the loan, pledge, or guarantee of public funds 
by a state infrastructure bank solely for transportation projects; (14) pursuant to a written 
agreement, the donation of the use of public equipment and personnel by a political 
subdivision upon request to another political subdivision for an activity or function the 
requesting political subdivision is authorized to exercise; or (15) a political subdivision 
from waiving charges for water if the charges are the result of water lost due to damage 
to the water delivery infrastructure and that damage is not the result of any act or failure 
to act by the customer being charged for the water.

(C) Cooperative Endeavors. For a public purpose, the state and its political 
subdivisions or political corporations may engage in cooperative endeavors with each 
other, with the United States or its agencies, or with any public or private association, 
corporation, or individual.

(D) Prior Obligations. Funds, credit, property, or things of value of the state 
or of a political subdivision heretofore loaned, pledged, dedicated, or granted by prior 
state law or authorized to be loaned, pledged, dedicated, or granted by the prior laws and 
constitution of this state shall so remain for the full term as provided by the such prior 
laws and constitution and for the full term as provided by any contract, unless the autho-
rization is revoked by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of 
the legislature prior to the vesting of any contractual rights pursuant to this Section.

(E) Surplus Property. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the donation or 
exchange of movable surplus property between or among political subdivisions whose 
functions include public safety.
§15. §28. Release of Obligations to State, Parish, or Municipality

Section 15. Section 28. The legislature shall have no power to release, extin-
guish, or authorize the releasing or extinguishing of any indebtedness, liability, or obliga-
tion of a corporation or individual to the state, a parish, or a municipality. However, the 
legislature, by law, may establish a system under which claims by the state or a political 
subdivision may be compromised, and may provide for the release of heirs to confiscated 
property from taxes due thereon on such property at the date of its reversion to them.
§16. §29. Taxes; Prescription

Section 16. Section 29. Taxes, except real property taxes, and licenses shall 
prescribe in three years after the thirty-first day of December in the year in which
they are due, but due; however, prescription may be interrupted or suspended as provided 
by law.
§17. §30. Legislation to Obtain Federal Aid

Section 17. Section 30. The legislature may enact laws to enable the state, its 
agencies, boards, commissions, and political subdivisions and their agencies to comply 
with federal laws and regulations in order to secure federal participation in funding 
capital improvement projects.
§31. Funding; Teacher Salaries

Section 31.(A)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitu-
tion to the contrary, no later than May 1, 2025, the state treasurer shall transfer to the 
Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana the liquidated fair market value of each of the 
following: 

(a) The Education Excellence Fund. 
(b) The Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund.
(c) The Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.
(2) The Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana shall apply monies 

received pursuant to Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph to its oldest outstanding positive 
amortization base. After liquidation of such base, any remaining monies shall be applied 
to the next-oldest outstanding positive amortization base, until all such monies have been 
applied. If application of monies pursuant to the provisions of this Subparagraph are 
insufficient to fully liquidate an amortization base, after application of such monies the 
net remaining liability of such amortization base shall be reamortized with annual lev-
el-dollar payments calculated in the same manner as other system amortization payments 
and over the remainder of the amortization period originally established for that base.

(B) As provided by law, participating employers in the Teachers’ Retirement 
System of Louisiana shall provide a permanent salary increase to eligible personnel. 
Such increase shall be funded using the employer’s net savings attributable to the pay-
ments made pursuant to Paragraph (A) of this Section.

PART II. PROPERTY TAXATION
§18. §32. Ad Valorem Taxes

Section 18. Section 32.(A) Assessments. Property subject to ad valorem 
taxation shall be listed on the assessment rolls at its assessed valuation, which, except 
as provided in Paragraphs (C), (F), and (G), this Section or in exceptions provided in 
Section 35 of this Article for special assessment levels, shall be a percentage of its fair 

market value. The percentage of fair market value shall be uniform throughout the state 
upon the same class of property.

(B) Classification. (1) The classifications of property subject to ad valorem 
taxation and the percentage of fair market value applicable to each classification for the 
purpose of determining assessed valuation are as follows:
Classifications Percentages

1. (a)	 Land					   
			   10%

2. (b)	 Improvements for residential purposes		
			   10%

3. (c)	 Electric cooperative properties, excluding land	
			   15%

4. (d)	 Public service properties, excluding land		
			   25%

5. (e)	 Public service property, excluding land, owned 
by a railroad company	 15%

(f)	 Business inventory				 
			   15%

(g)	 Other property				  
				    15%

	 (2) For purposes of ad valorem taxation, a parish may elect to reduce the 
percentage of fair market value applicable to property considered business inventory, as 
defined in law. The legislature may provide by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected 
members of each house for the implementation of the provision of this Subparagraph. 
Once enacted, any change to these laws shall also be enacted by two-thirds of the 
elected members of each house of the legislature.

	 (3) The legislature may enact laws defining electric cooperative 
properties and public service properties.

	 (C) Use Value. Bona fide agricultural, horticultural, marsh, and 
timber lands, as defined by general law, shall be assessed for tax 
purposes at ten percent of use value rather than fair market value. 
The legislature may provide by law similarly for buildings of 
historic architectural importance.

(D)(1) Valuation. Each assessor shall determine the fair market value of all 
property subject to taxation within his respective parish or district except public service 
properties, which shall be valued at fair market value by the Louisiana Tax Commission 
or its successor. Each assessor shall determine the use value of property which is to be 
so assessed under the provisions of Paragraph (C). Fair market value and use value of 
property shall be determined in accordance with criteria which shall be established by 
law and which shall apply uniformly throughout the state.

(2) No additional value shall be added to the assessment of land by reason of 
the presence of oil, gas, or sulphur therein or their production therefrom. However, sul-
phur in place shall be assessed for ad valorem taxation to the person, firm, or corporation 
having the right to mine or produce the same in the parish where located, at no more than 
twice the total assessed value of the physical property subject to taxation, excluding the 
assessed value of sulphur above ground, as is used in sulphur operations in such parish. 
Likewise, the severance tax shall be the only tax on timber; however, standing timber 
shall be liable equally with the land on which it stands for ad valorem taxes levied on the 
land.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, 
the presence of oil or gas, or the production thereof, may be included in the methodology 
to determine the fair market value of an oil or gas well for ad valorem taxes.

(E) Review. The correctness of assessments by the assessor shall be subject 
to review first by the parish governing authority, then by the Louisiana Tax Commission 
or its successor, and finally by the courts, all in accordance with procedures established 
by law.

(F) Reappraisal. (1) All property subject to taxation shall be reappraised and 
valued in accordance with this Section, at intervals of not more than four years. 

(2)(a) In the year of implementation of a reappraisal as required in Subpara-
graph (1) of this Paragraph, solely for purposes of determining the ad valorem tax im-
posed on residential property subject to the homestead exemption as provided in Section 
20 34 of this Article, if the assessed value of immovable property increases by an amount 
which is greater than fifty percent of the property’s assessed value in the previous year, 
the collector shall phase-in the additional tax liability resulting from the increase in the 
property’s assessed value over a four-year period as follows:

(i) For purposes of calculating the ad valorem taxes on the property in the 
first levy following reappraisal, the collector shall use the property’s assessed value from 
the previous year, which shall be called the base amount as used in this Subparagraph, 
and shall increase the portion of the assessed value of the property used to calculate ad 
valorem taxes by adding an amount which is equal to one-fourth of the amount of the 
increase in the property’s assessed value as a result of the reappraisal to the base amount. 
This resulting amount shall constitute the property’s taxable value and shall be used 
solely for purposes of calculating ad valorem taxes for that taxable year.

(ii) For purposes of calculating the ad valorem taxes on the property in the 
second levy following reappraisal, the collector shall increase the portion of the assessed 
value of the property used to calculate ad valorem taxes by adding an amount which 
is equal to one-half of the amount of the increase in the property’s assessed value as a 
result of the reappraisal to the base amount. This resulting amount shall constitute the 
property’s taxable value and shall be used solely for purposes of calculating ad valorem 
taxes for that taxable year.

(iii) For purposes of calculating the ad valorem taxes on the property in the 
third levy following reappraisal, the collector shall increase the portion of the assessed 
value of the property used to calculate ad valorem taxes by adding an amount which is 
equal to three-quarters of the amount of the increase in the property’s assessed value as 
a result of the reappraisal to the base amount. This resulting amount shall constitute the 
property’s taxable value and shall be used solely for purposes of calculating ad valorem 
taxes for that taxable year.

(iv) In the fourth levy following reappraisal, the collector shall calculate ad 
valorem taxes based on the property’s full assessed value.

(b) The provisions of this Subparagraph providing for a phase-in of addition-
al ad valorem tax liability following reappraisal shall cease to apply upon the transfer 
or conveyance of ownership of the property. Following a transfer or conveyance, the 
collector shall calculate ad valorem taxes based on the property’s full assessed value.

(c) Property subject to the provisions of this Subparagraph shall not be 
subject to reappraisal by an assessor until after the four-year phase-in of the amount of 
the increase in the property’s assessed value is complete.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of this constitution to the contrary, the 
increase in assessed valuation of property phased-in under this Subparagraph shall be 
included as taxable property for purposes of any subsequent reappraisals and valuation 
for millage adjustment purposes under Article VII, Section 23(B) of this constitution. 
as provided by law. The decrease in the total amount of ad valorem tax collected by a 
taxing authority as a result of this phase-in of assessed valuation shall be absorbed by 
the taxing authority and shall not create any additional tax liability for other taxpayers 
in the taxing district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal and valuation or millage 
adjustment. Implementation of this phase-in of increase in assessed valuation authorized 
in this Subparagraph shall neither trigger nor be cause for a reappraisal of property or an 
adjustment of millages pursuant to the provisions of Article VII, Section 23(B) of this 
constitution. this Subparagraph.

(e) The provisions of this Subparagraph shall not apply to the extent the 
increase was attributable to construction on or improvements to the property.

(G) Special Assessment Level.
(1)(a)(i) The assessment of residential property receiving the homestead 

exemption which is owned and occupied by any of the following and who meet all of 
the other requirements of this Section shall not be increased above the total assessment 
of that property for the first year that the owner qualifies for and receives the special 
assessment level, provided that such person or persons remain qualified for and receive 
the special assessment level:

(aa) People who are sixty-five years of age or older.
(bb) People who have a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or 

more by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(cc) Members of the armed forces of the United States or the Louisiana 

National Guard who owned and last occupied such property who are killed in action, or 
who are missing in action or are a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days.

(dd) Any person or persons permanently totally disabled as determined by 
a final non-appealable judgment of a court or as certified by a state or federal admin-
istrative agency charged with the responsibility for making determinations regarding 
disability.

(ii) Any person or persons shall be prohibited from receiving the special as-
sessment as provided in this Section if such person’s or persons’ adjusted gross income, 
as reported in the federal tax return for the year prior to the application for the special 
assessment, exceeds one hundred thousand dollars. For persons applying for the special 
assessment whose filing status is married filing separately, the adjusted gross income for 
purposes of this Section shall be determined by combining the adjusted gross income on 
both federal tax returns. Beginning for the tax year 2026, and for each tax year thereafter, 
the one hundred thousand dollar limit shall be adjusted annually by the Consumer Price 
Index as reported by the United States Government.

(iii) An eligible owner or the owner’s spouse or other legally qualified 
representative shall apply for the special assessment level by filing a signed application 
establishing that the owner qualifies for the special assessment level with the assessor of 
the parish or, in the parish of Orleans, the assessor of the district where the property is 
located.

(iv) An owner who is below the age of sixty-five and who has applied for and 
received the special assessment level may qualify for and receive the special assessment 
level in the subsequent year by certifying to the assessor of the parish that such person 
or persons’ adjusted gross income in the prior tax year satisfied the income requirement 
of this Section. The provisions of this Item shall not apply to an owner who has qualified 
for and received the special assessment level for persons sixty-five years of age or older 
or to such owner’s surviving spouse as described in Item (2)(a)(i) of this Paragraph or for 
an owner who is permanently totally disabled as provided for in Subitem (i)(dd) of this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any millage rate applied to the special assessment level shall not be 
subject to a limitation.

(2) Provided such owner is qualified for and receives the special assessment 
level, the special assessment level shall remain on the property as long as:

(a)(i) The owner who is sixty-five years of age or older, or that owner’s sur-
viving spouse who is fifty-five years of age or older or who has minor children, remains 
the owner of the property.

(ii) The owner who has a service-connected disability of fifty percent or 
more, or that owner’s surviving spouse who is forty-five years of age or older or who has 
minor children, remains the owner of the property.

(iii) The spouse of the owner who is killed in action remains the owner of the 
property.
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(iv) The first day of the tax year following the tax year in which an owner 

who was missing in action or was a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days is 
no longer missing in action or a prisoner of war.

(v) Even if the ownership interest of any surviving spouse or spouse of an 
owner who is missing in action as provided for in this Subparagraph is an interest in 
usufruct.

(b) The value of the property does not increase more than twenty-five per-
cent because of construction or reconstruction.

(3) A new or subsequent owner of the property may claim a special assess-
ment level when eligible under this Section. The new owner is not necessarily entitled to 
the same special assessment level on the property as when that property was owned by 
the previous owner.

(4)(a) The special assessment level on property that is sold shall automat-
ically expire on the last day of December in the year prior to the year that the property 
is sold. The property shall be immediately revalued at fair market value by the assessor 
and shall be assessed by the assessor on the assessment rolls in the year it was sold at the 
assessment level provided for in Article VII, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

(b) This new assessment level shall remain in effect until changed as provid-
ed by this Section or this Constitution.

(5)(a) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in this 
Paragraph who is unable to occupy the homestead on or before December thirty-first of a 
future calendar year due to damage or destruction of the homestead caused by a disaster 
or emergency declared by the governor shall be entitled to keep the special assessment 
level of the homestead prior to its damage or destruction on the repaired or rebuilt home-
stead provided the repaired or rebuilt homestead is reoccupied by the owner within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster. The assessed value 
of the land and buildings on which the homestead was located prior to its damage shall 
not be increased above its assessed value immediately prior to the damage or destruction 
described in this Subsubparagraph. If the property owner receives a homestead exemp-
tion on another homestead during the same five-year period, the damaged or destroyed 
property shall not be entitled to keep the special assessment level, and the land and 
buildings shall be assessed in that year at the percentage of fair market value set forth in 
this constitution. In addition, the owner shall also maintain the homestead exemption set 
forth in Article VII, Section 20(A)(10) to qualify for the special assessment level in this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in Subsub-
paragraph (a) of this Subparagraph who is unable to reoccupy his homestead within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster shall be eligible for 
an extension of the special assessment level on the homestead for a period not to exceed 
two years. A homeowner shall be eligible for this extension only if the homeowner’s 
damage claim is filed and pending in a formal appeal process with any federal, state, or 
local government agency or program offering grants or assistance for repairing or re-
building damaged or destroyed homes as a result of the disaster, or if a homeowner has a 
damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the property. The homeowner shall 
apply for this extension of the special assessment level with the assessor of the parish in 
which the homestead is located.	 The assessor shall require the homeowner to provide 
official documentation from the government agency or program evidencing the home-
owner’s participation in the formal appeal process or official documentation evidencing 
the homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the damaged 
property, as provided by law.

(c) After expiration of the extension authorized in Subsubparagraph (b) of 
this Subparagraph, an assessor shall have the authority to grant on a case-by-case basis 
up to three additional one-year extensions of the special assessment level as prescribed 
by law.

(6)(a) A trust shall be eligible for the special assessment level as provided by 
law.

(b) If a trust would have been eligible for the special assessment level 
pursuant to this Subparagraph prior to the most recent reappraisal, the total assessment 
of the property held in trust shall be the assessed value on the last appraisal before the 
reappraisal.
§19. §33. State Property Taxation; Rate Limitation

Section 19. Section 33. State taxation on property for all purposes shall not 
exceed an annual rate of five and three-quarter mills on the dollar of assessed valuation.
§20. §34. Homestead Exemption

Section 20. Section 34.(A) Homeowners.
(1) The bona fide homestead, consisting of a tract of land or two or more 

tracts of land even if the land is classified and assessed at use value pursuant to Article 
VII, Section 18(C) 32(C) of this constitution, with a residence on one tract and a field 
with or without timber on it, pasture, or garden on the other tract or tracts, not exceeding 
one hundred sixty acres, buildings and appurtenances, whether rural or urban, owned and 
occupied by any person or persons owning the property in indivision, shall be exempt 
from state, parish, and special ad valorem taxes to the extent of seven thousand five hun-
dred dollars of the assessed valuation. The same homestead exemption shall also fully 
apply to the primary residence, including a mobile home, which serves as a bona fide 
home and which is owned and occupied by any person or persons owning the property 
in indivision, regardless of whether the homeowner owns the land upon which the home 
or mobile home is sited; however, this homestead exemption shall not apply to the land 
upon which such primary residence is sited if the homeowner does not own the land.

(2) The homestead exemption shall extend and apply fully to the surviving 
spouse or a former spouse when the homestead is occupied by the surviving spouse or 
a former spouse and title to it is in the name of (a) the surviving spouse as owner of any 
interest or either or both of the former spouses, (b) the surviving spouse as usufructuary, 
or (c) a testamentary trust established for the benefit of the surviving spouse and the 
descendants of the deceased spouse or surviving spouse, but not to more than one home-
stead owned by either the husband or wife, spouse, or both.

(3) The homestead exemption shall extend to property owned by a trust 
when the principal beneficiary or beneficiaries of the trust are the settlor or settlors of 
the trust and were the immediate prior owners of the homestead, and the homestead is 
occupied as such by a principal beneficiary. The provisions of this Subparagraph shall 
apply only to property which qualified for the homestead exemption immediately prior 
to transfer, conveyance, or donation in trust or which would have qualified for the home-
stead exemption if such property were not owned in trust.

(4) The homestead exemption shall extend to property where the usufruct of 
the property has been granted to no more than two usufructuaries who were the immedi-
ate prior owners of the homestead and the homestead is occupied as such by a usufructu-
ary. The provisions of this Subparagraph shall apply only to property which qualified for 
the homestead exemption immediately prior to the granting of such usufruct, or which 
would have qualified for the homestead exemption if such usufruct had not been granted.

(5) The homestead exemption shall extend only to a natural person or 
persons and to a trust created by a natural person or persons, in which the beneficiaries 
of the trust are a natural person or persons provided that the provisions of this Paragraph 
are otherwise satisfied.

(6) Except as otherwise provided for in this Paragraph, the homestead 
exemption shall apply to property owned in indivision, but shall be limited to the pro rata 
ownership interest of that each person or persons occupying the homestead.

(7) No homestead exemption shall be granted on bond for deed property.
However, any homestead exemption granted prior to June 20, 2003 on any property oc-
cupied upon the effective date of this Paragraph on November 2, 2004, by a buyer under 
a bond for deed contract shall remain valid as long as the circumstances giving rise to the 
exemption at the time the exemption was granted remain applicable.

(8) Notwithstanding any provision of this Paragraph to the contrary, in no 
event shall more than one homestead exemption extend or apply to any person in this 
state.

(9) This exemption shall not extend to municipal taxes. However, the exemp-
tions authorized pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall apply (a) in Orleans Par-
ish, to state, general city, school, levee, and levee district taxes and (b) to any municipal 
taxes levied for school purposes.

(10)(a) Any homestead receiving the homestead exemption that is damaged 
or destroyed during a disaster or emergency declared by the governor whose owner is 
unable to occupy the homestead on or before December thirty-first of a calendar year 
due to such damage or destruction shall be entitled to claim and keep the exemption by 
filing an annual affidavit of intent to return and reoccupy the homestead within five years 
from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster with the assessor within 
the parish or district where such homestead is situated prior to December thirty-first of 
the year in which the exemption is claimed. In no event shall more than one homestead 
exemption extend or apply to any person in this state.

(b) For homesteads qualifying for the homestead exemption under the 
provisions of Subsubparagraph (a) of this Subparagraph, after expiration of the five- year 
period, the owner of a homestead shall be entitled to claim and keep the exemption for a 
period not to exceed two additional years by filing an annual affidavit of intent to return 
and reoccupy the homestead with the assessor within the parish where the homestead is 
located prior to December thirty-first of the year in which the exemption is claimed. A 
homeowner shall be eligible for this extension only if the homeowner’s damage claim 
to repair or rebuild the damaged or destroyed homestead is filed and pending in a formal 
appeal process with any federal, state, or local government agency or program offering 
grants or assistance for repairing or rebuilding damaged or destroyed homes as a result 
of the disaster, or if a homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the 
insurer of the property. The assessor shall require the homeowner to provide official 
documentation from the government agency or program evidencing the homeowner’s 
participation in the formal appeal process or official documentation evidencing the 
homeowners homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the 
property as provided by law.

(c) After expiration of the extension authorized in Subsubparagraph (b) of 
this Subparagraph, an assessor shall have the authority to grant on a case-by-case basis 
up to three additional one-year extensions of the homestead exemption as prescribed by 
law.

(B) Residential Lessees. Notwithstanding any contrary provision in this 
constitution, the legislature may provide for tax relief to residential lessees in the form 
of credits or rebates in order to provide equitable tax relief similar to that granted to 
homeowners through homestead exemptions.
§21. §35. Other Property Exemptions

Section 21. Section 35.(A) In addition to the homestead exemption provided 
for in Section 20 Section 34 of this Article, the following property and no other shall 
be exempt from ad valorem taxation: the legislature may provide by law enacted by 
three-fourths of the elected members of each house for property exempt from ad valorem 
taxation. Once enacted, any change to an ad valorem tax exemption shall also by law be 
enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the legislature. However, 
no measure legislating with regard to ad valorem tax exemptions, exclusions, deductions, 
or credits shall be introduced or enacted during a regular session held in an even-num-
bered year.

(B) Property owned by a nonprofit operated exclusively for religious purpos-

es as a house of worship, residential housing for clergy, priests, or nuns, or a seminary or 
other educational institution training individuals for religious ministry shall be exempt 
from ad valorem tax pursuant to this Section. 

(C)(1)(a) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 34 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand 
five hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next two thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property receiving the homestead exemption 
that is owned and occupied by a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 
fifty percent or more but less than seventy percent by the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a 
deceased veteran with a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or more but 
less than seventy percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be 
eligible for this exemption if the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the 
property, whether or not the exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of 
the veteran. If property eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph 
has an assessed value in excess of ten thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall 
apply to the assessment in excess of ten thousand dollars.

(b) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 34 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next four thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property owned and occupied by a veteran with a 
service-connected disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred 
percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad 
valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-connected 
disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred percent by the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if the 
surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran. If property 
eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph has an assessed value in 
excess of twelve thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall apply to the assess-
ment in excess of twelve thousand dollars. 

(c) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 34 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the remaining assessed valuation 
of property receiving the homestead exemption that is owned and occupied by a veteran 
with a service-connected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or to-
tally disabled by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from 
ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-con-
nected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or totally disabled by 
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if 
the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, the 
property assessment of a property for which an exemption established pursuant to this 
Paragraph has been claimed, to the extent of the applicable exemption, shall not be 
treated as taxable property for purposes of any subsequent reappraisals and valuation for 
millage adjustment purposes. The decrease in the total amount of ad valorem tax col-
lected by a taxing authority as a result of the exemption shall be absorbed by the taxing 
authority and shall not create any additional tax liability for other taxpayers in the taxing 
district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal and valuation or millage adjustment. 
Implementation of the exemption authorized in this Paragraph shall neither trigger nor be 
cause for a reappraisal of property or an adjustment of millages.

(3) A trust shall be eligible for the exemption provided for in this Paragraph 
as provided by law.

(D) Special Assessment Level.
(1)(a)(i) The assessment of residential property receiving the homestead 

exemption which is owned and occupied by any of the following and who meet all of 
the other requirements of this Section shall not be increased above the total assessment 
of that property for the first year that the owner qualifies for and receives the special 
assessment level, provided that such person or persons remain qualified for and receive 
the special assessment level:

(aa) People who are sixty-five years of age or older.
(bb) People who have a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or 

more by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(cc) Members of the armed forces of the United States or the Louisiana 

National Guard who owned and last occupied such property who are killed in action, or 
who are missing in action or are a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days.

(dd) Any person or persons permanently totally disabled as determined by 
a final non-appealable judgment of a court or as certified by a state or federal admin-
istrative agency charged with the responsibility for making determinations regarding 
disability.

(ii) Any person or persons shall be prohibited from receiving the special as-
sessment as provided in this Section if such person’s or persons’ adjusted gross income, 
as reported in the federal tax return for the year prior to the application for the special 
assessment, exceeds one hundred thousand dollars. For persons applying for the special 
assessment whose filing status is married filing separately, the adjusted gross income for 
purposes of this Section shall be determined by combining the adjusted gross income on 
both federal tax returns. Beginning for the tax year 2026, and for each tax year thereafter, 
the one hundred thousand dollar limit shall be adjusted annually by the Consumer Price 
Index as reported by the United States Government.

(iii) An eligible owner or the owner’s spouse or other legally qualified 
representative shall apply for the special assessment level by filing a signed application 
establishing that the owner qualifies for the special assessment level with the assessor of 
the parish or, in the parish of Orleans, the assessor of the district where the property is 
located.

(iv) An owner who is below the age of sixty-five and who has applied for and 
received the special assessment level may qualify for and receive the special assessment 
level in the subsequent year by certifying to the assessor of the parish that such person 
or persons’ adjusted gross income in the prior tax year satisfied the income requirement 
of this Section. The provisions of this Item shall not apply to an owner who has qualified 
for and received the special assessment level for persons sixty-five years of age or older 
or to such owner’s surviving spouse as described in Item (2)(a)(i) of this Paragraph or for 
an owner who is permanently totally disabled as provided for in Subitem (i)(dd) of this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any millage rate applied to the special assessment level shall not be 
subject to a limitation.

(2) Provided such owner is qualified for and receives the special assessment 
level, the special assessment level shall remain on the property as long as:

(a)(i) The owner who is sixty-five years of age or older, or that owner’s sur-
viving spouse who is fifty-five years of age or older or who has minor children, remains 
the owner of the property.

(ii) The owner who has a service-connected disability of fifty percent or 
more, or that owner’s surviving spouse who is forty-five years of age or older or who has 
minor children, remains the owner of the property.

(iii) The spouse of the owner who is killed in action remains the owner of the 
property.

(iv) The first day of the tax year following the tax year in which an owner 
who was missing in action or was a prisoner of war for a period exceeding ninety days is 
no longer missing in action or a prisoner of war.

(v) Even if the ownership interest of any surviving spouse or spouse of an 
owner who is missing in action as provided for in this Subparagraph is an interest in 
usufruct.

(b) The value of the property does not increase more than twenty-five per-
cent because of construction or reconstruction.

(3) A new or subsequent owner of the property may claim a special assess-
ment level when eligible under this Section. The new owner is not necessarily entitled to 
the same special assessment level on the property as when that property was owned by 
the previous owner.

(4)(a) The special assessment level on property that is sold shall automat-
ically expire on the last day of December in the year prior to the year that the property 
is sold. The property shall be immediately revalued at fair market value by the assessor 
and shall be assessed by the assessor on the assessment rolls in the year it was sold at the 
assessment level provided for in Article VII, Section 32 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

(b) This new assessment level shall remain in effect until changed as provid-
ed by this Section or this Constitution.

(5)(a) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in this 
Paragraph who is unable to occupy the homestead on or before December thirty-first of a 
future calendar year due to damage or destruction of the homestead caused by a disaster 
or emergency declared by the governor shall be entitled to keep the special assessment 
level of the homestead prior to its damage or destruction on the repaired or rebuilt home-
stead provided the repaired or rebuilt homestead is reoccupied by the owner within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster. The assessed value 
of the land and buildings on which the homestead was located prior to its damage shall 
not be increased above its assessed value immediately prior to the damage or destruction 
described in this Subsubparagraph. If the property owner receives a homestead exemp-
tion on another homestead during the same five-year period, the damaged or destroyed 
property shall not be entitled to keep the special assessment level, and the land and 
buildings shall be assessed in that year at the percentage of fair market value set forth in 
this constitution. In addition, the owner shall also maintain the homestead exemption set 
forth in Article VII, Section 34(A)(10) to qualify for the special assessment level in this 
Subsubparagraph.

(b) Any owner entitled to the special assessment level set forth in Subsub-
paragraph (a) of this Subparagraph who is unable to reoccupy his homestead within five 
years from December thirty-first of the year following the disaster shall be eligible for 
an extension of the special assessment level on the homestead for a period not to exceed 
two years. A homeowner shall be eligible for this extension only if the homeowner’s 
damage claim is filed and pending in a formal appeal process with any federal, state, or 
local government agency or program offering grants or assistance for repairing or re-
building damaged or destroyed homes as a result of the disaster, or if a homeowner has a 
damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the property. The homeowner shall 
apply for this extension of the special assessment level with the assessor of the parish 
in which the homestead is located. The assessor shall require the homeowner to provide 
official documentation from the government agency or program evidencing the home-
owner’s participation in the formal appeal process or official documentation evidencing 
the homeowner has a damage claim filed and pending against the insurer of the damaged 
property, as provided by law.

(c) After expiration of the extension authorized in Subsubparagraph (b) of 
this Subparagraph, an assessor shall have the authority to grant on a case-by-case basis 
up to three additional one-year extensions of the special assessment level as prescribed 
by law.

(6)(a) A trust shall be eligible for the special assessment level as provided by 
law.

(b) If a trust would have been eligible for the special assessment level 

pursuant to this Subparagraph prior to the most recent reappraisal, the total assessment 
of the property held in trust shall be the assessed value on the last appraisal before the 
reappraisal.

(A) Public lands and other public property used for public purposes. Land 
or property owned by another state or owned by a political subdivision of another state 
shall not be exempt under this Paragraph.

(B)(1)(a)(i) Property owned by a nonprofit corporation or association 
organized and operated exclusively for religious, dedicated places of burial, charitable, 
health, welfare, fraternal, or educational purposes, no part of the net earnings of which 
inure to the benefit of any private shareholder or member thereof and that is declared to 
be exempt from federal or state income tax; and 

(ii) Medical equipment leased for a term exceeding five years to such a 
nonprofit corporation or association that owns or operates a small, rural hospital and that 
uses the equipment solely for health care purposes at the hospital, provided that the prop-
erty shall be exempt only during the term of the lease to such corporation or association, 
and further provided that “small, rural hospital” shall mean a hospital that meets all of 
the following criteria:

(aa) It has less than fifty Medicare-licensed acute care beds.
(bb) It is located in a municipality with a population of less than ten 

thousand that has been classified as an area with a shortage of health manpower by the 
United States Health Service; and

(b) Property leased to such a nonprofit corporation or association for use 
solely as housing for homeless persons, as defined by regulation adopted by the tax 
commission or its successor provided that the term of such lease shall be for at least five 
years, that as a condition of entering into the lease the property be in compliance with all 
applicable health and sanitation codes for use as housing for homeless persons, that the 
lease shall provide that compensation to be paid the lessor shall not exceed one dollar per 
year, and that such contract of lease shall recite that the property shall be used exclusive-
ly for the purpose of housing the homeless, and further provided that at such time as the 
property is no longer used solely as housing for homeless persons, the property shall no 
longer be exempt from taxation;

(2) Property of a bona fide labor organization representing its members or 
affiliates in collective bargaining efforts; and

(3) Property of an organization such as a lodge or club organized for 
charitable and fraternal purposes and practicing the same, and property of a nonprofit 
corporation devoted to promoting trade, travel, and commerce, and also property of a 
trade, business, industry or professional society or association, if that property is owned 
by a nonprofit corporation or association organized under the laws of this state for such 
purposes.

(4)(a) None of the property listed in this Paragraph shall be exempt if owned, 
operated, leased, or used for commercial purposes unrelated to the exempt purposes of 
the corporation or association.

(b)(i) None of the property listed in this Paragraph shall be exempt if the 
property is owned by a nonprofit corporation or association and the governing authority 
of the municipality or parish in which the property is located determines all of the 
following:

(aa) The property is leased as housing, is in a state of disrepair, and manifests 
conditions which endanger the health or safety of the public.

(bb) The owner of the property habitually neglects maintenance of the prop-
erty as evidenced by three or more sustained code enforcement violations issued for the 
property in the prior twelve months for matters that endanger the health or safety of res-
idents of the property or of persons in the area surrounding the property. For purposes of 
this Item, matters deemed to endanger health or safety include structural instability due 
to deterioration; injurious or toxic ventilation; contaminated or inoperable water supply; 
holes, breaks, rotting materials, or mold in walls; roof defects that admit rain; unsecured 
overhang extensions in danger of collapse; a hazardous electrical system; improper con-
nection of fuel-burning appliances or equipment; an inactive or inoperable fire detection 
system; an unsecured or contaminated swimming pool; or any combination of these.

(ii) An ad valorem tax exemption denied or revoked pursuant to the provi-
sions of Item (i) of this Subsubparagraph may be issued or reinstated if the governing 
authority of the municipality or parish in which the property is located determines that 
the conditions enumerated in Item (i) of this Subsubparagraph no longer exist.

(C)(1) Cash on hand or deposit;
(2) stocks and bonds, except bank stocks, the tax on which shall be paid by 

the banking institution;
(3) obligations secured by mortgage on property located in Louisiana and the 

notes or other evidence thereof;
(4) loans by life insurance companies to policyholders, if secured solely by 

their policies;
(5) the legal reserve of domestic life insurance companies;
(6) loans by a homestead or building and loan association to its members, if 

secured solely by stock of the association;
(7) debts due for merchandise or other articles of commerce or for services 

rendered;
(8) obligations of the state or its political subdivisions;
(9) personal property used in the home or on loan in a public place;
(10) irrevocably dedicated places of burial held by individuals for purposes 

of burial of themselves or members of their families;
(11) agricultural products while owned by the producer, agricultural ma-

chinery and other implements used exclusively for agricultural purposes, animals on the 
farm, and property belonging to an agricultural fair association;

(12) property used for cultural, Mardi Gras carnival, or civic activities and 
not operated for profit to the owners;

(13) rights-of-way granted to the State Department of Highways;
(14) boats using gasoline as motor fuel;
(15) commercial vessels used for gathering seafood for human consumption; 

and
(16) ships and oceangoing tugs, towboats, and barges engaged in interna-

tional trade and domiciled in Louisiana ports. However, this exemption shall not apply to 
harbor, wharf, shed, and other port dues or to any vessel operated in the coastal trade of 
the states of the United States.

(17) Materials, boiler fuels, and energy sources used by public utilities to 
fuel the generation of electricity.

(18) All incorporeal movables of any kind or nature whatsoever, except 
public service properties, bank stocks, and credit assessments on premiums written in 
Louisiana by insurance companies and loan and finance companies. For purposes of this 
Section, incorporeal movables shall have the meaning set forth in the Louisiana Civil 
Code of 1870, as amended.

(19) All artwork including sculptures, glass works, paintings, drawings, 
signed and numbered posters, photographs, mixed media, collages, or any other item 
which would be considered as the material result of a creative endeavor which is listed as 
a consignment article by an art dealer.

(D)(1) Raw materials, goods, commodities, and articles imported into this 
state from outside the states of the United States:

(a) so long as the imports remain on the public property of the port authority 
or docks of the common carrier where they first entered this state;

(b) so long as the imports (other than minerals and ores of the same kind 
as any mined or produced in this state and manufactured articles) are held in this state 
in the original form in bales, sacks, barrels, boxes, cartons, containers, or other original 
packages, and raw materials held in bulk as all or a part of the new material inventory of 
manufacturers or processors, solely for manufacturing or processing; or

(c) so long as the imports are held by an importer in any public or private 
storage in the original form in bales, sacks, barrels, boxes, cartons, containers, or other 
original packages and agricultural products in bulk. This exemption shall not apply to 
these imports when held by a retail merchant as part of his stock-in-trade for sale at 
retail.

(2) Raw materials, goods, commodities, and other articles being held on the 
public property of a port authority, on docks of any common carrier, or in a warehouse, 
grain elevator, dock, wharf, or public storage facility in this state for export to a point 
outside the states of the United States.

(3) Goods, commodities, and personal property in public or private storage 
while in transit through this state which are moving in interstate commerce through or 
over the territory of the state or which are in public or private storage within Louisiana, 
having been shipped from outside Louisiana for storage in transit to a final destination 
outside Louisiana, whether such destination was specified when transportation began or 
afterward.

Property described in Paragraph (D), whether or not entitled to exemption, 
shall be reported to the proper taxing authority on the forms required by law.

(E) Motor vehicles used on the public highways of this state, from state, 
parish, municipal, and special ad valorem taxes.

(F) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Section, the State Board 
of Commerce and Industry or its successor, with the approval of the governor, may 
enter into contracts for the exemption from ad valorem taxes of a new manufacturing 
establishment or an addition to an existing manufacturing establishment, on such terms 
and conditions as the board, with the approval of the governor, deems in the best interest 
of the state.

The exemption shall be for an initial term of no more than five calendar 
years, and may be renewed for an additional five years. All property exempted shall be 
listed on the assessment rolls and submitted to the Louisiana Tax Commission or its 
successor, but no taxes shall be collected thereon during the period of exemption.

The terms “manufacturing establishment” and “addition” as used herein 
mean a new plant or establishment or an addition or additions to any existing plant or es-
tablishment which engages in the business of working raw materials into wares suitable 
for use or which gives new shapes, qualities or combinations to matter which already has 
gone through some artificial process.

(G) Coal or lignite stockpiled in Louisiana for use in Louisiana for industrial 
or manufacturing purposes or for boiler fuel, gasification, feedstock, or process purposes.

(H) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this constitution, the State 
Board of Commerce and Industry or its successor, with the approval of the governor 
and the local governing authority and in accordance with procedures and conditions 
provided by law, may enter into contracts granting to a property owner, who proposes the 
expansion, restoration, improvement, or development of an existing structure or struc-
tures in a downtown, historic, or economic development district established by a local 
governing authority or in accordance with law, the right for an initial term of five years 
after completion of the work to pay ad valorem taxes based upon the assessed valuation 
of the property for the year prior to the commencement of the expansion, restoration, im-
provement, or development. Contracts may be renewed, subject to the same conditions, 
for an additional five years extending such right for a total of ten years from completion 
of the work.

(I)(1) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Section, the authority 
or district charged with economic development of each parish is hereby authorized to en-
ter into contracts for the exemption from parish, municipal, and special ad valorem taxes 
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of goods held in inventory by distribution centers. In the absence of the existence of an 
economic development authority or district, the parish governing authority is authorized 
to grant contracts of exemption as are provided for in this Paragraph.

(2) The contract for exemption shall be on such terms and to the extent, up to 
and including the full assessed valuation of the goods held in inventory, as the economic 
development authority or district deems in the best interest of the parish. However, prior 
to entering into each individual contract, the economic development authority or district 
must request and receive written approval of the contract, including its terms and an 
estimated fiscal impact, from each affected tax recipient body in the parish, as evidenced 
by a favorable vote of a majority of the members of the governing authority of the tax 
recipient body. Failure to receive all required approvals from the tax recipient bodies 
before entering into a contract shall render the contract null and void and of no effect.

(3) The term “distribution center” as used herein means an establishment en-
gaged in the sale of products for resale or further processing for resale. The term “goods 
held in inventory” as used herein means goods or products which have been given new 
shapes, qualities, or combinations through some artificial process and does not include 
raw materials such as natural gas, crude oil, sulphur, or timber or goods or products held 
for sale to consumers.

(J)(1) Drilling rigs used exclusively for the exploration and development of 
minerals outside the territorial limits of the state in Outer Continental Shelf waters which 
are within the state for the purpose of being stored or stacked for use outside the territo-
rial limits of the state, or for the purpose of being converted, renovated, or repaired, and 
any property in the state for the purpose of being incorporated in, or to be used in the 
operation of said drilling rigs.

(2) The exemption provided in this Paragraph shall be applicable in any par-
ish in which the exemption has been approved by a majority of the electors of the parish 
voting thereon at an election called for that purpose.

(K)(1)(a) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand 
five hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next two thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property receiving the homestead exemption 
that is owned and occupied by a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 
fifty percent or more but less than seventy percent by the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a 
deceased veteran with a service-connected disability rating of fifty percent or more but 
less than seventy percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be 
eligible for this exemption if the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the 
property, whether or not the exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of 
the veteran. If property eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph 
has an assessed value in excess of ten thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall 
apply to the assessment in excess of ten thousand dollars.

(b) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the next four thousand five hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of property owned and occupied by a veteran with a 
service-connected disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred 
percent by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from ad 
valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-connected 
disability rating of seventy percent or more but less than one hundred percent by the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if the 
surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran. If property 
eligible for the exemption provided for in this Subsubparagraph has an assessed value in 
excess of twelve thousand dollars, ad valorem property taxes shall apply to the assess-
ment in excess of twelve thousand dollars.

(c) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, the remaining assessed valuation 
of property receiving the homestead exemption that is owned and occupied by a veteran 
with a service-connected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or to-
tally disabled by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be exempt from 
ad valorem taxation. The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-con-
nected disability rating of one hundred percent unemployability or totally disabled by 
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs shall be eligible for this exemption if 
the surviving spouse occupies and remains the owner of the property, whether or not the 
exemption was in effect on the property prior to the death of the veteran.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, the 
property assessment of a property for which an exemption established pursuant to this 
Paragraph has been claimed, to the extent of the applicable exemption, shall not be 
treated as taxable property for purposes of any subsequent reappraisals and valuation for 
millage adjustment purposes pursuant to Section 23(B) of this Article.The decrease in 
the total amount of ad valorem tax collected by a taxing authority as a result of the ex-
emption shall be absorbed by the taxing authority and shall not create any additional tax 
liability for other taxpayers in the taxing district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal 
and valuation or millage adjustment. Implementation of the exemption authorized in this 
Paragraph shall neither trigger nor be cause for a reappraisal of property or an adjustment 
of millages pursuant to the provisions of Section 23(B) of this Article.

(3) A trust shall be eligible for the exemption provided for in this Paragraph 
as provided by law.

(L)(1) Except as otherwise provided herein, property owned or leased by, 
and used by, a targeted non-manufacturing business in the operation of its facility, in-
cluding buildings, improvements, equipment, and other property necessary or beneficial 
to such operation, according to a program and pursuant to contracts of exemption which 
contain such terms and conditions which shall be provided by law. Land underlying the 
facility and other property pertaining to the facility on which ad valorem taxes have 
previously been paid, inventories, consumables, and property eligible for the manufac-
turing exemption provided by Paragraph (F) of this Section, shall not be exempt under 
this Paragraph.

(2) Ad valorem taxes shall apply to the assessed valuation of the first ten 
million dollars or ten percent of fair market value, whichever is greater, and this amount 
of property shall not be exempt under this Paragraph.

(3) A targeted non-manufacturing business means at least fifty percent of 
such business’ total annual sales from a site or sites in the state is to out-of-state cus-
tomers or buyers, or to in-state customers or buyers but the product or service is resold 
by the purchaser to an out-of-state customer or buyer for ultimate use, or to the federal 
government, or any combination thereof. The legislature may provide by law for the in-
clusion of sales by affiliates when appropriate in making this fifty percent determination.

(4) A contract for the exemption shall be available only in parishes which 
have agreed to participate, in the manner provided by the legislature by law.

(M) There is hereby established an exemption from ad valorem tax for the 
total assessed value of the homestead of the unmarried surviving spouse of a person who 
died under the conditions enumerated in Subsubparagraph (1)(a) or (b) of this Paragraph, 
and if the conditions established in Subsubparagraph (1)(c) of this Paragraph are met.

(1)(a) For ad valorem taxes due in 2017 and thereafter, the exemption shall 
apply beginning in the tax year in which any of the following persons died or 2017, 
whichever is later:

(i) A member of the armed forces of the United States or the Louisiana 
National Guard who died while on active duty.

(ii) A state police officer who died while on duty.
(iii) A law enforcement or fire protection officer who qualified for the salary 

supplement authorized in Section 10(D)(3) of this Article who died while on duty.
(b) For ad valorem taxes due in 2018 and thereafter, the exemption shall ap-

ply beginning in the tax year in which any of the following persons died or 2018,which-
ever is later:

(i) An emergency medical responder, technician, or paramedic, as such terms 
may be defined by law, who died while performing the duties of their employment.

(ii) A volunteer firefighter, verified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal to 
have died while performing firefighting duties.

(iii) A law enforcement or fire protection officer who died while on duty and 
who would have qualified for the salary supplement authorized in Section 10(D)(3) of 
this Article if he had completed the first year of his employment before his death.

(c)(i) The property is eligible for the homestead exemption and the property 
was the residence of a person listed within Subsubparagraph (a) or (b) of this Subpara-
graph at the time of that person’s death.

(ii) The surviving spouse has not remarried.
(iii) The surviving spouse annually provides evidence of their eligibility 

for the exemption in accordance with the requirements of Subparagraph (2) of this 
Paragraph.

(2) Each assessor shall establish a procedure whereby a person may annually 
apply for the exemption. Eligibility for the exemption shall be established by the produc-
tion of documents and certification of information by the surviving spouse to the assessor 
as follows:

(a) In an initial application for the exemption, the surviving spouse shall pro-
duce documentation issued by their deceased spouse’s employer evidencing the death.

(b) For purposes of the continuation of an existing exemption, the surviving 
spouse shall annually provide a sworn statement to the assessor attesting to the fact that 
the surviving spouse has not remarried.

(3) Once an unmarried surviving spouse has qualified for and taken the 
exemption, if the surviving spouse then acquires a different property which qualifies 
for the homestead exemption, the surviving spouse shall be entitled to an exemption on 
that subsequent homestead, the exemption being limited in value to the amount of the 
exemption claimed on the prior homestead in the last year for which the exemption was 
claimed. The assessor may require the submission of certain information concerning the 
amount of the exemption on the prior homestead for purposes of determining the extent 
of the exemption available for the subsequent homestead.

(4) A trust shall be eligible for the exemption provided for in this Paragraph 
as provided by law.

(N)(1) All property delivered to a construction project site for the purpose 
of incorporating the property into any tract of land, building, or other construction as a 
component part, including the type of property that may be deemed to be a component 
part once placed on an immovable for its service and improvement pursuant to the pro-
visions of the Louisiana Civil Code of 1870, as amended. The exemption provided for 
in this Paragraph shall be applicable until the construction project for which the property 
has been delivered is complete. A construction project shall be deemed complete when 
construction is finished to the extent that the project can be used or occupied for its 
intended purpose. A construction project shall not be deemed complete during its inspec-
tion, testing, or commissioning stages, as defined by reasonable industry standards.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph, 
this exemption shall not apply to any of the following:

(a) Any portion of a construction project that is complete, available for its 
intended use, or operational on the date that property is assessed.

(b) For projects constructed in two or more distinct phases, any phase of the 
construction project that is complete, available for its intended use, or operational on the 
date the property is assessed.

(c) Any public service property, unless the public service property is other-
wise eligible for an exemption provided by any other provision of this constitution.

(O)(1) In addition to the homestead exemption authorized pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 20 of this Article, which applies to the first seven thousand five 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation of property, a parish governing authority may 
approve an ad valorem tax exemption of up to two thousand five hundred dollars of the 
assessed valuation of property receiving the homestead exemption that is owned and 
occupied by a qualified first responder.

(2) For the purposes of this Paragraph, “first responder” shall mean a 
volunteer firefighter who has completed within the tax year no fewer than twenty-four 
hours of firefighter continuing education and is an active member of the Louisiana 
State Firemen’s Association or is on the departmental personnel roster of the Volunteer 
Firefighter Insurance Program of the office of state fire marshal. For the purposes of this 
Paragraph, “first responder” shall also mean a full-time public employee whose duties 
include responding rapidly to an emergency and who resides in the same parish in which 
their employer is located. The term includes the following:

(a) Peace officer, which means any sheriff, police officer, or other person 
deputized by proper authority to serve as a peace officer.

(b) Fire protection personnel.
(c) An individual certified as emergency medical services personnel.
(d) An emergency response operator or emergency services dispatcher who 

provides communication support services for an agency by responding to requests for 
assistance in emergencies.

(3) The exemption provided for in this Paragraph shall only apply in a parish 
if it is approved by the parish governing authority.

(4) Each tax assessor shall establish a procedure whereby a person may 
annually apply for the exemption which shall include the production of documents by 
the first responder. In the application for the exemption, the first responder shall produce 
documentation issued by his employer evidencing employment for the taxable period for 
which the exemption is being requested.

(5) Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, any 
decrease in the total amount of ad valorem tax collected by the taxing authority as a re-
sult of an ad valorem tax exemption granted pursuant to this Paragraph shall be absorbed 
by the taxing authority and shall not create any additional tax liability for other taxpayers 
in the taxing district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal and valuation or millage 
adjustment. Implementation of the exemption authorized in this Paragraph shall neither 
trigger nor be cause for a reappraisal of property or an adjustment of millages.
§36. Ad valorem tax; Business inventory tax exemption prohibition

Section 36. Notwithstanding any provision of this constitution to the 
contrary, the legislature shall not enact any law mandating any taxing authority to 
exempt business inventory from ad valorem tax. For purposes of this Section, “business 
inventory” means the aggregate of those items of tangible personal property that are held 
for sale in the ordinary course of business, are currently in the process of production for 
subsequent sale, or are to physically become a part of the production of such goods.
§37. Ad Valorem Tax Exemption Funding

Section 37. There shall be a one-time payment from the Revenue Stabiliza-
tion Trust Fund to each parish that elects to irrevocably exempt, in accordance with law, 
business inventory from ad valorem tax. Any payment made pursuant to this Section 
shall be disbursed by the treasurer to the tax collector of the parish. The tax collector 
shall distribute the monies pro rata to each taxing authority that levies an ad valorem tax 
within the parish. The amount of the payment shall be calculated as provided by law and 
certified by the Department of Revenue. Notwithstanding any provision of this consti-
tution to the contrary, monies shall be disbursed by the treasurer to the collector within 
thirty days of receipt of a certification from the secretary of the Department of Revenue 
that the parish has 
irrevocably elected to exempt business inventory from ad valorem tax.
§22. §38. No Impairment of Existing Taxes or Obligations

Section 22. Section 38. This Part Nothing in this constitution or in law shall 
not be applied in a manner which will (a) invalidate taxes authorized and imposed prior 
to the effective date of this constitution or (b) impair the obligations, validity, or security 
of any bonds or other debt obligations authorized prior to the effective date of this con-
stitution or any amendment to this Article.
§23. Adjustment of Ad Valorem Tax Millages

Section 23.(A) First Adjustment. Prior to the end of the third year after the 
effective date of this constitution, the assessors and the Louisiana Tax Commission or 
its successor shall complete determination of the fair market value or the use value of 
all property subject to taxation within each parish for use in implementing this Article. 
Except as provided in this Section, the total amount of ad valorem taxes collected by any 
taxing authority in the year in which Sections 18 and 20 of this Article are implemented 
shall not be increased or decreased, because of their provisions, above or below ad valor-
em taxes collected by that taxing authority in the year preceding implementation. To ac-
complish this result, it shall be mandatory for each affected taxing authority, in the year 
in which Sections 18 and 20 of this Article are implemented, to adjust millages upwards 
or downwards without regard to millage limitations contained in this constitution, and 
the maximum authorized millages shall be increased or decreased, without further voter 
approval, in proportion to the amount of the adjustment upward or downward. Thereaf-
ter, such millages shall remain in effect unless changed as permitted by this constitution.

(B) Subsequent Adjustments. Except as otherwise permitted in this Section, 
the total amount of ad valorem taxes collected by any taxing authority in the year in 
which the reappraisal and valuation provisions of Section 18, Paragraph (F) of this 
Article are implemented shall not be increased or decreased because of a reappraisal or 
valuation or increases or decreases in the homestead exemption above or below the total 
amount of ad valorem taxes collected by that taxing authority in the year preceding im-
plementation of the reappraisal and valuation. To accomplish this result, the provisions 
of millage adjustments relative to implementation of Section 18 and Section 20 of this 
Article, as set forth in Paragraph (A) of this Section shall be mandatory. Thereafter, fol-
lowing implementation of each subsequent reappraisal and valuation required by Para-
graph (F) of Section 18 of this Article, the millages as fixed in each such implementation 
shall remain in effect unless changed as permitted by Paragraph (C) of this Section.

(C) Increases Permitted. Nothing herein shall prohibit a taxing authority 
from collecting, in the year in which Sections 18 and 20 of this Article are implemented 
or in any subsequent year, a larger dollar amount of ad valorem taxes by (1) levying 
additional or increased millages as provided by law or (2) placing additional property on 
the tax rolls. Increases in the millage rate in excess of the rates established as provided 
by Paragraph (B) above but not in excess of the prior year’s maximum authorized mill-
age rate may be levied by two-thirds vote of the total membership of a taxing authority 
without further voter approval but only after a public hearing held in accordance with 
the open meetings law; however, in addition to any other requirements of the open 
meetings law, public notice of the time, place, and subject matter of such hearing shall be 
published on two separate days no less than thirty days before the public hearing. Such 
public notice shall be published in the official journal of the taxing authority, and another 
newspaper with a larger circulation within the taxing authority than the official journal of 
the taxing authority, if there is one.

(D) Application. This Section shall not apply to millages required to be 
levied for the payment of general obligation bonds.
§24. §39. Tax Assessors

Section 24. Section 39.(A) Election; Term. A tax assessor shall be elected by 
the electors of each parish. His The term of office shall be four years. His A tax asses-
sor’s election, duties, and compensation shall be as provided by law. 

(B) Orleans Parish. The assessor shall be elected at the same time as the 
municipal officers of New Orleans.

(C) Vacancy. When a vacancy occurs in the office of tax assessor, the duties 
of the office, until filled by election as provided by law, shall be assumed by the chief 
deputy assessor.
§25. §40. Tax Sales Administration

Section 25. Section 40.(A) Tax Sales Immovables. (1) There shall be no 
forfeiture of property for nonpayment of taxes. However, the assessment of ad valorem 
taxes and other impositions on immovable property shall constitute a lien and privilege 
on the property assessed in favor of the political subdivision to which taxes and other im-
positions are owed. The legislature shall provide, by law, for the efficient administration 
of tax sales, which shall include at a minimum:

(a) Imposition of interest on the delinquent taxes and other impositions not to 
exceed one percent per month on a noncompounding basis.

(b) Imposition of penalty not to exceed five percent of the delinquent taxes 
and other impositions.

(c) A period of time during which the lien cannot be enforced.
(d) A procedure for claiming the excess proceeds from the sale of the proper-

ty, as a result of the enforcement of the lien.
(2) The legislature may, by law, provide authority to the tax collector to 

waive penalties for good cause.
at the expiration of the year in which the taxes are due, the collector, without suit, and 
after giving notice to the delinquent in the manner provided by law, shall advertise for 
sale the property on which the taxes are due. The advertisement shall be published in 
the official journal of the parish or municipality, or, if there is no official journal, as 
provided by law for sheriffs’ sales, in the manner provided for judicial sales. On the day 
of sale, the collector shall sell the portion of the property which the debtor points out. If 
the debtor does not point out sufficient property, the collector shall sell immediately the 
least quantity of property which any bidder will buy for the amount of the taxes, interest, 
and costs. The sale shall be without appraisement. A tax deed by a tax collector shall be 
prima facie evidence that a valid sale was made.

(2) If property located in a municipality with a population of more than four 
hundred fifty thousand persons as of the most recent federal decennial census fails to sell 
for the minimum required bid in the tax sale, the collector may offer the property for sale 
at a subsequent sale with no minimum required bid. The proceeds of the sale shall be 
applied to the taxes, interest, and costs due on the property, and any remaining deficiency 
shall be eliminated from the tax rolls.

(B) Redemption. (1) The property sold shall be redeemable for three years 
after the date of recordation of the tax sale, by paying the price given, including costs, 
five percent penalty thereon, and interest at the rate of one percent per month until 
redemption.

(2) In the city of New Orleans, when such property sold is residential or 
commercial property which is abandoned property as defined by R.S. 33:4720.12(1) 
or blighted property as defined by Act 155 of the 1984 Regular Session, it shall be 
redeemable for eighteen months after the date of recordation of the tax sale by payment 
in accordance with Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph.

(3) In any parish other than Orleans, when such property sold is vacant 
residential or commercial property which has been declared blighted, as defined by R.S. 
33:1374(B)(1) on January 1, 2013, or abandoned, as defined by R.S. 33:4720.59(D)(2) 
on January 1, 2013, it shall be redeemable for eighteen months after the date of recorda-
tion of the tax sale by payment in accordance with

Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph.
(C) Annulment. No sale of property for taxes shall be set aside for any cause, 

except on proof of payment of the taxes prior to the date of the sale, unless the proceed-
ing to annul is instituted within six months after service of notice of sale. A notice of sale 
shall not be served until the final day for redemption has ended. It must be served within 
five years after the date of the recordation of the tax deed if no notice is given. The fact 
that taxes were paid on a part of the property sold prior to the sale thereof, or that a 
part of the property was not subject to taxation, shall not be cause for annulling the sale 
of any part thereof on which the taxes for which it was sold were due and unpaid. No 
judgment annulling a tax sale shall have effect until the price and all taxes and costs are 
paid, and until ten percent per annum interest on the amount of the price and taxes paid 
from date of respective payments are paid to the purchaser; however, this shall not apply 
to sales annulled because the taxes were paid prior to the date of sale.

(D) Quieting Tax Title. The manner of notice and form of proceeding to quiet 
tax titles shall be provided by law.

(E)(B)(1) Movables; Tax Sales. When taxes on movables are delinquent, the 
tax collector shall seize and sell sufficient movable property of the delinquent taxpayer 
to pay the tax, whether or not the property seized is the property which was assessed. 
Sale of the property shall be at public auction, without appraisement, after ten days 
advertisement, published within ten days after date of seizure. It shall be absolute and 
without redemption.

(2) If the tax collector can find no corporeal movables of the delinquent to 
seize, he may levy on incorporeal rights, by notifying the debtor thereof, or he may pro-
ceed by summary rule in the courts to compel the delinquent to deliver for sale property 
in his possession or under his control.

(F)(C) Postponement of Taxes. The legislature may postpone the payment of 
taxes, but only in cases of an emergency declared by the governor or a parish president 
pursuant to the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and Disaster 
Act, overflow, general conflagration, general crop destruction, or other public calamity, 
and may provide for the levying, assessing, and collecting of such postponed taxes. In 
such case, the legislature may authorize the borrowing of money by the state on its faith 
and credit, by bond issue or otherwise, and may levy taxes, or apply taxes already levied 
and not appropriated, to secure payment thereof, in order to create a fund from which 
loans may be made through the Interim Emergency Board to the governing authority 
of the parish where the calamity occurs taxes are postponed. The money loaned shall 
be applied to and shall not exceed the deficiency in revenue of the parish or a political 
subdivision therein or of which the parish is a part, caused by postponement of taxes. No 
loan shall be made to a parish governing authority without the approval of the Interim 
Emergency Board.

PART III. REVENUE SHARING
§26. §41. Revenue Sharing Fund

Section 26. Section 41.(A) Creation of Fund. The Revenue Sharing Fund is 
created as a special fund in the state treasury.

(B) Annual Allocation. The sum of ninety million dollars is shall be allocated 
annually from the state general fund to the revenue sharing fund. The legislature may 
appropriate additional sums to the fund.

(C) Distribution Formula. The revenue sharing fund shall be distributed 
annually as provided by law solely on the basis of population and number of homesteads 
in each parish in proportion to population and the number of homesteads throughout the 
state. Unless otherwise provided by law, population statistics of the last federal decennial 
census shall be utilized for this purpose. After deductions in each parish for retirement 
systems and commissions as authorized by law, the remaining funds, to the extent avail-
able, shall be distributed by first priority to the tax recipient bodies within the parish, as 
defined by law, to offset current losses because of the homestead exemptions granted 
exemption permitted in this Article. Any balance remaining in a parish distribution shall 
be allocated to the municipalities and tax recipient bodies within each parish as provided 
by law.

(D) Distributing Officer. The funds distributed to each parish as provided in 
Paragraph (C) shall be distributed in Orleans Parish by the city treasurer of New Orleans 
and in all other parishes by the parish tax collector. The funds allocated to the Monroe 
City School Board or its successor shall be distributed to and by the city treasurer of 
Monroe.

(E) Bonded Debt. A political subdivision, as defined by Article VI of 
this constitution, may incur debt by issuing negotiable bonds and may pledge for the 
payment of all or part of the principal and interest of such bonds the proceeds derived 
or to be derived from that portion of the funds received by it from the revenue sharing 
fund, to offset current losses caused by the homestead exemptions granted exemption 
permitted by this Article. Unless otherwise provided by law, no moneys monies allocated 
within any parish from the balance remaining in its distribution may be pledged to the 
payment of the principal or interest of any bonds. Bonds issued under this Paragraph 
shall be issued and sold as provided by law, and shall require approval of the State Bond 
Commission or its successor prior to issuance and sale.

PART IV. TRANSPORTATION
§27. Transportation Trust Fund

Section 27.(A) Creation of fund. Effective January 1, 1990, there shall be 
established in the state treasury as a special permanent trust fund the Transportation 
Trust Fund (“the trust fund”) in which shall be deposited the “excess revenues” as 
defined herein which are a portion of the avails received in each year from all taxes 
levied on gasoline and motor fuels and on special fuels (said avails being referred to as 
the “revenues”) as provided herein. After satisfying pledges respecting that portion of the 
revenues attributable to the tax rates in effect at the time of such pledges for the payment 
of obligations for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness on the effective date of this 
Section, the treasurer shall allocate such portion of the revenues received in each year as 
necessary to pay all principal, interest, premium, if any, and other obligations incident 
to the issuance, security, and payment in respect of bonds as authorized in Paragraph 
(C) hereof. Thereafter, the portion of the revenues remaining shall be deposited in the 
Bond Security and Redemption Fund in the state treasury. After (1) the payment of any 
obligations for bonds or other evidences of indebtedness in existence on the effective 
date of this Section which are secured by revenues; (2) payments in respect of bonds 
authorized in Paragraph (C) hereof; and (3) credit to the Bond Security and Redemp-
tion Fund, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the trust fund all of the revenues 
remaining (the “excess revenues”) from the avails of all taxes levied on gasoline and 
motor fuels and on special fuels, as follows: for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1989, 
the avails of twelve cents per gallon of said taxes received on and after January 1, 1990; 
for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 1990, the avails of fourteen cents per gallon of 
said taxes; for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 1991, and thereafter, the avails of all 
taxes levied on gasoline and motor fuels and on special fuels. Purchases of gasoline, 
diesel fuel, or special fuels which are subject to excise tax under Chapter 7 of Subtitle II 
of Title 47 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 shall be exempt from the state sales 
tax and any sales tax levied by a political subdivision as defined by Article VI, Section 
44(2).All monies appropriated by the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal 
Aviation Administration, or their successors, either reimbursed or paid directly, shall be 
paid directly or deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(B)(1) Except as provided for in Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, the 
monies in the trust fund shall be appropriated or dedicated solely and exclusively for 
the costs for and associated with construction and maintenance of the roads and bridges 
of the state and federal highway systems, the Statewide Flood-Control Program or its 
successor, ports, airports, transit, and the Parish Transportation Fund or its successor and 
for the payment of all principal, interest, premium, if any, and other obligations incident 
to the issuance, security, and payment in respect of bonds or other obligations payable 
from the trust fund as authorized in Paragraph (D) of this Section. Unless pledged to the 
repayment of bonds authorized in Paragraphs (C) or (D) of this Section, the monies in 
the trust fund allocated to ports, airports, flood control, parish transportation, and state 
highway construction shall be appropriated annually by the legislature only pursuant to 
programs established by law which establish a system of priorities for the expenditure 
of such monies, except that the Transportation Infrastructure Model for Economic De-
velopment, which shall include only those projects enumerated in House Bill 17 of the 
1989 First Extraordinary Session of the Legislature and US Highway 61 from Thompson 
Creek to the Mississippi Line, in lieu of “US 61-Bains to Mississippi Line”, and US 
Highway 165 from I-10 to Alexandria to Monroe to Bastrop and thence on US Highway 
425 from Bastrop to the Arkansas Line, in lieu of “US 165-I-10 Alexandria-Monroe-Bas-
trop-Arkansas Line” and LA 15-Natchez, Mississippi to Chase in lieu of “LA 15-Nat-
chez, Mississippi to Monroe”, shall be funded as provided by law. The state-generated 
tax monies appropriated for ports, Parish Transportation Fund, or its successor, and the 
Statewide Flood-Control Program, or its successor shall not exceed twenty percent annu-
ally of the state-generated tax revenues in the trust fund; provided, however, that no less 
than the avails of one cent of the tax on gasoline and special fuels shall be appropriated 
each year to the Parish Transportation Fund, or its successor. The annual appropriation 
for airports shall be a sum equal to, but not greater than, the annual estimated revenue to 
be derived from the state taxes to be collected and received on aviation fuel. Unencum-
bered and unexpended balances at the end of each fiscal year shall remain in the trust 
fund. The earnings realized in each fiscal year on the investment of monies in the trust 
fund shall be deposited in and credited to the trust fund.

(2) There is hereby established in the Transportation Trust Fund a special 
subfund to be known as the “Construction Subfund”, hereinafter referred to as “the sub-
fund”, in which shall be deposited the avails of any new taxes that become effective and 
are levied on gasoline, motor fuels, or special fuels on or after July 1, 2017. The monies 
in the subfund shall be appropriated and dedicated solely for the direct costs associated 
with actual project delivery, construction, and maintenance of transportation and capital 
transit infrastructure projects of the state and local government. The monies in the 
subfund that are appropriated by the legislature to the Department of Transportation and 
Development, or its successor, shall not be utilized by the department for the payment of 
employee wages and related benefits or employee retirement benefits.

(C) The State Bond Commission or its successor, may issue and sell bonds, 
notes, or other obligations (“Bonds”) secured by a pledge of a portion of the revenues 
not to exceed the avails of four cents per gallon of the taxes on gasoline and motor fuels 
and on special fuels received by the state treasurer. Bonds so issued may also be secured 
by a pledge of all or a portion of excess revenues as additional security therefor, and 
if so pledged any portion thereof needed to pay principal, interest, or premium, if any, 
and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, and payment in respect to Bonds 
may be expended by the treasurer without the need for legislative appropriation. The 
Bonds may be issued in the manner set forth in this Section to provide for the costs for 
and associated with construction and maintenance of the roads and bridges of the state 
and federal highway systems, Statewide Flood-Control Program, ports, airports, and for 
any other purpose for which monies in the trust fund may be expended as provided by 
law. Such Bonds shall not be considered to be debt under Article VII, Section 6, unless 
the provisions of Article VII, Section 6, relative to incurring debt by the state are met, 
in which case the full faith and credit of the state may also be pledged in addition to the 
revenues received by the treasurer.

(D) The State Bond Commission or its successor may also issue and sell 
bonds, notes, or other obligations secured by a pledge of the excess revenues deposited 
in the trust fund, which shall otherwise be issued in the manner and for the purposes 
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provided for in this Section, and if so pledged any portion thereof needed to pay princi-
pal, interest, or premium, if any, and other obligations incident to the issuance, security, 
and payment in respect thereof may be expended by the treasurer without the need for 
legislative appropriation.

(E) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued pursuant to the provisions of 
Paragraphs (C) or (D) above may be issued in the manner provided by resolution of the 
State Bond Commission or its successor under the authority of said Paragraphs without 
compliance with any other requirement of this constitution or law. To that end, said 
Paragraphs (C) and (D) hereof shall be deemed self-operative.

PART V. PART IV. UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
§28. §42. Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund

Section 28. Section 42.(A) Creation of Fund. (1) Effective July 1, 2021, 
there There shall be established in the state treasury as a special permanent trust fund, the 
Louisiana Unclaimed Property Permanent Trust Fund, referred to in this Section as the 
“UCP Permanent Trust Fund”. No appropriation shall be made from the UCP Permanent 
Trust Fund. 

(2) The purpose of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund is to ensure a source of 
payment for claims made by owners of unclaimed property. After allocation of money to 
the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) 13(B) 
of this Constitution, after the payment of all administrative fees, costs, and expenses as 
provided by law, and after the deposit of monies into the Unclaimed Property Leverage 
Fund, the treasurer shall annually deposit in and credit to the UCP Permanent Trust Fund 
the net amount of all monies received as a result of the Uniform Unclaimed Property Act 
of 1997 or its successor.

(3) Realized capital gains, dividend income, and interest income, earned 
on the investments in the UCP Permanent Trust Fund, net of trust fund investment and 
administrative expenses, shall be deposited into the state general fund.

(4) All monies shall be credited to the fund as provided in Subparagraph 
(2) of this Paragraph until the balance in the UCP Permanent Trust Fund equals the 
amount of the state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as reported in the 
previous fiscal year pursuant to Paragraph (C) of this Section. All money received above 
the state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as reported by the state 
treasurer shall be deposited into the state general fund.

(B) Investment and Administration. The money credited to the UCP Perma-
nent Trust Fund pursuant to Paragraph (A) of this Section shall be permanently credited 
to the UCP Permanent Trust Fund and shall be invested by the treasurer. Notwithstand-
ing any provision of this constitution to the contrary, a portion of money in the UCP 
Permanent Trust Fund, not to exceed fifty percent of the money in the UCP Permanent 
Trust Fund, may be invested in equities. The legislature shall establish by law procedures 
for the investment of such monies. The treasurer may contract, subject to the approval 
of the State Bond Commission, for the management of such investments. Investment 
earnings shall be available for appropriation to pay expenses incurred in the investment 
and management of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund.

(C) Reports; Allocation. (1) Not less than sixty days prior to the beginning of 
each regular session of the legislature, the state treasurer shall submit to the legislature 
and the governor a report of the following:

(a) The balance of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund as of the close of the prior 
fiscal year.

(b) The state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as of the 
close of the prior fiscal year.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph, 
not less than sixty days prior to the beginning of the 2022 Regular Session of the legis-
lature, the state treasurer shall submit to the legislature and the governor a report of the 
following:

(a) The balance of the UCP Permanent Trust Fund as of January 1, 2022.
(b) The state’s potential liability to unclaimed property claimants as of the 

close of the prior fiscal year.
(3)(2) If unclaimed property claims exceed receipts, the state treasurer shall 

certify the amount needed to pay received claims and shall allocate sufficient funds 
from the UCP Permanent Trust Fund to pay that amount. The state treasurer shall also 
immediately notify the legislature and governor of the amount transferred from the UCP 
Permanent Trust Fund and amount remaining in the UCP Permanent Trust Fund.

(D) Private Property. Property received by the state pursuant to the Uniform 
Unclaimed Property Act of 1997 or its successor and deposited into the UCP Permanent 
Trust Fund is private property held in trust until a claim is made for it by the owner.

Section 2. Article VII, Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 4.1, 10.1 through 10.3, 10.5 
through 10.9, 10.11 through 10.16, and 10-A of the Constitution of Louisiana are hereby 
repealed in their entirety.

Section 3. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, for the 
remainder of Fiscal Year 2024-2025, in addition to the revenues dedicated by Art. VII, 
Section 15(A)(1) and (3) through (5) of this constitution as provided in this Act, any 
revenues received in Fiscal Year 2024-2025 by the state after the effective date of this 
Section in excess of nine hundred fifty million dollars as a result of the production of or 
exploration for minerals, hereinafter referred to as mineral revenues, including severance 
taxes, royalty payments, bonus payments, or rentals, and excluding such revenues 
designated as nonrecurring pursuant to Article VII, Section 14(B) of the constitution 
as provided in this Act, any such revenues received by the state as a result of grants or 
donations when the terms or conditions thereof require otherwise, and revenues derived 
from any tax on the transportation of minerals, shall be deposited into the Budget Stabili-
zation Fund after the following allocations of the mineral revenues have been made:

(A) To the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided by Article VII, 
Section 13(B) of this constitution, as provided in this Act.

(B) To the political subdivisions as provided in Article VII, Sections 8 (B) 
and (C) of this constitution, as provided in this Act.

(C) To the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund, as provided 
by law.

Section 4. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, for 
Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the annual appropriation from the Transportation Trust Fund for 
airports shall be a sum equal to, but not greater than, the annual estimated revenue to be 
derived from the state taxes to be collected and received on aviation fuel.

Section 5. Within two weeks of the effective date of this Act, the Depart-
ment of Education shall coordinate with the Department of Treasury to certify amounts 
maintained in the Education Excellence Fund held to the credit of a political subdivision 
or school. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act or law to the contrary, including Act 
4 of the 2024 regular session of the legislature, the department shall, within three weeks 
of the effective date of this Act, withdraw an amount equal to the aggregate balances 
certified pursuant to the provisions of this Section and prior to the end of fiscal year 
2024-2025 remit to each entity its certified amount. Notwithstanding any provision of 
this constitution or law to the contrary, monies withdrawn from the treasury pursuant to 
the provisions of this Section may be held in an escrow account at a fiscal agent bank, as 
defined by law, until expended.

Section 6. Within two weeks of the effective date of this Act, the State Board 
of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Board of Regents shall each coordinate 
with the Department of Treasury to certify amounts maintained in the Louisiana Quality 
Education Support Fund held to the agency’s credit within the fund. Notwithstanding any 
provision of this Act or law to the contrary, including Act 4 of the 2024 regular session 
of the legislature, each such agency shall, within three weeks of the effective date of this 
Act, withdraw an amount from the fund equal to its certified balance. Notwithstanding 
any provision of this constitution or law to the contrary, monies withdrawn from the 
treasury pursuant to the provisions of this Section may be held in an escrow account at a 
fiscal agent bank, as defined by law, until expended.

Section 7.(A) Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, any 
transfer to the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana pursuant to the provisions of 
this Act shall be net of amounts needed to satisfy the requirements Sections 5 and 6 of 
this Act and amounts needed to satisfy current year appropriations from the following 
funds:

(1) 	 Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund.
(2) 	 Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.
(3) 	 Education Excellence Fund.
(B) Unexpended monies in each of the funds listed in Paragraph (A) of this 

Section shall be transferred to the state general fund on July 1, 2025. No appropriation 
from any such fund from the current fiscal year shall be carried forward to next fiscal 
year.

Section 8. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, after the 
effective date of this Act, unless or until directed otherwise by law the treasurer shall 
deposit into the state general fund any monies that would have been deposited in or 
credited to the following funds:

(A) 	 Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund.
(B) 	 Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.
(C) 	 Mineral Revenue Audit and Settlement Fund.
(D) 	 Education Excellence Fund.
Section 9. Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, for the 

remainder of Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the treasurer shall allocate severance tax to the 
governing authority of the parish in which severance or production occurs in accordance 
with the provisions of law in effect on July 1, 2024.

Section 10. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025.

Section 11. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used at the 
election, there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall be 
permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposition 
shall read as follows:

Do you support an amendment to revise Article VII of the Constitution of 
Louisiana including revisions to lower the maximum rate of income tax, 
increase income tax deductions for citizens over sixty-five, provide for a 
government growth limit, modify operation of certain constitutional funds, 
provide for property tax exemptions retaining the homestead exemption 
and exemption for religious organizations, provide a permanent teacher 
salary increase by requiring a surplus payment to teacher retirement debt, 
and make other modifications? (Amends Article VII, Sections 1 through 28; 
Adds Article VII, Sections 29 through 42)

Proposed Amendment No. 3
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 3

--------
SENATE BILL NO. 2

BY SENATORS CLOUD AND MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVE VILLIO
A JOINT RESOLUTION

	 Proposing to amend Article V, Section 19 of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative to special juvenile proceedings; to provide relative to crimes com-

mitted by juveniles; to allow adult prosecution for certain felony offenses specified by the 
legislature; and to specify an election for submission of the proposition to electors and 
provide a ballot proposition. 
	 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to amend Article V, Section 19 of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as 
follows: 
§19. Special Juvenile Procedures 
	 Section 19. The determination of guilt or innocence, the detention, 
and the custody of a person who is alleged to have committed a crime prior to 
his seventeenth birthday shall be pursuant to special juvenile procedures which shall be 
provided by law. However, the legislature may (1) by a two-thirds vote of the elected mem-
bers of each house provide that special juvenile procedures shall not apply to juveniles 
arrested for having committed first or second degree murder, manslaughter, aggravated 
rape, armed robbery, aggravated burglary, aggravated kidnapping, attempted first 
degree murder, attempted second degree murder, forcible rape, simple rape, second 
degree kidnapping, a second or subsequent aggravated battery, a second or subsequent 
aggravated burglary, a second or subsequent offense of burglary of an inhabited dwelling, 
or a second or subsequent felony-grade violation of Part X or X-B of Chapter 4 of Title 
40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, involving the manufacture, distribution, 
or possession with intent to distribute controlled dangerous substances certain 
felony offenses provided by law, and (2) by two-thirds vote of the elected mem-
bers of each house lower the maximum ages of persons to whom juvenile procedures 
shall apply, and (3) by two-thirds vote of the elected members of each house establish 
a procedure by which the court of original jurisdiction may waive special juvenile 
procedures in order that adult procedures shall apply in individual cases. The legislature, 
by a majority of the elected members of each house, shall make special provisions for 
detention and custody of juveniles who are subject to the jurisdiction of the district court 
pending determination of guilt or innocence. 
	 Section 2. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025, or a statewide election authorized by law, whichever occurs first. 
	 Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used 
at said election there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the 
state shall be permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as follows: 

Do you support an amendment to provide the legislature the authority to 
determine which felony crimes, when committed by a person under the 
age of seventeen, may be transferred for criminal prosecution as an adult? 
(Amends Article V, Section 19)

Proposed Amendment No. 4
Third Extraordinary Session, 2024

--------
ACT No. 4

--------
SENATE BILL NO. 5

BY SENATOR MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVE MCMAKIN
A JOINT RESOLUTION

	 Proposing to amend Article V, Section 22(B) of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative to judicial elections; to provide for election dates for newly-cre-
ated judgeships or vacancies in office of judge; and to specify an election for 
submission of the proposition to electors and provide a ballot proposition. 
	 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a 
proposal to amend Article V, Section 22(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as 
follows: 
§22. Judges; Election; Vacancy 
	 Section 22.(A) Election.

* * *
	 (B) Vacancy. A newly-created judgeship or a vacancy in the office of a 
judge shall be filled by special election called by the governor and held within twelve 
months on the election date first available pursuant to applicable law after the day on 
which the vacancy occurs or the judgeship is established, except when the vacancy oc-
curs in the last twelve months of an existing term. If the date of the next gubernatorial or 
congressional election is within twelve months of the date when the vacancy occurred, 
then the special election shall be held at the next gubernatorial or congressio-
nal election, if the special election can be held on that date in accordance with 
applicable law. Until the vacancy is filled, the supreme court shall appoint a person 
meeting the qualifications for the office, other than domicile, to serve at its pleasure. 
The appointee shall be ineligible as a candidate at the election to fill the vacancy or 
the newly-created judicial office. No person serving as an appointed judge, other than a 
retired judge, shall be eligible for retirement benefits provided for the elected judiciary. 

* * *
	 Section 2. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on 
March 29, 2025. 
	 Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the official ballot to be used at 
said election there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state 
shall be permitted to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as follows: 

Do you support an amendment to provide for the use of the earliest elec-
tion date to fill judicial vacancies? (Amends Article V, Section 22(B))
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