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DMV MOVING TO KEYSER

Virus spreads at nursing home

Hampshire Memorial Hospital will adminis-
ter the county’s 1st Covid-19 vaccine. 

JIM KING Review Staff

The Division of Motor Vehicles will move 
its regional office from Romney to a site to 
be constructed near the Keyser Walmart by 
spring. 

The announcement last week caught local 
political leaders and employees at the office 
on Sunrise Summit by surprise. 

“I’m shocked,” Delegate Ruth Rowan said 
Monday. “I had no idea that this was going 
on or even being considered.”

DMV said Friday it has signed a letter of 
intent for a facility to be built in the plaza be-

side the Keyser Walmart. 
DMV had advertised in the Hampshire Re-

view on Sept. 2 that it was soliciting inter-
est from bidders for a facility in the Romney 
area as its lease expired on the current site on 
Sunrise Summit. 

The ad listed minimum square footage, 
necessary parking spaces and dimensions for 
a motorcycle testing track. 

The notice drew a single response, from 
BTA Inc. of Cumberland, which owns the 
former Weimer Chevrolet property next door 
to the current DMV. 

But, spokeswoman Samantha Knapp of 
the state DMV office said in an email Friday, 
her agency dropped its interest here and pub-
lished a similar solicitation of interest notice 
in Keyser’s Mineral News Tribune on Nov. 
5 and 6. 

The new solicitation sought a site in “Key-
ser or Burlington, or elsewhere in Mineral 
County that has close access to I-68.”

Follow-up questions to DMV could not get 
an answer for why proximity to I-68 was cru-
cial, other than this  from  spokeswoman  Na-
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Hampshire County’s skyrock-
eting number of Covid-19 pa-
tients includes its most signif-
icant institutional outbreak yet 
— but the affect still lags behind 
neighboring Mineral and Allega-
ny counties. 

Hampshire Center on Monday 
afternoon reported 13 patients 
and 5 staff members with active 

cases. 
Two Hampshire residents 

died from the disease last week, 
bringing the county’s total to 6. 
But that’s a lot less than the 47 
deaths that Mineral County has 
experienced, including 5 Mon-
day and 9 last Friday alone. 

Across Hampshire County, the 
Health Department reported 30 
new cases Monday afternoon, 

making 168 active cases with 14 
hospitalized. 

With staff at 3 of the coun-
ty’s 6 elementary schools infect-
ed, Superintendent Jeff Panci-
one announced last week that all 
instruction will be virtual until 
Christmas break, with the bulk of 
staff working remotely as well. 

Hampshire Center said it is 
taking precautions to curb its 
outbreak. 

“During  this  pandemic,  we
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Hampshire Memorial Hospital 
will deliver its 1st Covid-19 vac-
cinations Thursday.

The shots will be delivered to 
staff, Valley Health spokeswoman 
Carol Weare said. Doses will be 
shipped to the hospital for same-
day use because HMH doesn’t 
have a freezer capable of storing 
the vaccine at a temperature of 
–90 degrees.  

The vaccinations come less 
than a week after the Food and 
Drug Administration gave emer-
gency use authorization for the 
Pfizer vaccine. The manufactur-
er began delivering doses across 
the country Monday and Valley 
Health received its 1st shipment 
Tuesday. 

“It’s like Christmas Eve a week 
early,” said Dr. Jeffrey Feit, Val-
ley Health vice president of popu-

lation health.
The vaccine is given in 2 doses 

3 weeks apart. 
With facilities and providers in 

Virginia and West Virginia, Val-
ley Health said it is following 
guidance from health authorities 
in both states, which gives prior-
ity to vaccinating front-line care-
givers most at-risk of contracting 
COVID-19.  The  health  system 

SBA 
OK
Schools 
can move 
ahead with 
bond call
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The state’s School Building Authority 
on Monday formally authorized spending 
$24 million of its funds to build 3 new el-
ementary schools in Hampshire County. 

The state money will flow here over the 
next 3 years. 

 “This is great news,” Superintendent 
Jeff Pancione said. “This is wonderful 
news.” 

Monday’s action by the state allows 
Hampshire to begin the process of selling 
$26 million in bonds for the work. 

Pancione said the documents could be 
ready for the board’s approval at its Jan. 4 
meeting, but that’s just the 1st step. 

After board approval, the paperwork 
goes to the attorney general’s office for 
review, a process that Finance Director 
Denise Hott said they have been warned 
could take a month or longer. 

Once the bonds are sold then work can 
begin, starting with hiring an architect. 

The tax increase necessary to pay the 
bonds will be reflected in the tax bills is-
sued in July. 

The $50 million project — $24 mil-
lion from the SBA and $26 million from 
Hampshire taxpayers — also includes up-
grades at Hampshire High School and a 
gym for Capon Bridge Elementary. 

Voters here overwhelmingly approved 
the bond call in early June, but the county 
schools could not move forward until the 
SBA signed off, which happened at Mon-
day’s meeting.

RYAN KERNS Review Staff

The Kerns family (front row, left to right): Paul and Betty Kerns, Andrea Kerns and her father, Richard Shanholtzer; and (back) Kevin, Ryan and 
Mackenzie Kerns 

‘It’s heartbreaking to me’
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

It seems that lately, the pandemic 
has been strictly a numbers game. 

Here’s a number: 4. That’s how 
many close family members Andrea 
Kerns of Romney has in the hospital 
due to the Covid virus. 

Here’s another number: 3. That’s 
how many different hospitals are 
serving the Kerns’ family. Four close 
family members, 3 hospitals. 

The Covid numbers are rising, and 
the Kerns family is a testament to 
the fact that this virus can, in fact, hit 
home. 

Kerns’ father, Richard Shan-
holtzer, was being treated in Win-
chester, and on Monday was moved 
to a nursing facility to undergo phys-
ical therapy. Her mother and father-
in-law, Betty and Paul Kerns are cur-
rently undergoing treatment in Key-

ser and her brother-in-law, Randy 
Kerns, is currently in Cumberland. 

“It’s very hard, because you can’t 
go to the hospital to see anyone,” 
Kerns said. “We communicate with 
their nurses or doctors through the 
phone. My husband is allowed to 
call and get nightly updates (on his 
parents), but I’m sure it’s crazy at 
the hospitals.” 

Crazy is an understatement. With 

numbers rising all around the state 
and counties flashing red across the 
map, the virus continues to play a 
significant role in day-to-day life. 

Plus, Kerns said, with the virus af-
fecting every individual differently, 
it makes it even scarier. For her, the 
virus isn’t an “invisible threat.” It 
isn’t abstract; it isn’t something that 
will pass her by.

The virus has hit home for the 
Kerns family, and she said with the 
holidays coming up, it’s a challenge

© 2020 Cornwell & Ailes Inc.
West Virginia Press Association 

General Excellence 2006-19

ALSO:

County’s 
top panel 
expresses 
dismay over 
decision 

Page 5A

W E S T  V I R G I N I A ’ S  B I G G E S T  B E S T  W E E K LY  N E W S P A P E R

Our annual 

SPEC IAL  SECT ION

Holiday greetings with drawings 

and thoughts from local kids

HAMPSH IRE ’S   
STATUS 
As of Tuesday

RED
• All classes are 
remote 
• Support services 
such as meals con-
tinue
• Face coverings for 
grade 3 and up if 
in-person services 
occur 
• No extra-curricular 
activities

Our toll
 168 Active
 14 In hospital 
 6 Deaths
690 Total  

cases

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Thursday

The Ravages of CovID-19

Virus puts 4 family members in 3 hospitals

County records 2 more deaths

HMH to vaccinate 1st staff Thursday
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