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WVSDB CUTTING STAFF BY 20%

Scams on the rise

Vaccines 
open to all 
adults now

JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — The drop in enrollment 
during this Covid-ravaged year is turn-
ing into a 20-percent staff reduction 
next year at the West Virginia Schools 
for the Deaf and the Blind. 

The schools last week handed out 
32 notices to current staffers that their 

positions will not be renewed for the 
2021-22 year that begins July 1. In ed-
ucation circles, the notices are referred 
to as RIFs, reduction-in-force notices. 

In addition, Personnel Director Son-
dra McKenery said, 10 more positions 
that are either vacant or filled by substi-
tutes are being eliminated. 

“We have lost students, so we’re 
downsizing,” acting Superintendent Pat 
Homberg said Monday. 

Two weeks ago Homburg reported 
WVSDB’s enrollment at 94 — 51 res-
idential and 43 day students. Of those, 
58 are enrolled in the School for the 
Blind and 36 in the School for the Deaf. 

Before the Covid pandemic, enroll-
ment had for several years hovered in 
the range of 110 students, with the split 
between deaf and blind students more 
even.

But the pandemic led many parents to 
keep their students home for this school 
year. Adding to parents’ reasons was the 
school’s decision to reduce homegoings 
to once a month from once a week. 

Homberg said homegoings will re-
sume weekly next school year. She also 

is hoping for an increase in students at-
tending short courses and teachers com-
ing to campus for training — both with 
an eye toward increasing enrollment. 

“As enrollment increases if the need 
arises for staff to work with the young-
sters, then the position will be posted 
and filled,” she said. “It all hinges on 
the enrollment.”

Any new openings will go 1st to 
those  who  were  laid  off,  by  seniority,

See WVSDB page 7A n
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State Police, West Virginia’s at-
torney general and even the Divi-
sion of Motor Vehicles are warning 
of a new wave of scams coming to 
a phone or email near you. 

The State police’s caution is for 
scams related to the new Covid re-
lief payments. 

“I just went to the dollar store to 
talk to an old guy who was buying 
about 10 gift cards to try to warn 
him,” said Sgt. J.R. Fletcher of the 
State Police’s Romney Detachment 
Thursday. 

The IRS, which is issuing the 
payments, will not contact recip-

ients by phone or email. You will 
not be asked for identification or 
any up-front money. 

If you are not sure about someone 
contacting you, call the State Police 
office in Romney at 304-822-3561. 

Social Security scams are in-
creasing too, Attorney General Pat-
rick Morrisey warns. 

He is urging consumers to protect 
their personal information. 

The scam involves unsolicit-
ed calls from someone who claims 
to be with the Social Security Ad-
ministration. The impostor tells the 
consumer  their  account  has  been
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West Virginia has opened Covid-19 vaccinations to 
everyone age 16 or older. 

Gov. Jim Justice made the announcement Monday 
with the order taking effect im-
mediately. 

“Now is our time. Let’s go, 
West Virginia,” Justice said. 
“Let’s get everybody in this 
state vaccinated.”

State data showed that about 
25% of the total population was 
partially vaccinated, and 15% 
were fully inoculated against 
the disease that has killed 2,612 
people so far in West Virginia.

The percentages were slightly lower in Hampshire 
County — 9.4% fully vaccinated and about 10.5% 
more at least partially vaccinated. 

As of Monday Hampshire had administered 6,673 
doses of Covid-19 vaccine; 2,189 were fully vaccinat-
ed. 

Total valuation of 
property here rises

History a hurdle to old hospital teardown

Data fix improves 
county’s status

ED MAURER 
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Qualifying 
for the 
National 
Register 
of Historic 
Places may 
complicate 
plans to 
tear the old 
hospital 
down. 

JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — The assessed 
value of all taxable proper-
ty in Hampshire County has 
spiked to its highest level in 
11 years — and the 3rd-high-
est ever. 

 The valuation of $1.380 
billion as of last July 1 jumped 
$15 million from a year earli-
er. 

The increase in the valua-
tion will mean more revenue 
for local government bodies 
that receive property taxes, 
primarily the school system 
and county government. 

Beyond that, the numbers 
are a peek into the state of the 
county’s economy. 

Almost every category of 
property and personal prop-
erty throughout the coun-
ty showed an increase from 
2019 to 2020. 

But the values of real estate, 
personal property and pub-

lic utilities within the town 
limits of Romney and Capon 
Bridge decreased by a com-
bined $667,000 out of $49.21 
million. 

“People aren’t moving to 
Romney so much,” Assessor 
Norma Wagoner noted. 

Her  office  verifies  valua-

SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

ROMNEY — The Hampshire County Devel-
opment Authority must confront one more barri-
er to tearing down the old Hampshire Memorial 
Hospital building, the authority’s board was told 
at its meeting last Wednesday.

The authority must get the State Historic Pres-
ervation Office to approve the demolition of an 
historic building. 

Sandra Scaffidi, owner of Fairmont-based 
Practical Preservation, reported her assessment 
of the building at last week’s authority meeting. 
She found the old hospital’s association with the 
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Hampshire County’s status 
in the battle against Covid-19 
hasn’t looked this bright in 
months — thanks to an adjust-
ment by the state in the statis-
tics it keeps. 

Hampshire’s status jumped 
from a mix of yellows and 
golds to mostly greens over the 
weekend as the state caught up 
on a glitch in its accounting. 

Some medical offices were 
only  reporting  the  positive
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Our toll
 5 Active
 1 in hospital 
 32 Deaths
1,625 Con-

firmed

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

Sign up for  
the vaccine 
Visit vaccinate.
wv.gov or call 
1-833-734-
0965. 
Vaccines are 
open to anyone 
age 16 or 
older. 

UPT ICK
Hampshire County’s total 
assessed valuation as of June 
30 of … 

2020: $1,380,23,904
2019: $1,365,106,394
2018:  $1,348,106,309
2017:  $1,318,135,293
2016:  $1,309,295,516
2015:  $1,316,970,800
2014:  $1,277,498,231
2013:  $1,271,108,632 
2012:  $1,304,515,598
2011:  $1,313,514,669
2010:  $1,345,113,364

11-year-old Morgan Fields calls this photo “Sleepy Babies.” Her hamster  
picture is just 1 of the entries in the annual county 4-H exhibit.

Enrollment decline eliminates 42 positions

Through their eyes BATTLING COVID-19
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