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Romney 
loses a 
round 
at PSC

Even an MRE 
gets some thanks 

WE  HUNT 

Buck season has its moments to start 

STEVEN MCDONALD Levels

Steven McDonald (2nd from right) and his C-130 aircrew 
eat their Thanksgiving MREs in between missions flown out 
of Baghdad in 2003. 

JIM KING Review Staff

Central Hampshire Public 
Service District can look for 
a new water source, despite 
Romney’s protests, the state’s 
Public Service Commission 
ruled Friday. 

Romney lodged a protest 
with the commission on Nov. 
9 over CHPSD’s plan to look 
for a water supply. Just 10 
days later — and on the same 
day CHPSD responded to the 
complaint — the commission 
denied Romney’s request. 

“Interim relief is only prop-
er where there is risk of im-
mediate and irreparable inju-
ry,” the order noted. 

In its complaint, and in a 
541-word ad the town put in 
last week’s Review, Romney 
said that CHPSD’s search for 
another water source puts the 
town’s water system in finan-
cial peril. CHPSD buys its 
water  from  Romney  under
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Eighteen years later, Steven 
McDonald can smile about 
his 2003 Thanksgiving meal, 
wolfed down between flights 
out of the Baghdad airport. 

“The meals consisted of 
MRE’s,” the retired airman ex-
plained. 

And how were they that 
day? 

“Terrible,” he said with a 
chuckle. 

Then he gave a little credit 
to the Meals Ready to Eat, as 
they’re officially known. 

“Some are good and some 
are not,” he acknowledged. 
“We’d usually trade ’em 
around. Some people like dif-
ferent things.” 

The 24 MRE’s available in 
2003 ranged from beef stew 
with mushroom gravy to jam-
balaya to chicken with Thai 
sauce. 

The Air Force provides 
somewhere north of 50 mil-
lion meals a year to personnel 
around the globe. 

Meals come in a variety of
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Local DNR officials are in a 
quandary. 

“There’s certainly plenty of deer 
out there,” Wildlife biologist Rich 
Rogers said at midday Tuesday. 

But … 
“It’s been real slow,” Rogers said. 

“It’s down in this area; I don’t’ know 
about the whole state.”

Well, DNR wildlife resources 
chief Paul Johansen said later Tues-
day, the state is doing just fine after 
opening day. 

With 72 hours to check in, 1st-day 
numbers could only be classified as 
estimates on Tuesday. 

And at 2 p.m., “just shy” of 12,000 
bucks had been checked in, Jo-
hansen, close enough to last year’s 
opening-day total of 12,965, and 
this total still had 2 days to grow. 

“It’s going to be a good year,” Jo-
hansen predicted. 

 Whatever the challenges hunt-
ers face — CWD, Covid-19, weath-
er, the mast crop — Monday’s start 
of buck season across West Virginia 
had hunters up, happy and shooting. 

“There is something about ri-
fle season that keeps me awake the 
night before the opener, just like 

a little kid waiting on Christmas 
morning,” outdoor columnist, HHS 
English teacher and avid hunter 
Josh Crawford said Monday. 

For teenager Ella Staley, opening 
day was a way for her to connect 
with family — this year in a special

WE  SHOP

‘Right in the place we live’
Shopping small and local this season brings  
holiday cheer to buyers and businesses alike 

WE  FEAST 

Thankful together

Board 
accepts 
$2M bid 
to build 
CB gym

Capon Bridge’s Bent 
River Trading Compa-
ny will be marking its 
1st Small Business 
Saturday, as will the 
White House on Main 
in Romney.

THANKSGIVING WEEK 2021
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They say, “Go big or go home,” but 
this holiday shopping season, going small 
seems to be the trend. 

Small, local businesses, that is.
Black Friday brings massive sales at 

every level, and for businesses here it’s 
no different. Romney businesses like An-
derson’s Corner and the White House on 
Main are opening their doors to folks this 
Friday offering large sales to kick off the 
Christmas shopping season officially. 

“We do have some amazing Black Fri-

day sales, just for Black Friday,” revealed 
Patty Anderson, owner of Anderson’s 
Corner. “And there will be a diamond 
trunk show Friday and Saturday featur-
ing antique, European-cut diamonds and 
antique jewelry.”

With Black Friday sales helping busi-
nesses get folks in the door, there’s 
more of a trend toward shopping local-
ly this year following last Christmas’ cy-
ber-heavy shopping season. Since the 
pandemic hit small businesses hard, savvy
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Pre-K and kindergarten students at Romney Elementary School 
donned pilgrim and turkey hats last Thursday for their Thanks-
giving feast at lunchtime. ❏ 
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ROMNEY — The 1st offi-
cial step to getting a new gym 
at Capon Bridge Elementary 
School is to accept the lowest 
contracting bid, and that’s just 
what the school board did at 
their meeting last Thursday. 

The board formally ac-
cepted the apparent low bid-
der Harbel Inc., a Cumber-
land-based construction com-
pany in The Belt Group, 
who submitted a bid for 
$2,305,000. The 2nd-low-
est bidder was only around 
$79,000 away from Harbel’s 
bid.

The original projection 
for the cost of the gym addi-
tion at CBES was $2.7 mil-
lion, so Harbel’s bid actually 
was under projection by about 
$400,000.

Harbel Inc. has a varied re-
sume, having received recog-
nition for construction proj-
ects from local municipality 
buildings, churches, banks, 
schools, healthcare facili-
ties, colleges, restaurants and 
more.

The CBES gym project in-
cludes a regulation-sized 
gymnasium attached to the 
school. One of the initial de-
signs for the project saw the 
school with a gym that was 
just shy of regulation size by 
a few feet, but the board de-
cided to take the plunge and 
make it bigger.
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So long, Hampshire! From
Tom Turkey

FALL      FlashbackDetails, 
Page 8C

MORE to be 

THANKFUL

OUR OPINION

Our 2021 
blessings

DON KESNER, 3C

Finding 
gratitude

Sports, 
Page 1B

ELLA STALEY Augusta

Ella and an 
11-point she took 
Monday — the 
1st on her fami-
ly’s new property. 

RICH ROGERS DNR

Checking in a buck outside the Romney DNR office Tuesday
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JIM KING On the loose, 6A

Sam Huff’s brush 
with Romney  

   JUST 
STARTING
TO GET GOOD
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