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Hello, Hampshire! From
Chloe Jones, Romney

Tina Stump, Moorefield
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Sheriff Nathan Sions surprises Col. 
Gee at the dedication of the county 
animal shelter in his honor earlier this 
year

A life of 
service

First, a war hero and then 
a champion for animals

Oates plugs into new space race

SHAWN ROEDER Facebook

The Romney approach to the steel truss John Blue Bridge is removed. 
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SPRINGFIELD — The old John Blue 
Bridge is coming down quickly. 

The Division of Highways said last 
Thursday that it expects the steel truss 
structure to be dismantled within 2 weeks.

Apparently, that’s being conservative. 
A contractor hauling debris told the Re-

view Monday that the main portion of the 
bridge will be dropped by week’s end.  

The demolition has led to an advisory 
for people who use the river through the 
construction zone. 

DOH says debris could be falling 
during working hours. In addition, the 
channel for boaters and floaters is reduced 
and could be closed temporarily. 

Portage in the Blue’s Beach area could 
be altered as well, DOH said. 

Buoys will be in place to warn of haz-
ards downstream, DOH said. Access to 
normal portage locations may be restrict-
ed, more dangerous or impossible. 

Affected activities include fishing; 
floating in canoes, kayaks or tubes; swim-
ming; and boating. o
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David Gee was a Marine through and 
through. 

After he served his country as a tank 
commander in the Vietnam War, he 
served his adopted county, almost sin-
gle-handedly creating Hampshire’s ani-
mal control operation.

Just a year after he retired from animal 
control and 5 months after his wife, Peg-
gy, passed on, Col. David Gee died July 
2 in Winchester Medical Center. He had 
just turned 80. 

He brought the same “yes sir, no sir” 
approach to his animal control duties 
that he learned during active duty in the 
Corps, said County Commissioner Bob 
Hott. 

“He wasn’t a real lovey-dovey, ted-
dy bear-type guy, but he was who he 
was,” said retired County Commissioner 
Steve Slonaker. “When you cut through 
the rough exterior he was a good natured 
man too. 

“It was hard to detect from time to 
time.” 

Margie Shrewsbury, a longtime donor
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Romney resident Dan Oates’ career-long involvement 
with NASA is joining the new private space race. 

Oates has a connection with 1 of the civilian astro-
nauts aboard Sunday’s 1st space flight by Virgin Galac-
tic’s VSS Unity and 1 of the crew for next week’s flight 
of Blue Origin. 

Billionaire Richard Branson was aboard Sunday’s 
flight, becoming the 1st person in the world to fly into 
space aboard his own vessel. Next Tuesday’s flight is the 
1st for Amazon founder Jeff Bezos aboard his own craft. 

In 2019, while attending the Space Camp Hall of Fame 
induction ceremonies, Oates met Beth Moses, an engi-
neer on Sunday’s Virgin Galactic flight, and Wally Funk, 
who will fly on the Blue Origin with Bezos. 

“It was a pleasure spending time with each of these 
professionals,” Oates said. “Beth is the consummate en-
gineer while Wally is an over-the-top personality whose 
history with flight is amazing.”

‘We were meant to find him’

Planning starts  
for 3 new schools

Back to 
school, back 
to normal
County schools aim for a  
return to in-person learning

ERIN SURBER Facebooks

 Hampshire native Erin Surber adopted Max, a rescue from Love Shack, and now he’s an import-
ant part of her family. 
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CUMBERLAND — One of the 
Love Shack dogs has found his for-
ever home, in a turn of events that 
his new family called “fate.” 

Max was one of the over 100 dogs 
seized from the Cabin Road proper-
ty on April 5. 

The conditions weren’t suitable 
for that many dogs, and Max was 
brought to the Hampshire County 
Animal Shelter. 

Hampshire native, Cumberland 
resident and mom of 2 Erin Surb-

er saw Max’s picture on the shelter’s 
Facebook page, and she said she was 
charmed immediately.

“He stood out as being the perfect 
dog for our family,” Surber recalled. 
“When we went to adopt (him), I had 
no idea he was from Love Shack.” 

That’s where the concept of “fate” 
came in. 

Surber said that when the dogs 
were being seized and folks were be-
ing updated through the news and 
through social media, she knew she
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ROMNEY — God is in the 
details when it comes to de-
signing the 3 new elementary 
schools here, and the devil is 
in the decisions: 

Cubbies versus lockers.
Hardwood gym floors ver-

sus a durable alternative. 
Traditional classroom set-

tings versus “next generation” 
learning. 

These new schools will be 
around for decades, so every 
decision is a big one, and the 
county’ CEFP committee has 
their work cut out for them. 

Before the school bond 
passed last year, making 
the county’s dream of new 
schools a reality on the hori-
zon, a committee was devel-
oped to create the 10-year 
plan for the schools required 
by the state. This plan, called 
the Comprehensive Educa-
tional Facilities Plan, was put 
together by representatives all 
over the county: communi-
ty members, parents, teachers 
and school staff. 

Now that the bond has 
passed, the wheels are rolling 
and the committee  has  a  new
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ROMNEY — The 
big goal for Hamp-
shire County Schools 
come the end of August 
is simple: bring kids 
back to the buildings 
for a school year that’s 
as close to “normal” as 
possible. 

After being in and out of the 
buildings over the last year 
and a half, with kids and staff 
alike masked up and challeng-
es surrounding virtual learn-
ing, superintendent Jeff Pan-
cione said that it’s time for 

kids to go back. 
“Our plan is to re-

turn to normal, as 
close to (how it was) 
pre-Covid as possi-
ble,” Pancione ex-
plained. “It’ll entail 
us working with the 
health department and 
Nurse Dante, and our 
plans are to start with-

out masks.”
He added that at both the 

elementary and middle school 
levels, students would start 
back in their pods for addi-
tional flexibility.
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Love Shack rescue Max finds a new, loving home
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The architects brought photos of various elements 
they’ve designed in schools nationwide, and the com-
mittee placed red dots on elements they didn’t like, and 
green dots on elements they did. 

DAN OATES Romney

Seated in the front row (center) are Wally Funk, Casey 
Harris and Beth Moses. Dan Oates is in the back row, 4th 
from the right.

GOING DOWN
Biggest chunk of Blue Bridge falling soon
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