
OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD
DECLARATION OF PUBLIC EMERGENCY
COVID-19
WHEREAS, on December 31, 2019, officials in China alerted the World 

Health Organization (“WHO”) to several cases of an unknown respiratory 
illness primarily concentrated in the City of Wuhan, Hubei Province; and

WHEREAS, after further investigating the illness and ruling out the 
recurrence of other previously known viruses, officials, on January 7, 2020, 
announced the discovery of a new virus belonging to the coronavirus fam-
ily of viruses (“COVID-19”); and 

WHEREAS, over the following weeks, the Chinese government began 
to report additional cases of the virus, evidencing a propensity of the virus 
to spread throughout China and beyond; and

WHEREAS, by January 30, 2020, approximately eighteen countries, 
outside of China, were reporting cases of the virus, causing the WHO to 
declare the virus a “Public Health Emergency of International Concern;” 
and

WHEREAS, over the following weeks, the virus continued to spread to 
nations around the globe, infecting thousands of individuals; and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the WHO declared the coronavirus 
outbreak a “Global Pandemic;” and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the Governor of the State of Louisiana 
declared a “Public Health Emergency” over the coronavirus outbreak; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States of 
America declared a national emergency due to the coronavirus outbreak; 
and  

WHEREAS, in an attempt to combat the spread of the virus, the Gov-
ernor, on March 13, 2020, ordered the closure of all public elementary and 
secondary schools in Louisiana, beginning on March 16, 2020 and ending 
on April 13, 2020; and   

WHEREAS, many children depend on the services of the Ouachita Par-
ish School Board (“School Board”) for essential services such as the provi-
sion of healthy meals; and

WHEREAS, while the cancellation of school will hopefully serve to 
combat the spread of the virus, such cancellation may put children at risk 
of not receiving enough healthy meals during the prolonged closure; and

WHEREAS, the spread of the virus and its impact on the everyday lives 
of the School Board’s students, faculty, staff, and their family members re-
quires the School Board to take unprecedented steps to combat the spread 
of the virus and to serve the children of Ouachita Parish; and  

WHEREAS, the sudden closure of all schools until April 13, 2020 or 
later has also caused confusion and concern to employees of the school 
district about their ability to continue to be able to support their families 
through receipt of compensation from the School Board.

NOW, THEREFORE, the above recitals considered, the School Board 
desires to utilize its assets in the fight against the coronavirus, as more fully 
set forth below.

*********
AND NOW, CONSIDERING THE FOREGOING, THE SCHOOL 

BOARD HEREBY DECLARES AS FOLLOWS:
BE IT DECLARED, that the Ouachita Parish School Board hereby de-

clares a public emergency due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus.
BE IT FURTHER DECLARED that, notwithstanding any policy or 

rule to the contrary, the School Board hereby confers emergency powers 
upon its Superintendent of Schools, for purposes of leading the School 
Board’s response to the outbreak.  Such emergency powers include, at the 
sole discretion of the Superintendent:

(1) The authority to enter into any agreement or contract, without 
any further Board approval, for the purchase of materials, equipment, sup-
plies, or services for sanitation, cleaning, technology, and other Covid-19 
related services and supplies on behalf of School Board.

(2)  The authority to supply and arrange for the delivery of meals to 
all children of the parish, eighteen (18) years of age or younger, at no costs 
to the child or his/her family.

(3) The authority to continue to pay school employees their regular 
compensation during the period schools are closed.

(4) The authority to adjust curriculum, work schedules, compensa-
tion, and staff assignments without any further Board approval.

(5) The authority to adjust the school calendar.
(6) The authority to apply to BESE, LDOE, and/or USDOE, or any 

other governmental body for waivers of regulations or requirements, the 
compliance of which is impacted by COVID-19.

(7)  The authority to apply for waivers, grants, reimbursements, aid, 
and other Covid-19 related matters on behalf of the School Board.

(8) The authority to provide non-mandatory, supplemental educa-
tional resources to students.

(9) The authority to take any other action reasonably necessary to 
implement the above directives.

BE IT FURTHER DECLARED that the Superintendent is required to 
report, in writing and at reasonable intervals, to the School Board as to the 
amount of expenditures made pursuant to this Declaration, as well as, the 
actions taken by the Superintendent pursuant to this Declaration.

BE IT FURTHER DECLARED that, in accordance with the Gover-
nor’s declaration, any bidding requirements of the Louisiana Public Bid 
Law (La. R.S. 38:2212 et seq.) applicable to any purchases related to the 
School Board’s response to the coronavirus outbreak are hereby suspend-
ed.

BE IT FURTHER DECLARED that this Declaration shall remain in 
effect until withdrawn by the School Board.

BE IT FURTHER DECLARED that notice of the provisions contained 
herein shall be published in the official journal of the Ouachita Parish 
School Board within ten (10) days hereof.

THIS DECLARATION is adopted by the Ouachita Parish School 
Board, at a Special Meeting held on the 17th day of March, 2020 in West 
Monroe, Louisiana.

___________________________      
_____________________________
Dr. Don Coker, Board Secretary      
Mr. Jerry Hicks, Board President
Ouachita Parish School Board
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NOTICE
The Ouachita Parish School Board met in a “Special Called” meeting on 

Tuesday,    March 17, 2020 at six (6:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting 
place, the boardroom of the Ouachita Parish School Board office for the 
intended purpose of discussing and considering to enter into an executive 
session under the provisions of LSA-R.S. 42:17(A)(5) for the purpose of 
taking any and all necessary actions in response to State of Louisiana Exec-
utive Department Proclamation Numbers 25 JBE 2020 and 27 JBE 2020 
and matters related thereto.  Re: Public Health Emergency – COVID – 19.

President Hicks called the meeting to order.
The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy 

Comeaux, Shere May, Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, 
Dabo Graves and Greg Manley. There were none absent.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Dabo Graves.
The Invocation was given by Greg Manley.
On motion by Harold McCoy, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board ap-

proved the Agenda as submitted.  Following an offer for public comment by 
President Hicks, motion unanimously carried.

At 6:03 p.m., at which time, Shere May moved, seconded by Tommy Co-
meaux, that the regular meeting close to the public and the Board go into 
executive session in accordance with the provisions of LSA-R.S. 42:17(A)
(5) for the purpose of discussing issues of taking any and all necessary ac-
tions in response to State of Louisiana Executive Department Proclamation 
numbers 25 JBE 2020 and 27 JBE 2020 and other matters related thereto. 
Re:  Public Health Emergency – COVID – 19.  The following roll-call vote 
was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, 
yes, Jerry Hicks, yes; Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo Graves, yes and Greg Man-
ley, yes.  Motion unanimously carried with seven (7) “yes” votes and no “no” 
votes. 

At 7:34 p.m., the executive session closed, at which time, Scotty Waggon-
er moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the meeting re-open to the public 
and return to regular session.  The following roll-call vote was recorded:  
Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes, Jerry Hicks, 
yes; Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo Graves, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion 
unanimously carried with seven (7) “yes” votes and no “no” votes. 

Harold McCoy moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board amend 
the Agenda to add “The Ouachita Parish School Board Declaration of Pub-
lic Emergency” for discussion and consideration.  Motion unanimously 
carried.

Upon motion by Shere May, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, the Board 
added the proposed “Ouachita Parish School Board Declaration of Public 
Emergency” regarding the (Public Health Emergency – COVID – 19) to the 
Agenda for consideration of adoption.  The following roll-call vote was re-
corded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes, Jerry 
Hicks, yes; Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo Graves, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  

Motion unanimously carried with seven (7) “yes” votes and no “no” votes. 
Following the public reading of The “Declaration of Public Emergency” 

by Superintendent Coker, Scotty Waggoner moved, seconded by Tommy 
Comeaux, that the Board adopt the “Ouachita Parish School Board Dec-
laration of Public Emergency” as presented (a copy of which is on file).  
The following roll-call vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere 
May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes, Jerry Hicks, yes; Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo 
Graves, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  President Hicks offered public com-
ments and the motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

There being no further business to discuss, Tommy Comeaux moved, 
seconded by Greg Manley, that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unan-
imously.

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD
Jerry R. Hicks, President
ATTEST: Don Coker, Secretary /ps
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STATE BOARD OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
OF LOUISIANA
BOARD FINDINGS AND ACTION AGAINST
Ann Jefferies Morris
Certificate No. 19831 (Revoked), Firm Permit No. 3415 (Revoked)
Monroe, Louisiana
Administrative Hearing held November 15, 2019 – Board Decision ren-

dered January 10, 2020
The Board found that Respondent Morris violated the Louisiana Ac-

countancy Act and Board Rules for holding out as a CPA without possess-
ing a valid active CPA License or CPA Firm Permit, failure to return client 
records, violation of the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct, failure to 
communicate with the Board, and failure to cooperate with Board inves-
tigations. The respondent’s CPA certificate and firm permit were revoked, 
she was assessed an administrative fine of $26,000 in addition to the costs 
of the hearing and the Board’s attorney fees, and she was ordered to re-
move the “Certified Public Accountant” sign from outside her office build-
ing.  The Board ordered that a summary of the matter be published in the 
Lagniappe, the respondent’s local newspaper, and on the Board website.

3/12,3/19,3/26
_____________________________________________
PUBLIC NOTICE
Anyone knowing the whereabouts of DESHONE HOLLAWAY, the 

named defendant in a Petition for Custody, filed by Brooklyn Nolan, moth-
er of the minor, Parson K. Nolan, under 4th JDC Docket No. 19-3374, 
please contact L. Scott Patton, Attorney at Law, 506 N. 31st Street, Suite 3, 
Monroe, LA 71201, (318) 388-4935.    

3/19,3/26
_____________________________________________
NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE
On February 3, 2020, in Ouachita Parish, Metro Narcotics Unit seized 

for forfeiture $1,191 U.S. Currency from LeCharles Smith pursuant to 
LSA-R.S.40:2601 et seq. 

The property was seized with respect to the alleged violation of Section 
2603 and 2604 of the Seizure and Controlled Dangerous Substances Prop-
erty Act of 1989 and will be forfeited pursuant to that Act.

If any person desires to contest the forfeiture of this property, they must 
mail a claim to the seizing agency and the District Attorney’s Office, P.O. 
Box 1652, Monroe, LA, 71210 stating your interest in the property. The 
claim must be mailed, certified mail, return receipt requested, within 
thirty (30) days from the date this notice appears in the Ouachita Citizen. 
The seizing agency in this matter is the Metro Narcotics Unit, 500 Natchi-
toches St., West Monroe, LA 71291.

Under R.S.40:2610, the claim shall be in affidavit form, signed by the 
claimant under oath, before one who has authority to administer the oath, 
under penalty of perjury or false swearing. It shall set forth the caption of 
the forfeiture proceedings, the address where the claimant will accept mail, 
the nature and extent of claimant’s interest in the property, the date and 
identity of the transferor/seller, and the circumstances of the claimant’s 
acquisitions, the specific provisions of this law asserting that the property 
is not subject to forfeiture, all essential facts supporting the assertion and 
the specific relief sought.

The failure to timely mail a claim to the seizing agency and the District 
Attorney’s Office will result in forfeiture of the property to the State of Lou-
isiana without further notice or hearing.

STATE OF LOUISIANA  
CYNTHIA P. LAVESPERE
ASST. DISTRICT ATTORNEY
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
TOWN OF STERLINGTON
THIS SHALL SERVE AS NOTICE that the Board of Aldermen for the 

Town of Sterlington, Louisiana, will meet in a regular and legal session on 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. at the Sterlington Town Hall, 503 
Highway 2, Sterlington, Louisiana, to hear any comments or discussions 
on the adoption of the following ordinance(s):

AN ORDINANCE CREATING “ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICT NO. 1 OF THE TOWN OF STERLINGTON, STATE OF LOUI-
SIANA;” DEFINING THE BOUNDARIES THEREOF FROM WHICH 
AREA LOCAL SALES TAX INCREMENTS WILL BE DETERMINED 
AND USED TO FINANCE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AND AS AUTHORIZED BY PART II OF 
CHAPTER 27 OF TITLE 33 OF THE LOUISIANA REVISED STAT-
UTES OF 1950, AS AMENDED; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MAT-
TERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING.

Ordinances may be viewed at the Town Hall during normal business 
hours.  Everyone is urged to attend and voice their comments.

Please contact the Sterlington Town Hall at 318-665-2157 if any assis-
tance is needed.

3/26
_____________________________________________
LEGAL NOTICE
IN RE: SUCCESSION OF ROBBY JARORD PRICE
Probate No. 2019-0753; Parish of Ouachita; State of Louisiana; Fourth 

Judicial District Court
Notice is hereby given that Petitioner and Administrator, Ryan Brooks, 

has applied for authority from the District Court by Petition filed on the 
23rd day of March, 2020, in the above specified Succession of Robby Ja-
rord Price, seeking authority from the Fourth Judicial District Court to (1) 
make a final tableau of distribution, (2) to have the final accounting by the 
Administrator homologated and approved, (3) to have the Administrator, 
Ryan Brooks, discharged as such and the security bond released, and (4) to 
have a Judgment Of Possession issued according to law.

One publication of this “Legal Notice” is required by law.   Any person 
who opposes any of the actions listed above must file notice of their objec-
tion, and the basis thereof, with the Court within seven (7) days of the date 
of this publication of this Legal Notice, or prior to the signing of an order 
by the Court authorizing same, whichever is later.

3/26
_____________________________________________
PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Ouachita Parish Police Jury will hold a Public Hearing at 5:30 p.m. 

on April 6, 2020, concerning proposed Ordinance No. 9330, “An Ordi-
nance designating all parish roads in the various units of Frenchman’s Bend 
Subdivision for use by “golf carts” in accordance with LA. R.S. 32:299.4” 
said hearing to be held in the Ouachita Parish Police Jury Meeting Room 
(Courtroom No. 3) in the Ouachita Parish Courthouse, 301 South Grand, 
Monroe, LA 71201.

All interested parties are urged to attend.
Karen Cupit, Recording Secretary
3/26,4/2
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Ouachita Parish Police Jury will hold a Public Hearing at 5:30 p.m. 

on April 6, 2020, concerning proposed Ordinance No. 9329, “An Ordi-
nance to authorize an Act of Sale by the Parish of Ouachita to sell certain 
adjudicated properties (Parcels 56093) by public auction” said hearing 
to be held in the Ouachita Parish Police Jury Meeting Room (Courtroom 
No. 3) in the Ouachita Parish Courthouse, 301 South Grand, Monroe, LA 
71201.

All interested parties are urged to attend.
Karen Cupit, Recording Secretary
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
HOSPITAL SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1
PARISH OF OUACHITA, STATE OF LOUISIANA
FEBRUARY 18, 2020
CALL TO ORDER

A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners, Hospital Service 
District No. 1 of the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana was called to 
order on February 18, 2020 at 11:35 a.m. at the Wellness Center, 3215 Cy-
press Street, West Monroe, Louisiana, by Mike Mulhearn, Chairman of the 
Board of Commissioners.  All references to the “District” refer to the Hos-
pital Service District No. 1 of the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana.  
All references to the “Foundation” refer to the Living Well Foundation.

INVOCATION
Mr. Mulhearn gave the invocation.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:
Mike Mulhearn, Chairman, Pat Spencer, Vice-Chairman; Randy Gilley; 

and Wade Bishop
ABSENT:
Jeri Beth Watson, Secretary/Treasurer
OTHERS PRESENT:
Missy Oubre, Director of the Wellness Center; Sarah Griffin, Wellness 

Center Accounting; Pam Spencer, Guest Marketing Advisor; HSD Des-
ignated GRMC Board Members, Barry Bell, Blake Wheelis, Rick Guillot; 
and Shelby Ainsworth; Tim Spencer, Guest; and Pat Thompson, Record-
ing Secretary.

REMARKS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DISRICT
Mr. Mulhearn welcomed our Glenwood Board member guests and 

thanked them for coming.
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no comments at this time.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DISTRICT BOARD MEETING OF 

JANUARY 21, 2020
After review of the minutes of the District’s January 21, 2020, a motion 

was made by Mr. Spencer         and seconded by Mr. Gilley to adopt the 
minutes as presented and the motion was unanimously approved.

EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR PURPOSES OF STRATEGIC PLAN-
NING, INCLUDING WITH RESPECT TO THE FUTURE OF THE 
WELLNESS CENTER AND RELATIONS WITH GRMC AND THE LIV-
ING WELL FOUNDATION

A motion was made by Mr. Spencer, seconded by Mr. Bishop and unan-
imously approved by the Board of Commissioners to go into executive 
session for the purposes of strategic planning, including reviewing the 
Wellness Center monthly financial statements, along with a budget to ac-
tual comparison for the general fund showing no deficit spending, and the 
reconciled bank statement was reviewed, signed, and dated.  

Hospital Service District designated Glenwood Regional Medical Cen-
ter Board of Trustees Barry Bell, Blake Wheelis, Rick Guillot; and Shelby 
Ainsworth were in attendance to report to the District’s Board of Commis-
sioners regarding GRMC’s compliance with the Public Interest Covenants.  
Tim Spencer, a guest and candidate for the GRMC Board of Trustees, was 
also in attendance.

Upon the departure of the GRMC Board of Trustees members, the fol-
lowing Wellness Center personnel and guest entered Executive Session to 
discuss Wellness Center Operations:

Missy Oubre, Director of the Wellness Center; Sarah Griffin, Account-
ing; Tara Creech, Director of CrossFit; and Pam Spencer, Guest Marketing 
Advisor

Mr. Gilley proposed, Mr. Bishop seconded, and the Commissioners pres-
ent approved the motion to go back into public session.

REVIEW OF CURRENT FINANCIALS OF THE DISTRICT OTHER 
THAN THE WELLNESS CENTER

Mr. Mulhearn and Ms. Griffin presented the monthly financials of the 
District (other than the Wellness Center) ending January 31, 2020.

NOTIFICATION OF HUFFMAN & SOIGNIER CHANGE OF OWN-
ERSHIP TO WOODARD & ASSOCIATES

Documents were presented noting the change of name and ownership 
of Huffman and Soignier, APAC, to Woodard and Associates, LLC.  Con-
firmation from the Louisiana Legislative Auditor stated that no further 
action is necessary with respect to the change in firm name.

REAPPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONER
Mr. Randy Gilley was reappointed as a member of the Hospital Service 

District #1 Board of Commissions at the meeting of the Ouachita Parish 
Police Jury on February 3, 2020.

ANNUAL RENEWAL OF INSURANCE TO INCLUDE DIRECTORS 
& OFFICERS INSURANCE

Mr. Mulhearn and Phillip Sivils, the District’s insurance administrator, 
previously reviewed all insurance due for 2020, including the Directors 
and Officers insurance, and such policies have been renewed.  

DISCUSSION REGARDING THE APPOINTMENT OF A DISTRICT 
DESIGNATED MEMBER OF GLENWOOD REGIONAL MEDICAL 
CENTER’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bishop, seconded by Mr. 
Gilley, and unanimously approved by the Board of Commissioners:

WHEREAS, Schedule 7.1(c) of the Asset Purchase Agreement among 
the District, IASIS Glenwood Regional Medical Center, LP (IASIS), and 
others provides that at all times during IASIS’ ownership of Glenwood Re-
gional Medical Center, the District shall have the right to designate fifty 
percent (50%) of the hospital’s Board of Trustees, which shall be composed 
of IASIS’s chief executive officer, members of the hospital’s medical staff, 
and non-physician community leaders;

WHEREAS, the hospital’s Board of Trustees is composed of ten mem-
bers, whose terms are staggered; the term of one member designated 
by the District (Mr. Rick Guillot) expires in early 2021; the term of two 
members designated by the District (Mr. Gus Campbell and Mr. Shelby 
Ainsworth) expires in early 2022; the term of two members designated 
by the District (Mr. Blake Wheelis and Mr. Barry Bell) expires now in ear-
ly 2020; and the District has the right at this time to designate one new 
member to replace Mr.Wheelis, with Mr. Bell being re-designated at the 
District’s January meeting, which members are to serve for a three year 
term expiring in early 2023;

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners hereby designates one 
new member, Tim Spencer, to serve as a District-designated member of 
the hospital’s Board of Trustees for a 3 year term expiring in early 2023.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF GLENWOOD REGIONAL MEDICAL CEN-
TER’S CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC INTEREST 
COVENANTS

Pursuant to the Asset Purchase Agreement dated July 20, 2006, IASIS 
Glenwood Regional Medical Center’s Certification of Compliance with the 
Public Interest Covenants was presented for discussion.

REVIEW OF LIVING WELL FOUNDATION’S UNAUDITED QUAR-
TERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2019

The Foundation’s unaudited financial statements for December 31, 2019 
were presented for review and discussion.

APPROVAL OF LIVING WELL FOUNDATION’S FINAL AMENDED 
2019 BUDGET

Mr. Gilley proposed the following resolution, Mr. Bishop seconded, and 
the Board of Commissioners unanimously adopted the resolution:

WHEREAS, Section 2.B(6) of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement 
dated January 31, 2007 between the District and the Foundation provides, 
among other things, that the budget of the Foundation for each fiscal year 
is subject to the approval of the District;

WHEREAS, the Foundation has presented to the District a final amend-
ed 2019 budget;

RESOLVED, that the District hereby approves the Foundation’s final 
amended 2019 budget as presented to the District.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE LIVING 
WELL FOUNDATION’S 2020 CAPITAL BUDGET

Mr. Bishop moved to consider the following resolution:
WHEREAS, the Foundation has submitted information to the District 

indicating a need for an updated server and all supportive software/hard-
ware, as well as QuickBook upgrades for three (3) users, along with tech 
support services; 

AND WHEREAS, the Foundation has submitted a proposed amended 
Capital Expenditure of $10,000.00 for the purposes stated;

AND WHEREAS, the District is of the opinion that this amended capi-
tal expenditure is reasonable and necessary;

BE IT RESOLVED that the District hereby approves the Foundation’s 
adoption of an amended Capital Expenditure in the amount of $10,000.00 
as presented.

Mr. Gilley seconded the motion.  The Board proceeded to a vote and the 
motion passed with the unanimous approve of the Commissioners present.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF LIVING WELL FOUNDATION’S RE-
VISED INVESTMENT POLICY

After due discussion, Mr. Spencer proposed, Mr. Gilley seconded, and 
the Board of Commissioners unanimously adopted the following resolu-
tion:

WHEREAS, LWF has approved and now submitted to the District a 
proposed revised Investment Policy for review and possible approval by 
the District; 
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AND WHEREAS, the District has reviewed the revised Investment Pol-
icy, to be effective February 18, 2020, and finding those revisions appear 
to be consistent with the criteria previously discussed and set forth in the 
July 26, 2018 correspondence from the District’s attorney addressed to 
LWF, through its attorney: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the LWF’s Investment Policy, as amended Feb-
ruary 18, 2020, are hereby approved; 

SO RESOLVED this 18th day of February, 2020. 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF LIVING WELL FOUNDATION’S 

SCHOOL BASED HEALTH CLINIC INITIATIVE FUNDING
The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bishop, seconded by Mr. 

Gilley, and unanimously approved by the Board of Commissioners:
WHEREAS, the Foundation has learned the current School Based 

Health Center (“SBHC”) affiliated with West Monroe High School is locat-
ed on top of a main sewer line and access man hole; 

AND WHEREAS, the current geographical location of the subject 
SBHC is inconveniently located for purposes of school security, access to 
the school nurse, and convenient coordination with the West Monroe High 
School main office; 

AND WHEREAS, the current configuration of the subject SBHC limits 
privacy for both potential patients and the SBHC staff: 

WHEREFORE, the District, recognizing the need for an upgrade and 
relocation of the West Monroe High School SBHC for the reasons stated, 
approves the Foundation’s commitment of up to $110,000.00 in connec-
tion with the SBHC relocation project, all in coordination with additional 
funding from the Ouachita Parish School Board and previously committed 
SBHC funds; 

SO RESOLVED this 18th day of February, 2020. 
REVIEW OF LIVING WELL FOUNDATION’S BOARD OF DIREC-

TORS MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 6, 2020
Minutes of the Foundation’s Executive Committee meeting of February 

6, 2020 were reviewed.
TRANSACTION OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY PROPER-

LY COME BEFORE THE MEETING
The next regular scheduled meeting of the District is scheduled to be 

held on Tuesday, March 18, 2020 beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the Wellness 
Center, 3215 Cypress Street, West Monroe, LA.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business to discuss, Mr. Mulhearn declared the meeting 

adjourned.
Chairman
Date
3/26
_____________________________________________
NOTICE
I, Tasha Lister #573530 have applied for clemency for my conviction of 

Manslaughter. If  you have any comments, contact the Board of Pardons 
(225) 342-5421.

3/26,4/2,4/9
_____________________________________________
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* * * * * *
ATTORNEY SUSPENDED

Raymond F. Niswanger, of West Monroe, by consent has been 
suspended from the practice of law for one year and one day, 
fully deferred subject to probation by order of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court, FINAL AND EFFECTIVE on March 9, 2020.  

Gist: Criminal Conduct (DWI)
____________________________________________________

For further information, please write:
The Office of the Disciplinary Counsel

4000 S. Sherwood Forest Boulevard, Suite 607
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816

* * * * * *



Live.” Near midnight on 
Tuesday, Harvey told The 
Ouachita Citizen he was 
aware of Mayo’s claim that 
the remark was misunder-
stood and would remove his 
Facebook video.

“Either way, I will be (the) 
bigger person and say re-
gardless of what was said 
that I will take my video of 
it down,” Harvey said. “My 
focus was and still is on the 
budget and its holes.”

Mayo has used obscene 
language to describe a coun-
cilman in the past. In 2017, 
Mayo called former Mon-
roe City Councilman Mi-
chael Echols a “piece of s***” 
during a City Council meet-
ing. Echols and Harvey are 
friends and political allies of 
Monroe mayoral candidate 
Friday Ellis. Ellis is one of 
four candidates challenging 
Mayo in his bid for re-elec-
tion. The mayoral election 
was postponed until June 
20 because of the COVID-19 
outbreak.

The discussion leading up 
to the heated exchange be-
gan after Harvey and City 
Councilman Kenneth “Ken-
ny” Wilson posed questions 
about Mayo’s proposed bud-
get.

Wilson asked Dan Rich-
ards, the city’s budget officer, 
to elaborate on the effect of 
the COVID-19 outbreak and 

how the state’s restrictions 
on local businesses might 
impact sales tax collections.  
Gov. John Bel Edwards is-
sued an order on Sunday 
ordering non-essential busi-
nesses to close to avoid fur-
ther spread of the virus.

“Do we need to revise the 
sales tax collection of rev-
enue in this budget here?” 
Wilson said. 

“There’s no plan to revise 
the proposed budget at this 
point,” Richards said. “After 
we get some data in over the 
next month or two, we will 
look to amend the fiscal year 
of the 2021 budget.”

Earlier this week, Stacey 
Rowell, the city’s director 
of administration, said the 
administration was keeping 
track of the COVID-19 out-
break’s effect on city busi-
ness but would not change 
the budget.

“It does not take into ac-
count any of the effects that 
the COVID-19 might have 
on our sales taxes,” Rowell 
said.

Wilson suggested the city 
lead by example and revise 
its revenue projections.

“Well, like I said, we are in 
the beginning stages of try-
ing to identify the amount of 
financial impact,” Richards 
said. “We have just started to 
look at the numbers.” 

Mayo chimed in by claim-

ing he and Rowell and Jim-
mie Bryant, the city’s chief 
operating officer, had the 
matter under control.

“So Mayor, you’re saying 
you all have the numbers so 
we can do all that?” Wilson 
said. 

“Well, preliminarily we 
started talking about it, but 
we haven’t just sat down 
and started putting togeth-
er things because we are 
dealing with the mitigation 
measures and the communi-
cation and all that right now 
to try to keep our employees 
safe as well as our citizens 
safe,” Mayo said. “I can as-
sure this administration will 
be on top of things, as we al-
ways are.”     

At that time, Harvey said 
he could not support the 
proposed budget with full 
confidence in the sales tax 
projections.

“I think the one thing we 
are certain of is that the rev-
enue will have a material 
reduction, so my question 
would be what are we going 
to do proactively now know-
ing that that drop is com-
ing?” Harvey said.

Mayo replied, claiming 
Richards had already an-
swered that objection.  

“Well, I think he just said 
that we really don’t know 
what that is right now,” Mayo 
said. 

Mayo explained that his 
administration would not 
know the final effect of the 
state’s recent restrictions on 
sales tax revenues until the 
city received a sales tax col-
lection statement in April.

“I know you’re new here, 
but the way we operate is a 
little differently than the way 
you do in the private sector,” 
Mayo said. 

Harvey suggested a hypo-
thetical scenario to deter-
mine how the city might re-
spond in the event that sales 
tax collections did drop.

“Let’s say this number goes 
down by 5 percent, which is 
probably around $2.2 mil-
lion, would I plan on taking 
that from the general fund 
surplus or reducing services,” 
Harvey said. “These are real 
conversations. I think we’re 
being unrealistic if we’re not 
thinking a 5 percent reduc-
tion in sales tax is realistic.”

“Well you’re being pre-
sumptuous,” Mayo said. 

“The whole budget is pre-
sumptuous,” Harvey said.

“We don’t know what that 
is right now, and we don’t 
know until we see those 
numbers, then we will let 
you know,” Mayo said. 

When Harvey defended 
his questions, Mayo berated 
him for not listening, leading 
to the contested exchange.

Ultimately, the City Coun-

cil approved Mayo’s budget 
on a 3-1 vote. City Council 
members Gretchen Ezer-
nack, Juanita Woods and 
Wilson voted in favor of the 
budget. Harvey cast the lone 
vote against the budget.

Ezernack and Woods de-
fended the Mayo adminis-
tration in its claim that the 
proposed budget could be 
later amended to reflect ac-
tual sales tax collections.

After the meeting, Har-

vey explained why he voted 
against the introduction of 
the budget.

“Because it doesn’t account 
for the revenue following 
that we know is coming and 
it does not fund the things 
we all say we care about,” 
Harvey said. 

Zach Parker, news editor 
at The Ouachita Citizen, 
contributed to this news 

report.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO WATER CUSTOMERS
CHENIERE DREW SOUTH WATER SYSTEM
PWSID No. LA1073099
March 20, 2020
The CHENIERE DREW SOUTH WATER SYSTEM is currently in viola-

tion of the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for total trihalomethanes as 
set forth by the State [Part XII of the Louisiana State Sanitary Code (LAC 
51:XII)] and the Federal Primary Drinking Water Regulations (40 CFR Part 
141). 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Louisi-
ana Department of Health (LDH) set drinking water standards and requires 
the disinfection of drinking water.  Where disinfection is used in the treatment 
of drinking water, disinfectants combine with naturally occurring organic and 
inorganic matter present in water to form chemicals called disinfection by-
products (DBPs). EPA and LDH set standards for controlling the levels of dis-
infectants and DBPs in drinking water, including trihalomethanes (THMs) 
and haloacetic acid (HAAs). Some people who drink water containing THMs 
in excess of the MCL over many years may experience problems with their 
liver, kidneys, or central nervous system, and may have an increased risk of 
getting cancer.

In December 1998, EPA set enforceable drinking water standard for 
TTHMs at 80 parts per billion (ppb) and for HAA5s at 60 parts per billion 
(ppb) to reduce the risk of cancer or other adverse health effects. Compli-
ance with the TTHMs and HAA5s standard for public water systems serving 
less than 10,000 individuals became effective and enforceable on January 1, 
2004. Compliance with the TTHMs standard is determined by calculating a 
locational running annual average (LRAA) of quarterly TTHMs sample re-
sults. Compliance calculations performed for the first quarter of 2020 show 
that the system’s current TTHMs LRAA is 86 ppb at DBP02-1206 Puckett 
Lake Road; thus, the system is currently in violation of the TTHMs standard. 

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this wa-
ter, especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for exam-
ple, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can 
do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand 
or mail.

This is not an emergency. If it had been, you would have been notified im-
mediately. EPA and LDH do not consider this violation to have any serious 
adverse health effects on human health as a result of short-term exposure; 
however, continued long term exposure to TTHMs and HAA5s levels above 
the standard (e.g., 20 years of exposure) has the potential to have serious ad-
verse effects on human health. 

Over the past year Cheniere Drew Water System (CDWS) has submitted 
plans to LDH for review and permitting of aeration facilities at each of its 
tank sites on the Cheniere Drew South Water Supply. The plans were ap-
proved and permitted by LDH. Bids were received in July of last year with 
construction started in September 2018. Construction was completed in July 
2019. It is a proven fact that due to the volatile nature of TTHM’s, aeration 
will reduce the levels of formed TTHM’s.  We have found this has proven 
to be helpful in reducing the levels of TTHM’s.  The TTHMs results for the 
last two (2) quarters at Puckett Lake Rd Site are ALL LESS THAN 80 ug/L 
and in compliance, however using the locational running annual average the 
TTHMs are still in violation of the maximum contaminant level.

If you have questions regarding this notification, please contact Kenneth 
Howell, Operations Manager, CDWS Office Staff, or CDWS Board Members 
at (318) 322-9516.
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NOTICE
The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 11, 2020 at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the 
Ouachita Parish School Board office.

President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and 
guests to the meeting.  

The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Co-
meaux, Shere May, Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, (Interim) Harold McCoy, 
Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  There were none absent.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member 
Dabo Graves.

The Invocation was given by Reverend Harold McCoy.
On motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board unani-

mously approved the Minutes of January 14, 2020 as written.
Motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board 

amend the Agenda to delete Business Item No. 5 (Approval of 2020-2021 
School Calendar), add Business Item No. 7 (Consideration and approval of 
entering into a cooperative endeavor agreement with CommuniHealth to re-
locate the school based health clinic at West Monroe High School by Tommy 
Comeaux) and add Business Item No. 8 (Purchase Driver’s Education Vehicle 
and Shop Truck by Bobby Jones).  Motion unanimously carried by all mem-
bers present.

Upon motion by Dabo Graves, seconded by Shere May, the Board approved 
the Agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously by all members pres-
ent.

No Personnel Report was presented.
Communication Specialist Aline Smead invited Mr. Manley to come for-

ward and introduce some very special guests seated in the audience.  Mr. Wal-
ter L. Smith, accompanied by his wife, Debbie, and Mr. Arthur Lee Smith 
were welcomed by Mr. Manley.  Walter and Arthur are the great grandsons 
of the late A. L. Smith, for whom the former A. L. Smith Elementary School 
was named.  Their great grandfather, Mr. A. L. Smith, Sr., was a prominent 

land owner in Sterlington in the early 1900’s.  A. L. Smith Elementary School 
was built in 1930 on the land he donated to the School Board prior to its 
construction.  To show their appreciation of his generous support and love 
for his community, the Ouachita Parish School Board presented the family an 
original portrait of Mr. A. L. Smith, Sr. that was once displayed in the school 
in his honor.

Two very special teachers in our district were acknowledged by Superin-
tendent Coker for being innovated instructors that have been recognized na-
tionally for taking a new curriculum to the next level using “Ready Math” 
and “I Ready” programs.  Across the entire nation, Curriculum Associates has 
named 31 outstanding teachers that have implemented this particular cur-
riculum and two of those outstanding instructors are from our district, Ms. 
Anna Redding and Ms. Alicia Renaud, and there are only two others from 
Louisiana.  Dr. Coker emphasized the significance of recognition at this lev-
el is quite an accomplishment for both our state and our district to achieve.  
This kind of recognition brings great pride of accomplishment to our district, 
community and state.  At this time, Dr. Coker invited Ms. Anna Redding from 
George Welch Elementary and Alicia Renaud from Drew Elementary to come 
forward and receive their certificates of achievement from the Ouachita Par-
ish School Board and their principals in appreciation of their gratitude.

On behalf of the School Board and in the presence of family members, 
Rotena Russell and John L. Russell, Jr., wife and son of John L. Russell, Sr., 
Dr. Coker read aloud a resolution honoring the life of Reverend John L. Rus-
sell, Sr., respectfully acknowledging with gratitude, the legacy of his 33+ years 
of dedicated and loyal service as a member of the Ouachita Parish School 
Board representing District “E” in Ouachita Parish.  Reverend Russell spent 
his entire career giving back to the community by serving others.  A framed 
copy of the Resolution was also presented to his family.  Reverend Russell 
died on December 16, 2019 after a lengthy illness.  He will be sorely missed.  

On the recommendation of the Superintendent, Shere May moved, sec-
onded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board approve the Cooperative Endeavor 
Agreement renewal giving permission to Workforce Development Board 81 
(LWDB81) to continue to Engage Out-of-School Youth with the Ouachita 
Parish School Board.  This is a non-financial agreement to facilitate coop-
eration and coordination between Ouachita Workforce Development Board 
81 and the Ouachita Parish School Board so the “LWDB81” can engage and 
provide federal funding opportunities and services for former students (ages 
16-24) not attending school and meets qualifying conditions who become 
out-of-school youth.  This renewal is a two-year agreement that will cover 
the 2020-2022 school years.  Motion unanimously carried by all members 
present.

In the absence of Title I Supervisor, Cynthia Osborne, Personnel Director 
Todd Guice presented Mrs. Osborne’s recommendation to approve the fol-
lowing policies that have been reviewed and approved in advance by district 
personnel, Board attorney Elmer Noah and the Board’s policy provider, Fore-
thought Consultants, Inc.:  (1 Policy: DFD (Tax and Bond Elections and Sales) 
and (2 Policy:  JGCF (Behavioral Health Services for Students) as presented.           
Mrs. Osborne also presented the following two policies to be considered for 
approval at the next Board meeting; (1 Policy:  GAEAA (Sexual Harassment) 
and (2 Policy:  GBN (Dismissal of Employees). Following an offer for public 
comment by President Hicks, motion carried unanimously by all members 
present.

The monthly 2019-20 Interim Financial Report for the Period ended 
December 31, 2019 was presented to the Board by Business Director Regi-
na Mekus.  Mrs. Mekus announced that her office continues on task for the 
year with the current budget having no considerable exceptions. At the end 
of December 2019, the current ending fund balance in the General Fund was 
$25,340,573.  The ending fund balance in the District #1 M&O (1/2-cent) 
Sales Tax was $17,182,727, right on track with the projected fund balances 
in the budget. She noted that our General Fund balance is running about 
40% of our expenditures, which is normal and where we want it to be.  The 
revenues in our Sales Tax Funds are running about where they should be (be-
tween 30%-35%).  The Board was reminded that our Sales Tax Revenues run 
about a couple of months behind normal collections.  Ms. Mekus referred the 
Board to the last two pages of the report, where she pointed out the compar-
ison of monthly accumulation of revenues and expenditures to prior fiscal 
year periods provided for the Board’s review on the accumulation of funds for 
the current fiscal year and the prior two fiscal years.  She reported that the 
breakdown of expenditures in the District #1 M&O account show about 43% 
revenues and 40% expenditures are right on target. The estimated annual 
budget revenue and other sources show our expenditures at 33%, which is a 
little high due to bus purchases early in the year; but, we are seeing as the year 
goes on, those expenditures are leveling out.  This enables all to see the trend 
of performance in these two primary operating funds of the School Board.  
Whereby, Dabo Graves moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board ap-
prove the 2019-20 Interim Financial Report for the Period ended Decem-
ber 31, 2019 as presented by Business Director Regina Mekus.  Following a 
brief moment allowed for public comment by President Hicks, motion carried 
unanimously by all members present.

Tommy Comeaux is interested in purchasing property located at 116 Riggs 
Street directly across the street from the student services area of West Monroe 
High School’s main building.  According to Mr. Comeaux, when the property 
became available, it was appraised at a value of $45,000 and the landowners 
agreed to take $40,000 for the property.   Whereby, Tommy Comeaux mo-
tioned that the Board authorize Attorney Noah to start procedures to pur-
chase this property for $40,000 seconded by Shere May.  President Hicks 
offered a brief moment for public comment and motion unanimously carried 
by all members present.

Motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Shere May, that the Board en-

ter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with CommuniHealth to help 
them get started in securing funding to develop a plan to utilize their current 
services in relocating their school based health clinic to another area of the 
building at West Monroe High School.  Once CommuniHealth’s plan funding 
is secured, they will come back to the Board to present their plan of secured 
funding.  At that time, the plan will be accepted or declined.  Public comment 
was offered by President Hicks and motion carried unanimously by all mem-
bers.

Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones requested permission from the Board to 
purchase two new vehicles, one driver education vehicle and one shop truck to 
be paid from the Driver Education account and purchased off the Louisiana 
State Vehicle Contract as recommended by Director of Transportation Skee-
ter Boyd.  Whereby, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the 
Board approve the purchase of one Driver Education Vehicle and one Shop 
Truck for use at the Eastside Garage to be paid with funds from the Driver 
Education account and purchased off the Louisiana State Vehicle Contract.  
Following a brief moment for public comment by President Hicks, motion 
carried unanimously by all members present.

Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher reported that the Edge-
wood parking lot construction project across from West Monroe High School 
has been delayed due to excessive rain this week.  The Woodlawn School 
choir/band room construction project has not started yet, but the fence has 
been taken down and the trailer is in place getting ready for the project.  The 
baseball and softball projects are completed at WOHS.  In conclusion, Mr. 
Slusher added that the lights on the football practice field and baseball/soccer 
fields at WOHS have been installed and are working nicely.

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Harold McCoy 
moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board accept the low bid of South-
ern Assistive Technology, LLC in the amount of $38,596 for Vision Service 
Items [Bid No. 43-20] and funded through Student Support Services.  Fol-
lowing an offer by President Hicks for public comment, motion unanimously 
carried by all members present.

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Co-
meaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board allow Mr. Jones prior 
approval to accept the low responsive bid for Copy Paper [Bid No. 44-20] 
paid from various funds because the bids are due to open next week.  He will 
bring the bid list to the Board for review at the next meeting.  Motion unani-
mously carried by all members present.

Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board grant per-
mission to bid Wood Chips to be paid from the General Fund in the amount 
of $180.00/WYd. [Bid No. 45-20].  Motion unanimously carried by all mem-
bers present.

At 12:32 p.m. Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Shere May, that the 
Board enter into Executive Session for the limited purpose of discussing lit-
igation positions of the Board, that it may have a detrimental effect on the 
litigating position of the Board to do otherwise, pursuant to Title 42, Sections 
6 and 6.1 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.  The following roll-call vote on 
the motion to go into Executive Session was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; 
Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; Harold McCoy, yes; 
Dabo Graves, yes; and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried unanimously by all 
members present.

At 1:20 p.m. the Executive Session closed, at which time, Tommy Comeaux 
moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the meeting re-open to the pub-
lic and return to regular session.  The following roll-call vote was recorded:  
Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; 
Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo Graves, yes; and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all members present.

President Hicks set the next Board meeting for March 10, 2020 at 2:00 
p.m.

Dr. Coker reminded the Board members of the upcoming LSBA Conven-
tion they plan to attend in Baton Rouge this weekend.   The Board members 
were also briefed on the plans for the Ribbon Cutting/Open House Ceremony 
following this meeting at 2:00 p.m.  The ceremony will begin with the pledge, 
a prayer and The National Anthem sung by the West Monroe Senior Choir.   

Ribbon Cutting and Open House Ceremony:          
Dr. Coker invited all guests attending this meeting and the employees of 

the Central Office Complex to join the public Open House celebration at 2:00 
p.m. today together with the West Monroe Mayor, and the Monroe and the 
West Monroe/West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce officials.  The celebra-
tion was held in the new Boardroom of the Central Office Complex where 
Monroe Chamber President Sue Nicholson and West Monroe/West Ouachita 
Chamber President Lila Strode, along with West Monroe Mayor Stacy Mitch-
ell, each representing their respective cities, welcomed those in attendance.  
Following a warm welcome from Dr. Coker, all three officials greeted the 
public with excitement of what the new facility will mean and bring to the 
people it will serve.  All three officials extended congratulations to the Super-
intendent and the Board for their part in providing such a lovely facility for 
our citizens.  It is noteworthy that the people of Ouachita Parish should be 
very proud of this fine facility ensuring education excellence for all children 
throughout the Ouachita Parish School System.

There being no further business to discuss, Shere May moved, seconded by 
Greg Manley, that the Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously 
by all members present.

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD
Jerry R. Hicks, President
ATTEST: Don Coker, Secretary /ps
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