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Crowds rev up for 
Christmas with a 
full day in Romney

Police: CBMS 
teacher sent 
pics to kids

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

From mini-cars to horses to tractors, Saturday’s Christmas parade motored down Main Street to record crowds.

From Breakfast with 
Santa to the parade 
to FNB’s 81st party 
for kids, Christmas in 
Romney was full of ...

Boosters are 
‘booking up 
quick’ here
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Up, up, up. 
That’s the direction Covid numbers are 

headed here, for both the good (the num-
ber of folks getting boosted) and the bad 
(case numbers and deaths). 

Hampshire County recorded its 4,000th 
case of the pandemic Sunday, just 4 
months after passing 2,000. 

Since the begin-
ning of Decem-
ber, 4 Covid-relat-
ed deaths have been 
confirmed by the 
health department 
— a 67-year-old 
Romney woman, a 
61-year-old Augusta man, a 78-year-old 
Romney woman and a 64-year-old Shanks 
man. 

With data from DHHR, Clarksburg TV 
station WBOY reported that as of Dec. 7, 
Hampshire County was ranked 45th in the
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ROMNEY — “Children laughing, peo-
ple passing, meeting smile after smile.”

It may not be Christmas time in the city, 
but it’s certainly Christmas time in Rom-
ney, and last weekend was the culmination 
of holiday celebrations in this little moun-
tain town.  

Starting bright and early at 8 a.m., the 
festivities were off in a flash in the holiday 
bustle of downtown Romney. 

The annual breakfast with Santa re-
turned to the fire hall this year, and fire 
chief G.T. Parsons revealed that 403 
breakfasts were served to the community. 

“What a great day to be in Romney. We 
can’t thank our wonderful patrons enough 
for coming to breakfast with Santa,” the 

Romney Fire Company posted on Face-
book Saturday evening. “It truly was a 
great day in our town.”

Also at the fire hall was a flurry of ac-
tivity below in the engine bay: ginger-
bread house construction, sponsored by 
the Hampshire County Public Library. 
Children’s librarian Amy Lauderback said 
last week that the library was going to be 
providing materials for approximately 300 
gingerbread houses. 

The breakfast and gingerbread houses 
wrapped up at 11 a.m., which gave busi-
nesses and  organizations  enough  time  to
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C A P O N 
BRIDGE — A Ca-
pon Bridge Middle 
School teacher was 
arrested last Thurs-
day on charges of 
sending obscene 
material to 2 stu-
dents. 

Special education 
teacher Melissa Di-
diana, 37, of Cross Junction 
Va., admitted to West Virginia 
State Police that she sent ex-
plicit images and video of her-
self to these students before 
Thanksgiving break.

Cpl. J.D. Carson secured 
Didiana’s admission, in which 
she confirmed that she down-
loaded Snapchat and friended 
current and former students. 

Hampshire Coun-
ty Schools Person-
nel Director Pam 
Slocum said the 
schools could not 
comment on an on-
going personnel 
matter. 

“The health and 
safety of our stu-
dents is our 1st pri-
ority,” Slocum said. 

“Please know that we enforce 
all rules and policies that 
school employees are expect-
ed to obey. There is a process 
to complete and we are work-
ing through it.” 

State police said Didiana 
has been released on $40,000 
bond. 

The investigation contin-
ues. o
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Paying the toll at the Oldtown Bridge

Bridge complaint 
gets Md. hearing
But W.Va. PSC denies complaint

‘She thought big, 
and she aimed high’

Piggest Raffle Ever offers financial support to 5 families

JIM KING Review Staff

On her 4th try, Belinda Sue 
Kiser’s campaign to gain con-
trol of the Oldtown Bridge, 
has gotten to 1st base with a 
state agency. 

The Maryland Public Ser-
vice Commission has sched-
uled a virtual “pre-hearing 
conference” on her claim that 
the bridge is not being ade-
quately maintained and her 
challenge to the toll rates im-
posed in 2012. 

The hearing is set for 10 
a.m. Dec. 21, a Tuesday, via 
Maryland PSC’s YouTube 
channel. 

The opening comes a 
month after Kiser struck out 
for the 2nd time with the West 
Virginia Public Service Com-
mission.

West Virginia’s PSC last 
month told the founder of 
the Green Spring Low Water 
Bridge Committee that it has 
no jurisdiction over the bridge 
and can’t help her.

Kiser’s 1st filing in Mary-
land was also closed without 
any action. 

Kiser, on her Everything 
Green Spring Facebook page, 
remains undaunted. 

Weather 
service 
warns of 
brushfires
JIM KING Review Staff

The National Weather Service 
has stopped just shy of issuing a 
brushfire warning, but Romney 
G.T. Parsons is willing to go a 
step further. 

“Don’t burn,” he said succinct-
ly Tuesday. 

West Virginia is under fall 
burning regulations through the 
end of this month. That includes 
restrictions on open fires. 

But on Monday, the National 
Weather Service’s Baltimore of-
fice posted an alert on Facebook. 

“Given anomalously dry con-
ditions over much of the region 
over the past 30-60 days, local 
vegetation (fuels) have reached 
exceptionally  dry  levels,”  the
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AUGUSTA — The Piggest Raffle Ever came 
to an official close in August, and at the end 
of November, 5 local families received over 
$1,500 as a result of Sarah Ladd’s outreach ef-
forts. 

Ladd, a 9th generation farmer and owner of 
Brushy Ridge Farm Stand and Country Bou-
tique in Augusta, worked with the Hampshire 
County Farm Bureau, The Bank of Romney 
and FNB to put on a raffle to raise money for 
several of her peers who have had a rough year.

She donated one of her hogs to the raffle and 
led organizational efforts, and was even hon-
ored with one of this year’s Spirit of Giving 
awards. 

“She’s only 18 years old, but growing to be 
a kindhearted volunteer,” said Rev. Roy Knight 
during the Spirit of Giving ceremony. “She 
thought big, and she aimed high.” 
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Boys grab an early victory
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Holiday greetings with drawings and thoughts from local kids
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Our toll
 64 Active
 9 in hospital 
 56 Deaths
4,009 Con-

firmed
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Sarah Ladd, a 9th-generation farmer in Augus-
ta, created the “Piggest Raffle Ever” to raise 
money for some of her classmates.
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