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Williams 
gets his day 
in court
Judge testifies, apologizes

Review Files

From 2021: Musicians on stage keep it together. 

South Branch stage 
set for bluegrass 

Hearing 1st step toward 
Supreme Court ruling

BONNIE WILLIAMSON Review Correspondent

MARTINSBURG — After 3 
days of hearings and testimony 
from nearly 30 witnesses, includ-
ing Judge Carter Williams himself, 
the State Supreme Court will have 
the final say concerning Judge Wil-
liams’ 11 counts of judicial and pro-
fessional misconduct. 

But that final say won’t come un-
til fall — and could drag into next 
year. 

Williams, a 22nd Circuit jurist 
had his day in court last Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday at the 
Berkeley County Judicial Center in 
front of a 9-member Judicial Hear-
ing Board. 

The board consists of 3 circuit 

judges, a senior status judge, a fam-
ily court judge, a magistrate and 3 
public members, all appointed by 
the State Supreme Court. Judge Mi-
chael Lorenson of the 23rd Circuit 
was the only board member in the 
courtroom. The 
rest were con-
nected via the 
Internet. 

The hearing 
board will de-
cide findings 
of fact and in-
terpret the law, 
making recom-
mendations to 
the State Su-
preme Court on disciplinary action 
if it upholds any of the charges. 

Despite a life dedicated to the law, 
Williams  allowed  his  driver’s  li-

Riverfest honors 
Cacapon waters, the 
importance of art  
in the community
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

CAPON BRIDGE — “Just fantas-
tic.” 

That’s how Tim Reese described last 
weekend’s inaugural Cacapon River-
fest in Capon Bridge. 

A few other words the Friend of the 
Cacapon used were “amazing,” “finan-
cially successful” and “dynamite.”

In other words, the event was a win 
for The River House, the Friends of the 
Cacapon and Hampshire County as a 
whole. 

“It was just amazing,” Reese said. 
“Our partners…really came together 
with The River House to make some-
thing that I think was really special be-
cause it incorporated the river celebra-
tion with educational activities, and 
music and excellent food.” 

 Reese said the event had 3 main 
themes: the river, the environment and 
the arts. The goal of the festival was 
to marry the 3 themes, which Reese 
called a rousing success since 1,102 
people flocked to the arts venue on the 
river to check it out. 

“We were targeting a population that 
cares about the river,” he added. “They 
may not consider themselves ‘environ-
mentalists,’ but if you love the river, 
you are an environmentalist.” 

The event was 1 of 3 big functions 
bringing attention to the Bridge this 
weekend, with Saturday bringing Fam-
ily Frontier Day to Fort Edwards and 
Relay for Life rocking the fire hall 
grounds. Originally, Reese thought that 
the other events would draw away from 
Riverfest, but as Saturday rolled on, the 
opposite was the case. 

13th annual music fest  
hits Wapocoma Saturday
KENIA CECILIA ITZEP Review Staff

ROMNEY — The town of Romney shines 
with anticipation, only days away from the 
13th annual Bluegrass Festival. 

Dust off your hats and lawn chairs and treat 
your family to a day of music, food and fun, 
for only $5 per person (children 11 and un-
der are free of charge). There will be a vari-
ety of food – think barbecue, Mill Creek Ru-
ritan ham sandwiches, funnel cakes, shrimp 
and more. 

And the food  is  just  the  beginning;  there 

Romney voters back $2.50 fire fee 

SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

ROMNEY — America’s favorite sea-
food — shrimp — will be farmed in Ca-
pon Bridge if business plans presented 
at last Wednesday’s Hampshire Coun-
ty Development Authority meeting are 
implemented. 

Plans to raise Pacific white shrimp 
in the Capon Bridge Technology Park 
were presented by A. J. Shapiro, CEO 

of Aquabanq Fish Farms LLC, a land-
based aquaculture business headquar-
tered in Sheridan, Wyo.  

The company is interested in con-
structing a facility on 6 to 10 acres, with 
potential for eventually expanding to 

25 acres. Aquabanq also plans eventu-
ally to develop similar facilities in oth-
er states. 

Implementing the plan will require 
hiring a dozen full-time employees 
by early next year, the lowest paid of 
whom would be farmworkers earning 
$34,000 annually. 

After a year, the workforce should 
expand to 30 full-time employees — 50 

if they add a processing plant. 
Shapiro noted that one advantage of 

farming shrimp is that they grow fast, 
with extra jumbo shrimp requiring 4 
months to reach market size. The com-
pany could produce as much as 275,000 
pounds of shrimp a year in each of their 
2 planned production units. 

Other advantages of raising shrimp 
locally rather than importing it from 

Asia include reducing transportation 
costs, increasing food quality, bettering 
sustainability and enhancing food safe-
ty. Imported shrimp can take 6 months 
to reach the consumer, Shapiro said — 
and the longer it takes, the greater the 
danger of that food quality and safety 
becoming compromised along the way. 

The company  will  use  an  advanced

JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — It wasn’t quite landslide 
status, but 58.7% of Romney voters said 
last week that they support a $2.50 fee add-
ed to their town water-and-sewer bill to go 
for fire protection. 

“I can’t thank the mayor and the council 
enough for asking the voters,” Fire Chief 
G.T. Parsons said Monday. “It’s going to be 
huge for us.”

Romney’s Town Council approved the 
increase last July, then rescinded it the 
same night and decided to ask voters in last 
week’s election if they were in favor of it. 

The advisory referendum ended up 67-
47 in favor of the fee, so now the town can 
start work on the ordinance again. 

“We’ve just got to work through the pro-
cess,” Mayor Beverly Keadle said. 

As a revenue-generating measure, the 
authorizing ordinance has to receive 3 read-
ings (and approvals each time) at Council, 
a public hearing and published notice in the 
Hampshire Review. 

It’s a 2- or 3-month process that will be-
gin with the July 11 Town Council meeting. 

About 10 or 15% of Romney  Fire  Com-
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION 
13TH ANNUAL SOUTH BRANCH VALLEY

Bluegrass Festival
& FIREWORKS SHOW

Performances by: 
Sideline, Blue Ridge 
Thunder, Centerfire, 

Seth Mulder & Midnight 
Run & Fly Birds

Admission
$5 Per Person 
At The Gate
(Ages 12 & Up)

Appalachian Road ShowJune 25 (RAIN OR SHINE)

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
WAPOCOMA CAMPGROUND
Rt. 50 west of Romney, WV on River Rd.

SCHEDULE 

11 a.m. Opening remarks 
and National Anthem

11:05-11:50 Centerfire
Noon-12:50 Fly Birds
1-1:50 Blue Ridge Thunder 
2-2:50 Seth Mulder & 
Midnight Run

3-3:50 Sideline
4-4:50 Fly Birds
5-5:50 Blue Ridge Thunder
6-6:50 Seth Mulder & 
Midnight Run

7-7:50 Sideline
8-9:30 Appalachian Road 
Show

9:30 Closing remarks and 
fireworks

Williams

PARTY IN THE BRIDGE X 3

‘Better 
 AND 
better’

Shrimp farm has big plan for Hampshire

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF 
Review Staff

Avery celebrates his 
2nd-place finish in the 
boat race Saturday at 
Riverfest.
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