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The biggest news always 
pops up when we least expect it. 
That surprise element is sort of 
the essence of news. 

Who knew a global pandem-
ic would consumer our lives in 
2020? Or that voters would ap-
prove Hampshire County’s 1st 
school bond call in a genera-
tion? 

But there are also stories 

that don’t just erupt. They keep 
perking along. 

Here are 10 of those that we 
expect to emerge or wrap up in 
2021. Consider yourself fore-
warned and forearmed.

Will traffic be flowing over 
the new John Blue Bridge by 
year’s end? 

Keep those fingers crossed. 
The schedule says Decem-
ber 2021 and like all construc-
tion projects, contractors build 

in time for unforeseen circum-
stances and the state builds in 
financial incentives to finish 
early. 

So far, weather has cooperat-
ed and surprises have been min-
imal. 

Crews have been digging 
since spring on the new half of 
the bridge that will carry south-
bound traffic. Once it’s done, 
traffic will switch to the new 
half-bridge while the old trestle 
structure, built in 1936, is torn 
down and the new north-bound 
lane is built. 

When will dirt start being 
moved for school construc-
tion? 

There are a few necessary ac-
tions that need to occur before 
ground can be broken on the 
North, West or Central Elemen-
tary Schools and the gym at Ca-
pon Bridge Elementary. While 
the School Building Authority 
formally approved the paper-
work for the projects in Hamp-
shire County, the bonds need to 
be sold and an architect needs to 
be hired.

The SBA had intended  to  de-
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Our community is only as strong 
as the least fortunate among us. 

That’s Josh Arnold’s philosophy, 
and how he’s applied that philos-
ophy to his work has made him a 
standout in Hampshire County for 
his generosity to the community and 
one of the Review’s most inspiring 
people of 2020. 

 Arnold, owner of Lost Moun-

tain BBQ Company in Romney, has 
called his efforts in the community 
“good business,” but the matter-of-
fact, industrious exterior isn’t fool-
ing anyone. There’s real need here 
in Hampshire, and Arnold knows it. 

Throughout the year, Arnold and 
the BBQ crew have given back to 
the community seemingly at ev-
ery turn, raising money and aware-
ness for Anthony Voit, a HHS stu-

dent facing Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
offering a percentage of the pro-
ceeds to the Trojan Athletic Asso-
ciation, donating art supplies to the 
area schools and, most recently, 
partnering with the Romney First 
United Methodist Church to provide 
Thanksgiving dinners for around 
500 folks in the community who 
might need it this holiday season. 

And in the spring, Arnold donated 
a check for $2,475 to Hampshire
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A Shanks couple who had been mar-
ried 60 years died of Covid-19 within a 
day of each other 
this weekend. 

Avery Kesner 
was 78 when she 
died Saturday 
and her husband, 
Albert “Brooks” 
Kesner was 79 
when he died on 
Sunday. 

Both were res-
idents at hard-hit 
Hampshire Cen-
ter at the time 
of their pass-
ing, making them the 3rd and 4th peo-
ple there to die of complications from 
Covid-19. Last week the facility re-
ported 41 active cases among residents 
and 21 more among staff. 
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Vaccinations for Covid-19 are 
spreading methodically through Hamp-
shire County and the entire state. 

The County Health Department 
will be vaccinating 100 people age 80 
or older next Tuesday (Jan. 12) and 
Thursday (Jan. 14).

“We filled up 100 spots in 2 hours 
yesterday,” Health Director Stephanie 
Shoemaker said Tuesday morning. 

Now the Health Department has 150 
doses that it will give to those 80 and 
over on a first-come, first-serve basis 
starting at 9 a.m. Saturday at Hamp-
shire High School. Gates will not open 
until 9.  

In addition, work is underway to 
vaccinate  school  staff,  starting  with
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On Monday morning 
“about a thousand” packag-
es landed at the Romney Post 
Office for delivery that day. 

“That’s the most we’ve 
seen, even before Christ-
mas,” acting Postmaster An-
gel Knepper said.

They were mostly packag-
es that were to be Christmas 
presents 10 days earlier and 
they’re probably just the first 
of more to come. 

Mail delivery here and 
across the nation is falling 
woefully behind and nobody 
is happy about it — not post-
al officials, not letter carriers, 
not shippers and certainly not 
the homes and businesses that 
are looking for bills and pack-
ages and other mail. 

“We’re frustrated just as 
much as our customers are,” 
said Sinikka Melvin, presi-
dent of the Clarksburg Area 
Local (which includes Hamp-
shire County) of the American 
Postal Worker Union. “Our 
clerks deal with the frustrated 
public every day.” 

Like with Gloria McKee. 
“Still haven’t received our 
electric bills...and payment is 
due January 7,” she lamented 
late last week.  

When the Review asked 
Facebook users  for  examples 
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SPRINGFIELD — Five men 
have been arrested with one hos-
pitalized after a reported kidnap-
ping attempt that was met with 
gunfire and a chase across the 
Springfield Grade Sunday night. 

West Virginia State Police 
said Tuesday afternoon that 
names were not being released 
“due to the ongoing investiga-
tion and several pending charges 
and arrests.”

But a search of regional jail 

records indicate these bookings 
from Monday: 

• Michael Paul Anderson, 65, 
on charges of wanton endan-
germent, conspiracy to commit 
a felony, attempted kidnapping 
and burglary;

• Gregory Thomas Corwell, 
42, charged with malicious 
wounding, attempted murder, 
possession with intent, wanton 
endangerment, and from Miner-
al County, driving on a suspend-
ed license;

• Terry Bruce Livermore Jr., 
42, charged with conspiracy, 
wanton endangerment, burglary 
and attempted kidnapping;

• Edward John North, 50, 
charged with burglary, conspira-
cy, illegal possession of destruc-
tive devices (explosives), wan-
ton endangerment and attempt-
ed kidnapping; and

• Gregory Shawn Robinette, 
42, charged by Mineral County 
on violation of a protective or-
der. 

A 911 call shortly after 10 
p.m. Sunday said a home inva-
sion was occurring and a man 
was being beaten on Tupelo 
Loop, east of Route 28 a little 
north of Springfield Assembly 
of God. 

While state police were en 
route to the home, a 2nd call 

came in saying a Chevrolet truck 
was leaving with bullet holes in 
it. A 3rd call followed for assis-
tance with a man suffering from 
a gunshot wound on Frost Drive, 
about 2 miles south of Points off 
Jersey Mountain Road.

At the Tupelo Loop home, 
State Police were told that 3 men 

carrying pistols barged into the 
house, telling those there to get 
on the ground and saying they 
were taking a woman there with 
them along with personal be-
longings and a car.   

A man in the home told police 
he heard gunshots  from  outside
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How well 
do you 
know this 
place we 
call home? 

Our toll
 159 Active
 9 In hospital 
 17 Deaths
1111 Total  

cases

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday

Meet the 1st of 3 who inspired us in 
2020, and 2 more on Jan. 13 and 20

Josh Arnold (right) held 
a fundraiser in Septem-
ber for Steve Davidson, 
who was battling can-
cer. Arnold raised $888 
for the Davidson family. 
Steve passed away at 
the end of November. 
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