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‘Actions speak a whole lot louder than words’

Medical cannabis  
dispensary set to open by 
spring on Sunrise Summit

Burlington man discovered 
dead after ‘suspicious’ fire
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Judge Carter Williams is facing 
a myriad of consequences at next 
week’s State Supreme Court hear-
ing – including suspension partial-
ly without pay, whopping fines and 
censuring for his violations. 

Public court documents related 
to the case include a petitioner’s 
brief compiled by the Judicial Dis-
ciplinary Counsel urging the court 

to admonish the judge with the rec-
ommended consequences. 

Williams was stopped by Moore-
field police officer Deavonta John-
son in July 2021 because he had 
a phone in his hand. At the traf-
fic stop, Williams berated Johnson 
and afterward called multiple local 
officials – including Johnson’s su-
pervisor. 

The traffic stop was recorded on 

Johnson’s body cam. 
The Judicial Hearing Board 

found Williams’ behavior during 
and immediately following the 
traffic stop to be unethical, but con-
cluded that there wasn’t any clear 
evidence of racism against John-
son, who is African-American, or 
compelling evidence to hold Wil-
liams accountable for a different 
situation where he walked out of 

the Moorefield Walmart without 
paying for his goods. 

Both Williams and the retailer 
maintained it was a matter of Wil-
liams not paying attention.

A 71-page document from the 
Judicial Disciplinary Counsel ar-
gued that “serious sanctions are 
warranted” by Williams’ behavior 
during and after the traffic stop – 
which was further inflamed by his 

invocation of his judicial status 
into each conversation, first with 
Johnson and then afterward to oth-
er law enforcement officials, along 
with the Moorefield mayor. 

The brief also described that the 
public perception of Williams fol-
lowing his interaction with John-
son may show that the judge is bi-
ased against African Americans 
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SUNRISE SUMMIT — 
After five years of planning, 
awaiting licensure and fight-
ing the onslaught of supply 
chain issues and contracting 
availability, Curative Growth 
will open its first of three can-
nabis dispensaries hopefully 
by this spring.

 The Orchard Dispensary, 
located at 22 Hannas Road, 
will occupy the back portion 
of the building that houses 
Jill’s Barber Shop.

Curative Growth Found-
er Bryan Steward, a Spring-
field native, partnered with the 
Chesapeake Apothecary firm 
from Maryland – whose CEO, 

Seth Erlin, recently opened the 
Foundry in Weirton this sum-
mer. The Foundry was the first 
medical cannabis dispensary 
to open in the Northern Pan-
handle, said the West Virgin-
ia Office of Medical Cannabis.

The two teams have unit-
ed to open three dispensaries; 
one in Fairmont, one in Mor-
gantown and the Orchard Dis-
pensary in Sunrise Summit 
– with the latter expected to 
open first.

“We started construction 
about three months ago at the 
beginning of October when we 
got our building permits 
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JUNCTION — A Burlington man 
was found dead after crews respond-
ed to a “suspicious” fire in Junction on 
Saturday. 

The Hampshire County 911 Center 
received a call at about 2 p.m. Satur-
day afternoon regarding a “suspicious 
house fire,” reported the West Virgin-
ia State Police, on Larian Drive in the 
Windy Acres subdivision in Junction, 

just north of Route 50. 
Romney Fire and EMS responded to 

the call, along with Springfield Fire and 
EMS, Mineral County fire companies, 
Burlington, Moorefield, Fountain and 
New Creek. 

Trooper S.W. Rigsby from the State 
Police also responded, and was made 
aware by the Romney Fire Company 
that there was a deceased man in the 
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Tourism numbers are up, 
up, up in Hampshire County 
this year – in fact, they’re up 
30 percent six months into the 
fiscal year, dwarfing numbers 
from the last couple years. 

Tina Ladd, director of the 
Hampshire County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, cit-
ed the Covid-19 pandemic as 
one of the top reasons tour-
ism has not only been boom-
ing in Hampshire – but the en-
tire Mountain State as a whole. 

“I don’t think that people re-
alize how much tourism is in 
the county. I don’t know that 
anyone has ever realized how 
much tourism is in the state 
of West Virginia,” she said. 
“I think that once Covid hit, it 
was an eye-opener.” 

The money brought in 
through lodging taxes in 

Hampshire County is split 
right in half, Ladd said,  and 
divided between the CVB and 
Parks & Recreation. 

In 2018, Ladd said the orga-
nization had the “biggest year” 
ever prior to Covid, bringing in 
$51,632, and then the numbers 
for the next two years dropped 
because of the pandemic, first 
to $46,102 in 2019-20 and 
then $43,724 in 2020-21. 

It’s hard to do a good job 
with marketing and advertis-
ing with only about $50,000, 
Ladd explained. 

Last fiscal year, however, 
the numbers began to climb 
again, bringing in $63,495. 

“Those are some pretty im-
pressive increases in peo-
ple coming here and spend-
ing money,” said Commission 
President Brian Eglinger at 

Higher costs  
challenge food  
pantries here
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ROMNEY — While the rest of the 
nation worries about the skyrocketing 
costs of food, gas and life in general, 
the Romney First United Church vol-
unteers show up with enthusiasm and 
a big smile to help their community.

Romney First United Church’s food 
pantry serves the county’s biggest 
population of families in need, cur-
rently averaging more than 150 fam-
ilies a month just at the Romney loca-
tion alone. 

“When I came back from Covid, 
we were at 110, once we were (fully) 
open,” Romney Food Pantry Director 
Dick Gray said.

Gray admitted that the rise of costs 
had made him even dip into the coun-

ty’s food pantry 
savings account 
because “the reg-
ular donations ha-
ven’t been keeping 
up in the last four 
months,” the en-
tire year of 2022, 
really.

He is buying around 7,000 pounds 
of food a month, which is definitely 
“more than it was.”

Though July is technically the time 
families are supposed to sign up to be 
able to receive food, Gray said, “peo-
ple keep showing up – you never know 
how many are going to show up.” 

Gray hasn’t seen an easy time since 
he stepped into the Romney director 
position in the summer of 2020, but 
the volunteers’ good humor keeps ev-
erything afloat. 

When asked why they give so much 
time and energy into helping others, 

© 2022 Cornwell & Ailes Inc.
West Virginia Press Association 

General Excellence 2007-22

TACKLE HUNGER

Details on 
SOUPer Bowl 
of Caring

Page 8A

ALSO

Commission 
urged to consider 
embracing ‘astro-
tourism’ 

Page 4A

Commission now 
livestreaming 
meetings

Page 5A

See WILLIAMS page 7A n

See TOURISM page 7A n

See DISPENSARY page 7A n

See NEED page 7A n

See FIRE page 7A n

W E S T  V I R G I N I A ’ S  B I G G E S T  B E S T  W E E K LY  N E W S P A P E R

Hello, Hampshire! From
 Capon Bridge

Judge faces suspension, 
fines for traffic stop charges

Covid got tourists looking to 
the Mountain State – and us
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HOW TO  HELP

To make a donation to Hampshire County’s 
food pantries, contact Romney First United 
Methodist Church; ask to speak with Jenni-
fer Roberts or Dick Gray.

Checks can be mailed to:  
Romney First United Methodist Church  
49 N. High Street Romney, WV 26757

The Hampshire Mat Club rang in its 11th annual Lord of the 
Rings youth wrestling tournament this Saturday, featuring kids 
from all over Hampshire County and beyond. 
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Romney’s 
food pan-
try director 
Dick Gray

Williams

CVB director Tina Ladd (left), with 
Delegate Rick Hillenbrand (R-88) at 
the Legislature’s annual Tourism Day 
last week. 
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