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School site to be 
auctioned April 10

WVSDB TO 
COMBINE 
SCHOOLS
$13.5 million, 10-year facility  
plan supports operational changes

Summer outlook: corn, 
beef prices on the rise

NICK CARROLL Review Staff

Hampshire Havoc — the student cheering section — had plenty 
to celebrate as the high school basketball season finally began last 
week. Both the boys and girls teams won their opening games and 
Hampshire was one of the few schools around to allow students 
admission to the stands. 

JIM KING Review Staff

The property that some peo-
ple long hoped would bring a 
high school back to eastern 
Hampshire County is finally 
being sold. 

The 36-acre plot known 
as Lovett’s Flat will be auc-
tioned to the highest bidder at 
9 a.m. April 10, a Saturday. 

The auction comes 4 years 
after the school board de-
clared the land surplus prop-
erty and a couple of years 
since the heir to the original 
seller declined to repurchase 
it for the $250,000 the schools 

paid in 2000.
A 2018 appraisal valued the 

land at $145,000. 
The board authorized the 

sale in 2017 as it searched for 
a way out of a $300,000 bud-
get shortfall. Just a year earli-
er the board had voted against 
giving up the property. 

The budget that year end-
ed up being balanced without 
giving up Lovett’s Flat, but a 
new engineering report made 
clear that the land could never 
be used for school construc-
tion. 

JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — The 10-year 
facilities plan for the West 
Virginia Schools for the Deaf 
and the Blind shows ma-
jor changes in the operation 
of the 150-year-old schools 
starting this fall. 

WVSDB plans to group 
all students up through grade 
5 — deaf and blind together 
— in the current School for 
the Blind building and grades 
6-12 in the current School for 
the Deaf. 

In addition:
• All residential students 

will be housed in Keller Hall 
starting this August;

• Administration will move 
to Seaton Hall in 2022;

• The oldest building on 
campus, the Blue-Gold Café, 
will be renovated next year as 
a recreational activities cen-
ter; and 

• A technical assistance 
center for accessibility serv-
ing the entire state is being es-
tablished at the Instructional 
Resource Center. 

Approval of the Compre-
hensive Educational Facili-
ties Plan is on the agenda for 
the State Board of Education 
in Charleston today (Wednes-

day, March 10). The plan was 
finalized last week after a 
public hearing held via Zoom 
last Wednesday. 

The plan outlines the pro-
jected physical needs for the 
school over the next 10 years, 
which began, acting Superin-
tendent Pat Homberg noted, 
with the schools’ goals and 
objectives. 

“We were able to go build-
ing by building and identify 
what the needs of each build-
ing was and marry that with 
the educational needs of the 
school moving into the next 
decade,” she told the 4 dozen 
people in the hour-long meet-
ing.

JIM KING Review Staff

Summer is going to taste a little rich-
er this year. Blame it on the weather in 
South America. 

A delay in harvesting corn crops 
there is one of the big factors that is 
sending corn prices higher here. 

Significantly higher. 
Corn that was selling for $3.50 or 

$3.75 a bushel a year ago is running 
over $5 a bushel now, farmer John Ar-
nold laments. That’s an increase of 50 
percent or better. 

It won’t be reflected in just those 
ears of sweet corn you’ll be looking for 
around July 4. Field corn is a principal 
food for cattle too. Higher inputs ulti-
mately mean higher beef prices. 

It gets worse. 

Teen helping 
teens: ‘Piggest 
Raffle Ever’
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SARAH LADD Augusta

Sarah Ladd accepts a check from Bank of 
Romney President Dean Young.
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EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

AUGUSTA — Sarah Ladd started her business 
Brushy Ridge Farm Stand this past year and has 
been looking for ways to give back to her commu-
nity.

With a little help from the Hampshire Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, Ladd came up with a fundraiser: 
“The Piggest Raffle Ever.”

“This raffle is going to benefit 5 different fami-
lies with unexpected circumstances who have been 
an FFA member or who is a current FFA members,” 
Ladd explained. 

Among the peers Ladd is aiming to support is 
Tessa Carpenter (a Capon Bridge teen whose inop-

JIM KING Review Staff and Wires

The battle against Covid-19 
got all sorts of good news 
over the last week. 

• Hampshire County im-
proved to Yellow Status on 
the state’s 5-color tracking 
map — the best it has been 
since Thanksgiving. 

• Gov. Jim Justice expand-
ed vaccinations to include 
anyone 50 or older, or 16 and 
older with a medical condi-
tion, as vaccine supplies con-
tinue to grow. 

• The Centers for Disease 
Control lifted some restric-
tions on people who are vac-
cinated, including visiting 
with each other maskless. 

“We’re going to move 
more aggressively to try to 
get more people vaccinated 
and widen the scope of our 
vaccination efforts,” Justice 
said last Thursday, “because, 
at the end of the day, we’re 
going to start having more 
vaccines available to us and 
we want to just keep pushing 
them out.”

West Virginia is nearing 
600,000 total doses admin-
istered, about a 3rd of the 
state’s population. 
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COST    
BREAKDOWN
School/Blind  $2.2 million
School/Deaf  $3.2 million
Keller Hall  $1.1 million
Seaton Hall  $2.3 million
Maint. Bldg.  $318,000
IRC $741,000
P.E. Bldg.  $2.3 million
Admin Bldg.  $748,000
Central Supply  $37,000
Ele. Deaf  $240,000
Blue-Gold Cafe  $750,000

MORE HOOPS, PLUS WRESTLING

W E S T  V I R G I N I A ’ S  B I G G E S T  B E S T  W E E K LY  N E W S P A P E R

Our toll
 15 Active
 2 in hospital 
 28 Deaths
1,591 Con-

firmed

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

Sign up for  
the vaccine 
To schedule 
a vaccination, 
visit vaccinate.
wv.gov or call 
1-833-734-
0965. 
Vaccines are 
open to anyone 
age 50 or old-
er, but anyone 
16 or older can 
register. 
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SPRING

Fresh from the garden

‘Divide and conquer’

Powder Keg Farm booms 
with community support

Honeycrisp research comes 
to Hampshire

Descendants of an ancient 
Greek farmer

• Produce calendar 
• Powder Keg Farm: 
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36 acres 
at Lovett’s 
Flat

IN THE SCHOOLS

2 students 
test positive
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SPRING AHEAD
Set your clocks 
forward an hour 
when daylight 
saving time 
begins at 2 a.m. 
Sunday. 
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