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Schools: 
‘It’s time 
to mask’
Students, staff must wear 
them beginning today

‘I watched the 
towers collapse’
HHS grad saw the tragedy unfold from 5th Avenue

Cicadas, drought, swarms sow farm worries

20 years ago America was attacked; 
20 years later, some of us still have 
never-before-told stories of the day.

Review files

Top: Spotted lanternflies are drawing 
nearer to Hampshire County. Above: 
Cicadas do their damage to the ends 
of branches. 
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Beginning today, the stu-
dents in Hampshire County 
will be required to wear masks 
in the classroom, following 
guidance from the Hampshire 
County Health Department. 

The joyful return to in-per-
son learning several weeks 
ago has now been overshad-
owed by rising numbers 
in positive Covid-19 cases 
around the county, and Super-
intendent Jeff Pancione said 
that while this decision may 
not be a popular one, it’s a 
necessary one. 

“It’s not an easy decision,” 
he said Tuesday morning. 
“But our focus is on students 
and education, and the goal is 
to continue in-person learn-

ing.”
After consulting with local 

health officials and head nurse 
Rhonda Dante, today marks a 
return to masked classrooms 
here in the county. 

Pancione commented that 
while numbers have been in-
creasing countywide, there is 
good news to focus on. 

“Staff and students are in 
school,” he said, pointing out 
that in-person learning is al-
ready more well-received 
than virtual school. “We have 
tired of Covid, but it’s time to 
mask up for a while.”  

Beginning today, Hamp-
shire County Schools will be 
following state Covid guide-
lines for schools with a uni-
versal mask policy.
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Kristine Brabson was a recent 
Hampshire High School graduate 
in 2001.

As a member of HHS Class of 
2000, she had gotten her diploma 
and was off to the Big Apple to 
begin her college career at NYU. 

In September of 2001, she had 
just begun her sophomore year.

On Sept. 11, 2001, at 8:45 
a.m., she woke up in her 5th Av-

enue dorm room to what she de-
scribed in New York City as “to-
tal chaos.”

“I remember waking up a lit-
tle late that morning to a grow-
ing chorus of emergency vehi-
cle sirens,” Brabson recalled. “I 
had been working at the student 
newspaper until 2 a.m. the night 
before, and didn’t have a morn-
ing class, so I was sleeping in.”

Sleeping in is nothing out 

of the ordinary for an exhaust-
ed, busy college sophomore, but 
what Brabson woke up to was a 
living nightmare. 

“Someone in the building 
must’ve told us a plane hit one of 
the Twin Towers,” she remem-
bered. “When we stuck our heads 
out of our windows, we could 
see the tower smoking – about 3 
miles away.”
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The 2021 growing season has 
had its share of worries for farm-
ers, who are natural worriers to be-
gin with. 

Of course, there’s always the 
weather to fret over and deal with. 
This year has been no exception 
in Hampshire County, with a cold, 
wet spring followed by a dry, hot 
1st 2 months of summer. 

But 2021’s worries haven’t 
stopped there. 

There were 17-year cicadas 
wreaking havoc with fruit trees 
that weren’t protected. 

Swarms of black birds feasted 
on the sweet corn that we wanted 
to feast on ourselves. 

And don’t forget the prospect of 
army worms — the sworn enemies 
of hay growers — and spotted lan-

ternflies, both ravaging crops in 
neighboring counties. 

“It’s been really tough, and for 
everybody all the way around,” 
extension agent Candace Delong 
says. 

The big deal has been the hot, 
dry spell that began summer. 

The National Weather Service 
says that between June 24, the 
4th day of summer, and Aug. 18, 
Romney recorded just 2.48 inch-
es of rain. A typical year sees 8.0 
inches of rain over those 8 weeks. 

“The biggest thing for me as a 
cattle farmer is the pasture for cat-
tle,” says River Road farmer John 
Arnold. “That was getting pretty 
detrimental around the county.”

Delong said several farmers 
started feeding cattle hay earlier 
than usual as the pastures dried up. 

Arnold grows corn too and his 
weather worries began long before 
the dry spell set in. 

“Cold nights and days in late 
April  and  up  into  May  hurt  my

Covid hitting 
the young hard 

Arts fest buzzing this weekend
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Covid-19 is at-
tacking Hampshire 
County’s youth like 
never before. 

Of the 122 new 
cases reported here 
in the last 7 days, 
nearly a 3rd — 40 — 
of them were people 
age 20 or younger. 

Thirteen cases 
alone were reported 
in children age 12 
to 15. Nearly a doz-
en 5- to 11-year-olds 
are ill with the virus. 

In comparison, 
only 31 cases were reported 
in people over age 60, gener-
ally considered the most vul-
nerable population, but also 
the most vaccinated. 

Health Director Tamitha 
Wilkins on Tuesday pleaded 
with parents to take a child’s 
illness seriously. 

“We really, really need fam-
ilies to understand that if they 

have any school-
age children in their 
home that have been 
sent home because 
they’re sick or been 
tested, that family 
needs to quarantine 
and not be going 
out,” Wilkins said. 
“If they are home 
to quarantine, they 
need to stay home 
to quarantine even if 
they feel good.”

She said her de-
partment is advising 
students who have 
tested positive to not 

participate in extra-curricular 
activities.

“We cannot mandate that,” 
Wilkins acknowledged. “If 
they’re quarantined, that 
should mean everything.” 

Cases reverse-correlate 
with vaccinations. The high-
er the percentage of an age 
group  vaccinated,  the  fewer 
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ROMNEY — Clear your sched-
ules this weekend: arts, entertain-
ment and fun for the whole family 
makes its way to Romney for the 
3rd annual Hampshire Highlands 
Arts and Music Festival on Satur-
day.

There will be food. There will be 
music. There will be an opportuni-
ty for young festivalgoers to learn 
a little bit about the environmental 
impact of pollinators (that’s the fes-
tival’s theme this year), and even 
with Covid-19 numbers rising in the 
county, the outdoor festival promis-

es a time that’s safe and fun for all. 
“We know (Covid) has been in-

creasing somewhat in Hampshire 
County, but it hasn’t exploded here 
like it has in other places,” said Jo-
anne Snead with the Arts Council. 
“Almost all of (the  festival)  is  out-
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Our toll
 88 Active
 7 in hospital 
 38 Deaths
2,322 Con-

firmed

Vaccinated
38.7%  Fully
43.2%  Partially
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‘I was in the air ...

‘...celebrating   
my son’s birthday’

‘I was 
shopping 
...

‘The rest of 
the day is 
just a blur ...

‘...then the phone went dead.’ 

‘I was 
doing 
timesheets 
... ‘I was up  

the road 
from the 
Pentagon...’ 

‘I was an X-ray tech 
in the emergency 
room at INOVA   
Fair fax Hospital...’

Kristine Brabson

‘I was ...

Details, 
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A plague upon 2021

JOHN ARNOLD River Road

The tail end of a swarm of 
black birds takes flight from a 
field at the Arnold farm.  


