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Hello, Hampshire! From
Brailey Moore, Augusta

Florence Trenum, Rowlesburg
Thanks for subscribing 8 vehicles pile up on icy Friday morning   Details, Page 8A

Board to 
revisit AB 
schedule 
Monday

At any 
age ...

In any generation ...

Is this the 
verge of 
recovery? 

LOVe is   grand

Our trend
 INFEC- POSI-
 TION TIVITY
FEB RATE RATE

2 35.14 9.09
3 27.74 8.74
4 32.05 9.43
5 23.42 8.02
6 28.97 9.71
7 28.99 9.48
8 29.59 9.68

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

ROMNEY — The school board is going 
to reevaluate the AB schedule on Monday, 
they decided at Wednesday’s meeting. 

With head school nurse Rhonda Dante 
giving her professional input and updates on 
vaccination distribution, there was a lot for 
the board to consider.

First, Hampshire County School staff are 
still getting their vaccinations. 

After a handful 
of vaccination clin-
ics, Dante explained, 
teachers and staff 
who initially wanted 
the vaccine will have 
at least their 1st dose 
within the week. 

“It’s gone very 
well,” she said. 
“There haven’t been 
any side effects. Even 
with 50 percent cov-

ered (with 1st dose only), we’ve been seeing 
success with that.”

The distribution has gone as smooth as 
possible, but Dante said it’s difficult to have 
a seamless distribution when the county’s 
hands are tied by the amount of vaccines the 
state sends.

“When the state only sends you 50, 75, 90 
(vaccines), then it does stretch it out.” 

The county is finishing up vaccination 
distribution to full-time teachers and staff 
and beginning with long-term subs. Dante 
added that the bus drivers were included in 
the 1st round of vaccinations. 

As far as the AB schedule goes, Dante 
feels optimistic about the chances of a safe 
return to full-time brick and mortar learning 
in the near future. 

Covid numbers here 
hold some promise 
JIM KING Review Staff

Sunday was a good day in Hampshire 
County’s battle with Covid-19. 

One person tested positive in the 72 
results returned that day. 

Health Director Stephanie Shoemaker 
said Monday the trend is in the right di-
rection. 

“We still are red on the DHHR coun-
ty alert map, but we are teetering on or-
ange,” she said. 

Orange status would put high school 
students back in class instead of being 
taught remotely. HHS hasn’t had an at-
tendance day since Nov. 17. 

For a brief moment late last week, high 
school looked to be back in session this 
week. The county registered orange Sat-
urday on the state’s Covid tracking map, 
but on Sunday the status was back to red. 

“I  am  hopeful  that  a  handful more

4 more 
years for 
Pancione

Deer hunters here 
fare well in 2020

Area holds sway as Legislature begins

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

ROMNEY — Hampshire County Schools 
Superintendent Jeff Pancione will remain at 
the helm of Hampshire County Schools for 
another 4 years. 

With a unanimous 
vote Wednesday night, 
the school board decid-
ed to renew Pancione’s 
contract for another 4 
years beginning July 1, 
2021. After an execu-
tive session where they 
deliberated amongst 
themselves, board 
members also decided 
to increase Pancione’s 

salary to $120,000 in July, with an annual 
increase of 2.5 percent. 

“We are excited to have Mr. Pancione on 
board throughout the construction of the 
new schools,” said board president Debbie 
Champ. “We think this will give us some 
continuity while that’s happening.”

JIM KING Review Staff   
and Review Wires

Another year, another deer 
hunting season and hunters in 
Hampshire County had results 
a bit better than the state’s as 
a whole.

The West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources says 
hunters in the Mountain State 
killed 106,861 white-tailed 
deer during the 2020-2021 
fall and winter seasons.

That’s 7.5 percent high-
er than the 2019 harvest of 
99,437 deer and 6 percent 

below the 5-year average of 
113,444.

Hampshire’s numbers beat 
the 2019 trend with 3,189 
deer taken, up from the 2,828 
a year ago, a 12.7-percent in-
crease. 

“We had a little bit of mast 
here, but not much in the rest 
of the state,” said Rich Rog-
ers, big game biologist with 
DNR’s Romney office. “Gen-
erally more deer were out in 
the open.” 

Preston County led the state

Review Staff and Wires

CHARLESTON — State government gets 
down to business today with the governor’s 
State of the State address tonight, a state sen-
ate that has Hampshire’s 2 representatives at 
the forefront and a House of Delegates with a 
new member representing part of the county. 

Gov. Jim Justice lays out his plans for 2021 
in a 7 p.m. address to a joint session of the 
Legislature at the Capitol. 

The speech is being livestreamed on Face-
book, YouTube and Twitter. Hampshire 
County residents can listen to it on West Vir-
ginia Public Radio stations WVDS (89.5 
FM in Petersburg) or WVEP (88.9 FM in 
Martinsburg).

One issue that Justice is expected to ad-
dress is an initiative to eliminate the personal 
income tax, probably over a number of years. 

It’s a favorite idea of Craig Blair, the 
15th-District senator who is the new state 
senate president. The district includes all of 

Hampshire County. 
Blair, who spent the past 2 years chairing 

the Finance Committee, emphasized the goal 
during his acceptance speech as Senate Pres-
ident last month.

“Now’s the time to step on the accelerator, 
speed up the opportunity for change in West 
Virginia,” Blair said.

Blair and fellow advocates for cutting the 
income tax contend doing so would make 
West Virginia a more appealing place for 
people to work and live.

Their challenge is that the income tax ac-
counts for almost $2 billion — or 43 percent 
— of the state’s general revenue.

That revenue must either be made up from 
other taxes or spending would have to de-
crease because the state constitution requires 
a balanced budget. 

Blair said his goal is to increase West Vir-
ginia’s population by  400,000  over  the  next 
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See AB page 7A n

6 DOZEN MORE 
OF YOUR PHOTOS Living, 
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W E S T  V I R G I N I A ’ S  B I G G E S T  B E S T  W E E K LY  N E W S P A P E R

Our toll
 54 Active
 6 in hospital 
 25 Deaths
1,493 Con-

firmed

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
today 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

young
 LOVe

Justice

Blair Trump

Rowan Miller

Pancione

s 10 months 
or s  17 
years, like 
sweethearts  
R.J. Hulver 
and Shelby 
Westfall

s From 2018, best friends Jason and Missy Arnold on their wedding day 
t From the 1940s, Dan and Betty McCauley of Jersey Mountain 

We asked for your pictures 
to celebrate young love for 
this, our Valentine’s issue 
— and you responded with 
nearly 80 shots of romance 
in bloom at every age and 
across the generations.

S IGN  UP  FOR  VA CC INE
To schedule a vaccination, visit vaccinate.wv.gov or call 
1-833-734-0965. 
Vaccines are open to all people age 65 or older, but any-
one 16 or older can register. 
No longer contact the county health department to schedule a vaccination. 

STATE  OF 
TH E  STATE

• 7 tonight
• Livestream on 
Facebook, You 
Tube, Twitter
• 89.5 Petersburg

• 88.9 Martinsburg
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