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‘It’s rare 
to get 
a pulse 
back’
Troopers and 
paramedics  
restart a heart 

Bleachers
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School board orders   
inspection of facilities 
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From 2019: Livestock arrives for Fair 
Week.

Blue wash
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The Rannells Field visitors bleachers 
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AUGUSTA — The cattle are com-
ing — and so are the hogs, goats, 
sheep, rabbits, pickles, peaches, corn, 
photos and about every kind of entry 
you can think of. 

They’re all being checked in for 
the 64th annual Hampshire County 
Fair Sunday for 6 days of showing, 
judging and selling that follow, along 
with nights of rides, games, fair food, 
pageants, music, vehicles and even 
chainsaws. 

Even the weather looks to be coop-
erating.

“It looks pretty good other than be-
ing hot,” said Duane “Punkin” Oates, 
who chairs the fair committee. 

The fairgrounds in Augusta will be 
abuzz with activity all week long af-
ter sitting empty at this time last year, 
shut down by the Covid-19 pandem-

ic. 
But with lifting of restrictions in 

the spring, the Ruritans, who stage 
the fair, swung into high gear putting 
together one of Hampshire County’s 
longest-standing traditions. 

Livestock starts arriving at 6 a.m. 
Sunday, with weigh-ins later. Exhib-
its from 4-H clubbers, CEOS mem-
bers and the general public will pile 
in the gates Sunday afternoon to be 
arranged for exhibition. 
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AUGUSTA — First re-
sponders did what they do 
best Thursday night.

Two state troopers and a 
pair of off-duty paramedics 
saved a life. 

“Even as long as we train 
and as hard as we train, it’s 
rare to get a pulse back and 
see them trying to live,” 
Blake Shockey said about the 
outcome of the 4-man effort 
that got a lot of help from so 
many more. 

A 911 call around 7:30 
p.m. Thursday said a man ap-
peared unconscious at a stop 
sign on Ford Hill Road about 
4 miles south of U.S. 50. 

Troopers S.W. Rigby and 
J.L. Wolfe found the 70-year-
old slumped behind the steer-
ing wheel. Paramedic Derek 
Skinner heard the call and ar-
rived on the scene with them. 

Shockey, on his way home 
to Capon Bridge after a shift 
with Romney’s volunteer
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ROMNEY — The bleach-
ers at Rannells Field and the 
Hampshire High School gym 
are closed, the school board 
announced Monday night. 

Board President Deb-
bie Champ made the brief 
statement after the 5 board 
members and Superinten-
dent Jeff Pancione returned 
from a 32-minute closed ses-
sion where they consulted by 
phone with the school sys-
tem’s attorneys, Bowles and 

Rice. 
The bleachers will remain 

closed until after an inspec-
tion that Pancione said was 
being organized by Mainte-
nance and Safety Coordinator 
Steve Hott. 

The impetus for the deci-
sion, Champ said, was a re-
port in last week’s Hamp-
shire Review that outlined ar-
eas where the bleachers don’t 
meet the standards set in 1990 
by  the  Americans  with  Dis-

Valley Health to 
staff: Vaccinate

Christian 
academy  
to open for 
fall term
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The steel truss John Blue Bridge sinks into the South Branch Monday morning, clearing way for construction of the 2nd lane of the concrete bridge that is 
replacing it. The demolished structure was erected in 1936. The new span should be completed in November.  
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WINCHESTER — Valley 
Health told its employees and 
affiliated physicians Monday 
that the Covid-19 vaccine is 
now required.

The order takes effect im-
mediately and requires staff 
to be fully vaccinated by Nov. 
1. More than 2,100 employ-
ees of the 6-hospital system 
remain unvaccinated. 

“We believe requiring our 
staff to take this step to stop 
the spread of the virus is the 
most responsible course of ac-
tion,” said Valley Health Pres-
ident and CEO Mark Nantz.

Valley Health employs 
more than 250 people in 
Hampshire County between 
its hospital, wellness center, 
transportation service and 
home health care divisions. 
The system’s flagship hospi-
tal, Winchester Medical Cen-
ter, provides employment 
for dozens more Hampshire 
County residents. 

In all, Valley Health has 
6,300 employees and affiliat-
ed doctors. The network said 
Monday that 65% are vacci-
nated, with that number rising 
daily. 
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AUGUSTA — There will be a new 
private school option for Hampshire 
families this fall: Victory Christian 
Academy is opening its doors at its Au-
gusta site come Sept. 1. 

Last year, VCA offered virtual Chris-
tian, Bible-based curriculum from Abe-
ka during the height of the pandemic, 
but this fall will see the school’s 1st 
in-person semester. 

The school’s new administrator and 
teacher, Paw Paw native Toni Craw-
ford, said she’s excited to get the 
ball rolling on the new school year, 
and looking forward to bringing a 
Christ-centered learning environment 
to interested students and families. 

“I’m nervous, but I’m excited,” 
Crawford said. “My head is every-
where, thinking about all  the  little  and
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Six weeks ago, Covid patient 
Jeff Veach couldn’t find voice to 
talk with family and was staring 
down the possibility of being on 
a ventilator the rest of his life. 

Saturday, the Augusta volun-
teer firefighter, made it partway 
home, transferred from UVA 
Hospital in Charlottesville, Va., 
to Hampshire Memorial Hospi-
tal on Sunrise Summit. 

“We’re very blessed,” his 
daughter, Holly Bailey of 
Slanesville, said Tuesday morn-
ing. 

Jeff was greeted at the hospi-
tal by friends and family carry-
ing balloons and signs — and 

his colleagues from the Augus-
ta Fire Company, who present-
ed his sons a day earlier with a 
$10,000 check, the proceeds of a 
raffle they’re staging. 

“We still have a lot more tick-
ets to sell with all proceeds go-
ing to the family,” the company 
said on its Facebook page. 

Veach contracted the virus in 

late January, suffering so badly 
that he was 1st on a ventilator at 
Winchester Medical Center and 
then transferred to UVA. 

He continued to struggle there 
— off the ventilator at one point, 
then back on in May. 

In early June his sister-in-law 
Christina Baker posted on Face-
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Hello, Hampshire! From
Brandon Martin, Augusta

Coralena Smith, Romney
Thanks for subscribing

EAR LY  SC H ED U LE
SUNDAY

6 a.m.-noon: Livestock check-in. 
2-4 p.m.: 4-H entry check-in
2-6 p.m.: CEOS, crop check-in
MONDAY

10 a.m.: Rabbit, lamb and goat showman-
ship and judging

7 p.m.: Miss Hampshire County Fair and 
Outstanding Teen pageant

TUESDAY

9 a.m.: Hog showmanship and judging
6:30 p.m.: Prince and princess  pageant
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County fair roars back to life Sunday
fair days 2021

Jeff Veach 
heads home
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Jeff Veach 
arrives at 
Hampshire 
Memorial 
Hospital 
Saturday. 
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