
 Hampshire @Review.comWednesday, March 31, 2021 Romney, WV • $1.05 PLUS TAX

Animal shelter dedicated to Col. Gee   Details, Page 4A

Feds take 
over drug 
cases vs. 2

Reopening stirs bluegrass hopes

Blue Bridge 
on track for 
Oct. finish

Prefab bridge 
might end 
lawsuit in CB

JIM KING Review Staff

Grand jury indictments against 2 Hamp-
shire County residents have been dropped 
after federal prosecutors charged them 
with the same crimes last week. 

Andrew Hose, 36, 
and Jessica Lynn 
Lundblad, 23, both 
of Augusta, were 
charged federally 
from the same set of 
alleged drug transac-
tions as the Hamp-
shire grand jury had 
based its charges on 
at the beginning of 
this month.

“It would be dou-
ble jeopardy,” Hamp-
shire County Prose-
cutor Rebecca Miller 
said. 

Prosecutors say the 
duo tried to sell hero-
in, fentanyl and meth 
to a confidential in-
formant last August. 
Miller said the feder-
al indictment includ-
ed an alleged transac-

tion from this February as well. 
Hose was indicted on a count of con-

spiracy to possess with intent to distribute 
heroin, fentanyl and methamphetamine; 
a count of distribution of methamphet-
amine; a count of aiding and abetting dis-
tribution of meth; a count of possession 
with intent to distribute heroin and fen-
tanyl mixture; and 2 counts of possession 
with intent to distribute meth.

JIM KING Review Staff

Worries about a new wave 
of Covid-19 across the county 
and state appear to be giving 
way to optimism that the pan-
demic is nearing an end. 

In the last week, Gov. Jim 
Justice has discarded the 
5-color map that has direct-
ed school closings and open-
ings for the last 7 months and 
authorized fairs, festivals and 

concerts as of May 1. 
The South Branch Valley 

Bluegrass Festival plans to be 
1 of those. 

“It’s something we need to 
do and the public wants,” or-
ganizer Trina Cox told the 
County Commission last 
week. 

Commissioners gave their 
endorsement  to  the  festival’s

Review Staff

SPRINGFIELD — The replacement of 
the John Blue Bridge is on track to be com-
pleted this fall, the Division of Highways 
says.

The $12.1 million project is replacing the 
existing 420-foot, 3-span truss bridge with a 
new structure 478 feet in length. The bridge 
carries Route 28 across the South Branch be-
tween Springfield and Romney.

Work on the project began last April with 
a completion date of Oct. 15 that is still ex-
pected to be met. Contractors are building 
the superstructure for the new bridge right 
next to – and under – the existing structure.

DOH District 5 Bridge Engineer Paul 
Steedman said the bridge will be finished a 
half at a time.

Division of Highways

Work is proceeding on the superstruc-
ture for the replacement of John Blue 
Bridge. 

ED MAURER Review Correspondent

With the bridge gone, reaching the 
far side of Duff Lane requires wading 
through the water. 

Shots, tussle, 
chase lead  
to charges 
Review Staff

A Shanks woman wanted for apparent-
ly firing shots at 2 men led authorities on a 
chase across Hampshire County Monday 
afternoon. 

Eliza Dawn Fishel, 44, was arrested in 
Golden Acres subdivision and taken to 
Potomac Highlands Regional Jail, where 
she remained Tuesday afternoon. No bail 
had been set. 

A 911 call shortly before 3 p.m. Monday 
said shots had been fired inside a mobile 
home in Shanks. When deputies arrived, 
Fishel was gone, but the people there said 
she had pulled a gun and fired it during an

SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

CAPON BRIDGE — Installation of a pre-
fabricated metal bridge across Dillons Run 
on Duff Lane was approved by the Capon 
Bridge Town Council in a special meeting 
last Wednesday. 

The council accepted an estimate by 
Bridge Brothers to install a 50-foot sin-
gle-span metal bridge for about $215,000. 
Other costs including attorney’s fees, a re-
quired geotechnical survey, and bank fees 
and interest on the loan needed to pay for 
the project will raise the cost to closer to 
$300,000. 

The previous bridge collapsed a year ago, 
3 years after it was closed to traffic. Since 
the collapse, residents of a  house  owned  by
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EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

In 2019, Eric Clemens, 40, was gearing 
up for a totally different chapter: he and 
his then-fiancée had planned to move to 
Hampshire County from Baltimore. 
Then, everything changed. 
Clemens suffered a serious stroke in 
Baltimore in March 2019. He was left 
with significant weakness on the right 

side of his body, as well as moderately 
expressive aphasia, meaning impair-
ment with language and speaking. 
See how a meeting with physical ther-
apist Steve Francis, an intern and the 
staff of Hampshire Memorial Hospital 
are giving Eric the new chapter he never 
expected. 

Turn to Page 8A

ERIC’S

ODYSSEY
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

Physical therapy student Nicole Olsen assists Eric Clemens work on walking Friday.

Lundblad

Hose

Details, 
Pages 5C-7C

Happy Easter!
Find these Easter eggs  
to win a free tavern ham 

Look For 
These

Dad-daughter pickin’
Living, Page 1C
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See SHOTS page 7A n

Vaccinations rise, but so do casesOur toll
 15 Active
 1 in hospital 
 32 Deaths
1,643 Con-

firmed

Vaccinated
2,806 Fully
5,102 Partially

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

Sign up for  
the vaccine 
Visit vaccinate.
wv.gov or call 
1-833-734-
0965. 
Open to anyone 
16 or older. 


