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DOG HOARD: ‘ENOUGH WAS ENOUGH’

Online auction 
sizzles for FFA 

JIM KING and NICK CARROLL Review Staff

LOOM — Dozens of dogs are 
slowly being removed from a res-
cue operation that authorities say 
has been bringing in animals from 
all over. 

“It’s just turned into a hoarding 
situation,” Sheriff Nathan Sions 
said Tuesday. 

He and deputies executed a war-
rant Monday on Love Shack Dog 
Rescue at 383 Cabin Road, about 
4 miles north of U.S. 50 off Timber 
Ridge Road. 

There they found more than 140 
dogs in pens and the remains of at 
least 3 more. Sions said the carcass-
es were decomposed enough that 
the cause of death wasn’t apparent. 

Neighbor Amber Sizemore 
Kesner said she was in tears be-
cause of the living conditions of the 
dogs. 

“The commercials you see on TV 
have nothing on real-life situations 
like this,” said Kesner, who noted 
that she has helped break up fights 

between the dogs at Love Shack. 
Nine dogs were removed from the 

3-acre site on Monday. Sions said 
rescuers had a double challenge fac-
ing them. 

First, he noted, each animal has to 
be tagged so it can be tracked. 

Second, he said, is finding other 
rescue operations to handle the in-
flux. 

“We’re trying to do our due dili-
gence and make sure these dogs ar-
en’t going back into the same situa-
tion they’re getting out of here,” the 
sheriff said. 

Rescue groups are being brought 
in to help because the sheer num-
bers are more than the Hampshire 
County Animal Shelter can handle. 

“We’re not looking for people to 

call and adopt dogs,” Sions said. 
“That would be overwhelming. Our 
goal is to get these to rescues who 
will then take care of the adopting 
out.” 

Spurred by neighbors’ com-
plaints, the sheriff’s office began 
working last October with Sabrina 
Droescher, who is listed as the non-
profit’s contact on its business li-

cense at the West Virginia Secretary 
of State’s office. 

“We have been trying to work 
with her to get the number of dogs 
down that she has,” Sions said. 
“She hasn’t been cooperative on her 
part.”

Monday’s warrant produced co-
operation  from  Droescher,  Sions

JIM KING and   
NICK CARROLL Review Staff

The FFA’s 2nd online ham, 
bacon and egg sale had even 
more success than its 1st a 
year ago. 

The numbers still aren’t 
what the young farmers raised 
with their in-person sales in 
the years before the Covid-19 
pandemic, but they show a lot 
of support. 

“The community does sup-
port our kids greatly and we 
appreciate it,” FFA adviser 
Rachel Sulser said. 

Sales of the students’ prod-

ucts totaled $67,416. That’s 
a decent jump from the 
$62,536.50 worth of prodcuts 
sold last year, but still down 
from the record $83,333.75 
sold in 2019. 

Again this year a couple of 
factors push up the amount of 
money changing hands from 
the online auction that ended 
10 days ago. 

First, community members 
donated items that raised an 
additional $1,100 that goes to 
the FFA itself, not the young 
producers. 

Review Files

In a never-before-published photo, President Bush poses with National Teacher of 
the Year Rae Ellen McKee’s class at Slanesville Elementary School after their read-
ing lesson. 

‘Heart upon heart’
Breaking badThree decades ago, a 

Slanesville teacher put 
Hampshire County in 
the national spotlight
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

SLANESVILLE — One hour. 
Sixty minutes. That’s 3,600 seconds. 
One hour is how long it took to begin Rae 

Ellen McKee’s journey as National Teacher 
of the Year in 1991, and now, 30 years later, 
it’s just as exciting to see Hampshire Coun-
ty on the map for education. 

President George H.W. Bush spent 1 
hour at Slanesville Elementary School on 
Wednesday, April 10, 1991 to award Lev-
els-native McKee with the prestigious 
award, which catapulted Hampshire County 
into national news. 

Flashback 30 years: then-governor Gas-
ton Caperton is attempting to create a “re-
birth” of West Virginia’s public education-
al system. 

McKee, a 33-year-old reading specialist 
at SES who won the national award is the 
gem in the crown of change for the schools 
in the Mountain State, and when President 
Bush visited the little rural community in 
1991, he brought the eyes of the nation here. 

McKee is a native of Levels, and she 
graduated from Shepherd College and re-
ceived her master’s degree from WVU. 
She’s also a 5th generation teacher, so it’s 
basically in her blood.

‘The right 
place at the 
right time’

Taylor’s alertness 
saves a man’s life 

JIM KING Review Staff

SHEPHERDSTOWN — Matt 
Taylor was doing what he does, 
helping people improve their lives 
physically, one day last September 
when his routine took an unexpect-
ed step to the extraordinary. 

He saved a man’s life. 
“I happened to be in the right 

place at the right time,” Taylor said. 
The 2007 Hampshire High 

School graduate was honored for 
his efforts by the Red Cross along 
with 3 others who used their Red 
Cross training in saving the life of 
the heart attack victim at Shepherd 
University’s Wellness Center swim-
ming pool. 

“I was doing aquatic therapy like 
I do every Tuesday and Thursday,” 
Taylor said of the events of Sept. 3. 

Taylor works for Pivot Physical 
Therapy, 
which 
rents 

space 
at the 
Shep-
herd

Covid trends wrong 
way in Hampshire 
JIM KING Review Staff

Hampshire County’s latest trend in 
Covid-19 is headed in the wrong direc-
tion, and that concerns Health Depart-
ment Director Stephanie Shoemaker. 

“I would certainly hate to get this far 
into spring and see things reverse — and 
there goes graduation and prom,” she 
said Monday. 

In 6 days, Hampshire County’s in-
cidence rate — the percentage of pos-
itive cases per 100,000 population —
mushroomed from 2.47 (last Tuesday) to 
16.07 on Monday. 

That pushed the county from green to 
yellow to gold to orange on the state’s 
5-color  map  tracking  the  spread  of 
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Our toll
 25 Active
 1 in hospital 
 32 Deaths
1,697 Con-

firmed

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

Sign up for  
the vaccine 
Visit vaccinate.
wv.gov or call 
1-833-734-
0965. 
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Sheriff’s deputies removing 
140 canines from rescue site  

HC Sheriff’s 
Office

Conditions 
at Love 
Shack Dog 
Rescue 
Tuesday 
morning 

See 
TIME 
page 
7A n

Matt 
Taylor 
with 
his Red 
Cross 
award 

Review Files

Rae Ellen McKee and President Bush 
wave goodbye to the many onlookers on 
the Slanesville property. 

Making
HAy How Dream 

Lake Farm 
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