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Hip hip hooray!
Hampshire Havoc gets a seat in 
the stands for winter home games

Friends of the Cacapon

Volunteers will check water quality at 14 points along the Cacapon. 

‘Friends’ will monitor 
Cacapon water quality

DMV 
closing 
here 
today

Review Files

The student section — Hampshire Havoc — won’t be 
nearly so packed for basketball this season. 

NICK CARROLL Review Staff

SUNRISE SUMMIT – 
Roars from the student sec-
tion, better known as the 
Hampshire Havoc, will be 
heard in the hallways of 
Hampshire High when win-
ter sports resume in March. 
After Gov. Jim Justice decid-
ed to pull back on Covid re-
strictions, more fans will now 
be allowed to attend events 
at high schools and middle 
schools across the state.

The West Virginia Second-
ary School Activities Com-
mission issued the following 

statement on Friday Feb. 19 
regarding attendance.

“Each county/school will 
determine the maximum num-

SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

CAPON BRIDGE — “We feel 
lucky that the Cacapon River is 1 of 
the cleanest in West Virginia,” the 
Friends of the Cacapon River states 
on its web page — and the group 
plans to keep it that way. 

As part of a new “Keep the Caca-
pon Clean” initiative, Friends of the 
Cacapon River will soon begin taking 
scientific measurements of the river’s 
health monthly, with the results to be 

disseminated as widely as possible. 
Organized in the 1970s, the Friends 

of the Cacapon River claims to be one 
of the earliest environmental organi-
zations in the state devoted to pres-
ervation of a watershed. The group’s 
web page points out that over 40 per-
cent of American rivers are too pol-
luted for swimming or fishing — and 
the Cacapon is threatened too. 

Friends’ Advocacy  Chair  Randee

JIM KING Review Staff

After 20 years in the same 
location, the Division of Mo-
tor Vehicles office in Romney 
is apparently closing today. 

A new DMV office opens 
Monday in the plaza south of 
the Keyser Wal-Mart, says the 
contractor who has the 5-year 
lease for the facility. 

DMV has not confirmed ei-
ther the closing nor the open-
ing. 

The local DMV office man-
ager, Charles Russell, said his 
supervisor, Tabitha Holiday, 
had to release any informa-
tion. Holiday, in turn, referred 
an inquiry to DMV spokes-
woman Natalie Holcomb in 
Charleston, who did not re-
spond to a phone call that 
reached her voicemail. 

Office workers said today 
— Wednesday, Feb. 24 — is 
the last day the Romney DMV 
will be open. 

Jeff Keiss, who holds the 
lease on the Keyser-area fa-
cility, said he anticipates that 
office to open Monday, March 
1. 

“We’re there,” Keiss said 
Friday. “We’re just putting in 
the final touches. Carpenters 
are putting the casework in it. 
We’re right on schedule.”

A motorcycle test track 
“will be completed when 
weather permits,” he said. 

The 8,000-square-foot faci-

HAMPSHIRE VACCINATIONS TOP 3,700

Gas prices 
hit a high

Morning glow Full-time 
(almost), 
in person  
Hampshire students will  
be in school 4 days a week 

NICK CARROLL Review Staff

Gas prices are on the rise in 
Hampshire County. 

WANDA MCCULLEY Augusta

Life in the woods of Hampshire Coun-
ty can be an artistic experience — like 
this early morning scene captured with a 
3-second exposure last Wednesday out-
side Augusta. ❏ 

JIM KING Review Staff

More than 15 percent of Hamp-
shire County’s estimated 23,175 res-
idents have been vaccinated against 
Covid-19. 

The state’s coronavirus website on 
Tuesday morning showed that 3,779 
people here have received at least the 
1st dose of the 2-phase vaccine. 

That includes a batch delivered 
Monday in a clinic at Hope Christian 
Church Augusta’s gym. 

“Despite the challenges Mother 
Nature threw at us this morning, the 

team was able to vaccinate another 
262 people at today’s clinic,” Hamp-
shire County Health Director Stepha-
nie Shoemaker posted on her agency’s 
Facebook page Monday evening. 

Although another death was added 
to the county’s toll over the weekend, 
our 28th, signs continue to be promis-
ing that the battle against the deadly 
disease is being won. 

• With the county’s status at or-
ange on the state’s 5-color system, all 
schools are open for in-person instruc-
tion. 

• Hampshire added 4 new cases to 
the ledger Monday, bringing the to-
tal active to 25, nearly a 4-month low, 
with only 3 hospitalizations. 

Over the nearly year-long course of 
the pandemic, 1,539 people here have 
tested positive for Covid-19 and 28 
have died. 

During the same timeframe, 18,125 
Covid-19 tests have been performed 
on residents here. That’s nearly 80 
percent of the county’s population, but 
the tally includes repeat tests on peo-
ple. 

The week’s death was a 76-year-old 
woman from Shanks, reported mid-
week last week. 

The bulk of the county’s vaccina-
tions — 2,261 — have been handled 
by the county Health Department. 
Lambert Drug Store at Mountain 
Top has administered most of the rest 
through a contract with the state. 

Lambert’s has been vaccinating 
people since mid-December, Pharma-
cist John Lambert said Monday, and 
has  done  the  clinics  at  both  the

JIM KING Review Staff

Texas’s agony has turned to 
Hampshire’s pain at the gas pump. 

Prices hit $2.69 a gallon this week 
and experts say it’s a direct result of 
the winter storm that plunged Texas 
into a utility disaster last week. 

Residents here are noticing. 
“Instead of $40 to fill my tank, it’s 

now $50,” Sean Boynton of Cross 
Junction, Va., posted on the Re-
view’s Facebook page. “I’m afraid 
it’s only going to get worse.”

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF  
Review Staff

ROMNEY — Class is 
back in session, in person, for 
Hampshire County schools. 

Students in Hampshire 
County will see a return to 
in-person learning 4 days a 
week, effective today, Feb. 
24, the board decided at their 
Monday night meeting. 

The schools have been 
making the most of the split 
A/B schedule since Jan. 19, 
but with the board’s decision 
Monday, students are set to 
return to brick-and-mortar 
full-time. 

“Sixty percent of the staff 
has been vaccinated,” board 
president Debbie Champ said. 

“Everyone who wanted it has 
gotten at least 1 dose.”

Students who want to re-
main virtual are welcome to 
do so, and this keeps Virtual 
Fridays on the schedule until 
the end of the school year. 

Though counties like neigh-
boring Morgan decided to 
go back to in-person learn-
ing the full 5 days per week, 
the school board was stoutly 
against the idea of eliminating 
Virtual Fridays for Hampshire 
County teachers.

“As long as virtual is an op-
tion, the teachers need a day,” 
Champ said. 

Board member Bernie Hott 
echoed the sentiment,  adding,
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Hello, Hampshire! From
Zachary Groves, Slanesville

Hampshire
the Beautiful

If you have a great picture that 
showcases Hampshire, email it to 

news@hampshirereview.com.

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

S IGN  UP  FOR  VACC INE
To schedule a vaccination, visit 
vaccinate.wv.gov or call 1-833-734-
0965. 
Vaccines are open to all people age 
65 or older, but anyone 16 or older 
can register. 

Our toll
 25 Active
 3 in hospital 
 28 Deaths
1,539 Confirmed
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