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Bo B a n d Ge n n y Lo v e t t

Lives intertwined 
in community

Tragic deaths stun Capon Bridge

Pickin’ back up
Bluegrass festival returns after a year off for Covid-19

Bob and Genny Lovett

Review Files

Festival-goers at the 2019 event enjoy a close moment 
with bluegrass. 

JIM KING Review Staff

CAPON BRIDGE — He 
called Bingo at the fire hall. 

She made a legendary car-
amel cake and “her Texas 
Sheet Cake is a standard at 
every town event,” a neigh-
bor’s daughter said. 

He co-owned an excavat-
ing company. 

She was a kindergar-
ten aide for decades and a 
co-founder of the public li-
brary. 

They sang in the Methodist 
church choir. 

On Saturday, their voices 
were stilled and this commu-
nity was thrown into a state 
of shock when Bob and Gen-
ny Lovett died in a fire that 

consumed their home on the 
Northwestern Pike.

He was 81 and she was 80.  
“It sounds so ordinary 

when you say it like that,” 
church member Paul E. Davis 
posted on the Capon Bridge 
United Methodist Charge’s 
Facebook page. “But it is al-
most unbearable to think of.”

Mayor Laura Turner or-
dered the flag in front of Ca-
pon Bridge Town Hall be 
flown at half-staff. 

Details of the fire are scant. 
Capon Bridge Fire Chief 
Robbie Roach deferred to 
the State Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice, which is investigating 
the blaze. 
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SUNRISE SUMMIT – A campaign 
launched 2 years ago to modernize 
Rannells Field with artificial turf and 
a rubberized track finished last week, 
after numbers and lines were painted 
on the crimson oval surface. 

“I know it felt like eternity, but in 
the grand scheme of things what our 

community was able to accomplish 
in such a short period of time has 
been remarkable,” said Hampshire 
Athletic Director Trey Stewart. 

The cost hovered around $1.3 mil-
lion when the plan was officially pre-
sented to the school board on June 
24, 2019. After the board approved 
fundraising activities, the community 

raised 1,000 units, or $900,000 worth 
of pledges, during the next 8 months. 

On March 30, 2020, construction 
was given the go-ahead with a 3-2 
vote by the board. The turf portion 
of the project was completed prior to 
the start of fall sports, while the track 
portion was overhauled this spring. 
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ROMNEY — With the 12th annual Blue-
grass Festival only a few days away, the air 
in Romney is thick with preparation and op-
timism. 

With a few logistical changes, exciting 
musical performances and an opportunity 
for families to break out of their post-pan-
demic monotony, this year’s festival is 
shaping up to be an event  to remember. 

Festival planner Trina Cox explained that 
this year, there’s no parking fee: it’s going 
to be $5 per head at the gate (for folks aged 
12 and older). 

That’s $5 to enjoy food, fireworks, fun 
for kids and, of course, the bluegrass music 
that the festival’s name promises. 

Champ face of ‘no-brainer’ voter bill

Review Files

Juanita and Orval Riggleman, of Slanesville, are celebrat-
ing 75 years of marriage this week.

‘I picked a good one’
Couple celebrates 75 years together EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

CHARLESTON — Ethics, voter ac-
cessibility and a battle against corrup-
tion are on the table when it comes 
to the For the People Act (2021), and 
while Sen. Joe Manchin is on the 
fence about it, veteran Roger Champ, 
a Moorefield resident who grew up in 
Purgitsville, is one of the faces encour-
aging Sen. Manchin to adopt the bill.

“(The Act) puts an end to the power 
grab in Washington and gives the pow-
er back to regular voters,” explained 
Champ. “In Washington, sometimes 
I wonder if they’re working for us or 
working for themselves.” 

The For the People Act aims to ex-
pand voting access for Americans, re-
duce the influence of big money in pol-
itics, strengthen ethics rules for public 

servants, with additional corruption 
measures for “the purpose of fortifying 
our democracy,” the official bill states. 

The Act was received in the Sen-
ate in early March, and Sen. Manchin 
voted “no” initially to the Democrat-

ic-backed bill, adding that he could 
change his tune if certain major chang-
es were adopted. Among these chang-
es are the movement to make Election 
Day  a  national  holiday  (to  allow  for

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF  
Review Staff

SLANESVILLE — It’s 
a tale as old as time: high 
school acquaintances who be-
came pen pals, pen pals who 
became a couple, and a cou-
ple that became newlyweds.

And now, after chil-
dren, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, Orval 
and Juanita Riggleman of 
Slanesville are celebrating 75 
years of marriage.

Orval is a World War II 
veteran, who was wounded 3 
times and received the Pur-

ple Heart. 
“We knew each other in 

high school, and when he 
went into the service, we 
were pen pals,” Juanita ex-
plained about her 75-year re-
lationship. “When he came 
home, we started to date.” 

Orval and Juanita were 
both born and raised in 
Moorefield, and they lived 
there in the same house for 
57 years after their marriage. 
They moved to Hampshire 
County in 2003, and they’ve 
been here ever since. 
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Ready, 
aim ...
Re-enacting the Battle 
of Great Cacapon

Living, Page 1C
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Hello, Hampshire! From
Pier LaFarge, Washington, D.C. 

Patricia Garber, High View
Thanks for subscribing

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION 
12TH ANNUAL SOUTH BRANCH VALLEY

Bluegrass Festival
& FIREWORKS SHOW

Performances by: 
Lonesome River Band, 

Nothin Fancy, Deer 
Creek Boys, The Junior 

Sisk Band and local 
talents Bud’s Collective 

and Ben Townsend

New This Year!
Admission
$5 Per Person 
At The Gate
(Ages 12 & Up)

Lonesome River BandJune 26 (RAIN OR SHINE)

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
WAPOCOMA CAMPGROUND
Rt. 50 west of Romney, WV on River Rd.

SCHEDULE 

11 a.m. Opening remarks 
and National Anthem

11:05-11:50 Bud’s Col-
lective

Noon-12:50 Ben Townsend 
1-1:50 Deer Creek Boys 
2-2:50 Bud’s Collective
3-3:50 Junior Sisk Band
4-4:50 Nothin’ Fancy
5-5:50 Lonesome River 
Band

6-6:50 Deer Creek Boys
7-7:50 Junior Sisk Band
8-8:50 Nothin’ Fancy
9-9:50 Lonesome River 
Band

10 Fireworks

CROSSING THE FINISH LINE

ERIK BEEMAN Ripple Effect Media

The new look of Rannells Field: turf and rubberized track ready for years to come

2 years after pitch, completed track gets a victory lap
MORE 
PHOTOS

MORE 
DETAILS
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